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Well-informed 
Jaily as about the limit 
that 
unsolved technical problems. 
how to 

Latest estimates are that 
entertainment will be via the 
wouldn’t be available, 


and have 


even 


not 


isn’t or 
Film is 


More 





Television Nothing to Fear? 


research engineer 


much of a schedule can 
But even 
arrange the financing of television practically. 
over 25% of pr 
broadcasting of 
but because it 

described as incongruous and 
Engineers are amused at radio and film fears of 
details on current visio in the radio department, 


hours of television 
how many years before 
up. They confess many 
greater problems concern 


3 regard two 
no idea 
be set 


»spective television 
Not because it 
fit the medium, 


film. 
loesn’t 
ill-adapted. 
television. 




















Humiliated, Frustrated, Double-X d, 


Song Pluggers Often Die Young’ 


Death of Addy Britt, professional 


mgr, of Donaldson, Douglas & Gum- 
bls, last Saturday (1+) stirred his 
former confreres in Tin Pan Alley 


to -philosophizing over the circum- 
stances that make theirs literally a 
heartbreak career. It isn’t the stiff 
competition, they mused, that brings 


down the professional man in his 
prime of life, but it’s the accumula- 
tion of bitter disappointments, of 


having to 
chicanery, 


contend with petty 

double-cross and_ the 
humiliating station in life that he 
finds himself while making the 
rounds of his daily contacts. 


Night before he was stricken Britt 
told friends that he was deeply sore 
at heart because of what had just 
happened to two of his numbers at 
one of the networks, After finally 
inducing two leaders to play the 
numbers, Britt learned at the 
eleventh hour that they had been 
crossed off the list by a minor pro- 





gram executive. In one instance it 
Was a case of a ‘misplaced’ arrange- | 
menut, while for the other no reason 


at all was given, although the No. 1 


(Continued 


Howard Hughes Plans 
’Round-World Fught 


on page 55) | 








As N. Y. Fatr Buildup 


A ‘round-the-world flight in behalf | 


of the New York World's Fair will 
be attempted next month by Howard 
Hughes. He is due to hop off for 
Paris early in June bearing invita- 
tions to European nations to the New 
York exposition in 1939. Hughes will 
stop off in Moscow and then take the 
northern route back to the U. S. in 
completing his globe-circling feat. 
[Individual flights out of Paris 
Ptodably will be taken. Fair’s in- 
Vitation also may be flown to more 
jistant countries around the globe 
¥y leading aviators of other nations. 
Airplane jaunt is a promotional 
pro) the fair as well as a good- 
will venture in behalf of America 
Hughes, former film producer, is 
ivialion enthusiast and holds sev- 
‘Oast-to-coast flight records. The 


ect for 


er al 


“ ! 

wottd hop is a cuffo of course, in the 
luterests of aviation and because of 
his itiendliness towards N. Y. fair 


exe ULiVes, 


| 
| 





| 
ee n’ Short of It’s They | 


Must Drink Plenty of Beer | 


David Ballard, glant doorman for- | 
merly at the Internationgl Casino, on | 
Broadway, sails for Havana 
week where he b 
trical engagement as a walking 
for a Cuban brewery. Was booked 
from New York by Fally Markus, 

Polar Brewery wants the giant to 
cruise around town with the firm’s 
v-p, who is a five-footer, Pair will 


hit various high spots, requesting 
sponsor’s product. Figure it’s a good 


promotion and ‘dignified’ bally. 


AIRPORTS AS 
SPOTS FOR 
NEWSREELS 





Click of newsreelers at railroad 
terminals is focusing attention of 
shortie exhibitors towards the major 
airports. 

Idea, at the latter, would be drive- 
in theatres, on the airdrome basis, 
for night departures, and housing in 
the airport buildings proper, to coin- 





this | 
egins his first thea- | 
ad | 





| tofore, 


cide with the majority daytime 
flights and arrivals. 

Element of possible delays in ar- 
rival, with a signal system to apprise | 
waiting visitors to the airport, is 
part of the scheme of things to at- 
tract biz to the aviation field 


cinemas 
Bootlegging Kayoes 
‘Beerless’ Nitery Idea 
Detroit, May 17. 
Inc., godfather of 
‘beerless beer garden’ 
offshoot, 


stainers’ 


Allied 
the floporoo 
idea, is forming a new 
tagged Allied Adults for ‘ab 


ver 2! 


Youth, 


Local niteries not w 
h Irom revival 
yf soda-pop taverns, however, fol 


foldup of several 


yrrying about 


possibilities of of posis 


sucn spo.s Veal Uh 39 


azo, wnen 
bigwig sponsors withdrew support 
after finding ‘abstainers’ smuggling 
m than -pop - stuff into 


—_——- - 


X PRODUCERS 
FFENSIVE, BUT- 


Won’t Take All the Blame, | 
But Harkening Plenty to| 
Home-Office Behests to. 
Bring Costs Down—How- | 
ever, the Coast Long Ob-| 
jected ‘A’ ‘B’ 
Coupling, Plus the Many 
Theatre Gimmicks 


| 
| 











to and 


EYE-OPENING FIGURES | 


Holly wood 
Hollywood on 

something new for 
Old 
executives and their first 
had to do | 
It’s a new ex-| 
said to| 


May 17. 
the defensive is 
the film produc- | 
ing center. imers cannot recall | 
when studio 
have 


line assistants ever 


so much explaining. 


but 
have the answers. 


perience Hollywood is 

In rapid succession, representatives 
of the New York head offices have 
made their regular spring visits to 
the producing plants and left behind 


reams of worldwide distribution 
figures. Conferences between East 
and West have lasted until early 


morning hours. Behind closed doors 
at each studio the eastern spokes- 
men have proved their case that the 
cost of Hollywood films must come | 
down. The cloth, they say, must be} 
trimmed to the size of the customer. 
In this instance, the customer is the | 
combined total of film rental income 
which since last fall has been pro- 
gressively diminishing 





For the first time in years the pie- 
ture make have been carefully | 
studying the income sheets. Here- 
the eye jumped gaily from 
profit to proitit. Today, there are 
some red figures which represent, 
boxoffice headaches. Certain films, | 
liberally budgeted and cast with the 

(Continued ~n page 22) 


Name Value at Polis 


3% 


Oklahoma City, 
What's Le 
in Oklahoma's 


May 17. 
decided 
election 


name will be 


forthcoming 


with an assortment of names rang- 
ing from Joe E. Brown to Oliver 
'Cromwell wooing the wily voter 
Other names listed include four Will 
Roverse Mae West (campaigning 
for commissioner of charities and 
corrections), Patrick Henry, Theo- 
jore Roosevelt, S. Wilcox, Brigham 
Young, Daniel Boone, Huey Long, 
Sam Houston If, John W. Davi 
and John L. Lev 
List of fTamot name Ming has 

increased in Oklahoma ith each 
election since Will Ro a country 
school teacher bearing the me 
name as the ite noted humorist, 
rode to victo 1 a fongress-at- 
large 2. 


PRICE 


15 


es - - — 


PAGES 


ab 








‘Mechanized Variety Show, Labeled — 


Vaude-Vision, 5 Acts, in Ist Showing 





Subtle Revenge 
Philadelphia, May 17. 

Latest trick to give stations 
the jitters about man-on-the- 
street shows has been unearthed 
by WDAS here. Employe of a 
store or firm which has a strike 
edges to the mike and when 
asked his name gives moniker 

of one of the company execs 


To every question by the 
gabber, guy gives dumbest an- 
swer he can think of. Some 
big-shot inJustrial officials, as 
a result, have appeared to be 
pretty stupid and station has 
been receiving plenty of 


squawks. 











B’WAY HOUSES 
NOW YEN ICE 
SHOWS 


Ice shows are now on tap for legit | 
with three promising for next sea 
son. Georgie Hale, producer at the | 
International Casino, New York, has | 
bids from the Shuberts, from Mike 
Jacobs and Warner Bros., for frost- 
ing 


way theatres. 
WB has it in mind for the white 
elephant Hollywood, one of stem’s 


more capacious houses. Shiuberts 
| want a similar stunt for giant-legiter 
| Majestic while Jacobs seeks one fo 
the pillar-to-po t Hippodron 

With ice-skating show biz on the 
upbeat, younger dance tean are 
taking to blades as a means of broad- 
ening possibilities 

Mosily limited to those not firmly 
established as fancy terping twains. 





m ‘ 
1 
Vaudeville, minus sets or scen ry, 
and also minus live musicians, 
|; preemed at the RKO Hamilton thea- 
tre, New York, Monday night (16) 
under aegis of B. A. Rolfe and Jack 
Horn. Labeled Vaude-Vision. stunt 





| Paul Le Paul (magico), 


| 


' 


spectacles next season at Broad- 


L 
employs projected sound on film, 
celluloid track replacing the 


the 


pitmen, 


Act’s musical timing is synchronized 
to the reels and projecied enery 
serves as background Pictured 


backgrounding on s 
adequate, 

teps Of every remaining phase of 
vaude including Martin Beck, who 
fixed this first public showing 
indie agents and bookers came to see 
the new, mechanized vaude. General 
impression after 0.0. is 


-quined sheet is 


plus 


that some- 
thing may come of it. The Monday 
night audience was spontaneous in 


its enthusiasm, almost 
sound synchronizing vid encores. 
This problem might be corrected 
with elimination of encores a la 
ley, Or in some signal system to be 
worked out whereby encores could 
be served without stepping on toes 
of succeeding turn and jazzing up the 
timing. 


muddling .the 


bur- 


Regulation five-act show with 
Three Dansells (gir’ daticing trio), 


Mae McKim 
(Continued on page 52) 


‘Due- Bill | Biz Due Fer 


Court Airing Via Suit 
Due-bill biz in “ae York is set 
ito be given a thorough airing late 
this summer or early fall ASsso- 
ciated Advertising Co, throuzh its 
attorney Edwin M. Slote, has filed 
iit in New York supreme court for 
10,000 against Trade and Exchange 
Advertising Associates, and 23 if- 
vidual suits for like amounts 


igainst its wampum peddling mem- 


bers charging restraint of trade and 

other unfair practices. Bert Kay, 

head of Associated Advertising, 
(Continued on page 55) 
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MUSIC THAT LINGERS ON ‘ 
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Good Record of Maj jor - Company 
Deliveries for 1937-38: Smallest 


Deficit in Yrs.; Have 142 to Go 


—_——_—_—_—_ a 


As against signal failure of pro- 
cucer-distributors last season to com- 
jleie deliveries of product promised 





I 
f< the year, some falling down 
badly the current releasing year 
which comes to an end in July for 
some companies, and nearer Sept. 1 
for others, presen every indication | 
that the deficit will be the smallest in | 
any s€a mms j 
An analysis of regular releases, | 
checked with contractual promises, 
shows that for the Big Eight (Metro 
Par, 20th-Fox, Warners, United Art- 
ists, RKO, Universal and Columbia) 
e total of 367 features, excluding 
westerns and foreigns, represented 
the total delivery commitment on the 


(1937-38). Taking the re- 
leases that are set A egy-o May, the 
number that will delivered as of 
June 1 totals 261. “ leaves 106 
to come during June, July and Au- 
pending on when the various 
companies wind up their seasons. 
Some are in July, while others do 
not begin their new season releasing 
until around Sept. 1. 

With 106 features to come during 
the three summer months, the aver- 
age is 45's pictures for each month | 
among the eight big majors. The 
trend of production, in the minds of 
operators, suggests that the Big 
Eight will come through with the 
greater majority of the 106 yet to go, 


season 


Lusi, aej 





On His Own 


Holly ‘sida May 17. 

Red-headed kid at Edward 
Small’s party last week caught 
the eye of Archie Mayo, hunt- 
ing talent for ‘Youth Takes a 
Fling,’ the picture he direct- 
ing at Universal. 

Would the kid take a screen 
test He certainly would 
When Mayo asked his name he 


answered, 
is son of 
ducer, 


GRAINGER'S XN. Y. 
H. Q.; REP’S 19 
TO GO 


‘Bobby Small.’ He 
Edward Small, pro- 











James R. Grainger, new president 
and distribution chief of Republic 
Pictures, will make his headquarters 
in New York for a year at 

With Herb Yates, board chairman, 














| the 
| large 
| including Anatole Friedland, 


Woreneiey, May 18, 19: ode 











Cohan Marches On 





By JACK OSTERMAN 
| ‘President’ George M. Cohan packs 
| up his ‘I'd Rather Be Right’ tricks 
|and moves from 52d 
to 45th (Prize) street. For the benefit 
of our staff in Chicago we shall ex- 
beer that ‘Mice and Men’ won the 
| Critics’ Prize, ‘Can't Take It With 
You’ 1937 Pulitzer, ‘Our Town’ same 
prize a year later, and Gertie (‘Su- 
san and God’).Lawrence best dressed 
woman, all on 45th. Only one who 
didn’t get a prize on that block is 
the house detective at the Lincoln 


hotel and the doorman at the Astor. 
The Cohan show was originally 
slated for the Music Box and final- 


ly made it by br 
the Alvin. 


eaking its jump at 


Sam Harris who, if mem- 
ory serves, used to be a member of 
the firm, Cohan & Harris, 
musical and the theatre, 
Berlin receiving his 

money orders to the 

wish George and his 

tinued success, and 
of Harris to give 
chance! 


owns the 
with Irving 
profits via 
Coast. We 
con- 
swell 
another 


troupe 
think it’s 
Cohan 


It Happened Last Week 
Smash 
new hit, 
ange! 


event was opening of the 
‘I Married An Angel,’ the 
was Dwight Deere Wiman, 
Redgers and Hart. A 
attended the wedding, 
in from 


grooms, 
party 


his Atlantic City 


maid, Vivienne Segal, received a de 
ovation on her return to 
Broadway (notice we don’t. say 


Siro d 
servea 


home, for the oc- 


|casion and, happy to say, looking | 
;as good as the show. Head brides- 


least. | COmeback’—we hate the word). Zo- | 
‘rina made us wish we were plaving | 


| 
| 
| 


(Swing) street | 


RKO's Reorg Plan 


Presented Monday: 


Hearings Thereon Slated for May 24 





Ozarks Like Actioners 


Oklahoma City, May 17, 
Action, with a capital A, 
mixed in with a generous por- 


tion of shootings and throat- 
slashings, remains top billing 
and top drawing card among 


county-seat towns of this sec- 


tion, with the grass-rooters and 
under - privileged one - thirds 
ready to toss a two-bit piece 
(plus five mills tax) in the 
trough for escape from their 
problems of life. 

Ask any manager of a small 


town indie in this section what 
he thinks of the $2,000,000 his- 


torical production and his an- 
swer will be, ‘Give me more 
Gene Autrys, plus Mickey 


| Mouse and Donald Duck and 
they can drop their super-co- 
lossals in the Rocky Mountains 
on the way over.’ 











PONDER LAW 
ON ‘POISON 
SLUR 








+ onsen 


RKO’s modifi-d plan of reorganiza- 
tion was presented in N. Y. federal] 
court Monday (16) before Judge Wi}. 
liam O. Bondy. Hearings on the fair- 
ness and feasibility of the modifica- 
tions as proposed begin on May 24 
in the Bar building, before Specia] 
Master George W. Alger. The pla n 
i. resubmitted to him for hearing 


Depends upon the speed with 
which the matter is now handled 
whether or not RKO emerges from 


77b by the fall or later. Some of the 
1uMerous lawyers, representing 
holders of shares or other securiti s, 
however, in an effort to gai 
possible fees, might trv to 
heckle and postpone . 
zalion, 





nition for 


early reorgani- 


Attorney Hamilton C. 
Simpson, Thacher 
sel to Atlas 
modified plan, 


Rickaby, of 
& Bartlett, coun- 
Corp., presented the 
with a word of praise 
fo. Floyd B. Odlum, president of 
Ailas. Rickaby stated in court that 
the fact that they had arrived at 
modifications and at this point of re- 
organization was due chiefly to Od- 
lum’s efforts. He observed that Oad- 
lum was deserving of commendatior 
for his efforts in the matter. 

A motion to intervene by an at- 
torney representing brokerage hold- 
ings of $200,000 in company deben- 
tures was denied without prejudice 
by Judge Bondy, 

Another effort that would have 
caused extraordinary delay in the 
proceedings and possible damage to 
the situation was also averted by the 


























this season (37-38) vindicating the’ heading east, Grainger takes over Dennis King’s part, and the entire | ~_S court when it withheld action on the | 
failures on deliveries that occurred | his new job officially May 27. entertainment proved that the stage) + . wits over that Harry Brandt request of a Milwaukee holder of 
last year and—against Par—resulted —_—— is still a great thing if you put) ““ "~~ ° eo around 300 shares of old Class ‘A’ 
in serious suits, playdate strikes, etc. Hollywood, May 17. something good. on it. Outstanding | Poison at the bo. ad are being stock f RKO t ex: t th , 
; : rj iatneen abl a ' satir f tl ening was ‘ talked about on both coasts. The | S'OCK 0 to exan.ine the thou- 
Westerns d Foreigns With 19 pictures still to be shot; satire of the evening was ‘At the . . sands of proxies and tallv sheets 
ange ee ie he 1937-38 schedule, Republic is| Roxy Music Hall’; get a load of it,| RKO Radio legal department had Snes Gh proxies ane tay eee 

ith abov sures taki ly | On the 199/-08 schedule, ae Ss ~ : eS : fg eee :; a the old reorganization of RKO, in 

With above figures taking in only stepping on the gas to make up for | Leonidoff?! its press department dig up a com- Balti er me 3 
the regular features, the record the ‘time lost during the national Next door at the Broadhurst we Plete file concerning ‘Bringing Up aitimore, in 1931. . 
shows that of 50 western-action films nile siatercnin ines an the ‘lot early enjoyed Mike Todd's ‘The , Man Baby.’ Katharine Hepburn-Cary Attorneys for the Milwaukee ( 

promised, 24 of these ie have been t} a t} Mevheart Yates, chaise | Trom Caire’ in « it f the fact that |Grant co-starrer, although the com- stockholder (Stern) found them- 

ivered t} gh Ma hil f 21 this month, - =~ S o SD, .2 SEES O ae Zac rat . . ; selves contradicting one another, un- 
delivered throu 7: one & man of the board, has given orders; Dan Goldberg, a Variety mugg,|Pany admits it settled Miss Hep- |. "icp 
foreign-made pictures pterondey 13 noma ie eae , ne ‘ . : ; cae tie” ae age reeks before the der questioning by the court. One 

.taek hee lied waded FC. the remaining pictures, 12 of! adapted it. Too bad local critics |burn’s contract weeks before t had charged fraud had been perpe- , 
= — oe — - a which are features, two serials and | didn’t review it, instead of still re- | blast. trated in that reorganization, and an- 
through to June 1. This will leave five westerns. viewing Todd's last one, ‘Call Me On the Coast, it’s reported attor- arse i z teciggetes 
a total of 26 western or action films Four of the westerns are for) Zieggy.’ He'd like to forget that neys for at least one star are also other — followed toli the a 
0 g0 and eight foreigns, Gene Autry, who has been on strike one also 7 looking into the matter. Joan Craw- a — ea = eye srauc, : 

Throwing the regular features,| ... 7 1.24 ° Thon aN nh - ; nee i OE os ; a, but were merely charging that a mis- 

, since last December. He goes to Over to Joe (Gardenia) Schectel’s | ford closed with Metro on a new ale ‘of a ti pe ‘ 
western-actions and foreign-mades work this week in ‘The Man From ‘Swing Club,’ intime spot wisioh pact a few days after the Indepen- ae _— have een — _ =e | 
we Sees ty ae See Music Mountain.’ sives each lady , aie . ,|dent Theatre Owners (Brandt or- court at that 1931 reo:ganization. The 
together, of a grand total of 443 pic- ‘Army Girl,’ one of the year’s four a oe ppt lage ny ganization) ad appeared fraud charge was withdrawn 

: ‘* ors delivered : , comeon. Fresh personality from | 8 Le ‘ The court indicated forcefully that, 
tures, 301 will have en adelivere to budget pictures, is beer Be in : ae —  —_________. 
‘ough May, leaving bal of P es ig lie | West Virginia, swinging a hot ac- under the circumstances, it would 
through May, leaving a balance Of | ,-oquction and Ramon Novarro’s cordion, is Al Price. Saturday night, P ‘Sching’ iti 
142 still to be furnished to fill maxi-| 4orrer. ‘As You Are’ will roll next - ’ & SAILINGS not allow a ‘fishing’ expedition in 
igations Ss ontracts. | - ear oe bfaseig? opening of the second floor of Leeds’ the matter, and held off decision. 
) mum obligations. ome contracts, | week. In the cutting room are ‘First Clothi Sh } : 
: however, specify a minimum number | p,i,e' ‘Gangs of New York’ and othing op on the corner of| June 3 (New York to Stockholm),| Judge Bondy asked the attorneys 
i of pictures, with result that if the ‘Fighting Devil Dogs.’ | VARIETY street. They served double- Robert G. Vignola (Kungsholm). for the Milwaukee shareholder to 
minimum is struck instead of the ” ’ ‘breasted frankfurters and Sy De-| June 1 (New York to London), Prove their contentions and basis for 
4 maximum, complete delivery is con- | vore accidentally used white flannel | Darryl F, Zanuck-Joseph M. Schenck their request, which they were un- 
j sidered to have been made. Alex Korda to- Remake | material for he tablecloth. Party | and party, Jay Paley (Normandie). able to do. 
" ¢ t June ° a financial failure for the firm, | _ | 
{ As of the month of May, or a P : 9 May 18 (London to New York), | 
1, none of the companies are behind P : W h B , ‘. 
to any great extent. The breakdown | rison Without ars, — Thoughts While Thinking ia Kent, Henry Sherek (Queen Par Discovers Co. 

by companies, on regular features, | ° | 

from June 1 on, reveals the follow- Osso’ S$ French aiker. by We live at Joe Sullivan’s Windsor) May 18 (New York to London), | 0 id 134 137 
, ing: ent ie 7 ie tov of Pi Danielle Darrieux, Brian Aherne, verpa ’ 
“, 3 : , eM | ai Havor. »whstalrs, the Tilly Losch, David Niven, Philip 
! Columbia, which promised a el English production’ rights to! Alps restaurant, and next door the B h In Taxes: Ques 
f gram of 40, excluding westerns, will ‘Pris Without Bars’ made orig-|Riviera Cafeteri N h th | Reed, Diana Barrymore, Charles J. « We > 
ft. have nine to go heed conga “— tg ; wt oo ° steveria...Now that €! Pannill, Hal B. Wallis, Dr. John S. | 
‘ 20th-Fox, which promised @ mini- nelly in French by Compagnie n-| courts decided to turn over Lefty | Young, Mr. and Mrs. Louis Gensler, | — " 

53 ternationale de Productions Artisque | Gomez's entire Yankee season sal- Laird Goldsborough. W. H. Stein Suit was filed by Paramount Pic- 

will 3 - _ = gg mene la ‘Adolphe Osso) have been disposed | ary to June O'Dea, the ball park an-| yyenri de Coin (Normandie). ’ tures, Inc, in N. Y. Federal court 
! will have 19 to go if hing “wT to Alexander Korda, according to!nouncer c: pay, ‘ ; itchi i Saturday (14) to recover $134.137, { 
i promises, and only two to go if mini- | Alexander G, Pincus, Osso’s French rage glee ge ag = |__May 17 (New York to London), plus maavent from the U. S. Internal t 
: mum. ; — |! backer. Pincus is now in New York |! ber opens the 27th at the Essex | Mazo de la Roche, Harry Brand Revenue Department for overpay- 
Metro promised oe of 44) on a business trip and heads to the | House...last year it was Mister, but (Empress of Britain). ment of income taxes filed in 1931. 
i and a yee nalenneiagtan Of 36. It will have Coast in the next 10 days, returning | everyone's taking a cut. May 14 (Los Angeles to Hono- The claim is based on the payment J 
{ 10 to deliver on minimum require- tg France in June. OE ae lulu), Mr. and Mrs. Spencer Tracy by the corporation of $1,741,043 on I 
/ ments, 18 on maximum, during June, picture was released last month | (Lurline). the net income for that year of $15.- i 
| July. and August. | under its original title, ‘Prison Sans N. » 2 to L. A. M; , ‘ 639,043. The gross for the period 
1 ay 14 (West Indies Cruise), B. 1 
} Paramount promised 52, excluding | Mecvenun.’ SD Beewsier B Pg Mew ees was $125.393.526. 
; westerns, and as of June 1 will hav€| Remake rights reported sold for; frarriet Chass. — — eee. Paramount claims it has since dis- : 

13 to deliver. "$60,000. Chaudette Gethert | May 14 (New York to Naples), covered it had erronously included 1 

RKO promised 48 on the season juli Seciain : Mr. and Mrs. Wilham A. Curley, ¢) 335.452 in Canadian profits in the 
and will have 18 to supply to fill its : ‘ Pitts Sanborn (Rex). . : suhsidiarv. Cane 

ya tr a o supply Il Wallis’ N. Y Ogle Judge John Evans. | report and that its subsidiary, Can ; 
Pp Iss, 3 ° ° | Hope Hampton adian Paramount Corp., had dupli- 

la Universal sold 40 and will have) ya) B, Wallis, associate in charge| Billy Halep : cated the tax payment. t 
only nine to go. — of production at Warners, isdueNew) J. ccha Heifets ARRIVALS d 

VA committeed itself for 22, exclu- York today (Wednesday) on busi- s etd. — P ’ Pi ° d 
sive of foreign-mades, and will be) yess and pleasure wine: "| Joseph Julian, Olivia de Havilland, Paul and/| enner s Fic Poise 
short the delivery of 10 with arrival | While on Rinnnhwwon ho wilt leuk G. R. Keyser, Grace Hartman, Charles Vernon | Hollywood, May 17. F 
of June. scan’ tee inane aheites plays Cliff Lewis. France, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lukas,| Joe Penner’s next picture at RKO, 

WB announced 60 and will have 16 si is Fredric March. John Royal, Lily Pons, Claudette ‘A Fool for Luck,’ is due to ro}l this 1 
to come as of June 1. | Donald McBride. Colbert, Dr. Joel Pressman, Guthrie week under Ben Holmes’ direction. j 

In the foreign-made group, the month. RKO promised six westerns Sam Pokrass. McClintic, John Hay Whitney, Yvan Comedian checked in at the studio 1 
record is excellent except for UA but at June 1 will have five of these Dr. Joel Pressman. | Noe, Mr. and Mrs. Harry J. Spiess, after a stchntennsti vacation. ‘ 
which promised 14 from the other to go. Luise Rainer. Joseph Ridder, Viadimir Bourgman. aeanesiaieinastaete 

. eo 5 ( 
side but, through May, will have de-_ Specials Mr. and Mrs. Al Ritz. Frederick Lonsdale, Eric the Great, L. A. to N. Y. | 

livered only nine, leaving a balance A total of five specials were prom- I. A. R. Wylie. Albanis, Arlenx-Berosini, o < 

° of five. Twentieth-Fox promised ised: and sold. of these three have Katherine Brown. 

four and has delivered only one.! been made. Those not delivered and Donald Cope, : 
leaving three to come, if coming., unlikely to come through are one Jack Dunn. ¢ 
Metro, RKO and U each promised Charlie Chaplin from UA and one er CWS 0 6 n eTES 0 " ms Henry Ginsberg. : 
one foreign-made and all of these Eddie Cantor from 20th-Fox. James R. Grainger. 1 
comparies have_ delivered their Since it starts its new season a Mitzi Green. j 
singletons. usually in July, expectation is that Hollywood gets smal} share of Aussie coin —_ 1 Mrs. Will Hays. 

The westerns-action analysis re-| UA will be further than other com- Sosy Wickiond’s cadin show. ae ht 99 Leland Hayward. ‘ 
veals that Col promised a minimum panies in the Big Eight group in Further Selevesion details Ses Wie ee a We koe ge ee ene 38 Nick Kenny. 
of 14 and a maximum of 22, with a meeting the °37-38 deliveries. UA Mae Muriay’s spon0r.........................00**" Pas = Sam Levene. : 
total of nine on detivery up to June 1. has on!v one picture on the way for Bob Hope gs ioe Mickev “Me pen a , , eee ae ps Arthur Loew. | 
U sold 10 in this class and will have | June. Walter Wanger’s ‘Blockade.’ | New “i seview of ral aie an. as ++ Page = Sig Marcus. 

‘ four to go, while Par promised six | The company has nothing in May ex- Leurel-Mardy’s a wadeen ++ Eee 42 Mrs. O. O. MeIntvre t 
4 and will have only one to come after | cept reissues whch are not consid- |] aon Mix’s circus. Eas eoeabas teiadsadatte abit aad = i Irving Salkow, _ 
; May. and 20th also promised six, with | ered in this survey of the standing of | - PaO eR ae ns ee Fe ee ee ee ne ee ae Page 55 Hal B. Wallis. 

: two io be delivered after the current) the various majors. | Herbert Yates. 
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DOUBLE-EXPOSURE 


Showmen who have deplored 
nique in motion picture making 
may have had a semblance tor 
chowmen who held that the ins 
shov wise, might be an asset. 
mot a4 
hurt in the long run 

But now has come a situate 
crvstallized what may be a maj 
‘rhe recent blasts against ‘poi 


the expose of Hollywood tech- 
. as being damaging at the b.o., 
* plausible rebuttal from other 
ide stuff, if making the film fan 


These few believed that the 


mn where, for the first time. ts 
or fault of the picture business. 


son’ stars -and inferior ‘B’ ve- 


lricles have assumed a new manifestation in the past week, and 
right in the theatres from whence sprang the beef at Hollv- 


wood. This new form of expre 


poor films. 

It’s not the good humored hi 
ing of the Lone Kanger when 
his trusty steed, as has obtain 
hissing isa vicious, vitriolic, ir 
screen, which becomes the reci 
irate public that just seems ab 
film entertainment, 

Heretofore, many a time, 
‘This isn’t as good as her last 
didn't hold up, after starting « 
innocuous public opinions. 


long been a privilege of any amusement patron, 


often, the word plug has prove: 
tainments which may not have 
cisin. 
casual and cursory. 

Now they seem to have had 
recent propaganda against cert 
significances and exhibitor-pro 


seems too much ‘in’ on a phase of the cinema 


end—that it should know or c¢ 
film entertainment dispensed ts 


‘ssion is a wide-open hissing of 


» | > e 
heavies and cheer- 
‘Hi-Ho Silver’ to 


This 


ssing of the 
he exclaims, 
ed in some houses. new 
ankly antagonistic razoo at the 
pient of the razzberry from an 
out tired of paying for inferior 


one has heard the expressions, 


one,’ or ‘It’s a shame the story 
if so well,’ or other relatively 


The word-of-mouth, after all, has 


And almost as 
1 a direct asset to certain enter- 
fared as well from printed criti- 


But, in the main, such expressions of opinion have been 


their reactions crystallized by 

ain llollywood standards, trade 
ducer wranglings. ‘The public 
tthe exhibition 
are little about, so long as the 
generally adequate. 


It presents a new trade problem, Perhaps, heretofore, the pub- 


lic’s alleged strike against bad 
Holly wood blasts seem to have 
which compels serious industry 


pictures was unconscious. Anti- 
created a product-consciousness 
‘thought. It means a reeduca- 


tion of the public in favor of tilm attendance, 


Arthur Loew Reports Healthy Biz 
For U. S. Films Around the Globe 


Hollywood, May 17, 

Prevailing business 
Amevica are not shared by execu- 
tives engaged in film distribution and 
production in foreign countries, ac- 
to Arthur M. Loew, 
president in charge of foreign distri- 


anxieties in 


cording vice- 


bution of Loew’s, Inc., who arrived 
here Monday (16) on the Mariposa 
from Australia. He winds up a five 
months’ trip extending over 39,000 
miles, a third of which he made by 
airplane. Itinerary was from Eu- 
rope to Egypt, India, Straits Settle- 
ment, China, Philippines, Java and 
Australia. 

General state of the film industry 
abroad is optimistic. 

Progress, Loew said, is reflected in 
the consistent and healthy increase 
in public patronage of films, par- 
ticularly of American make, and the 
substantial betterment of exhibition 
conditions in all countries. All good 
American pictures are doing splen- 
didly throughout the world. 

When in Australia, Loew said he 
arranged to increase his company’s 
theatre holdings to seven houses with 
recent additions in Perth and Ade- 
laid?. Others >re already situated 
1a Svdney, Brisbane and Melbourne. 

Loew said 
tial progress in foreign picture mak- 
3 and efforts of foreign govern- 


ere has been substan- 


nents to foster production is ty ve 
*acouraged because any increase in 
juality films stimulates public in- 
terest in pictures to the benefit of 


vetter class of American-made prod- 


Loew remains here several days 


J*iore returning to New York 


o-- 





Milt Feld East 


Milton H. Feld, recently parted 
from 20th-Fox as a producer and re- 
ported on a deal to join Metro, is 
due in New York May 23. 

He left the Coast Saturday (14), 
with planned stopoff in Kansas City, 
his home town, on the way in, 





BRISKIN BACK 
COLUMBIA 


Hollywood, May 17. 

Columbia is recalling Sam Briskin 
to the executive production post he 
held at the studio for eight years 
prior to his departure in 1934, 

During the last three years of his 
regime at the Gower 
Briskin was credited with the suc- 
enjoyed by the production 
forces. At that time he was drawing 
$2500 a week. Toward the end of 
1934 he left after reportedly tiffing 
with Harry Cohn 
tion 

After leaving RKO last November 
Briskin had contemplate 
production but at the 
; abandoned 


street plant 
cess 
ai] MA- 


over stock 


om 


going | ) 


independent 


nsistence of Cohn has 

> venture to return to his old post 
it Columbia Understanding is that 
Cohn has ambitious plans for the 
tudio and that with the return ol 


Briskin he can detail most ol 
yroduction routine to Briskin, per- 
the C prez more 
' 


tine to concentrate on his piagas. 


slumbia 


this time,’ he said. 
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show biz-conscious the public became, maybe it wouldn't Picture Industry Has Come 


Out of It Before—Good 
Product Will Always 
Command Business — In- 
Betweeners, However, Are 
Doing Less 


REFUTES GOLDWYN 


By JOHN C, FLINN 


Film 
all American 


yf sound 
cated 


lemonstrating to 


industry is J 
business the principles 
financial 
upon the 


recovery, 
creation of higher 
product, meeting 
the challenge of a diminished pub- 
lic buying power 
tiv: pictures. 

‘This is not the first, or the second 
time, the picture business like othe 
industries, has passed through a pe- 
riod of business depression. Crealive 
ingenuity and management acumen. 
plus an awakened sales anu some ex- 
hibition enthusiasm have carried us 
through in the past; the same at- 
tributes and enterprise will carry us 
through aZain.’ 

Darryl F. Zanuck, head man at the 
20in Ceniury-Fox studios, is talking 
about the film business, giving some 
impressions of current conditions in 
the industry. Occasion for discus- 
sion is the fact that he is cleaning 
up the pile of work that is on his 
desk, as he intends to bow out of 
Hollywood next week for a two 
months’ vacation in Europe, first rec- 
reation away from the studio he has 
had in two years. This time Zan- 
Other planned 
vacations were canceled after tickets 
had been bought. 


predi- 


quality values in 


with more attrac- 


uck really is going, 


‘I'm serious about having some fun 


‘Vacation is my 
most important business.’ 

‘Box office slump is not due to 
poor pictures,’ Zanuck said, ‘nor is 
there any basis for Sam Goldwyn’s 
| conclusion that the public is on a 
picture strike. The record shows 
that the general public just hasn't as 
much money for film entertainment 
as it had a vear ago. If all films 
were suffering at this time there 
might be some truth in the ‘strike’ 
|argument, but the fact is that hit pic- 
tures are drawing bigger than any 
time in the past five years. The pub- 
lic is shopping, the fan is selecting 
his ‘must’ pictures and paying to see 
them. He is forced to pass up less 
attraciive films. 

Public Shopping for Hits 

‘Just glance at this sheet of fig- 
ures of current film rentals. It shows 
‘In Old Chicago’ is way out in front 
9 any picture of the lot. Look at 
these two Sonja Henie pictures, ‘Thin 
Ice’ and ‘Happy Landing.” The sec- 
ynd one is leading ‘Thin Ice’ by 10%), 
although put into release when con- 
jitions generally were regarded less 
favorable to big return. It will gros 
in America better than $1,800,000 
You don’t have to rest the case on 
our company’s figures. Every studio 
in the past year can show the same 
thing—that hit picture, are running 
to higher ficures than 
tat flops are getting le 
‘This is 
volving heavy risks. Zut we ha 


learned that when the 


anticipated: 


2 Jong-chance business, in- 


rough and the public buying 
spotty tnat the only winnin?® poli 
is to strive for more hit filn 

to risk more. That i 
whv our own company’s production 
-ased this yea 
yy $3.500.000 for the ame numove! 


ynther words, 


yudget has been incr 


of films we made last seasor 
jJon’'t know whether the net profi ; 
ine d f tt eason will 19 i 
A 9s the past veai No on i 
for aivthing about that But I 
1) ) ' 1 extra appropriatis 
) Vf yrenarat yr ) ) 
rea { popula Ls yf ) if 
) pda t i ) ) 
i ) 9 Iwo i i 
rave a be r list of boxoffi 
i (Continued on page 13) 
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Showdown on Charles R. Rogers 
Universal Squawks at Tomorrow's 
Meeting; Blumberg Back to Coast? 





Clever, These Photogs 


Hollywood, May 17. 

Three shots at one time Is the 
record made by Eddie Cronin- 
weth, still cameraman at Me- 
tro, bulbing Clark Gable in the 
act of falling into a mud pud- 
lle. 

Croninweth operated one bulb 
anothe! 


with each hand and 


ith his foot 


EE $3,500,009 
DOMESTIC ON 
SNOW WHITE 


‘Snow White’ in the U. S. and Can- 
ada stands to record a domestic take 
3.250.000 and $3,500,000, 
according to the trend of income at 
the close of the 15-week Ned Depinet 
Drive held by RKO. On this basis 
the take already is around $2,500,000. 
for the Disney feature. That’s the 
biggest in the history of RKO. 

The Depinet drive, honoring 
RKO’s distribution chief, also is the 
longest in the history of the company. 
The campaign ended officially Friday 
(13), and on that date the only cir- 
cuit not to have exercised the privi- 
leze of booking the Walt Disney film 
was the Saenger (E. V. Richards) 
chain, of the Paramount group. A 


matter of terms. 


A 











of between 


Jules Levy, general sales manager 
of the company under Depinet, has 
recently returned from ae seven 
weeks’ tour of RKO exchanges, and 
his observations of conditions are 
that general conditions might con- 
tinue to show a slump for the balance 
of the summer. The south, where 
vrosses held up while other parts of 


the country were slipping, began to | 


feel the drop last week. 


Whether or not RKO will hold a) 


national convention this year is not 
yet indicated. Possibility is that 
RKO may decide on regional ses- 


sIOns. 


It is RKO’s intention to make a_ 
complete program delivery for this | 


Firm has around 14 films 
to go, and intends to deliver all. 
‘Vivacious Lady’ (Ginger Rogers) is 
1936-37, stalled 


throuzh illness plus James Stewart's 


season, 


i holdover from 


interrupting commitments back on 
his home lot, Metro 
{KO is re ‘Little 


in addition to ‘King Kong.’ 


WESLEY RUGGLES-PAR 
MULLING NEW DEAL 


Hollywood, May 17. 
Ru‘%gles 


are dueling on a 


Women’ 


suing 


Weslev and P»ramount 


new contract be- 


fore the pnroducer-director shoves 
off on his European vacash. 
Current nact rufis out with com- 
nletion of ‘Sing, You Sinners,’ which 
i , up 


RKO’s 38 Scribs 
Hollywood, May 17. 
RKO writing staff now 
eicht 


ve working on 22 script 


hnumbei 


month 


WALD’S TRIO OF AGENTS 


Los Ar seles May 17 
J Wald } asked ths uperior 
) ) ‘ral ten out ni nree-V iv 

( tanel t Z7.-0p0 Ma Inc 
) C17 w Co and Leland 

I i Irie 

W j ] the ft ee 

i till clain l est » 3 
i i! ) > hha 1 i 

4 ) thiat ; 


} 


R. Roger Uni- 


may quit 
|} versal, and Nate Blumberg is likely 
l to return to the Coast late this week. 
Whether Rogers stays, and in what 
official capacity, or whether he quits, 
will be known definitely, following 
a special board meeting at Univer- 
sal tomorrow (Thurs.) This meet- 
called by who is 


Ing was Rogers, 


here with a squawk 
Rogers’ present U 
000 weekly, ha 


contract, at $2.- 


1round three years 





ito go A settlement mitht be made, 
depending on circumstance 
Actually, what twist tomorrow’s 


board meeting may take depends 
entirely upon Rovers. His grievances 
will be 


answered 


thoroushly analyzed and 


Summed up the issue may 
ability and 
management organization. Although, 


togers has 


concern a question of 
been more or less 
secretive about his trip and its pur- 
poses, it is no surprise as the trade 
has been familiar with 
tentions for some time. 

For the past two months, Matthew 
Fox, v.p. under Blumberg, president, 
has been on the Coast, trimming the 
overhead and cutting all deadwood. 
| Some of those dropped from the 
rolis have been Rogers appointees. 


togers’ in- 


Hollywood, May 17. 

Nine pictures in various stages of 
production and six more almost ready 
to shoot will vreet Nate Blumberg, 
Universal president, when he pulls 
in from New York this week. Six 
films undergoing final operations in 
the cutting rooms are ‘Rave of Paris, 
the Danielle Darrieux starrer; Pony 
Express Days,’ ‘Flaming Frontiers,’ 


(Continued on page 13) 
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4A’s Annual Meeting June 6; 


Constitutional Revisions Slated: 


See Equity Conciliatory to SAG 


Annual meeting of the Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America will 
be held June 6 at the organization’s 
headquarters in New York. Be- 
sides the president's report, the main 
business of the meeting is expected 
to be the proposed constitutional re- 
vision. 

While the meeting is 
mally held in mid-May, it has been 
set back this year largely because 
the Screen Actors Guild, largest of 
the member unions, is currently en- 
gaged in negotiations with the 
Hollywood producers. Added reason 
is thought to have been the annual 
election next week of the Actors 
Equity Assn. Idea is that the new- 


annual nor- 


ly elected administration would carry | 
any | 
constitutional changes or other mat- | 


more authority to act on 
ters pertaining to the association. 
Plan of constitutional revision has 
been recommended by a= special 
committee and submitted for con- 


sideration to the boards of the mem- | 





Too Much Mesquite 


Hollywood, May 17. 

With four Mesquiteers when it 
needs only three, Republic is 
dering what to do with the added 
starter, Guinn (Big Boy) Williams. 

Studio signed Williams for the 
spot occupied by Ray Corrigan, but 
demands of Republic salesmen at the 
recent convention caused Corrigan 
to be retained. Problem is whether 
to increase the Mesquiteers or place 
Williams somewhere else. 


wone 








'No Insurance, Loew 
Taking Big Rap On 
Joe E. Brown’s Spili 


Hollywood, May 17. 
Overzealous economy on the part 


ber groups, which have either ap- of David L. Loew’s aides will cost 
proved the proposals or suggested | the producer a stiff financial jolt as 


changes. Original plan and the pro- 
posed changes will be considered at 
the annual session. 

In general, the committee plan of 
revision calls for a much stronger 
central authority in the Four A’s, 
although the members groups would 
still retain autonomy. Idea is for a 
central office all under one roof, 
joint bookkeeping, a single member- 
ship card, ironclad working agree- 
ments between the various groups, 
branch offices in all key cities, in- 


spection of books, records and con- | 


tracts of all member groups by the 


a result of the leg injury Joe E. 
Brown sustained during the filming 
of ‘The Gladiator’ last week. On 
previous Brown pictures Loew had 
been completely protected by pro- 
| duction insurance, but this time the 
office helpers were still shopping 
around for a policy when the mis- 
hap occurred, 

With Brown out of commission for 
two, and possibly three weeks, Loew 
must pay contracted actors and 


without any kickback by an insur- 
ance outfit. 


land Edward Eliscu 


| 
| Breen starrer, 








 Qioliataw cil 


Hollywood, May 17. 
Harry Chandlee has been signed as 
| story editor by Sol Lesser at Prin- 
| cipal Pictures and two other writers 
set for assignments. 

Robert Neville will adapt and 
screenplay ‘Peck’s Bad Boy at the 
| Circus,’ first of the ‘Bad Boy’ 
will 
the 





script 


‘Fisherman's Wharf,’ 





WEBER-SCHENCK 


| 


|'musie for 


union workers during the shutdown | 


parent organization and various | = Pe ogee has oe d 
: Yr H serious 
other plans, some of which are al- | WTencne es sgamen Ser sOus | 


ready in practical use. 
Equity’s Slant 
Main opposition to the centraliza- 


; enough to keep him off his feet for | 


| that time. 
ture requires plenty of leg work. 


tion of authority is expected to come} wrestler, has been signed for sup- 
from Equity, which formerly con-| porting role in ‘Gladiator.’ Grap- 
trolled the Four A’s and has for the) pler’s picture job interrupts his 


Jast year fought the constitutional 
changes sought by the other mem- 
ber groups. Among the suggestions 
made by the Equity council is a pro- 
posal to limit the voting power of 
any member group in the Four A’s 
to one-third of the total 


campaign for the state legislature in 
| Georgia. 


AUTRY DRAWS 106 PER 


Brown's part in the pic- | 


Man Mountain Dean, bewhiskered | 


gardiess of the group’s ee | PIC AS REP SETTLER 
strength, Another is to have all 


questions of Four A’s policies de- 
cided on a vote of the member 
Zroups as units, rather than accord- 
ing to their voting strength. 
Pointed out that not only are both 
these proposals in direct opposition 


to the whole constitutional setup of | 


the Four A’s as it is at present, but 
they are contrary to the intention 


of the general constitutional plan as 


advocated by most of the other mem- 


ber groups. Both proposals, it is in- 

neutral- 
numerical | 
strength, which formerly gave it con- 
That control 
has since passed to the Screen Ac- 
Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists and the Ameri- 
Actors. It has 
been observed by various Four A’s| ‘hat young sagebrush 
itossed into the star's saddle during 
With both western 
| warblers back on the job in separate 
|pictures, Burnette may have to gal- 
his trusty 


tend to 
shrunken 


dicated, would 
ize Equity’s 
of the 


trol Four A’s, 


tors’ Guild, the American 


can Federation of 


execs, however, that 


trol of the Four A’s, 
SAG-AFRA Control 
Indications are that 


Equity made , 
no such proposals when it held con- |Autry’s absence. 


if the new 
Equity regime pushes the move to 
nullify the numerical strength of the | 





Hollywood, May 17. 
| Gene Autry will work exclusively 


| for Republic under the new contract 


! 


IN DUB-MUSIC 
ACCORD 


Picture producers using dubbed 
music after May 20 will be banned 
from employing members of the 
American Federation of Musicians. 
Deadline was set at a meeting yes- 
terday (Tuesday) afternoon of Jo- 
seph N. Weber, AFM prez, and Nick 


Schenck, representing the majo! 
film companies. 
Following the conference, Weber 


declared that the taboo applies to 
every type of shorts as well as fea- 
ture pictures and that the interna- 
tional’s Los Angeles local has been 


advised that any producer found re- | 
recorded | 
would | 


soundtrack 
his 
have his live 


or 
new product 
musicians withdrawn 


sorting to 


and his firm put on the union’s un- | 


fair list. Weber and Schenck’s get- 


together yesterday brought to an 
amicable settlement an issue that 
has been agitating the AFM for 
years. 





FOX FIGHTS PRYING 


INTO HIS HOLDING CO. 


Washington, May 17. 

Fight over sanctity of the records 
of All Continent Corp., investment 
concern set up in 1930 by William 
Fox, went into final round Monday 
(16). U. S. Supreme Court agreed 
to review the lower court rounds in 
which Hiram Steelman, receiver in 
charge of the deposed film tycoon’s 
affairs, has sought unsuccessfully to 
lift the veil. 

Argument on the power of the 
New Jersey district court and the 
referee to order examination of All 
Continent’s books was set for next 
fall when the Supreme Court issued 
order directing the Third Circuit 
tribunal to send up the papers in the 


that settled their long-standing feud. | jatest legal tiff complicating settle- 
ay had been warring over the! ment of the Fox troubles. 


| outside pictures, 


singing cowboy’s demand to make | 


| 


The books were ordered un- 
sheathed months ago by the referee 


| Autry will be paid for the exclusive and the bankruptcy court upheld 


| 
| tomorrow (Wednesday ). 
| Whatto do about Smiley Burnette is 


the latest problem at Rep, caused by 
Burnette established 
|himself as a comic cowboy in the 
| Autry films and later performed the 
when 

was 


Autry’s return. 


chore for Roy 


Rogers 
singer 


Same 


‘lop from set to 
| brone, 


set on 





to $10,000 per picture. His first job} 





other groups, it will be overridden. | 32 votes, or nearly half of the total 
Under present conditions, the Screen! in the Four A’s. 

Actors’ Guild and the American 
Federation of Radio Artists control ship strength of each group in the 
sufficient votes to put through the| Four A’s will be rated monthly, ac- 
reorganization program without the | cording to the paid-up files. 
support of the others. In addition | rating will be sent along to the Four 
to which they will have the support! A’s along with the per capita tax 
of the American Guild of Musical} which each group pays the parent 
Artists and one or two of the smaller | organization for its members. 


#roups. Attitude of the fast-growing A’s, in turn, pays a per 


Beginning in June, the member- | 


This | 


| proviso by a salary boost from $5,000 | him, On appeal, All Continent won 


victory a few weeks back, with 


under the new pact is in ‘The Man | the Third Circuit judges holding the | 
From Music Mountain,’ due to roll 


referee had no power to issue such 
an order, 

With Steelman contending § that 
Fox's affairs are so muddled exam- 
ination of the holding company ac- 
;counts is imperative, attorneys for 
the defense declared the receiver 
has had access to all the dope he 
could ‘rightfully desire. Books and 
;records were previously available, 
{according to All Continent’s brief, 


and Steelman had ample chance to | 


‘delve into affairs of the bankrupt 
without hindrance or restriction.’ 
Numerous photostats already in evi- 
|dence, while state looked at many 
| transactions which have no bearing 
on the bankruptcy. 


After giving wide latitude’ to 
snoop, referee and receiver cannot, 
;expect further chances to look at 


|records of a third party which is in 


Fox, All Continent said. 
to some privacy. 


It’s entitled 








WB’s Dickens 


Hollywood, March 17. 
Charles Dickens’ ‘Old Curiosity 


Four | 
capita tax | 


American Federation of Actors is|to the American Federation of | 
in doubt. Thought likely that the | Labor. 

incoming Equity administration will Kenneth Thomson and Laurence 
be more conciliatory toward SAG) Beilenson. representing SAG, are 


than was the faction recently in con- 
trol of the association. 

Factor in the future setup of the! 
Four A’s, as regards voting strength, 
is the recent purge by the Screen 


due in New York early in June, a 
day or two before the meeting. 

To revise the Four A’s constitu- 
tion, the membership of one of the 
component groups must pass the 


Actors’ Guild of its extra ranks.) proposed change by a majority vote. 
Numbering nearly 10,000 members| Resolution is then forwarded to the 
Jest summer, SAG has been stead-/| international executive - secretary, 


jly cutting its rolls until it expects; who submits it to the other groups. 
soon to have only about 5,000 mem-|It becomes effective as soon as it is 
bers. Votes in the Four A’s are | passed by majority votes of the 
figured on the basis of one for every | memberships ef two-thirds of the 
300 members. SAG once represented , other groups. 


Shop’ will be screenplayed by Don 
Ryan and Ken Gamet for produc- 
tion by Bryan Foy at Warners. 
Janet Chapman will 
in the moppet role of Little Nell. 





LES THOMPSON JUMPING OFF 


Lester Thompson, chairman of the 
|Hays office advertising advisory 
' council, has told his associates of his 

forthcoming marriage, set for May 
27. He will marry Electa Sandaver, 
of Queens. 

( Only intimate fiiends invited, 


series, | 


Bobby | 
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Cincy Nixes ‘Baby After Censor OK: 
Competitive Sexers Sued by ACMW 


= 





| 

| Cincinnati, May 17, 
Legal action to revoke order of 

City Manager C. O. Sherrill, by 


which he refused permission for 
| showing of ‘Birth of a Baby’ picture 
in Ciney unless delivery portion, oc- 
| cupying 40 seconds and approved by 
Ohio State Board of Film Censors, 
was” started in Common Pleas 
Court Monday (16) with filing 
of a suit for an injunction by attor- 
|; neys representing the producers and 
also the American Committee on Ma- 
ternal Welfare, sponsors of the cin- 
ema. It’s the first time that local 
officials interfered with okay by 
state censors, 

Ban was put into effect at Keith’s 
Friday (13) morning, ten minutes 
aicer the house opened for a sched- 
uled run of the pic. Police closed 
the box office and halted projection. 
Refunds were made to 100 patrons, 
mostly women. Screenings were ad- 
vertised for mixed audiences of per- 
sons over 18 years of age 


an 


On the previous day the theatre 
was closed to the public to allow 
for three invitational screenings of 


‘Birth of a Baby’ for the clergy, 


doec- 





Hope, Coogan Teamed 
For P. A. Tour of Easi; 


Jackie’s Kid Income 


Hollywood, May 17. 

Bob Hope and Jackie Coogan have 
been teamed for a tour of the east, 
opening at Loew's State, New York, 
June 24. Tour will include Boston 
and other Atlantic seaboard cities. 

Before they start eastward, Coogan 
appears solo in San Francisco, owing 
to Hope's studio work at Paramount. 

Jackie Coogan made only $1,500,- 
000 during his moppet days in pic- 
|} tures, according to Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Bernstein, his stepfather and 
mother, answering the actor’s claim 
that his earnings amounted to $4,- 
000,000. Bernsteins declared young 
Coogan has no right or interest in 
his earnings, that he was kindly 
treated at home and left of his own 
free will the day before he married 
Betty Grable, film actress. 


-WHITNEY-GINSBERG IN 
| §-T RELEASING HUDDLE 


| 


d. i. 


from 


(Jock) Whitney returned 
Europe Monday (16), while 


' 


tors and muny officials. Among the 
spectators were Chief of Police Ey. 
gene Weatherly, Safety Director 
Harry J. Wernke and several physi- 


‘cians. They reported that one scene 
was so objectionable that it shoulda 
,be eliminated from the picture, 
Sherrill saw a_ special screening, 


after his closing order was put into 
effect, and agreed with the opinions 
of the other men, 

He authorized running of the film 
with a cut of the delivery scene 


Ike Libson, manager of Keith's. 
put the issue up to the producers 
and sponsors of the film. House re- 


opened Saturday (14) at 6 p. m, 
with ‘Hold That Kiss’ (M-G) 

Lobby displays of ‘Birth of a 
Baby’ were left standing and ‘Com- 
ing’ strips were placed across them. 

Jack Skirball, producer, came in 
Saturday (14) from New York for 
the legal tilt, and a representative ef 
the ACMW arrived from Washing- 
ton at the same time. 


Critics of the three dailies gave 
the pic a nod of approval in their re- 
views, published after the closing. 
Post and Enquirer made strong edi- 
torial objection to Sherrill’s action 
and the Times-Star upheld him in 
lukewarm fashion, Many ministers 
and doctors issued statements favor- 
ing the pic in its entirety as an edu- 
cational medium. 


Entire rumpus, biggest of the sort 


; here, is a wow builder-upper for the 


| Hanna 


Henry Ginsberg from the Selznick- | 


| International studio, came in over 
the weekend to discuss current and 
pending matters with Whitney, 
cluding production plans for 1938-39 
season. 

While D. O. Selznick has 
With the Wind’ on his 
agenda, with testing continuing but 
little action otherwise, United Ar- 
tists doesn’t know as yet whether it 
;will get ‘Wind’ for °38-39 selling 
Presumption is strong that UA will 
be the releasing agency for picture 
when made, especially in view of the 
bonus system on rentals recently 
installed, 


‘Gone 


Hollywood, May 17. 

Henry Ginsberg, general manager 
'of Selznick-International, is in New 
| York to confer with John Hay Whit- 
ney, board chairman, and Lowell 


in- | 


film, which is expected by those in 
the trade to start grinding May 20. 


Cleveland Sexer 
Cleveland, May 17. 

American Maternal Welfare Com- 
mittee, owners of ‘Birth of a Baby’ 
which will turn the legit Hanna into 
a grind pix house May 23, brought 
suit Saturday (14) against George 
Young’s Roxy for using baby film's 
title in ballyhooing a sex show. 
Former burlesque house, reopened 
after several dark weeks, tried to 
capitalize on rival attraction by its 
marquee billing, ‘Miracle of Life— 
or ‘Birth of a Baby.’ 

AMWC reps and Hanna protested 
vigorously against steal of their 
copyrighted title, winning an injune- 
tion against the Roxy. Young had 
to yank his sexer after only three 
showings and pull down the oftend- 
ing posters. Final hearing was held 
Monday (16). 

Official Catholic newspaper came 
out editorially with a terrifie blast 
at ‘Birth’ and urged Catholics to stop 
showing. Bishop Schrembs 
of St. John’s Cathedral also stated 
he would battle it in his Sunday 


sermon. Sex-house’s title steal agi- 
tated the question so much that 


A.M.W.C, threatens to bring a deme 
age suit against the Roxy. Lattei's 
defense is that it did not use name 


_as a title but as a descriptive phrase. 


production | 





San Francisco, May 17. 

Injunction to restrain Capitol, lo- 
cal burly house from continuing run 
of ‘A Baby is Born,’ is being seught 
by American Committee on Maternal 
Welfare. Charge is that pix ‘treats 
pregnancy in a sensational and re- 
volting manner calculated to hor- 
rify expectant mothers and diseour- 
age child-bearing. Committee also 
claims that house is attempting te 
cash in on recent publicity of its 
own educational film with similar 
tag, ‘The Birth of a Bab.y’ 


no way related to or contrelled by | 


be featured | 


Calvert, general sales manager, on: 
the Selznick outfit’s future releasing | 
plans. 

Decision on further renewal of 
business relations with United Artists 
will not be made until Whitney ar- 
rives here in July, 

Deal is in the making between 
' David O. Selznick and W. C. Fields, 
| who recently split with Paramount, 
for a one-picture job, likely to be 
‘Heartbreak Town,’ a story of the 
trials of Hollywood moppets. 

Selznick had made several at- 
| tempts to borrow Fields from Para- 
mount before the actor and 
studio parted company. 


Leses in Texas 
Houston, May 1% 

Will Horwitz won an injunction 
suit seeking to ban his showing of 
‘Life—Birth ef a Baby, which he 
was exhibiting at his Uptown the- 
atre. The suit was brought by the 
American Committee on Maternal 
Velfare, Inc., which contended that 
advertisements of the picture sought 
to give the impression the film was 
the same as the ‘Birth of a Baby’ 
produced by the American Commnii- 
tee, and featured in the 
Life. 

The injunction was denied by Dis- 
trict Judge Ben F. Wilson afte: 
tributor Maurice Copeland had 1es- 
tified the film was produced in July, 
1937, and that a copyright had been 
obtained on the title. 


the Magazine, 


_ Al Shean in MG ‘Waltz’ we 
Hollywood, Mav 17. 


| Al - Shean 


; returned to the The film, which was exhibited for 
Coast for one of the top spots in ‘The adults only on a double bill with 
Great Waltz’ at Metro. | "Madame X,” had been approved by 

His recent chore was the lead in’ ¢ tv Health Officer Dr. John W 
the Broadway legit play, ‘Father Brown. and a commitice ef Heusie: 


Malachy’s Miiacle.’ i physicians. 
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Liquidation of Warners 
Co. B and Renraw, Inc., 


Washington, May 17 
Unserambling of the corporate de- 
which the three War- 
some of their WB stock 

(Tuesday) in tl 
Securities & Exchange Commission 
report on the stock transactions of 
corporate insiders. 

Liquidation of Holding Co. B and 
Renraw, Inc. was unveiled in the 
statement covering March operations 
by which the trio transferred some 
of their holdings to their own 
sonal accounts. By distributing the 
paper, Renraw 
to 1.500 shares of the $3.85 cumulative 
preferred. Each brother took 3,767 
shares from the strong-box, 
interest of each in 
14,384 shares. 

No changes in March in their 
jngs of common or debentures. Al- 
bert Warner accounts for 59,648 com- 
mon and $1,759,000 worth of bonds; 
Harry M. Warner, 62,560 common and 


positories in 
ners parked 


came to light e latest 


boosting 


his own name to 


$1,379.000 worth of bonds, and Jack | 
L. Warner, 88,060 common and $1l,- 
183,000 worth of bonds. In addition, 


Albert is indirect owner of ition, | 
debentures through Holding Co. A. 
Only other deal in film paper was 
insignificant. T. P. Loach of New 
York, Pathe exec, 


per=' 


portfolio was sliced. 


hold- | 


Grand National 


picked up 10 shares | 


of Pathe common, raising his stake to 


31 shares. 

Reports on- financial 
new directors showed Gurdon W. 
Wattles of New York, recruit on the 
Pathe board, has 1,200 shares 
mon but John Dabney Penick of New 
York, recently seated in the Uni- 
versal high command, has no money 
involved 


H’wood Turf Club (In 
Inglewood 10 Miles 


interests of | 


| was reported 


of com- | 


Holding 
SEC Discloses 





Seek mony’ s Heirs 


John Bunny, 
comedian, are being 
Dime Saving Bank, 
York. When he died, 13 
ago, the comic left an 
the bank. Officials 


Heirs of 
film 
by the 
New 
years 
account at 


pioneer 


sought 


of the institution are now try- 
ing to locate the widow, Clara 
Bunny, or a son, John, Jr. Lat- 


ter is reported to have visited 
an eastern studio recently in 
search of work in a film short. 
Amount in the savings ac- 
count is not disclosed, but it has 
piled up at compound interest 
since before Bunny’s death. 











Discloses Cas 


Balance, $91 


Hollywood, May 17. 
A cash balance of $91,657 on hand |! 
to Federal Court by | 
Grand National on statement of re- 


|}ceipts and disbursements for April. | 


| $69,066. 


Away) Opens June 10 


Ma y iy 
Warners op- 


Hollywood, 
Hollywood Turf Club, 


position to Hal Roach’s Santa Anita 
track, has begun its homesiretch 
publicity for the opening season 
June 10-July 23. Track is called 


Hollywood Park, though actually in 
Inglewood, a separate city 10 miles 
from Hollywood. 

De luxe sucker list was treated to 
the spectacle of a messenger boy in 
a brand new tiny Fiat coming up to 


| der 
| supervisor, 
| $2,000 per 

| budget of $15,000 apiece. 


the door with a special package. | 
Package when opened revealed a 


swank brochure of the track. 

Inside was an application for the 
clubhouse season tickets at $55 per 
person. 
lattered by inclusion in the list of 
those who had $55 not working 


AARONS, FANCHON OFF 
PAR PRODUCTION STAFF 


Hollywood, May 17. 

Two Paramount producers, Alex 
Aarons and Fanchon, will be 
dropped from the studio payroll 
when their contracts expire 
month, 

Aarons leaves after he completes 
his current production, ‘St. Louis 
Blues,’ early in June. Fanchon and 
her brother Marco are likely to team 
a3 a producing unit. 


Van Dyke’ s ‘Sweethearts’ 


stelrweed, Mav 17. 


rection 








W. S. Van Dyke draws di 
of ‘Sweethearts’ at Metro, previous!) 
assigned to Clarence Brown 


Nelson Eddy and Jeanette Mac- 
Donald are top-bracketed in this 
Victor Herbert musical 

MOPPET CO-STARS 
Holls wood, May 17 

Freddie Bartholomew and Juds 

Garland will be teamed for the first 


time in ‘Listen Darling’ at Metro 
Jack Cummings will produce from 
in ariginal by Katharine Brush 


Even working scribes were | 


| 
| 
| 


} 


next 


| mount, 


under court’s jurisdic- 
77B. 
during month 
and disbursements 
Reserve fund for payment 
of producers’ participation in rentals 
drew $12,533. 

Deal for Tex Ritter to make two 
more westerns for GN was approved 


Company is 
tion, being in 

Receipis 
$84,955, 


by the court, with Al Herman par- 
tially financing and directing. Un- 


the arrangement, 
and Ritter 
picture, 


Fd Finney, 
each receive 
which carries a 


Finney’s claims were settled by 
the studio for $12,100, plus $5,000, in 
consideration of waiver on return of 
10 westerns he made for 


Court also okayved purchase 


$17,500 of ‘Held For Ransom’ 
International Film, 
Dreifuss’ Deal 
As his first production for Grand 
National release, Harry Dreifuss, 
now visiting New York, will make 


an all-girl western. He's 
do six musical westerns 


on tap to 


|GN distribution. Visit east is to get 
| capital; leaves next week for the 
Coast. 


Dreifuss will work in conjunction 
with Fanchon & Marco. 





Gene Raymond to Chi; 
Mebbe Pitt, Phila, A. C. 


Closing last night at the Para- 
N. Y.. Gene Raymond. goes to 
the Chicago theatre, Chi, next week, 
where he closes May 26. He's been 
offered Pittsburgh June 10 or 17, 
with Philadelphia, a split between 
Peoria-Joliet. and the Steel Pier, At- 
lantic City, but doesn’t want to re- 
main idle in the east for two weeks 
before his next date. 
Sidney Piermont, for 
wants him at the 
getting from Par in New 


Loew's 
same salarv he’ 


York and 


Chicago—$4.200—and may yet fill in 
a week in Wash os and elsewhere. 
Mark Hanna reps Raymond, but if 
the fortnight’s inter ‘al isn’t plugged. 
the film plaver heads back to Holls 
wood, where his wife, Jeanette Mac- 
Donald, preceded him last 
PAIR OF FASTIES 
Hollywood, May. 17 

Florence mice and Melvin Doug- 
las are sct for the top roles in ‘Fast 
Compa! ) into prod 
Metro th vec 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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All Production Costs 
Whittled 20%—Two 
Weeks Clipped from 
Shooting Schedules—Trim 
Coin in Player Ranks 


ALL DEPTS. HIT 


Hollywood, May 17. 


Paramount’s economy wave has 
renee the $1,000,000 budget off the 
1938-3 schedule with the lone ex- 
rad of ‘Men With W now 


ited at 
on the new 
been whittled 
demand for a 20% 
Balaban, presi- 
here for three 
iffis, executive 
with Adolph 
William Le- 
chief, and other 


in production at a cost estim: 
\$1, 250,000. Other budgets <« 
| production slate have 
down to meet the 
reduction by Barney 
|dent, who has been 
| weeks with Stanton Gr 
chairman, conferring 
Zukor, board chairman, 
| Baron, production 
| studio execs. 
| Salaries of uncontracted actors and 
j 
| 


| writers, length of shooting schedules, 
| cost of story buys and other expense. 
| were all reduced to meet the eco- 
restrictions which went into 
effect, High 
he 


lights of the new policy | 


Former eight-week shooting sched- | 
| ules are reduced to six, with other 


were | 
totaled | 


the studio | 
and an accounting of profits on films. | 
for | 


and 13} 
| shorts as an indie unit producer for 


types trimmed in proportion 
Writers and others on a picture-to- 
picture basis will be discharged im- 
| mediately at the end of each job. 
Bidding against rival companies for 
novels and stage plays is out. 
Supporting casts will be 
tained at a high artistic sta 
with lower salaries 
In addition to the 
general tightening in all 
to cut down little leaks 
into big money in a major 
Salary cuts among character 
other featured players not 
|contract is general, Paramount 
ficials declared. In one case, a char- 
acter actress who recently spurned 
anything less than $5,000 a week with 
a five-week guarantee, is currently 
| willing to take $1,750 with a one- 
week minimum. 
LeBaron, who was recently handed 
a new contract, asserted that the 


main- 


ndard 


se there is a 
departments 
which grow 
studio, 


under 


| fect on the maintenance 
| ture standards. 


of high pic- 


and | 


of- | 





PAR ON A REDUCED BUDGET 





O00 FI With Practically No Opposition, 
PITS ARE ally Senate Passes the Neely Bill 


But It's Not as Dire as It Sounds 





Trial and Error 


RKO Jeffe son, Ne V yy I k, 
has a funny suit on its hands 
from a femme patron who, in 
pique, tried to bite the door- 
man, with result she lost a 
pivot front tooth. She’s suing 
for the loss of the molar. 

Altercation arose when she 
and her escort were barred 


when trying to bring in a dog 
She returned, and with het 
coat bulging, the the 
tache thought she was trying 
to smuggle the pooch After 
some words the incensed patron 
bit him. 


1tre it- 











Tarkington Sues 


WB Over ‘Penrod's 
Brother’ Film 


Court action against Warner Bros. 
over the film ‘Penrod and His Twin 


Brother’ was brought last week by 
Booth Tarkington. Suit in New 
York supreme court seeks an un- 
specified amount of damages and to 
halt further reelase of the pic. 
Tarkington, who sold all his 
literary works up to 1931 to Warn 
claims ‘Penrod and His Twin 
Brother’ is not his creation, but was 
written by authors hired by the 
studio. Since it was not his work 
and was therefore not included in 
the sale, the producers. have no au- 
| thority to use his name and his 
characters, the novelist alleges. 
Warners have 20 days to answer 


from ' economic policy would have no ef- | 


Balaban and Griffis have since left ! 


|for New York and 
; east. 


Kent Back in Time 
To Powwow with Joe 
Schenck and Zanuck 


Darryl] F. Zanuck is due to leave 
| trolly wood for New York May 27 to 
join Joseph M. Schenck, with whom 
he sails for Europe June 1, 
|to present plans. Meantime, Harry 


are now 


|Brand arrived in New York via the 
Canal on Monday (15) and sailed 
yesterday (Tues.) in advance of 
Schenck and Zanuck. They will 
probably return togeiher Schenck 
came up from Florida Saturday (14) 


vith his brother, Nick. 

S. R. Kent will reach New York 
from abroad in time to hud 
Zanuck and Schenck. He 


from England today (Wednesday) 
and is due in N. Y. Monday (23). 
Kent has been across o British and 
‘ontinent sales conve 


3 In, 2 Away at M-G 


Holl od i ] 

Two pict r | ( 
Metro In p ] i 
ubject to 1 i 

Storte f T} ( t Waltz 
nd ‘Too Hot to Hand I ( 
plete A, O 
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back | 


according | 


the suit, after which Tarkington has 
the privilege of applying for a 
temporary injunction to halt release 
of the film pending outcome of the 
suit. Action is skedded for hearing 
next October. Sidney R. Fleischer 
is attorney for the plaintiff. 


rt) 


_—- — 


‘Radio City Revels’ Suit 
Hollywood, May i7. 
Charging plagiarism, Benee Rus- 
sell, New York songwriter-play- 
wright, has sued RKO for damage 

of $2,000,000 in Federal Court. 
Writer claims the ‘Radio 
City Revels,’ was based on his story, 
‘Dream Me a Song,’ which was re- 


picture, 


| jected by the studio. 


‘Union Label’ Exhibit 

In SF with Pix Stars 
San Francisco, May 17. 
by a list of Hollywood 
rs, the first ‘union label’ 


Bolstered 


union membe 


exhibition ever held in California 
was staged here last week at the 
Civic Auditorium. Hollywood stars 
who participated in the show in- 


cluded Leo Carillo, m. c. for the en- 
tire event, Wallace Beery, Rochelle 
Hudson, Jimmy Gleason, Olivia de 


Haviland, Eddie Quillan, Edith Fe! 
lows, Bonita Granville, Roy Roget 
Helen Hayes and Mickey Rooney. 
Craft exhibits by carpenters, mill- 
men, garment workers, typographe 
and dozen of other unions partici- 


pated in the event. 


Line cemmed Him Up 


Ho vyood, May 17 

Robert Tavlor’s econd succe 
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Washington, May 17 

Though not a ‘record 
(meaning a rolleall 
Neely bill was passed in 
Senate laie this afternoon. 
while perhaps not meaning 
thing as dire to the motion pic- 
ture industry as it sounds, does 
manifest the greatest forward 
step yet ma‘e in this type of 
U. S. anti-pix biz legislation 
Of about the 50 Senators pres- 
ent, no more than a half dozen 
scattered ‘nays’ were polled 

With a similar bill pigeonholed 
in the House, due to the commit- 
tee taking no action, it will die 
there. Which, of course, means 
that legislative campaigns anew 
must commence with the next 
session of Congress in the fall. 
Congress adjourns in four to six 
weeks, and there’s the slimmest 
chance of anything being done at 
this conclave, 

The Neely bill was passed with 
but two changes. One was an 
added clause exempting shorts, 


vote’ 
poll), the 
the 


This 


anv- 


similar to newsreels, as pre- 
viously. The other, upon Senator 
Borah’s behest, eliminates the 


provision which would have ex- 
empted exhibitors from any li- 
ability for refusal to pay for con- 
tracted pictures, ‘if substantially 
different from the synopsis,’ as 
provided for in Neely’s pet meas- 
ure, 

Political onlookers again were 
struck with the meagre tactical 
opposition presented by the film 
industry’s proponents in Wash- 
ington, It’s interpreted as ma- 
terial progress for the auati-in- 
dustry measure, and proves that 
the Neely bill at least can get 
half-way there. 


Desultory discussion of the Neely 


bill outlawing block booking opened 
today when the West Virginia re- 


former presented a motion to cone 
(Continued on page 19) 


Pins-and-Needlers’ 
Hollywood Bonanza; 
Flock of Historicais 


Mollvweed, May 17 

Business is booming among cos- 
tumers and garment makers, 
structing strange raiment for the im- 
pending stampede of historical pic- 
tures. Tailors and seamstresses are 
busier then they have been for sev- 
cral years, 

Period costumes are required at 


Paramount in ‘If I Were Kins” 


COne- 


Spawn of the North,’ “he Texans’ 
ind ‘Men With Wings,” now in proe- 
luction, with ‘Zaza’ almost ready to 
shoot and ‘Knights of the Round 
Table’ in the offing. 

Warners is readying ‘The Sea 
Wolf,’ ‘Memphis Belle” ‘Juarez,’ 
‘Dodge City’ and ‘The Life of Haym 
Solomon,’ with ‘The Valley of thea 


Giants’ now under way. 

‘Suez’ at 20th-Fox requires pe 
clothes as does ‘Northwest Passage,’ 
forthcoming at Metro. 


— 


More heavy costuming will be de- 
manded by Sam Goldwvn's ‘Gisu- 
tark’ and still more by Selznick-In- 
t-rnational’s ‘Rupert of Hentzauw’ and 
Gone With the Wind.’ 
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Blame It on Spring Fever: Lefty's 


Nostalgic Vaudeville Cavalcade 





By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., May 17. 
Dear Joe: 

Thanks a lot for your letter telling me all that’s going on in the Big 
Town. Although this place is a part of the U. S. and we get newspapers 
and have a radio, we don’t get the show-news as quick as you birds do in 
New York. I mean the important show news. Of course if a picture actor 
buys a dog or a picture actress gets her fourth divorce we get it right away, 
but I mean really important news like you wrote me about Billy Rose 
bringing vaudeville back. Well, editors just don’t think that’s important 
out here. I can just imagine how Billy Rose will bring back vaudeville 
judging by the way he’s been doing things up to now; everything is on a 
big scale with him—just like the guy that weighs coal. 

I guess he'll open his show with an overture by Paul Whiteman, Benny 
Goodman, George Olsen, Ben Bernie, augmented by the New York Phil- 
harmonic orchestra led by Toscanini Then the Lukens, Rath Bros., 
Rice and Prevost and the Seven Bracks would open, followed by Ryan 
and White, Doyle and Dixon, Boyle and Brazil, Evans and Lee and Bissett 
and Scott. Then a flock of sketches like Hawley, in ‘The Bandit’: Imhoff, 








P. S.—Rabbit Stew 


Hollywood, May 17. 

Former chief flack of an indie 
outfit looking for a job, 
boasted that he could generate 
publicity ideas faster than rab- 
bits multiply. 

With each of his letters to 
major studio publicity chiefs he 
sent a crate containing a rabbit. 


NEW SELLING 
IDEAS BEHIND 














The Gab’ Eve View 


By Marian Squire 





‘Rebin Hood’ an Extras’ Holiday 

‘The Adventures of Robin Hood’ is an extras’ holiday extravaganza, With 
thousands of people milling about the castle and Sherwood Forest, all 
handsomely done up in Technicolor. Errol Flynn wears his tights well, and 
leaps about defeating hundreds of opponents, all at once, in single-handed 
combat. 

A handsome and colorful figure in flowing capes and brocaded vestments 
is villyun Basil Rathbone who meets the fate he has been meeting various 
ways in most of the costume plays produced, This time, it’s a fencing bout 
with Flynn which ends his nefarious career. Claude Rains does well with 
the double-dealing Prince John and Herbert Mundin, as Flynn's right hand 
man. 

Flowing robes in various shades of satin fashion Olivia de Havilland’s 
costumes as ‘Maid Marian.’ 

Even Miss de Havilland’s lighter scenes are done with a look of faint 
trepidation. This scarcely deepens as she is led away, presumably to await 
execution, giving the impression that she knows as well as the audience 





REISSUES 


] 
with few new} 


Those companies 


| does that she’ll be rescued by Robin Hood. 
| 


Eugene Pallette and Alan Hale fit into the picture well as Friar Tuck 
and Little John, respectively, and former box office names like Montague 
Love and Robert Warwick turn up in the cast. 

Temporary relief of the unemployment situation is one of the greatest 


Conn and Corine, in ‘The Pest House’; Cressy and Dayne, in ‘The Wyoming pictures coming through are still | assets of the majority of films in the ‘spectacle’ division. 


Whoop,’ and Willard Simms, in ‘Flinders Flats. Then a load of mixed acts 
like Mack and Walker, John and Mae Burke, Brendel and Burt, Dooley and 
tugel and Williams and Wolfus. Some flash acts would fit in right about 


busy in their pressbook and expleita- 
tion department, getting out new text 


here—for instance, Lasky’s Trained Nurses, Gus Edwards’ ‘School Boys,’ |and ad ideas for the summer reissues. 


Girls and Redheads, and Chip and Marble. 
Opening Intermission would be Three White Kuhns, Duffy, Geisler and 
Lewis, Stepp, Mehlinger and King and Clayton, Jackson and’Durante. Id 


Radio City Music Hall Goes Astrological 
The Music Hall stage serves up a glittering astrological show in ‘Stars at 
Midnight.’ Rosario Orellana is a singing Venus surrounded by girls posed 
in flowing white. Stage revolves to a Grecian pergola with the ballet in 


| Unprecedented number of oldies be- | full white tulle skirts bordered in paillettes, and pointed paillette trimmed 


| 
ing sent out again has inspired many 


to frame new pressbook material. | 


bodices. 


The Rockettes, reasonably enough, represent Mercury, wearing short 


like to see Honey Boy Evans, Lew Dockstader, Arthur Rigby and Eddie | | white costumes with black godets, one sleeve green and one red, and red 
Leonard go on right about here, then the Howard Bros., Clark and Mc- | Either the original editions have! and black winged caps. And just to make sure, an enormous figure of 
Cullough, Cantor and Lee, Howard and North and Wynn and Lewis. Then | run out but, mainly, new ad stunts | Mercury appears on the backdrop. 


the single women led by Sophie Tucker, Rae Samuels, Lillian Shaw, Nan | 
Halperin and Emma Carus and Trixie Friganza. A flock of jugglers headed 
by Cinquevalli, W. C. Fields, Kara, Harrigan and Bedini and Arthur. Then 
a barrage of laughs by Julius Tannen, Charlie Case, Walter C. Kelly, James 
Richmond Glenroy and Frank Fogarty. A load of sweet harmony singers 
like Bayes and Norworth, Van and Schenk, Clark and Bergman and Brice 
and King. Topped off with Houdini, Annette Kellerman, Powers’ Ele- 
phants, Meehan’s Dogs and Long Tack Sam, and the Exit March to be 
played by Sousa. The only trouble with a show like that is, what would | 
he follow it with? And playing in a restaurant like he has would start | 





2 lot of arguments about spots; some of ’em wouldn’t want to go on before who came in from New York. 


the soup and then there’d be an argument who was to go on between the 
dessert and the coffee. I know a lot of acts I can get him that would be 
glad to follow a good steak. 

‘I Can Dream, Can't I?’ 

Can you imagine what could happen if vaudeville should come back? 
Taylor and H. & M. would start making trunks that carry irons and high 
hats; scenic artists would learn how to paint drops in one, center door 
fancys, kitchen sets, wood drops, street scenes and olios. The Western 
Union and Postal would start doing a good business, the railroads would 
use up all their uppers; route books, rosin boards, spangles, tights and 
black books for agents would be sold by the thousands. Hollywood would 
Jook like Freeport looks now, agents and bookers would start eating again, 
the Palace theatre elevators would be greased up, and music publishers 
would talk to actors that are not on the radio. 

Aggie just read this letter over my shoulder and accused me of smok- 
ing marijuanas. She sez to tell the boys and girls back there not to count 
on bringing vaudeville back; the only thing they can count on these days is 


and exploitation ideas are back of 
the new campaign material. 
Chicago, May 17. 
Reissue of the Rudolph Valentino 
flicker, ‘Son of the Sheik,’ goes into 
the Balaban & Katz Garrick May 28 
for arun. Also set for several key 
city dates for B. & K.-Great States. 
Deals made here by Joe Plunkett, 


No Checker to Tally 
Scores, Par Golfers 


Let Themselves Go 


A few respectable golfers, plenty 
of dubs and a few whose ability to 
count all strokes, lost balls, misses, 
etc., is doubtful, attended this year’s 
Paramount annual golf tournament 
Thursday (12) at the Rye Country 


‘Serenade to the Stars’ is sung by Jan Peerce and Rosario Orrellana, and 
danced by Mario and Floria. Miss Floria wears a glittering bodice fitted 
to below ‘the hips and flaring into yards and yards of white chiffon. 

Most effective of the Nat Karson sets is the finale—a sparkling, star- 
studded, maypole effect which rises from below, bearing the white tulle 


| clad ballet. 


‘The First Hnudred Years’ Seems That Long 

After approximately an hour and a half of Virginia Bruce and Robert 
Montgomery leaving each other and getting back together again, ‘The First 
Hundred Years’ seems aptly titled. It’s that original little plot of wife's 
job vs. marriage. 

Miss Bruce makes a fortune as a literary agent, in handsomely tailored 
frocks decorated with frothy white ruffles or bulky clips at the throat. 
Favors Grecian style for evening—one draped top chiffon has sweeping 
skirt and small rhinestone birds perched on the shoulders. This is worn 
under a voluminous lame wrap with huge fur sleeves. A rather scrambled 
street outfit has a trying bonnet, crown flat on top and shooting out in the 
back. Suit has three-quarter sleeves, and both coat and skirt flare, add- 
ing inches to the silhouet. 

Binnie Barnes is a nebulous menace in two similar black evening gowns, 
both cut straight and very low at the top. One has a single set of narrow 
shoulder straps, the other double with huge rhinestone clips. A black 
street dress is topped by a silver fox cape and a high cone hat with a 
shower of veil falling from the top. a a 

Nydia Westman, in the somewhat anamolous position of ‘companion’ or 
something, to ‘uncle’ Harry Davenport, wears a rhinestone sprinkled chif- 
fon over fitted taffeta slip. 


their fingers, Ain’t there a song called, ‘I Can Dream, Can't I?’ So long}. . ie Miss Bruce (‘Mrs. Conway’) finally straightens things out by parting with 
kid, sez see Paints =_— os Seo her job when the doctor informs her—to her amazement—of the imminence 
Your pal, mott, general auditor of company, | of g little stranger. Miss Bruce seems sophisticated enough to have had 

Lefty. turning in the best score. He shot| some inkling of the situatioin—but maybe she had been to busy at the 


P.S.—Fred Allen sez: ‘Only one letter makes the difference between click 
and cluck.’ 


DeMILLE AND UNCLE 
SAM SETTLE TAXES 


Washington, May 17. 
Money worries of Cecil B. DeMille 
were softened somewhat last week 





| Mike Connelly to Coast In 
Behalf of Screen Guild 


Mike Connelly, studio checker in 
the east for the Screen Actors 
Guild, will be shifted to the Coast 
for the summer. Leaves next month 








close Thursday (2) when the In- | 
ternal Revenue Bureau agreed to ac- | 


cept $9,967 from Cecil B. DeMille 


While in Hollywood, Connelly will 
attempt to adjust two claims he has 


an 81 in the morning and 85 jin the 
afternoon. A Ross Federal checker 
was not assigned to the tournament, 
which makes the records a bit dubi- 
ous On a couple of the scores that are 
even disgraceful as they _ stand, 
among them Bill Lawrence, realty 
executive, who said he did 136 for 
18 holes and Vincent Trotta, chief of 
the art department, who turned in a 
neat 166 for 18. 

George Cavanaugh, district man- 


the picture of a nude, among prizes 
given out, which others wouldn’t ac- 
cept, including Paul Phillips, Par 


office to think of anything but business. caf 

Alan Dinehart supplies a laugh here and there and Warren William is 
Miss Bruce’s business partner. The attractive Robert Montgomery salvages 
all there is from his part—and would probably have been much happier 


with a better vehicle. 





— 


Olympe and Gene Scare Nobody : 
Between Olympe Bradna and Gene Raymond it is hard to determine 
which would be less likely to succeed as an unscrupulous jewel thief. Yet 
that is what both are required to be in ‘Stolen Heaven.’ In the forest 
scenes they suggest babes in the woods much more than crooks fleeing the 
law. A thought furthered by their light hearted predilection for bursting 


is ‘explained’ by the fact that she was raised in an orphanage and is now 
under the spell of ‘gang boss’ Gene Raymond. As a menace Mr. Raymond 
is about as frightening as Baby Leroy in his earlier years. Never was 


¥ : ‘ yhen production in the eastern | ager upstate N. Y., w timated at | into Viennese waltzes at the rustle of a leaf. 

by c . © % Ww p e N. X., was estimated at | in : 

i rial a in a four-year-old \studios shuts down for the hot |190 for 18 in view of lack of actual| Miss Bradna has a little the best of it as she can be neonate . = 
t, a) ; 2 , : j . e of crim 
' Months of negotiations came to a| months. figures but Cavanaugh finally took | extent. She doesn’t have to go around menacing anyone. Her li 











Productions, Inc., in settlement of a 


claim for $22,325 more on the basis | 


of 1934 earnings, 

Last year, the New Dealers listed 
DeMille as a horrible example of tax 
dodger, although the courts upheld 
his contention that Productions was 
a legitimate concern and not a device 
tc zyp the Government. 


Gals Team for Series 


Hollywood, May 17. 
June Lang and Lynn Bari have 
been permanently teamed for Sol 
Wurtzel’s new series, ‘Big Town 
Girls,” at 20th-Fox. 
First of the series, ‘Meet the 
Girls,’ is due to start June 6. 











Carlson’s Dualer 


Hollywood, May 17. 
Richard Carlson, recruited from 
the Broadway stage by David O. 


Selznick, is working a double shift. | 


acting in ‘The Young in Heart’ and 
writing an original story for S-I. 
Before he took up acting, Carlson 
was associate professor of English at 
ihe University of Minnesota. 





‘had pending for the last 
years against Vic Orsatti. It covers 
| deals, Connelly alleges, he had be- 
fore becoming associated with SAG, 
when he was an agent in the Jenie 


| Jacobs office. According to Con- 
| nelly, he and Orsatti jointly set film 
| deals for Gladys George and John 
| Eldredge. Claims he never received 
| his percentage of the commissions. 
| Both cases depend to some extent 
on a pending decision regarding 
| talent agents, to be handed down by 
the California Bureau of Labor. 
Claim for the Miss George percent- 
age is covered in a pending suit by 
Connelly against Orsatti, 


‘Laza’ Bows Isa 


Hollywood, May 17. 


Isa Miranda, Italian import, makes | 


her American picture debut in 
Paramount's ‘Zaza.’ 
Albert Lewin produces. 


Big Coin Suspect 


Hollywood, May 17. 
After viewing the rushes of ‘Wives 


|Under Suspicion,’ Universal execs. 

“ing on Their Own 

Hollywood, May 17. |mund Grainger production 

Lee Chadwick and Dick La Marr ‘ordered a heavy exploitation 
have opened their own agency on / paign. 

Sunset strip. Grainger is readying 

Both pulled out of the Leo Mor- | Never Sets’ to start as 

rison agency. ‘current chore is completed. 


and 


‘The 


£O0Onm as 


Sun 


several | theatre real estate head, whe’s mar- 


} 
| 


ried. 

Behind McDermott, the best score 
of 83 in the morning and 87 in the 
afternoon, was shot by Ray Keenan, 
accounting executive; while Don 
Velde, in charge of ad sales, got an 
88 and 89. Roger Clement, attorney, 
brought in 86 in the a.m. and after 
luncheon refreshments, a 92 in the 
afternoon. Other scores for 18 holes 
only were Ed Gaylor of the distribu- 
tion department, 89; Clark Brown 
tax head, 100; Paul Phillips, 103: J. | 
B. McGovern of the accounting divi- 
sion, 100. Dr. Emanuel Stern, com- 
pany physician, shot a 112, while 
Fred Mohrhardt, Par’s comptroller, 
brought in 114. 

McDermott was in charge of all 
arrangements. Prizes, including ra- 
dios, golf club sets, ete., were dis- 
tributed by picking names from a 
hat—probably to keep the Lawrences 
and Trottas from forgetting more 
strokes, putts, etc.. than they did. 


‘LADY HAMILTON’ FOR 
LLOYD AS PAR OPUS 





Raymond so gentle as when he is trying to look like a cross between 
Svengali and Bull Montana. 

Glenda Farrell, who seems entirely capable of handling the whole thing 
herself, is also a ‘tool’ of the mild-mannered ‘boss.’ 

Miss Bradna is fluffily feminine in contrast to Miss Farrell's sartorial 
severity. In man-tailored suits with neat ascots and casual sports hats Miss 
Farrell contributes what comedy lines there are. 

Miss Bradna waltzes and sings in a cafe wearing an ice skating effect 
costume of white, with fitted bodice and flaring, fur-bordered skirt. She 
waltzes in the woods, and for ‘pianist’ Lewis Stone in a full sheer dirndl 
peasant dress, 

Among a bevy of merry peasants and simple village maids with inch 
long artificial lashes, Miss Bradna and Raymond are ‘redeemed’ through 
Lewis’ beautiful character. And no one is more relieved than Mr. Raymond 
when he can stop trying to glower at people and relax with a friendly 
smile, 


RKO's "Borrowed’ Juve, | H’wood Takes Peek At 
But M-G May Get Play ae 
. sy ea May 17 Third Dimension Device 


Hollywood May 17 

Peter Holden, seven-year-old juve- | aeons 
Hollywood, May 17. 
Hollywood viewed the first test of 

j ahs aged ; a new photographic device, to pro- 

at end of the play’s run on Broad- vide greater focal depth for shooting 

way. , ; linteriors at a private showing last 

Metro is reported top bidder for Saturday (14), 
the play. | New system, developed by a group 


nile in ‘On Borrowed Time,’ signed 
by RKO, must report at the studio 








Hollywood, May 17. 





| 


raised the classification of the Ed-| Hamilton,’ one of the biggies on the | 


his | writers 


Paramount's ‘The Life of Lady | 


Hollywood, May 17. 
— Metro shot the moon during total 
1938-39 budget, will be produced by eclipse last week, using a specially 


cam-|Frank Lloyd as soon as he finishes | built camera stage on the back lot. 
| If I Were King,’ now under way. 


Lunar shots will be 
assigned |in the Stars,’ a short due to roll 
to develop. the Hamilton | soon with Johnny Downs = and 
| Eleanor Lynn in the leads 


used in ‘It’s 
Producer-director has 


story. 


—_—_——_—___—— headed by Courtland Smith and 
‘ |Jack Connolly, synchronizes the 
Finally Made It |camera intermittent with the set 


ilighting system to achieve a third 
‘dimensional effect. It is not yet ap- 
plicable to outdoor shots. 

Connolly declares his system is 
| ready for production use and will be 
|/given extensive tests by a majo! 
|studio under normal production con- 
{ditions within the next two weeks 
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Incorporating Hockey Clips in U 
Feature Brings Mad. Sq. Garden Suit 


+ 





Universal Pictures Co., Inc., Big | 
str’ Exchanges, Inc., and Universal 
Film Exchanges, were sued Thurs- 
day (12) in N. Y. supreme court by 
the Madison Square Garden Corp. 
for alleged damage to the latter's 
goodwill and rep, as result of hockey 
game scenes which go to make up a 
great part of the defendants’ picture, 
‘Idol of the Crowds.’ The Garden 
Corp. asserts Universal in exploiting 
the picture falsely represented that 
scene of professional hockey games 
exhibited in the picture had actually 
been taken in the Garden. This 
misrepresentation, the Garden be- 





moans, has seriously injured its 
chanees of future sales of picture 
rights in the Garden to other pros- 
pective producers. It asks for a per- 
manent injunction to stop continued 
showing of the pictures, and leaves 
the damages it has already sustained. 
if any, up to the court. As yet the 
defendants have not answered the ac- 
tion. which was filed through the 
Garden’s attorneys, Chadbourne, 
Wallace, Parke & Whiteside. 

Citing the long reputation the 
Garden has had for causing clean 
sport of every description the com- 
plaint makes the chief beef that 
Universal had used shots of profes- 
sional hockey games taken at vari- 
ous times for newsreel purposes. 
These flashes, the Garden avers, were 
taken during the final playoff of the 


Stanley Cup games between the N. Y. } 


Rangers and the Detroit Red Wing 
teams in April of last year at the 
Detroit Arena. The management of 
the latter auditorium, the complaint 
states, permitted the shots to be 
taken only under the same condition 
he Garden had imposed; that they 


were not to be used in feature pic-' 


tures without specific permission 
and the payment of adequate com- 
pensation. The defendants not only 
violated this agreement, but broad- 
east circulars to exhibitors repre- 
senting that the hockey scenes were 
actually taken in the Garden, there- 


by giving the public a wrong im-) 


pression, 

When the picture, ‘Idol of the 
Crowds.’ was first shown at the Cen- 
tral theatre, New York, last Decem- 


ber, the Garden complains, the de-| 


fendants caused the theatre’s man- 
agement to exploit the picture with 
posters connecting the Garden with 
the picture, ‘with intent to increase 
the picture’s revenue, but to the det- 
riment of the plaintiff.’ 

Not only that, but the Central’s 
press agent asked the Garden’s per- 
mission to supply space in the Gar- 
den’s lobby on hockey nights for the 


purpose of boosting the picture and) 


to give the public the impression 
that the picture and the Garden 


in the suit is unusually long and 
just what damage has been done the 
Garden by the picture, other than 
that Universal failed to pay the Gar- 
den corporation, is not quite clear. 

Stanton L, Griffis, of Paramount, 
is chairman of Madison Sq. Garden 
Corp. 

Oklahoma City, May 17. 

Oklahoma City’s now famed ‘Case 
of The Sawed House’ has come to a 
close in Federal district court here 
with dismissal of Mrs. Fern G. Chad- 
wick’s suit against Universal, Mid- 
west Enterprise Co., Standard Thea- 
tres and Warner Bros. Theatres. Mrs. 
Chadwick, chiropodist’s widow, had 
asked $25,000 damages; $15,000 actual 
and $10,000 exemplary, on charges 
that Universal newsreel men_ had, 


; and two-reel output for 1938-39 to | 
| 134 items. 


| has in the past. 


| to Mrs. Helen Schuster Martin, who somone 


games were identical. The complaint ; the past. 


|N. Y. headed by Grad Sears, Carl 
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20th-Fox Readies Its 
Own Shorts Prod. East 


Studios of 20th-Fox on 10th av- 
| enue at 54th street, New York, are 
' being readied for start of first short 
features which company will turn 
out for its 1938-39 program. Com- 
pany has two small stages in plant 
which are deemed adequate for 
present requirements. 

Some shooting will be done under 
| the Movietone newsreel unit. Lew | 
| Lehr is the principal comedy series 








Power’s Scholarship 


Cincinnati, May 17. 

Tyrone Power has established an 
annual award of $350 for a senior 
scholar of the Schuster-Martin | set. 
School of Drama showing marked 
ability and in need of financing for 
continued training in a stage, screen 
or radio career. The film star, a na- 
tive of Cincy, made announcement of 
the award in a telephone address 
from Hollywood Saturday (14) night 
to an audience attending the local 
school’s anniversary stage produc- 
tion, ‘Dancing Moods,’ in Taft 
auditorium. Power was honorary 
chairman of the affair, which was 
in the nature of a memorial tribute 








NEA’S N. Y. CONV. 
TO STRESS PIX 
EDUCATION 


founded the school in 1900. 

Mrs. Patia Power, mother of Ty- | 
rone, came on from the Coast for | 
the celebration of the school which | 


Audio-visual education will come 
into its own at the National Educa- 
tion Association conclave to be held 
in New York starting June 30 when 


nn inl T - 
oo re haga ‘ girlhood. Walter | three phases of motion picture work 
Malo) Bre at vide pear "5 Ray ees eee eenes See 
ceived training under Mre. Martin full session. Important announce- 
é; ae ene ; -’| ment also is scheduled on the ap- 
wired their sentiments from Cali- | 


praisal of short features program, 

| instituted by the NEA and the Hays 
a es | office last year. 

Besides speech by the motion pic- 

ture chairman of the National Con- 


WB Cuts Plans to 52 rman of the National Co 
gress ol 2arents anc eacners, ice 
Features for 1956-9; || Scuber. aisector of the motion pie 
Emphasis on Shorts 


fornia and London, respectively. 


| Education Association, will make a 
demonstration of Human Relations 
| films. These are the shorts that have 
Dallas, May 17. | been cut out or edited | out _of 
Warner Bros. will produce and| features, ne longer currently being 
market 52 pictures for 1938-39 sea- | released. I ictures will be tested with 
la typical high school class in at- 


son, instead of 60 as previously an- | 
tendance. 


nounced. Statement was made by | Ed f 1 ee 
Gradwell L, Sears, sales chief, after | , ae ak wie “ *y he ae ~~ N 
long distance confabs with Jack | D2N@ Sumpse ob activity oy me Ne 


j . ‘ | j a vic Irv n% Ss 
Warner and Hal B. Wallis, at studio, MONE) AGYisCty Commies On the use 
of motion pictures in education, which 


from south and western sales’ con- | : , j 
: was carried out with the aid and 


| 

clave here. However, same budget | ; ffice last 
will apply for numerical decrease. co-operation of the : aAYS One ins 
Sears added that ‘this will allow |S¥U™mmer in N. Y. Three panels, set 
for a proportionate increase in the | UP for work last year, will demon- 


production budget on each of 52 re- | Strate no Sane reviewed ante- 
leases and put WB in a position to | ated short features to pick out 
produce consistently high grade mo- | those or excerpts from them for 
tion pictures for coming year, with | classroom work. Teachers at ses- 


a strong attraction to be released to | near will pass on the appraisal ac- 
theatres each week durin eason.’ | “!VitY- , 
, nee oe Big Crew for Big Trees 
War Sinn wi 1 P | Hollywood, May 17. 
arner Bros. will increase its one William Keighley and a crew of 
‘ 100 are shooting exteriors among the 
lager ena dh the com- | big trees at Eureka for Warners ‘Val- 
pany will employ more color than it lley of the Giants.’ 


Prior to leaving| Yocation trip had been postponed 
New York for Dallas, Norman Mo- | twice vehioe” because a "Goudy 


ray, shorts sales manager, indicated ' weather, 


short subject. more vigorously than PROXYING PAR’S NEXT 
ANNUAL MEET, JUNE 21 


Paramount has the same proxy 





A large Warner delegation from 


Leserman, Norman Moray, Roy 
Haines and others left Friday (13) 
for the three-dav Dallas meet which 
is being presided over by Ben Kal-' committee again working on the an- 


menson, western-southern sales) nyal shareholders’ meeting to be 
chief. S. Charles Einfeld proceeds to|hejq June 21. They are Barney 





ithe Coast from Dallas. while others | Balaban, Adolph Zukor, Harvey D. 
ireturn to New York. Clayton Bond. | Gipson, Stanton Griffis and Stephen 


through a pictured scene of the saw- | 


ing-apart of her house, ruined her 
reputation, credit and social stand- 
ing: suggested that she had been 
evicted from her home, and was in 
a bad way financially. 

An Oklahoma City loan firm had 
foreclosed on the land under half of 
her house, and because she refused 
to sell her property or buy the prop- 
under the other half of the 
louse had sawed the house in two 
at the dividing line between the two 
lots, 


erty 








Nix Sterilizsiion Pic 

Albany, May 1 
Appeals upheld today 
Commissioner Graves. 


— 
‘ 


Court of 
Educational 


five to two, banning ‘Tomorrow's 
Children,’ picture with sterilization 
theme. Chief Judge Crane and 


Lehman dissented. 
used film privately. 
Foy Productions and Principal 
im Exchange appellants. 


Reported court 


WB's film buying chief, who went! Cajlashan. Routine authorization of 
on vacation before the New York capital stock setup of the company 
session started, joined up with the | oaiused by elimination of 
crowd at Dallas. preferred stock, under conversion 
process, and the election of a slate 
| of 16 board members constitutes the 
principal business of the meeting. 


Hollywood, May 17. 

Around 16 features will be put into 
production within the next eight Some discussion may arise regard- 
weeks at Warners. That many scripts ing Griffis’ compensation, as it Is 
have either been completed or are understood that he now draws a 
in the final polishing stage. |weekly salary in addition to ex- 

Leon Schlesinger’s quota shorts, penses and insurance benefit. 
for Warner's ’38-39 program upped 
from 36 to 42. | 

Due to the heavier briefie load, 
the cartoon producer is abandoning 
plans to make ‘Rip Van Winkle,’ 
feature length, this year. 


O'Connor, Willi West 


John O'Connor, general manager 
of RKO theatres, heads for the Coast 
latter part of this week to survey the 
company's Pacific slope theatre set- 


UA Meets Thursday - 





O'Connor will probably spend 
- e around two weeks on the Coast. 
To Finalize Roach Arthur Willi, RKO s+ home office 
talent chief, goes to the Coast for 
: r confabs with Pandro Berman, studio 
H ily wood May 17. chief on Fridav (20) May be gone 
United Artists board meets Thurs- | also around two weeks. 
jav (19) to finalize a releasing deal ‘ — - - 
with Hal Roach. Meanwhile, attor- A Thrush He'll B 
nevs are working out the details. a i 
eeu ix tee alee SOs, Hollywood, May. 17. 
UA gets the fi Roach feature not Charles Bover, French n actor, 
later than December. Roach is pre-, sings for th first time 1 Walter 
pared to finance own production. Wanger’'s ‘Algiers,’ now in the final 
D A. H. Giann UA prexy, stages of productio 
a ed ne wav fo R yach’ entry nt ) Ann Ronell and Vineent Ss otto 
he fold Marv Pickford planed nj; wrote ae dittv titled ‘This is the 
‘ty aliend the meeting. ! Life 
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Directors Considering AFL Tieup 
To Force Producer Recognition; 


Will Fight Against Guild Decision 





Hollywood, May 17. 
Following a crossfire of letters be- 
tween Frank Capra and Darryl F. 


|Zanuck, 20th-Fox executive sudden- 


ly terminated exchange of com- 
munications with the announcement, 
‘I do not feel that any of the many 
problems can be solved or our in- 
dustry benefited by further state- 
ments.’ Negotiations for a working 
pact with the Screen Directors Guild 
are definitely off unless the unit man- 
assistant directors with- 
draw from the organization and seck 
separate agreements. 
At the present time there is no 
in the Guild 
units having voted 
SDG negotiating 
committee headed by Capra. Craft 
is expected to mark time pending a 
jhearing before the National Labor 
Relations Board on its petition for 
recognition as bargaining representa- 
tive for the director 
and assistant directors. 
| In the meantime there is a possi- 
bility the directors will consider the 
| advisability of applying for an in- 
ternational charter, probably to the 
American Federation of Labor. 
Leaders have pointed out such af- 
filiation would prove invaluable to 
|the organization should it decide on 
drastic action in an effort to force 
producer recognition. 
Capra in his latest 
Zanuck asserted that 
|were renewed at the instigation of 
|Joseph M. Schenck and the pro- 
|duzers, and not at the request of the 
| Screen Directors Guild. He criti- 
cized cessation of parleys upon ad- 
vice of producer aitorneys because 


ranks, all three 


unit managers 


letter to 


the Guild had a petition pending be- | 


fore the NLRB, stating producers 
| were well aware of that fact when 
ithey resumed negotiations. 

Capra's letter to Zanuck follows: 


‘I am in receipt of your letter of | 


|May 7, 1938, written in answer to our 


letier to Mr. Schenck dated May 5, | 


1938. 

| ‘You state that our letter of May 5 
was delivered to the trade press at 
|\the same time it was sent to Mr. 
i|Schenck. In this you are in error. 
|Care was taken to deliver the letter 
both to you and to Mr, Schenck 
ihours before the letter was reieased 


|for publication. 
|same consideration has not been 
ishown to our committee. My first 
knowledge of your communication 
was gained from reports from the 


daily papers, which appeared, at that 


their possession. 
‘Proposal Made’ 





'the report our committee made to 
|the Guild. We did not report that 
\the producers would accept our 
|membership as constituted, provided 
the unit managers withdrew. But 
|we did report that this proposal had 
been made at our conference. When 
our committee conference ended, it 
was the conclusion of your commit- 
tee that an acceptable compromise 
might be worked out along these 
lines. Only upon this basis were we 
willing to submit the question to our 
Guild. 

‘Finaily, you are 
you infer that negotiations were 
resumed at our instigation. It is 
true that Mr. Hawks and I went to 
see Mr. Schenck and discussed the 
| problem with him. But we went 
lonly after we had reccived an invi- 
tation from Mr. Schenck and the ex- 
press assurance that the producers 
desired to reopen the discussion. 
After our conference with Mr. 
Schenck we _ reguested a _ formal 
t only at his suggestion, 


meeting but 
and after he assured us the request 


mistaken when 


vould be favorably received We 
had no intimation that you desired to 
commence negotiations only upon 
condition that the assistants with- 


drew from the Guild or 


utilize the d 


desired to 
cussion merely for the 


nurpose of forwarding to us a car- 


non copy of the ultimatum rejected 
by us some eight or nine months ke- 
fore 

‘Of course our re pective comm it- 
tee vere not appointed to reach a 
inal agreement, nor did I indicate i 
my letter to Mr. Schenck that they 
were. They were negotiating com- 
mittees only Nevertheless, we un- 
derstood that they were appointed 
in order that a sincere and stren- 





negotiations | 


I regret that the! 


time, to have a text of your letter in! 


‘You err further when you refer to} 


uous effort might be made to arrive 
at a solution of the problem. We 
‘understood that you had no more 
|power to reach a final agreement 
ithan we did, but we felt entitled to 
assume that when the executives of 
three major studios meet in formal 
negotiations, all questions relating 
|to the legal advisability of such nego- 
tiations had been fully discussed and 
settled prior to entering into nego- 
tiations. 
‘Conference Welcome to Both’ 


| 


‘If you were unwilling to negotiate 
;} unless the assistants were separated 
from the Guild, we should have been 
so informed at the beginning. The 
conference in which we participated 
was as welcome to you as to us. You 
were familiar with our desire to 
maintain the unity of the Guild. Yet 
you did not state that our negotia- 
tions were predicate 
of the Guild. 
‘The reasons you advance in your 
letter of May 7 why your counsel 
have deemed the negotiations ‘un- 
| wise’ are not persuasive. For you 
assert that your attorneys have 
‘pointed out the inconsistencies of the 
duties of the several groups in (our) 
Guild and ‘also that (our) Guild had 
| instituted proceedings before the Na- 
'tional Labor Relations Board.’ But 
‘surely the conflicting contentions of 
the partics with reference to the 
component groups of the Guild were 
well-known to your committee be- 
fore the resumption of these negotia- 
| tions. The contentions of both sides 
had been fully set forth in corre- 
spondence passing between the two 
committees last year. And we must 
assume that the members of your 
committee were aware of the pro- 
| ceedings instituted on behalf of the 
Guild before the National Labor Re- 
| lations Board. If these were the rea- 
| sons why, in the opinion of your 
| counsel, the continuance of negotia- 


i upon a division 





| 


| tions was unwise then the negotia- 
| tions should never have been com- 
| menced., And we should have been 

advised in the beginning that there 

was do disposition on the part of the 
| producers to arrive at a settlemert, 
| but merely to reiterate the stand 
| they took last year. 

‘It would serve no good or useful 
purpose to prolong discussion of this 
|sort. For the issue between us is 
clear. On our part we believe that 
the members of the Guild—directors, 
assistant director and unit managers 
—have the right to form themselves 
into an organization of their own 
choosing, and to elect representatives 
of their own selection. You believe, 
apparently, that you can compel the 
division of the Guild, and the reor- 
ganization of its membership into di- 
visions of your own selection. 

‘Only two conclusions can be 
drawn from your sudden and abrupt 
termination of negotiations. (1) 
That you never really intended to 
negotiate unless you could split the 
Guild, or (2) that Mr. Schenck and 
;yOur committee acted for the pro- 
ducers without full authority. 

‘We do not doubt our right to form 
an organization of our own selection, 
and to be represented by representa- 
tives of our own choosing. Our nat- 
ural right in this respect has been 
recognized and supplemented by the 
provisions of the Wagner law, 
Hence, we assume this Guild will ap- 
praise at its true value your sug- 
gestion that i. negotiate by dissolv- 
ing its organization and dividing its 
membership.’ 

Zanuck declined to answer the 
Capra communication, but said: 

‘I see no point in making any fur- 
ther press statements. I feel that too 
much has already been said and 
printed about the present contro- 
versy. I do not feel that any of the 
many problems can be 


solved or our 
industry beneiitted by further state- 
ba ? 





ment 
Would Stagger Employment 
A plan to 


he film industry, 


stagger employment in 


with the idea of 


tanilizing production over a 12 
months’ period, is being drafted by 
the Studio Unemployment Confere 
ence for presentation to producers, 
Jack Holen, president of Motion Pice 
ture Painters Local 644 and chaire 

in of the conteren S, said the Sile 
lation in the motion picture busie 
re milar to that in the autoe 


He said plants are 
night for a few 
pd actically close 
mi page 53) 


yperated day and 
} and then 
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Gravy Train in L. A, Robin Hood 
Town's Topper, $30,700 in Two Spots; 
‘Lady $19,500; ‘Grove Dismal 96. 


Los Angeles, May 17. 


Bulk of the first runs are doing 


okay currently, with profit in sight | 


for most of the houses. Topping the 
field is ‘Robin Hood,” which 
headed to better $30,000 on initial 
week of day-date booking at the WB 
Downtown and Hollywood. 
‘Vivacious Lady.’ though not ter- 
rific. is doing better than average at 
the RKO and 
over week of 
State-Chinese 


‘Old Chicago’ at the 
should bring a com- 


bined $19,000, after smash $29.400 on | 


initial stanza. Disappointing is ‘Co- 
coanut Grove’ at Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) 
80-40-55-75) —‘Old Chicago’ (20th) 
and ‘Island in Sky’ (20th) dual (2d 
week). Trade eased off on second 
week, but this to be expected, as 
most of Hollywood mob caught the 
two-a-day run at the Four Star, so 
$7,500 not to be despised. First week 
brought very nifty $11,100. 

Downtown (WB) (1.800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Robin Hood’ (WB). Shown 
solo, this WB topper affording plenty 
ot opportunity for turnover, so 
should hit excellent $14,200 on first 
stanza and holds for second 
Last week ‘Love. Honor and Behave’ 
(WB) and ‘Beloved Brat’ (FN), 
pretty bad with $4,100. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—‘Sailing Along’ (GB) and ‘Adven- 
tures of Chico’ (Woodard) 
Dual policy of ordinary foreign picts 
isn’t spelling much profit for this 
Wilshire blvd. de luxer, and best in 
sight is so-so $1,800. Last week ‘To 
the Victor’ (GB) and ‘Scarlet Pim- 


pernel’ (UA), okay $1,400 second 
sianza. 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 


65)—‘Robin Hood’ (WB). Will beat 
its day-dater, Downtown, and at 
$16,500 for the till plenty good for 
holdover. 
Behave’ (WB) and 
(FN), brutal $4.000. 
Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Prison Nurse’ (Rep) and ‘In- 
ternational Settlement’ (20th) dual 
and vaudeville. Biz off along with 
rest of downtown combo policy 
houses, so will have to be satisfied 
with so-so $7,000. Last week second 
run of picts. 
Pantages (Pan) 


‘Beloved Brat’ 


(2.812: 30-40-55 )— 
*Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Dr. 
Hallet’ (U) dual. Got away to strong 
start and will have no trouble hitting 
merry $10,500, plenty profit. Last 


week ‘Sinners in Paradise’ (U) and | 


*“Wicle Open Faces’ (Col), very bad 
$4.00. 


Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-40-55) | 


— Cocoanut Grove’ (Par) and ‘Tip- 
Off Girls’ (Par), dual. Got away to 
brutal start and lucky to hit $9,000 
but holds extra five days due to lack 
of product. Last week, final six days 
of ‘Dr. Rhythm’ (Par) and ‘Marriage 
Business’ (RKO), topped $7,000, just 
fair. 
RKO 


(2.872; 30-40-55 )—‘Vivacious 
Lady’ 


(RKO) and ‘Dr. Hallet’ (U) 


looks | 


Pantages, while hold- 


(2,024; | 


week. | 


Last week ‘Love, Honor, | 


PICTURE GROSSES 














+ 

| Bowes unit. Liable to gross around 
'$12,000 good. Last week, ‘Stolen | 
Heaven’ (Par) and ‘Thrill of a Life- | 


time’ (Par), fair $5,000. 

Princess (CT) (2.300; 50)—‘Women 
Are Like That’ (WB) and ‘Beloved 
Brat’ (WB). Average at $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Hardy's Children’ (M-G) and 


Trouble at Midnight’ (U), nice 
$6,500. 

Orpheum (Ind.) (1,100; 50)—-Gold- 
|wyn Follies’ (UA) (5th week). Okay 


$3,000. Last week, good $3,500 

Cinema de Paris ‘(France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Double Crime de la Ligne 
Maginot’ (2d week). Figures to 
i gross about same as last week; $1,800, 
good enougn. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34) 
—L’Occident?’ and ‘Un Coup de 
| Rouge.’ Should be good $6,000. Last 
week, ‘La Citadelle de Silence’ and 


‘La Caserne en Folie,’ $5.600, average. 


BRAT-KING ORC 
$16500 TOP 
SLOW D.C. 


dual. | 


Washington, May 17. 
Cold snap not enough to offset 
| what is probably an all-time low in 
/marquee names among the new 
| flickers, and total take looks to be 
jbrutal. “Test Pilot’ won't come close 


| to two vaude spots in gross, but third 


|week of Gable-Tracy-Loy should 

show more profit than all four new 

shows on mainstem combined. 
Estimates fur This Week 

Capitel (Loew) (3.424; 25-35-40-66) 
—‘Stolen Heaven’ (Par) and vaude. 
|Phil Regan and Sybil Bowman get- 
| ting swell word-of-mouth for stage 
|}show and papers went to town on 
|}Olympe Bradna visit day before 
| opening, but week won't better fiop- 
po $14,000. Last week, ‘Four Men and 
a Prayer’ (20th) weak at $16,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1.583: 25-40) 
| ‘Old Chicago’ (20th) (2d run). Fourth 
|} week downtown should 
| with passable $3.800. Last week same 
pic took good $6,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,244: 25-35-40-66) — 
|‘Beloved Brat’ (WB) and vaude. 
| Wayne King on stage pulling house 
into top position, but probably won't 
| beat fair $16.500. Last week. ‘Women 
|Are Like That’ (WB), sickening 
| $11,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.830; 25-35-55)— 
‘Mad About Music’ (U) (3d week). 
Should get by with = satisfactory 
| $5,000. Last week same pic took good 
$9,000. 


oe 








Met (WB) (1,853: 25-40)—‘Tip-Off | the mountains. 


sneak by | 


{ 





Week of May 19 
(Subject to Change) 











‘Marked Woman’ (WB), average $900. 


front’ (UA) (Reissue) (21). — . LincoIn (Cooper) (1,600; 10-20-25- 
Roxy—‘Kentucky Moonshine |35) — ‘Walking Down 
(20th) (20). | (20ih) and ‘Submarine D-1’ (WB), 
(Reviewed in Variery, May 4) plenty good, $3,300 sighted. Last 
Strand—‘Crime School’ (WB) | week, ‘Old Chicago’ (20th) stepped 
2d wk). } out for a fancy $5,400, best ever at 
Week of May 26 these prices. 
(Subject to Change) Orpheum (Cooper ) (1,350: 
Capite] —‘Yellow 20-25-35) — ‘Old Chicago’ 
(MGM) (2d wk). 
Music Hall—‘Adventures 
Robin Hood’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Paramount — ‘Dr. Rhythm’ 
(Par) (2d wk). 
Reoxy—'Kentucky Moonshine’ 
(20th) (2d wk). 
Strand—‘Golddiggers of Paris’ 





10-15- 
Jack’ (20th). 
of week, ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par), big bust 
$1.400. 

Stuart (Cooper) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Mad About Music’ (U). High-tailing 
for $5,300 at least, grand. Last week, 
‘Test Pilot’ (MG) 
$5,500. 

















| 
(WB). 
“KENTUK -LYMAN 
(20th ). Fair $7.200. Last week 
‘Golden West’ (M-G) (5 days). Fair | 
| $3,800. 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,800; 21-32-42)— $75 (MM): DET 
‘To the Victor’ (G-B) and ‘Little 
| Miss Roughneck’ (Col). Expected 9 3 ° 


fair $3,800. Last week ‘Sailing Along’ 
(G-B) and ‘Rawhide’ (20th), $3,100, 
| slow. 

| Music Bex (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (850; 32-37-42)—Golden West’ (M- 
G). Fair $2,400. Last week ‘Old Chi- 
|cago’ (20th) (4th week), okay $2,500. 


PERKING 


| Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) Detroit. May 17. 
| (2,600; = 32-37-42)—‘College = Swing’ Giving ’em what they want is 


| (Par) and ‘Women Like That’ (WB). 


é rovin rofitable this time. 
| Fair $5,000. Last week ‘Fools for r SP , 


Result 
is that three top houses, Michigan, 





| Scandal) (WB) and ‘Tip-Off Girls’ | Fox and United Artists (gone dualer 
| (Par), $4,700, fair. _ | first time in history) are getting best 
| Palomar (Sterling) . (1,350; 10-27- | play in moons. Fox appears the 
38 )—‘Call of Yukon (Rep) and | winner, with ‘Kentucky Moonshine’ 
ee oa oe 4 AA ee and Abe Lyman’s band on stage. 
vaude. eading to big $5, ; ast . 
| week ‘Under Suspicion’ (Col) and | Eetimates for ome wees : 
‘Marriage Business’ (RKO), with |, Adams (Balaban) 1,700; 30-40)— 
| vaude, $5,000, big. | Four Men and Prayer’ (20th) (2d 
| Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) | Tun) and ‘Nurse from Brooklyn’ (U), 


| (3,049; 32-37-42)—‘Marco Polo’ (M-G) |@ual. Should hit okay $4,400. Last 


land ‘Beloved Brat’ (WB) (2a wk). | Week, slim $3,000 for ‘Moto’s Gamble’ 

| At $4,800, slow. Last week, same | (20th) and ‘Little Miss Roughneck’ 

films, $9,600, great. (Col). 

| Reosevelt (Sterling) (850: 21-32)— | Fex (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 

‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) and | ‘Kentucky Moonshine’ (20th) with 

__ | ‘Start Cheering’ (Col). Anticipated | Abe Lyman’s band on stage. Latter 
| slow $1,900. Last week ‘Hawaii Calls’ | giving spot best gross in spell, at 


(RKO) and ‘Couldn't Say No’ (WB) | nice $25,000. Bad $14,000 last stanza 





| (2d week), $2,400, good. |}on ‘Four Men and Prayer’ (20th) 
peacnintbminean — with Adriana Caselotti topping 

vaude. 
BING CROSBY $7,300 Madisen (United Detroit) (2,000: 
9 35-40-50)—‘Test Pilot’ (M-G) (4th 





‘ , week). Holding on for low $3,500, 
| MARCO 500 DENVER not far behind previous session 
| 9 b ; 
here, at $4,000. Figures to pull out 

mane Thursday (19). 

Michigan ‘(United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65 )—‘ Robin Hood’ (WB) plus 
stageshow. Looks for best take 
house has seen in long time, around 


Denver, May 17. 
| Three first-runs pacing closely for 
pe money. Biz generally is pretty 
| good, considering the opening Sun- 
j;day (15) of two amusement parks 
| and the perfect weather for trips to 


Calloway band on stage. 


| First Runs on Broadway Better Product Hypos Philly Biz; ; 
Robin’ $26,000, ‘Chase’-Swing $20,000 


Broadway’ | 


Aiming for $1,500, good enough. Last | 


went to a beaut, | 


| usual 


Wednesday, May 18, 1933 


= 


Capitol— ‘Yellow Jack’ 
(MGM). j 
Criterion—‘Hunted Men’ (Par) 
(20). | ’ , ‘ , 
‘ : sos | week, ‘There’s Always a Woman Philadelphia, May 17. 
Globe—‘Lone Wolf in Paris’ {| (col) (2d week), not bad $1,000. | Recently slithering b.o. figures 
(Col) (14). Liberty (Cooper) (1,200; 10-15) — | here hypoed to satisfactory bracket 
Music Hall—‘Adventures of ‘Battle of Greed’ (Crescent) and | this week by combo of circumstnaces 
Robin Hood’ (WB) (2d wk). ‘Jury’s Secret’ (U), split with ‘Dr. | that includes flock of pretty good 
Paramount — ‘Dr. Rhythm’ Socrates’ (WB) and ‘Daredevil | product, and pulling out of one house 
(Par) (18). Drivers’ (WB). Fair $1,000. Last} to duck the heat. First major cpot 
(Reviewed in Variety, April 27) | week, ‘Painted Trail’ (Mono) and | to fall for the summer is the Aldine, 
Rialto—‘Blind Alibi’ (RKO). | ‘Patient in Room 13’ (WB), split with | Regular UA showcase, it has been 
Rivoli—‘I Cover the Water- |‘Land of Fighting Men’ (WB) and | hard hit in recent sessions by lack 


of product or very punk product 
Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 42-57-75)— 
Shuttered Sunday (15) until fall: 
regularly darkens for summer sea- 
son, but it’s lights out earlier than 
this year because of acute 
product shortage. Last week. ‘Re- 
turn of Scarlet Pimpernel’ (UA) was 
milked to the bitter end, being held 
10 days for very punko $7,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 42-57-68-75)— 
‘Stolen Heaven’ (Par). Heavy pub- 
licity barrage on this one, including 
p.a. by Olympe Bradna, but no soap: 
$13.800. Last week, ‘There's Always 
a Woman’ (Col), oke $14,400. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 25-37-42-57-68) 
—Go Chase Yourself’ (RKO), Satur- 
day Night Swing Club on stage. Su- 
perb location of this house to snare 
gum-chewing bus trade keeps it 
right in the money with more than 


| satisfying $20,000. Last week, ‘Marco 


| Polo’ 


(UA) (2d run) and George 
Jessel and Norma Talmadge on the 
boards, profitable $21,800. 

Fox (WB) (2,423: 42-57-68-75)— 
‘Keniucky Moonshine’ (20th). Click- 
ing off nice $16,000. Last week, 
‘Doctor Rhythm’ (Par) so-so $14,900, 

Kariton (WB) (1,066; 42-57-68 )»— 
‘Marco Polo’ (UA). In this normally 
continued-run house for a third ses- 
sion; striking along boldly with $4.- 
700. Last week, ‘Joy of Living’ 
(RKO) surprisingly good at $4,500 


| after weak de luxe showing. 


|‘Her Jungle Love’ 


Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 42-57-68)— 


(Par) (2d run). 


Failing to hold own, $4.100. Last 


| week, ‘Old Chicago’ (20th) still blaz- 


| (following eight weeks 


ing in second week of second run 


road-show- 


|} ing) with $4,900. 


| ‘Robin Hood’ (WB). 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


$20,000. Only $17,000 last week for | 
‘Hardy’s Children’ (M-G) plus Cab |} 


Stanley (WB) (2,916; 42-57-68-75 )— 
Highly power- 
ful $26,000; good for at least three 
weeks and, with current lack of 
product, perhaps even more. Last 
week, ‘Test Pilot’ (M-G) (3d week) 
also a whirlwind $12,400. 


Stanten (WB) (1.457: 37-42-57)— ~° 


‘Test Pilot’ (M-G) (2d run). House 
regularly handles Ist-run = action 


product, and present turn unusual; 
hitting the spot, however, $8.500. 
Last week, ‘Law of the Underworld’ 
(RKO), standard Stanton fare met 
standard Stanton trade at $5,200. 





‘Robin Hood’ Huge $9,000, 
‘4 Men’ $5,500, Portland 


Portland, Ore., May 17. 
‘Robin Hood’ is the burg’s big b.o. 
wow. It replaces ‘Test Pilot.’ which 
was another ducat-selling bonanza 


. were ) Wain 62 “x a h for Parker’s UA. ‘Swiss Miss’ held 
duol. Gingers Rogers-James rart | Girls’ (Par), Fair $5,800. Last week. | ti Palm-State (United Detroit) (3,000; ssaplenreriny \. 
sauna a ty pt — yaaa | ‘Bordertown’ (WB) (revival) paid | motimates for This Ween , 30-40-50 )—‘Tipoff Girls’ (Par) plus UP to average with comedy appeal at 
here as in Hollywood, but at $9,000 | expenses with $3,500. Alsétin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—‘Al- |‘Swing Your Lady’ (Par) (dual), Parker's Broadway. 
okay and likely holdover. Last week,| Palace (Loew) (2.363: 35-55) — peg dn a Woman (Col) (2d run). Fair |Tepid $6,000, coming up. Poorer | Estimates for This Week 
‘Sinners in Paradise’ «U) and ‘Wide | ‘Test Pilot’ (MG) (3d week). Good $: 000. Last week ‘Jezebel’ (WB) (2d | $5.000 last stanza on ‘Dr. Rhythm’ Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-55) 
Onen Faces’ (Col). lean at $4,500. run), okay $4,000. 


| $8,000. Last week, same pic built to 
State (Loew-F-WC) 2.414: 30-40-55- | nice $12,000. 

75)— Old Chicago’ (20th) and ‘Island Belasco (Indie) 
in Sky’ (20th) dual (2d week). Hold- | ‘Girl Was 
ing to about what was expected for | $2.000. 
second stanza, with around $11,500 
the answer. First week ended to | 
very big $18,300, which had every- | 


body smiling. (F-WC-UA) au:| ae H. 0., Seattle, 


“0-55)——"Test Pilot’. (MG) and $9,600; ‘Pitot’ Sth Wk. 


30-70-55 )\—‘Test 
‘Tr'p to Paris’ (20th) dual (2d week). | 
Seattle, Mav 17. 
‘Marco Polo’ wins second week at 


(1,100: 25-35-55)— 
Young’ (GB). 


(G3) (2d week) weak $1.800. 


Holdover week's biz off about 40% | 
of initial stanza, but when it’s con- 
sidered this run is equivalent to 
eight weeks of first run $3,300 mighty 


good. First _ week of moveover Paramount, ‘Test Pilot’ shows plenty 
br-ucht big $5,500. \to hold over for fourth stanza at 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 30-40-55- 


Blue Mouse and ‘Golden West’ gets 
65'—‘Test Pilot?’ (MG) and ‘Trip to’ doubtful ; 


Perris’ (20th) dual (2d week). Con- 
tinves to hit a merry pace on sec- 
ord stanza of continued first run, and | 
will wind uv with smart $5,600, after 
hitting smash $8,700 opening week. 


moreover to Music Box. 
Otherwise, burg none too hot. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 

| (850; 32-37-42)—‘Test Pilot’ (M-G) 

| (4th week), hitting around okay $2,- 

| 900; holding over for fifth week. Last 
| week, same film, $4,100, great. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


Montreal Holding Up; 


. ao | (1,950: 21-32)—‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA) 
‘Pilot,’ Bowes Each 12G 5:34 coaial” aa, thee | 


‘Human Hearts’ 

Montreal, May 17. |pected $2,100, slow. Last week 

Only one English h.o. currently |‘Baroness and Butler’ (20th) and 

and a vaude show at Loew's jeaves |‘Stand-in’’ (UA), split with ‘Every- 

Palace in majov place on Main street. | body Sings’ (M-G) and ‘Arsene Lu- 

Estimates for This Week |pin Returns’ (M-G), moderate, $2,- 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Test Pi- | 700. 

lo:’ (M-G). Big play looks like excel- | Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— 

lent $12,000. Last week, repeat of |‘Lottery Bride’ tInd) ‘¢revival) and 

‘Colden West’ (M-G), disappointing ;“‘Bohunks’ (M-G split with ‘Out- 


Skimpy | $3,500; moves to Rialto. 
Last week, ‘To the Victor’ | ‘Joy of Living’ (RKO) and ‘Law of 


Broadway (Fox) (1.100: 25-40)— 
‘Old Chicago’ (20th) (4th run). Nice 
Last week 


ithe Underworld’ 
fair $2,000. 


| Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 25-35- 
|40)—Dr. Rhythm’ (Par). Surprising 
|$7.300. Last week ‘College Swing’ 
(Par), swung downward in second 
| week, poor $4,700. 
| Denver (Fox) (2,525: 
‘Marco Polo’ (UA). Average $8,500: 
moves to Aladdin. Last week ‘Always 
a Woman’ (Col) with amateurs on 
stage, strong at $11,500. 

| Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
|—‘Test Pilot’ (M-G) (2d week) and 
'‘First 100 Years’ (MG). Strong $8.- 
300. Last week ‘Test Pilot’ «(M-G), 
aided by ‘Maid’s Night Out’ «RKO), 
top of town at $15,000, and former 
pic held over. 


(RKO) (2d run), 


Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 25-35-40) | 


—‘Battle of Broadway’ (20th) and 
‘Adventurous Blonde’ (FN). Average 
| $3,500. Last week ‘Old Chicago’ 
| (20th) (3d run), big $6,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878: 25-40)—‘Jezebel’ 
(WB) (3d run) and ‘She Loved a 
‘Fireman’ (FN). Nice $2,000. Last 
/ week house had double bill revivals. 
| Changing the bill daily. 


Deanna $5,300, Lincoln: 


‘Walking B’way’ $3,300 


25-35-50 )— | 


(Par) (2d run) and ‘Beloved Brat’ 
(WB). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 35-40-55)—‘Her Jungle Love’ 


—‘Swiss Miss’ (M-G) 
Children’ (M-G). Good enough $5.- 
000. Last week, ‘Women Are Like 
That’ (WB) and ‘Goodbye Broadway’ 


and ‘Hardy's 











| (Par) plus ‘Stolen Heaven’ (Par) | (U). cold $3,000. 

| (dual). After dismal weeks, house | Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1.500; 
goes dualer first time in history. | 30-55)—‘Test Pilot’? (M-G) (2d run). 
Initial stanza some better at $7,000, | Going nicely for $2,500. Last week, 
jokay, but still too early to tell. | ‘Old Chicago’ (20th) third week did 
|Brutal $5,000 last week on 


‘Tom | well, $2,300. 
| Sawyer’ (UA). | ™ Gcubeam 


(2,000; 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) 
30-55)—‘Always a Women’ 
(Col) and ‘Stolen Heaven’ (Par). 
Fair $4,500. Last week, ‘Colleve 





‘ 
| ROBIN HOOD’ $12,000, Kee 3 —*, pag Ngo Calls’ 

‘ ? ( . flopped for $3,300. 
VIVACIOUS 9G, P ROV. (3,000: 30-55)—Four Men and a 
Prayer’ (20th) and ‘Trip to Paris 


Parameunt (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
| (20th). Getting across for $5.500. 





Providence, May 17. 


‘Robin Hood’ at Majestic and Last week, ‘Joy of Living’ «+RKO) 
‘Vivecious Lady’ at Albee look big.’ and ‘Moto Takes a Chance’ (20th), 
‘Old Chicago’ still going strong. mild $3,800. 

Estimates for This Week Rivoli (Indie) (1,200; 25-35) — 


‘Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Love Before 
Breakfast’ (U). Average $1.700. Last 
week, ‘General Died at Dawn’ ‘Pa')} 
and ‘Texas Rangers’ (Par), mila 
$1.500. 

United Artists (Parker) (1.000: 30- 
55)—‘Robin Hood’ (WB). Terrific 
1$9.000 and will hold. Last week. 
‘Test Pilot’ (M-G) third week topo d 
the burg’s grosses with strong $4.700: 
first two weeks mopped up a terrific 
1 £14,500. 


Albee (RKO) (2.200: 25-35-50) — 
| Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Law 
}of the Underworld’ (RKO). Looking 
ifor swell $9,000. Last week, ‘Con- 
|}demned Women’ (RKO) and ‘Maid’s 
| Night Out’ (RKO), better than fair 
| $6,000. 

Cariton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 25-35- 
50) — ‘Old Chicago’ (20th) and ‘Ro- 
mance of Louisiana’ (WB). Nice 
$4,000 in offing. Last week (3d), neat 
$5,500. 
| “Fay’s (2.000; 25-35-50) — ‘Rascals’ 
| (20th) and vaude on stage. Biz 
looking up with $7,500. Last 





, week. ‘Robin Hood’ (WB). Looks big with 

$~ 960. | laws of Sonora’ (Rep) and ‘Maid’s | Lincoln, May 17. |‘Nurse From Brooklyn’ (U) and $12.000. Last week, ‘Four Men end 
Ccpitel (CT) (2.700: 50)—‘College | Night Out’ (RKO). Indicaied slow | _ Same old story. First runs are de- | vaude on stage, good $6,800. a Praver’ (20th) and ‘Fools for Scan- 

S ving’ (Par) and ‘Dangerous to $1,600. Last week “Texas Trail’ (Par) |ing swell, but the subsequents are| Leew’s State (3.200: 25-35-50) —|dal’ (WB). bangup $9.000. 

Kicw’ (Par). Fair attendances | and ‘Partners in Crime’ (Par), split | suffering from the doldrums — and | Hold That Kiss’ (MG) and ‘Action Strand (Indie) (2.200: 25-35-50) - 

sh-ld gross aversve $7.000. Last} with ‘Call of Rockies’ (Col) and | badly. Seconds and thirds are still|for Slander’ (UA). Recent big biz ‘Rose of the Rio Grande’ (Mono) and 

wee’, ‘Joy of Living’ «RKO) and ‘Where There's a Will’ «GB). 


‘T.cct Game’ «RKO), grossed a very | $2,000. ; 
good £8.500. | Fifth Avenue’ ‘(Hamrick - Ever- 

Leew’s (M. T. Co.) (3.200: 50)— | green) (2.366; 32-37-42 )—‘Joy of Liv- 
‘Look Out For Leve’ (Emp) and ing’ (RKO) and ‘Island mm Sky’ 


Good | off 56% in some places over 4 veal | cooling off with tepid $7,500. 


ago, 


Estimates fer This Week 


| Kiwa «Noble) (440: 10-15-25) — ‘To | 
Slow $2806, Last i 


ithe Victor’ (GB). 


Last 
| week, ‘Always a Woman’ (Col) and | 
|‘Making the Headlines’ (Col), only 
so-so $8,000. 
Ma jestie 


‘When G-Men Step In’ (Col). Movita 
end John Carroll on stage. Hop'iir 


for $5.000. weak. Last week. ‘Seiline 
Along’ «GB) and ‘Drummond's Peril 
‘Par) flopped te $3,000. 


(Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50 >— 

















Wednesday, May 18, 1938 PICTURE GROSSES VARIETY 
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Chi St P re t _™ | (UA) and “Gaiety Gine (UA) sew | ¢ 
Isappoint ing 00. 

i Starving m Product Famine; 220i? 8 Robin Hood! Steals the Town, 1056, 
R ° . Scouts a, oT ce eee | 

obin Hood Sharpshooter $40,000, 222°" 25" ‘Crime School’ Nabs $30,000: B’way 

CO LT ie cna | ORE CORON Nau “ 

‘Moonshine’ $12,000, Four Men’ 15G S2nmuowsece herstee Quist Heaven’ $27 000 
oonsHine Our Wen STRAT Be le Otherwise Quiet; ‘Heaven $32, 

eS Fae > + 


Chicago, May 17. ns ‘Hi: ‘ned One Night’ (Col) (reis- 
Worst product situation in years Key City Grosses ‘ROBIN $19, 000. Broadway Grosses iy sa eouaie bask from the pas- 


has the theatres in a turmoil, only tures and performing like a_ stiff; 









































encouragin arrival being ‘Robin f ree ‘ oor ahez 
Hood.’ ‘Not only is the current crop Estimated Totel Gress Estimated Totol Gross aa al, M poor sista’ (OAT 
of pictures without any evidence of This Week..........$1,369,600 This Week...........$267,000 started pretty well, but lacked wind 
box office strength, but also there (Based on 22 cities, 153 thea- (Based on 11 theatres) to get better than $12,000 on 10 days. 
aren’t even enough of the weak pic- tres, chiefly first runs, including Total Gross Same Week Rexy (5.836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Four 
tures to go around. Where a strong oe Last Year $293,600 Men and Prayer’ (20th) and stage 
picture could hold for two and three Total Gross Same Week : ‘B we 12 theat eee how (2d-final week). Odds on this 
weeks, the weakies can’t last a week, ois Gao $1,447,800 Baltimore, May 17. pasea on 12 theatres? picture are in its favor after a first 
with the result that the houses are (Bas d ose anda wep It’s the houses with attractions — week here of $43,000 and a current 
routing pictures on and off their ased on 24cities, 172 theatres) that are getting b.o. action: the Warner Bros., with a formidable | (2d) heat of $32,000; good ‘Ken- 
screens so rapidly that they have | others are still hold ng the Jethargic | entry in ‘Adventures of Robin Hood’ tucky Moonshine’ (20th), opens Fri- 
about run out of available material. | pace set here of late. ‘Robin Hood’ | and ‘Crime School.’ is running one-| day (20) 

Not only is the product strength ) 1s doing terrific biz at the Stantey. | two for the bulk f the dough in this Strand (2.707 95-55-75 )—‘Crime 
below par, but the weather depart- Estimates for This Week week’s Broadway handicap. ‘Hood’ | School’ WB) (2nd week). This one 13 
ment seems to be conniving to hurt ; *o_T] . 48 s taking down the maior portion of | receiving heavy support, first week 
the box office, also. Cold, rain and a Centary or te s-UA) (3,000; = the pot "at the Music Hall, the ma- ending ye terdas (Tues.) counting to 
generally unseasonable weather is 25-35 -40-55 > “Hold That Kiss’ (M-G). shins tate toukinn tee Gee total a bis $30,000 Is into its second 
bogging down entertainment en- | Going along in mild manner to pos- | ¢145 509 or better. ‘Crime School’ | week and holding well. a third being 
thusiasm. 9 or we aaa pe —— — finished its first week yesterday | virtually certain. Ad job on picture 

Estimates for This Week (M-G » in dally hooed r world —_— (Tues.) at ; juicy $30.000 and is con- | Was a good one 

Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) miere, didn't click at $5,700. tinuing powerfully. ‘Hood’ also goes State (3,450; = 55-75)—‘8th Wife’ 
—Old Chicago’ (20th). In after four | Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.205;), seecrdl week wil ~ >" | (Par) (2d run) and Shep Fields or- 
weeks in the Roosevelt and previous | 15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Arsene Lupin om: ‘ ae Ros _.¢ | chestra Not ba ok to normal yet, 
two-a-day run in this house: good | | Returns’ (M-G). Leaving it all to|. Other initial eo a of “e pont week looking about $19,000, under 
$5,000 currently. Last week ‘Dr. i p.a. of _— Jessel and Norma week include “First 100 Years, which average but. a vast improvement 
Rhythm’ (Par), oke $4,400. s : Talmadge: $1 5 000. highest in weeks. trails the field. Tt opened “+1 nye ° | over last weel hen only around 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000: 35-55-75 )— Last tent ‘This Marviage Business’ p 1 did ag . Bhat (ane ae " $16,000 was recorded ith ‘Golden 
‘Robin Hood’ (WB) and stage show. Boston, May 17. | (RKO) and Buddy Rogers orch, just Te ; Pilot’ Bee failin f aus ans West’ (MG? (24 run) and Phil 
Best pace the loop has seen in many Al Pearce and gang, with ‘Sinners | fair $10,600. a walk will end the week at only | Resa 


a day; only conditions and weather 


: l pos et : Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.460; 15- | .) { 2 000 erv b: The Par- 
holding this one in at all: excellent |!" Paradise’ on the screen at the | 9535-40-55) —‘Divoree of Lady X’ about $12.000, very bad. The Par- | 


7 ! é ‘ry »e . ¢ -« rsreelk: ¢ ont | 

$40,000. Last week, so-so $21,100 for Memorial, and N. T. G, at the Boston | (ta) opened yesterday (Monday) tae 3 horn MeFi ean toa ae $ ? 

x ocoaunt Grove’ (Par) and Abe! with ‘Crime of Dr. Hallet’ are on| Last week. wind up of 17 days of | Bunny Bei fan band, plus G ne Ray- 

syman. their own as far as film support is |‘Dr. Rhythm’ (Par) held up for good at $32,000, est ed thi 3 


Garrick (B&K) (900: 35- 55- -§5-75 )— | ‘ ats mond, it slow pec d 
‘Cocoanut Grove’ (2a. run) 'F air | concerned, but they are leading the | $10,300 total. house has shown in a long time, but | 


nae Git , 4 Re gal = ape - leans ; a | New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-: 39- a little profit, hanes 
ae , ataah Last week, in the |= town w - Pearce on the front end, 40-55)—‘Four Men and Prayer Cap had ‘Hold That Kiss’ penciled 
Oriental (B&KY) (3,200: 35-55-75 )— Estimates for This Week (20th). Unexciting at possible $3,000. | for tomorrow (Thurs.), but pulled it | Nu, 


‘Four Men’ (20th) and vaude. In Boston (RKO) (3,212; 25-40-55)— | Last week, Battle of Broadway’ | jn favor of ‘Yellow Jack.’ and may 





Thursday (12 ergency cz ‘[ | (20th), nothing much at $2,600. now let the Rialto have the forme’. | 
ime Gate Ge ae alee cee Crime of Hallet’ (U) and N. T. G. | Stanley (WB) (3,250: 15-25-35-40- | Having acted on only one lap for | 
day stay not more than $15,000 indi- Stage show. Relatively bright spot | 55)—‘Robin Hood’ (WB). Wowing | ‘Heaven’ and the Berigan-Raymond | 

{ ’ ’ them for smashing $19.000, and sure | combination, the Par opens ‘Dr. | 


cated, headache. Last week, ‘Always in a dull town, aiming at satisfactory holdover. Last ek ‘Beloved Brat’ | @2hyv: , ' 
a Woman’ (Col), and Sophie Tucker, $15,000. Last week, ‘Go Chase Your- (WB) hel i — tai tats . Sones sd Rhythm , and the Hal Kemp band 
out after six days to sad $11,300 : ‘ = ) held up in fairish style to un- | today (Wed.). 

Palace (RKO) (2.500: 35-55-65-75) self’ (RKO) and Chick Webb on | expected $6,100. 
— Goodbye Broadway’ (U) and Cab stage, skidded to $9,800. % 
Calloway orch on stage. Not bet- | _ Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- | ¢ powers being good at a chance after fortnight of below-par biz 
tering las eek’s take: far der ex. | 55)—F - Men and Praver’ (20th) ‘Vi Nif $3,500, agi = wire with 29266 r g | é > ortnight ly We] iz. 
ering last week’s take; far under ex (34 ot oak “alan ae WE) ivacious’ l " ) th wil with $32,000. Thu intensive discussion by natives as 


pectations at $15,000. Last week. run) his house falls into the show posi- an aftermath of halting by City 

Olsen and Johnson on stage saved (Ist run), double. Diving to $4,000. | tion on the current week’s dough, |2@2 ateerm a : =" 

‘Sinners’ (U) and managed $14,600, Last week, ‘Old Chicago’ (20th) (3d | ‘Robin Hood’ Big $8, 000; behind the Hall and Strand. ) Manager Sherrill ol sirth of a Baby 
' | mS M 


Roxy is on a second heat with 


° Cincinnati, May 17 
‘our Me d Praye s staying . 7 . 
Four Men and Prayer, its sta: re Cinema trade on the up currently 


* u ay AV ? ) ’ or sc ‘Oe 
weakish. ¥ a run) and Sailing: Along’ (GB) (1st | Secondary first-run debuts include fe peo a “ Been 
we revel (BE&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- | run) very good $7,500. L’ ville First- Runs Okay ‘Fight for Peace’ (Criterion), maybe House wv 4 lat k until Saturday (14) 
75) ~“Kentucky Moonshine’ (20th). Keith Memorial (R~’+:) (2,907; 35- $8.500, fair: ‘Nurse from Brooklyn’ | ,, enin age her in na annus hoved 
Got away Saturday (14); indicates | 50-65)—‘Sinners in Paradise’ (U) and (Rialto), okay $6,500, and ‘Interna- “ ‘Hold T! it 'K as ro fill out 7 ee 
ability to garner nighttime coin that Al Pearce gang on stage. Getting | Louisville, May 17. tional Crime’ (Globe), $5,500, under stl low “ame for result of legal 
figures for $12,000, good, for initial | fine response, around $21,000. Last | No kicks coming from exhibs iverage The Rivoli, back in old battle to rescind city hall ruling. 


stanza. Last week, ‘Old Chicago’ week, ‘Divorce of Lady X’ (UA) |.) ng the m: ste this week 
i Oth) concluded a strong quartet of and Shep Fields on stage, pale $13,- | Wh le “ ae | "bi ewe: on oe * 
Sessions to $8,800. 700. After Benny Goodman stage | , oe 7 - ag ee — - a _— 
State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 30-35-45- show next week this house drops thn age n gels bee yr vanes wept boy 
55)—‘Lone Wolf’ (Col) and vaude. | yaude. neste . be agg Sete “es fn - —— 
House under previous stride, but go- Metropolitan (M&P) (4,267; 25-35- | holding takings down to some extent 


ing along on profit side to $11.000 ne We . whine’ (4 ; 
currently. Last week, ‘Start Cheer- 40-55 )—‘Kentucky Moonshine’ (20th) | but in spite of this factor the Mary 


‘ ess, didn’t do we vith ‘Monte 7 e 

rose ae povriabe pel oo "a — Estimates for This Week 
$12.000 on 10 days, and currently Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42) ‘Vi- 
with another reissue, ‘It Happened | vacious Lady’ (RKO). Breezy $14,- 
One Night.’ is still struggling to meet | 000. Last week, ‘College Swing’ 
the feed bill. ‘One Night’ looks only | (Par), slow $9,000 

about $8,000. Still another repeater,| Capitol (RKO) (2,000 35-42)—‘Old 
‘I Cover the Waterfront,’ has been | Chicago’ (20th), third downtown 





ing’ ‘ and ‘Stolen Heaven’ (Par) (dual). | Andeyson and other first-runs had), : ‘8 <5 as veek 
~~ ee ene UA) (1.799: | Looks encouraging at $13,500. Last | b.o, lines. | booked. — , oy > Te ad panel oe oe 
9555-65-75 )—_."Te ao et vay week, ‘Dr. Rhythm’ (Par) and | : | In spite of rain Saturday (14) and | Jest Pilot (M-G) (sd week), nice 
i a i—‘Test Pilot (M-G ) (4th ‘Women Are Like That’ (WB) Estimates for This Week | any other excuses this weck’s field $5,000. r eo po 
se Meat, weet ine_Sccee, S| ust), $24,008 Brown (Fourth Ave. « Loew's) | as to afer, it remains for an import, | Family (RKO) (1.00% 15-25). The 
a ae ony . BINng . OR 9 ‘109. 15 ‘Dr. Rhvthm’ |‘ light Sonata,’ to fetch a house | Ra » Flight into Nowhere 
$9.000 for final, after taking good | Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- | (1,500; 15-30-40) — ‘Dr. Rhy thm’ | ——" nt Sonat ae eritia ae | (Col), ‘Scandal Street’ (Par ), sepa- 


$11.200 last week. ‘Marco ylo” 1 55)—Merrily We Live’ (M-G) and | (Par) and ‘Nurse From Brooklyn’ ate ‘ood $2.41 ost wi ‘Exe 
(UA) in Saturday (21). . non |‘Hardy’s Children’ (M-G) (dual). (U) (both 2d-run). Should see aver- | dere wski, scoring a big $6,5 500 b ps Sm R. ple ey fod wens Be 
| Around $15,000, fair. Last week,|age $2,300. Last week, ‘College | Little Carnegie. sets a new his kK. |tiary’ (Col), ‘Crime of Dr. Hallett? 
. P , " 5 ‘Marco Polo’ (UA) and ‘Gaiety Swing’ (Par) and ‘Dr. Hallet’ (U) that small seater on its first wee U : singly , satisfactory $2.300. 
‘Vivacious Liveiy $6 800; Girls’ (UA), double, okay $15,600. (2d run), neat $2,200. Estimates for This Week Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—'Test 
‘ ° ‘ : 4 Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-20) — Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— | Pilot’ (M-G) (2d run). Very good 
Swin F $7 300 In Omaha 40-55)—‘Four Men and a Prayer’ | ‘Snow White’ (RKO) (single), split |‘First 100 Years’ (MG). Got left at | $3,500. Last week, ‘David Copper- 
g ’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Beloved Brat’ | with ‘Couldn’t Say No’ (WB) and | the post and is stumbling along for a | field’ (M-G) (reissue), six days, 
/(WB) (ist run) (double). Pallid | ‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ (20th) (dual). | sour $12,000, poorest in ages here. | $1,400, season’s low. 
Omaha, May i7. | $6,000 indicated Last week, ‘Old First local showing of Disney film | fast week, fourth for ‘Test Pilot’ Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)-~ 
Town and surrounding territory Chicago’ (20th) (3d run) and ‘Sailing at subsequent-run prices will help | (MG), around $20,000, great. ‘Yellow |‘Hold That Kiss’ (M-G), five and one- 
enjoying the best rainfall in many Along’ (GB) (ist run), dandy $10,- | week’s gross to fine $2,400. Last | Jack’ (MG) opens tomorrow | half days. Pic was rushed in with- 














years and exhibs are undecided |. week, ‘Swing It, Professor’ (Indie) | (Thurs. ). out advance publicity to substitute 
whether it’s helping or hindering biz, Scellay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-55) |2nd_ “Baroness and Butler’ (20th) | Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Fight | for “Birth of a Baby’ (Special), which 
at present. If rainfall continues at —'‘Old Chicago’ (20th) (4th run) and (dual), split with ‘Penitentiary’ (Col) | for Peace’ (Warw). War compilation | was refused showing by city officials, 
its present rate it’s certain to mean! ‘Tip-Off Girls’ (Par) (2d run) and ‘Walking Down Broadway’ | doing fairly well, possibly enough | Maybe $3,000, okay in view of cir- 
better biz in the late summer and (double), happy combo with $7,000 (20th) (dual), fair $1,800. | stamina to hit $8,500 or better. Up | cumstance: Last week, ‘Goodbye 
fall. Regional school musical con- complexion. Last week, ‘Tom Saw- Leew’s State (3.000: 15-30-40) — | ahead, ‘Call of Yukon’ (Rep) around Broadway (U), $1,800, worst ever. ' 
test ‘eld here over the weekend yer’ (UA) and ‘Prison Nurse’ (Rep) | ‘Hold That Kiss’ (MG) and ‘Divorce | $8,000, okay | Lyrie (RKO) (1,400: 35-42 )-—‘Ras- 
- ought in many out-of-towners, al- | (both 2d run) (dual), fair $5,800. of Lady X’ (UA). Will wind up with | awry: shee gg ——— = i hae aig a ta 
10ugh it offered heavy competition S a average $5,200. Last week. ‘Always | tional Crime’ (GN). Ordinary mel- | Over the Wall . n.s.h. 3.5 
to show biz Sunday (15). ' ‘mame Cactus! Gas aed ten, a Woman’ (Col) and ‘Kentucky fens! probably , or yy ag $5,500, a eg a / . rig a -42) " 
4 rr “Ww ee ¢ > «N ’way below expecta- | under average wast week ‘Lady in octor rythm ar). alrly g90¢ 
Estimates for This Week irily We Live (M-G) (double). monn onnee ee eee Morgue’ (WB), $6,500. 1$10.500. Last week, ‘Old Chicago’ 


Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- | Medium $11,500 on the way. Last 
PE — ‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) week, ‘Marco Polo’ (UA) and ‘Gaiety | Mary Anderson (Libson) 
and ‘Law of the Underworld’ (RKO) Girls’ J ‘ ; ‘ 5-30-40) ‘Rol od’ ), Bes ’ ° 
‘Geukins.  ekenanan “ a 4 Girls (UA) (dual), pleasing $13,400. ig ng seg ng Bd got gee (20th), both Ist run This parlay not | ‘Four men and a Prayer (20the (2d 
$6,800, biggest biz since ‘Snow White.’ tarry for a second stanza and mebbe much, perhaps $85,000. Last week week) : — es Last week, 
Last week, ‘Hawaii Calls’ (RKO) ‘Pilot’ Lifts B’klyn 23G e a third. Word-of-mouth will build ‘Old Chicago (20th), singly, got | $6,500, all righ 

and ‘This Marriage Business’ (RKO) ’ Ny biz into sizable $8.000. Last week, 314.000, excellent. _ “ 


(1.000: Palace (1,700: 25-35-55 )—‘Goodbye, | (20th) (2d week), $11,000. swell. 
; Broadway’ (U) and ‘Island in Sky’ | _ Shubert (RKO} (2,150; 35-42)—~ 





(double), only $4,200, average. ‘Swi i P 5 ‘Over the Wall’ (WB), trifle under Paramount (3.664; 25-35-55-85-99) . 
Dundee - Avenue - Military (Gold- Swing,’ ‘Brat’ Okay 15G average at $2,900. —'Dr. Rhythm (Par) end Hal Reap Quint Crew Shoves Off 
berg) (650; 810; 950; 10-25 )—‘Every- Brooklyn, May 17. Ohie (Settos) (900: 15) — "San band opens today (Wed.). ‘Stolen 


Heaven’ (Par) with Bunny Berigan 


body sin ( $ Is ; oew’s : - a ’ nick “lend ee : 
v sing’ (M-G) and ‘Love a Loew’: Metropolitan _ drawing | Quentin’ (WB) and ‘Sheik Steps Out’ }.44 plus Gene Raymond, pulled up 


Headache’ (M-G) (dual), splits with crowds with ‘Test Pilot.’ Met only | (Rep) (dual) split with ‘Great Hos- ; a - 
‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) and) house in downtown sector this Ban 4 ital Mystery’ P 20th) and Shichael lowly on a_week s run last night Holly w »od, May 17. 
‘Every Day's a Holiday’ (Par) (dou- | offering one picture, and doing re-| O'Halloran’ (Rep). Getting about (Tues.) at $32,000, but some. profit. Herbert Leeds left Sunday (15) for 
ble). Medium $1,900 for three-house | markably well. Paramount, with | average $1.100. Last week. ‘Born Second lap of ollege Swing (Par) | Callander, Ont., where he will direct 
total. Last week, ‘52d Street’ (UA) | ‘College Swing’ and ‘Beloved Brat’ | Reckless’ (20th) and ‘Singing Marine’ “") Kay Kyser. $22,000, fair enough. the Dionne quintuplet picture for 
and ‘Blossoms on Broadway’ (Par), second best and may hold for an- | (twinned). (WB) split with ‘Navy Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 20th-Fox 


: cnt @ en’ Balliex’ “e “Ail : a ; , 60-84-99-$1.65)—"Rovin Hood (WB) 
{dual) split with ‘Goldwyn Follies’ | other stanza. Other houses in down-/! Blues’ | tep) and ‘Lady Escapes pee stave i + oll of ‘inal vee Accompanying the director were 











| P ' tps dea ‘ 
(UA) and ‘Nothing Sacred (UA) town belt feeling Met’s strength. (20th), likewise $1,100. looking a champion all the way. first | J¢an Hersholt, who will play the 
‘twinned) climbed to healthy $2.200. Esti tes f This Week | Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3.000: 15-30- , k e t ra ad b > $105,000 . doctor: santas “+! Clark, cameraman 
Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 10-25-40)— -stimates for s We phe vars oe ee 3,000 OF Bt Pi 


‘Four Men and a Prayer’ (20th-Fox) Albee (3.274: 25-50)—‘Joy of Liv- os = ‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) and better, big. Even with heavy rain | and Lou Breslow, writer. Rest of the 
and ‘Swing Your Lady’ (WB) (dou- | ing’ (RKO> and ‘Law of Underworld’ Battle of sroadway _ (20th) (dou- | Saturday house piled ‘em in while | cast are due in Canada June 7. 
ble). Only about $6,200, poor. Last ‘RKO?). Mild $15,000. Last week, ble). Packing potent b.o, nunch and | Monday evening (16). with business | * 

7 e 


week, ‘First 100 Years’ (M-G) and, ‘Old Chicago’ (20th) disappointed by | !00ks to tally fine $8500. Last week. | off everywhere else, it was over Ca- | , 
‘Hardy’s Children’ (M-G) (twinned), pulling only fair $20,000. sd |‘Dr. Rhythm’ (Par) and ‘Nurse From | pacity here. Last week ‘Joy of Liv- Metro’s Stage Recruit 
about $7.100. Fox (4.089: 25-50)—There’s Always Bro kIvn ‘U) (dual), plenty of |ing’ (RKO) faltered badly, under ss " 
Orpheum (Blank) (2.976: 10-25-40) a Woman’ (Col) and ‘Flight into | 5’ avy, $8.000. - $65,000 i - an ; Hollywood, Mav. 17. 
— College Swing’ (Par) and ‘Divorce Nowhere’ (Col). Very quiet $10,500.| Strand (Fou th Ave.) (1.400: 15- | Rialto | 190; P 25-40-55) — ‘Nurse Metro has pacted Warren McCule 
of Uady X’ (UA) (dual). Leading Last week. ‘Sailing Along’ (G-B) and | 30-40) — ‘Go Chase Yourself’? (RKO) | From Bi »0okKlyn’ (U). This one doing | mm. youns Ne York stage plaver 
town by virtue of capacity rather ‘Invisible Enemy’ (Rep) got weak | and ‘Law of the Unde vorld’ (RKO) ‘a little better than of late and if not far his fi aN oe on. vole : 4 
than drawing power; fair $7.300. Last $10.590. | (double). May get around $3.300, just | losing stride in the stretch will hit 3 ly pe will g n 
week, ‘Tom Sawyer’ (UA) and ‘Love, Met (3.618; 25-50)—‘Test Pilot’ (M- | fair. La at week. ‘Goodbye, Broad- | around $6,500, okay. Last week ‘Gail eee. a ak pee Ah ~~ 6 
; Hy mor and Behave’ (WB) topped ex- G) Socko $23,000 expected Last | wav’ (U) and ‘Peckle Living’ (U) Prest Tn (RKO), $3,500, not so hot - me shot » be directed by Leslie 
pectations at $10,500, very good. veek, ‘Adventures of Marco Polo’! (twin), lig sht $3, 100. ( Rivolt (2.092;  25-55-79-85-90) Fenton 














= Rraidite ooo 


abba 





its 6 c 


hts = 
co Mami 
- 


ey 





ik heii ai st 


10 VARIETY 





PICTURE GROSSES 





————_—_— 





/ 


Wednesday, May 18, 1958 











— 





Robin Hood - Hardy’ $19,000, Frisco: 


é e e939 ‘ * | of films during recent years bows = 
Marriage Biz’-Vaude 156, ‘Polo’ 10G <<..." cnc 








San Francisco, May 17. 
Four of the eight first runs on 
Market street are playing new fea- 
tures this week with ‘Robin Hood’ at 
the Fox and ‘Marco Polo’ at the 
United Artists doing the best biz of 
the newcomers at the first runs, 
Estimates for This Week 
Embassy (Cohen) (1,512; 25-40) — 
‘Sailing Along’ (GB) and ‘Hollywood 
Stadium Mystery’ (Rep). Unable to 
get top pictures, Embassy has cut 
prices from 55c. to 40c. in the eve- 
ning. First week of new policy 
should net fair $3.500. Last week 
(2d) ‘Of Human Hearts’ (MG) and 
‘Rose of Rio Grande’ (Mono) folded 
to $3,000. 





+ en 


Neely Bill 


(Continued from page 5) 








sider his long-stymied proposal to 


ually. 

With only a handful of members 
present, the sponsor made a long | 
harangue assailing the ‘Big Eight’ | 
monopoly, the salaries of film execu- 
tives and the moral character of 
Hollywood product. Meagre interest | 
was shown, with Senators William 





Fox (F-WC) (5,000: 35-55-75) — 
‘Robin Hood’ (WB), and ‘Hardy’s 
Children’ (MG). Strong double bill 
geared for $19,000, plenty big these | 
days. Last week. ‘Dr. Rhythm’ (Par) 
and ‘Accidents Will Happen’ (WB) 
fair $13,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—This Marriage Business’ (RKO) 
and vaudeville. Good $15,000 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Go Chase Yourself’ 
(RKO) and Bowes unit, slipped to 
$13,200. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2.440: 35-55) — 
‘Sinners in Paradise’ (U) and ‘Nurse 
from Brooklyn’ (U). Lucky to get 
$6.000. Last week, ‘Man’s Castle’ 
(Col) and ‘Main Event’ (Col), faded | 
to $7,000. 

Parameunt (F-WC) (2,740: 35-55- 
75) — ‘Kentucky Moonshine’ (20th) | 
and ‘Trip to Paris’ (20th) (2d week). 
Will play but five days of the second 
week, grabbing around $5,000. First | 
week pretty good $14,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- | 
75) — ‘Dr. Rhythm’ (Par) and ‘Acci- | 
dents Will Happen’ (WB) (2d run). ! 
Tepid $3,000. Last week (2d) ‘Four | 
Men and Prayer’ (20th) and ‘Battle 
of Broadway’ (20th), also dead at 
$3.000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-65) — ‘Marco Polo’ (UA). Not 
bad $10,000. Last week (4th) ‘Tom 
Sawyer’ (UA), $3.500, fairly good. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 35-55-75) 
—Test Pilot? (MG) (4th week). 
About $6,000 on final stanza, Last 
week (3d) $9,000, great. 


‘VIVACIOUS’-VAUDE 86, 
TOPPING MILD INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, May 17. 

Grosses as a whole are a shade 
better than they were a week ago, 
probably due to the cold weather, 
which has curtailed outdoor activi- 
ties. There’s no real upturn to get 
excited about, however. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
46)—Dr. Rhythm’ (Par) and ‘Nurse 
from Brooklyn’ (U) (both 2d run), 
Likely $3.300. not bad for moveover. 
Last week ‘Stolen Heaven’ (RKO) 
and ‘Trip to Paris’ (20th), in the red 
at $2,000, despite Olympe Bradna’s 


p.a. 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2.800: 25-30- 
40)—‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) and 





| ginian 











‘Goodbye Broadway’ (U). Should 
touch $8,000, okay. Last week, ‘Dr. 
Rhythm’ (Par) and ‘Nurse from 
Brooklyn’ (U) in the black satis- 
factorily at $7,000. 

Roew’'s (Loew’s) (2.400; 25-30-40)— 
*Always a Woman’ (Col) and ‘Para- 
dise for Three’ (M-G). Take head- 
ing for $6,000, fair. Last week, 
*‘Hardy’s Children’ (M-G) and ‘Di- 
vorce of Lady X’ (UA), slow $4,800. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
*Rascals’ (20th) and vaude. Not so 
forte at $6.800. Last week, ‘Beloved 


Brat’ (WB) and Benny Davis stage | 


revue, weakish $6,500. 


‘Vivacious Lady’ 12'4G, 
‘Hood’ $15,000, Buffalo 


Buffalo, May 17. 

Business looks good for the cur- 
rent stanza at a couple of houses, but 
managers are keeping fingers crossed 
in anticipation of a weather change. 
Things decidedly quiet at most turn- 
stiles. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-50)— 
‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO). Maybe fair 
$12,500. Last week, ‘Doctor Rhythm’ 
(Par,. as expected, slow $11,800. 

Century ‘Shea) (3,000; 30-35)— 
‘Ove: the Wall’ (WB) and ‘Stolen 
Heaven’ (Par). Nice card headed for 
only medium $5,500. Last week, 
‘Battle of Broadway’ (20th) and 
‘Rawhide’ (20th), off somewhat at 
$4.900. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
-——‘Robin Hood’ (WB). Getting big- 
gest play in town currently, and 
should do big $15,000. Last week, 








E. Borah of Idaho, and William H 
Smathers of New Jersey, asking oc- 
casional questions. 

‘Emancipate the more than 12,500 
independent exhibitors,’ was Neely’s 
battle cry. ‘Community freedom in 
the selection of pictures will benefit 
the industry, provide more jobs and 
boost the earnings of all branches,’ | 
he predicted. Denouncing the ‘mo- | 
tion picture trust,’ the West Vir- 
slapped Will Hays. and: 
Charles C. Pettijohn, who ‘would be | 
worth $1,000,000 a year if they used | 
their efforts to promote public wel- | 
fare,’ and declared that since the 
producers’ association was formed 
the monopolistic control of films had 
become greaily strengthened. Num- 
ber of independent producers and 
distributors has declined sharply and 
the output of features has dropped, 
while the intensity of Hollywood 
control via block booking has been | 
strengthened under the Hays lead- 
ership, he complained. 

Statistics of reform groups were 
cited to show that sensational films 
have had a harmful effect on juve- 
niles. Neely reminded the solons that 
11,000,000 youngsters under the age 
of seven see pictures once weekly 
and that more than 28,000,000 under 
14 are regular patrons. This state- 
ment drew the comment from 
Smathers that while serving on the 
bench in New Jersey he found many 
youths inspired to crime by the 
screen entertainment they had seen. 
Salaries 


Argument that a ban on the tradi- 
tional distribution method would dis- 
rupt the industry and cost huge 
sums was scoffed at by Neely. In 
view of the salaries for insiders in 
the industry, he said, such monetary 
arguments are immaterial. He noted 
that 14 Loew’s executives drew over 
$4,700,000 in salaries last year, get- 
ting more than 30% of the corpora- 
tion net earnings and more than all 
extras received. 

With a year in which to rearrange 
their operations, he claimed, there 
is no reason why the principal stu- 
dios cannot comply with the provi- 
sions of the bill requiring advance 
synopses of all forthcoming features. 

After several lukewarm  objec- 
tions were made, Senate agreed to 
consider the bill and debate on the 
merits of Neely’s proposal. Unen- 
thusiastic criticism came from 
Senators Royal Copeland of New 
York, Wallace White of Maine and 
Styles Bridges of New Hampshire, 





while Senator Neely answered each 
with statements denouncing the 
‘trust.’ 

Material improvement in quality 


forts, but he said ‘money-grubbing 
Hollywood bosses’ prevent him from 
carrying reforms further. At the 
same time, the West Virginian ac- 
cused Hays of hiring educators, 
politicians and other’ individuals 
capable of swinging votes in order 





|}and testimonial dinner to Herbe] in 


| ship, 


to gag critics of industry practices. 
Skepticism about the 


remarking exhibs are interested in 
making money. New Hampshire 
Republican suggested elimination of 
present sales method might result in 
more, rather than less, purchases of 
sexy and sensational pix. 

Denial that block booking is seri- 
ous problem came from _ Senator 


White, who quoted Carl Milliken, | 


former Maine gov., now with Hays 
group. Evidence indicated industry 
reformers have raised up strawman, 
and are ‘talking out something that 
does not exist,’ he asserted. Neely 


replied that if block sales are rare | 


he cannot see how anyone would 
be injured by passage of his bill. 


Herbel New WB Exchange 


Chief in San Francisco 


Chicago, May 17. 


Henry Herbel, formerly branch 
manager here for Universal, has 
joined the Warner Bros. organization 


‘and goes to San Francisco immedi- 


ately as branch chief. 
Local film row tendered a farewell 


the Congress hotel here last week, 
with Herbel gifted with a ring as an 
expression of good-will and friend- 


Hollywood, May 17. 
W. H. Heineman, Universal's west- 


effect of . nai aie? 
: ede ; : | Othman, who had never given pictures a serious thought when he was 
compel the sale of pictures individ- | legislation was voiced by Bridges, | th B P 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 2 


Jane Shaw ghosted ‘I Lost My Girlish Laughter’ for Random House jn 
collaboration with Sylvia Shulman (Mrs. Ring Lardner, Jr.) whose experi- 
ences as a private secretary to David O. Selznick backgrounded the ma- 
terial. 

It’s not truly biographical, being a composite of the Hollywood scene ag 
Miss Shulman noticed it during her film career. Book was actualiy au- 
thored in New York where Miss Shaw resides, Several of the characters, 
however, are said to be composite prototypes, 








Fair-haired member of the Hollywood correspondent corps is Fred 


| writing Washington politics for the United Press until a few months ago, 
| He has been given free rein by his UP bosses, picks his own material and 
| writes in a light vein for more than 600 newspapers. Studio flacks are 
scrambling to catch his eye because his stuff is printed in the L. A. Herald 
Express and the Hollywood Citizen-News, where it catches the eye of the 
| eee bigshots, an all-important factor in a flack’s career, 


| Patronage-building talents of Shirley Temple were enlisted last week to 
| attract business for the air mail service. Rewarding the curly-topped 20th 
Century-Fox star with title of ‘honorary national sponsor of National Air 
Mail Week,’ Postmaster General Farley started distributing reproductions 
of a drawing which Shirley entered in a kids’ poster contest as part of the 
air mail build-up. Sketch, which will be displayed throughout the coun- 
try this week, shows Shirley standing beside a transport plane holding a 
letter addressed to Farley. 


Newsreel shot of a breadline in Cleveland, which exaggerated town's 
| unemployment conditions and lack of relief funds, drew hisses when shown 
'at Palace, Cleveland. Besides being booed by evening audiences, man- 
aging editor of afternoon paper criticized theatre for running a piece of 
| such adverse propaganda. Manager retorted it wasn’t any worse than the 
editor’s daily scare-lines on the situation. Controversial scene in RKO- 
Radio newsreel was pulled out after first day when other civic moguls 
kicked that it would hurt city’s comeback climb, 


Contracts-within-contracts will be a problem for Republic execs when 
| all the talent, corralled by Gene Autry on his recent stampede, arrives at 
ithe studio gates. While the crooning cowpuncher was roaming the range 
| he signed two bands, a songwriter and a comedienne, all hitting the trail 
|for the Republic rancho, Roundup this week will disclose Polly Jenkins 
and her hillbilly musicians, Peewee King’s Golden West Cowboys, Freddie 
Rose, songsmith, and Ruth Bacon, femme comic, 

Hollywood in the raw will be the theme of a new film column by Ted 
Le Berthon, until recently author of daily courtroom tragedies in the L. A. 
Evening News. La Berthon has been shifted to the film sector with orders 
to shun the flacks and write facts as is. Before joining the News he ouit 
his job as associate editor of a fan mag because his rugged revelations of 
the film colony were shushed., 





ern district sales manager for eight 
years, has been made western divi- 


Irene Rich is back in pictures, set to play a mother’s role by permission 


sion manager, with headquarters in | of Welch’s Grape Juice. Under her radio contract with the beverage com 


5 pany, Miss Rich had not been permitted to play maternal parts in the 
mew ToeK. | screen while portraying younger roles on the air. With this proviso waived, 
No successor has been named for | : 


the western district post. 
Al O’Keefe, local branch manager, 
moves up into the district spot. 





she has been signed by Universal as Deanna Durbin’s mother in the forthe 


| coming ‘That Certain Age.’ 


ee 


David O. Selznick has waved goodbye to the sizable investment he made 


in Toni Noviska, Polish ballet dancer and film player, he imported four 
REINHARDT’S OUTDOORERS | months ago. D ex prepare | 


Three Hollywood Spectacles This 
Summer 
Hollywood, May 17. 

Plan to have Max Reinhardt 
supervise Sam Goldwyn’s ‘Exiles,’ 
story of artists aired from Austria 
by current Nazi setup, is cold and 
Reinhardt will do three outdoorers 
here for the summer instead. 

First will be a production of 
‘Faust’ at the Pilgrimage, a hillside 
outdoor stage which plays in opposi- 
tion to the Hollywood Bowl. Next 
will be ‘Mayor of Yonkers’ which 
Thornton Wilder is writing now in 
Tucson. Third will be Maeterlinck’s 
‘Blue Bird’ for the Hollywood Bowl. 

Plan still calls for Jascha Heifetz 
to play dramatic lead in ‘Exiles,’ 
with Merle Oberon opposite the ace 
Stradivariusist. 

(Miss) I, A. R. Wylie is now on 
the Coast to script ‘Exiles,’ having 
flown here over the weekend. 





nil Doing Living 0, 
Bing Crosby $5,000, Four Men’ $3,500 





Minneapolis, May 17. 

Not a ray of boxoffice sunshine 
along the rialto except ‘Joy of Living’ 
at the State and that’s just okay. De- 
pression’s grip continues to tighten 
and even topnotch pictures are hav- 
ing rough sailing. Outstanders like 
‘Test Pilot’ get by nicely, but even 
these fall far short of normal time 
performances. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25) — 
‘Over the Wall’ (WB) and ‘Rawhide’ 
(20th), dual first runs, split with ‘Ac- 
cidents Will Happen’ (WB) and ‘Cas- 
sidy of Bar 20,’ also dual first runs. 
Looks like mild $800. Last week, 

















| ‘Maid’s Night Out’ (RKO) and ‘Bull- | 


|dog Drummond's Peril’ (Par), dual 


place product elsewhere  satisfac- 
torily; looks like brutal $500. 

Minnesota (Par-Singer) (4,200; 25- 
35-55) — ‘Dr. Rhythm’ (Par). Will 
be lucky to top bad $5.000. Last 
week, ‘Merrily We Live’ (MG), light 
$5,500. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,890; 25- 
35-40) — ‘Four Men and Prayer’ 
(20th), Indications point to light 
$3,500. Last week, ‘College Swing’ 
(Par) bad, $3,500. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
|55—‘Joy of Living’ (RKO), may get 
;}up to good $8,000. Last 
| ‘Test Pilot’ (MG) (2d week). $7.200, 
good enough after great $11,800 first 
week, 

Time 





(Berger) (2950: 


‘Keniucky Moonshine’ (20th), failed | first runs, split with ‘Moto’s Gamble’ | week). Fine $1.200 in prospect. Last 


to hold, weak $6,600. 


Hipp (Shea) (2.100: 25-40)—‘Mon- | 


astery’ (World). Probably five days: 


| (20th) and ‘Love on a Budget’ (20ih), 
fair $900. 
| Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 


i week, juicy $1,500. 
| Uptown (Par) (1.200: 25-35) — 
‘Bluebeard’ (Par). First nabe show- 


for this week: fair at perhaps $3,500. | 35-55) — ‘Test Pilot’ (MG) (2d run).|ing. En route to mild $2.500. Last 


wast week, ‘Beloved Brat’ (WB) and 
‘Patient in Room 198’ (WB), eight- 
dav vrosram, good $6.700. 

I-fayette ‘Ind.) 
*Alwavs a Womon’ (Col) and ‘Rer- 
frew of Royel Mounted’ (GN). 
around ¢7.500, Tast week, ‘Girl with 


Ideas’ (U) and ‘Black Doll’ (U), $4,090. 


(3.300: 25-25)— | 


Mild $4.000, better than house has 
| been doing lately. Last week, ‘Be- 
|loved Brat’ (WB), bad $2,800. 


‘Look Out for Love’ (GB). Out after 
four davs instead of remaining full 
week: GB's fling in legit roadshow 
‘house occasioned by 


Lyceum (Murray) (2.300; 25-40) —! 


failure’ to’ 


week, ‘Snow White’ 
davs to immense $5500. 

World (Steffec) (350: 95-25-40-55) 
—‘Maverling’ (French) (4th week). 
Out after three davs of $300, light. 
‘Storm in Teacup’ (UA) opens today 
(Tues.), Last week satisfactory 


$1,400. . 


week, | 


15-25) —| 
| ‘Marihuana’ (Esper) (2d run and 2d | 


(RKO), nine} 


While the producer was sparing no expense to prepare her 
| for an American camera debut, Noviska hopped to New York and married 
Adolph Berlinerblau, linen merchant of her home town, Warsaw. She 
is abandoning her film career. 

Universal has been asked to dig up an old screen test of Morton Gil 
Clark, socialite, because of attention being given to his book, ‘Captains 
Outrageous,’ due late this month. Clark appeared opposite screen test of 
Mitzi Mayfair turned out more than a year ago. He is a six-footer of 
athletic build. His book may wind up in pictures, It already is being 
dramatized for radio, 

Charlie McCarthy is getting a wide circulation these days with the heip 
of the U. S. mail. Every letter dropped in the Universal studio post office 
from May 15 to 25 is stamped with a green-inked cachet showing the 
wooden actor's portrait and the legend, ‘Letter of Introduction,’ title of the 
current John M. Stahl production. 





Luise Rainer, two-time Academy awards winner, spurned the role cf- 
fered by Metro in ‘The Great Waltz.’ Metro borrowed Franciska Gaal 
from Paramount, made extensive tests and screened them for Miss Rainer, 
who suddenly changed her mind and became enthusiastic about the role. 

Subject of moot comment among newsmen covering the Hollywood scene 
is the new goodwiil tack currently obtaining among the studio flacks. The 
companies’ efforts to woo good will with the newshounds is a recent 
phenomenon, 

San Antonio dailies carried wire stories from Hollywood that Universal 
is mulling a Randolph Field air epic, ‘Fiying Cadets,’ to be filmed ai the 
Air Corps field. A checkup at the ‘West Point of the Air’ in S. A. reveals 
that the officers don’t know a thing about it, 

Recent personal appearance of a Hollywood luminary at a New York 
theatre brought forth very caustic comments from galleryites anent actcrs 
singing ability. With barely enough applause to warrant an encore, staf 
reappeared, galleryites shouting, ‘Please don’t sing again.’ 

Norman Rydge, Greater Union Theatres: boss, as chairman of Cinesound 
Productions, claims there is no combination of Cinesound with Charles 
Chauvel, producer, and Pagewood studio, These are all Austrian entities. 

Paramount just bought Paul Gallico’s story, ‘Reno.’ Universal has ‘Road 
to Reno’ on the tapis, with Hope Hampton in her comback film try. 
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Ruth Hussey’s Move ‘WHO STEALS MY—’ 


Hollywood, May 17. | Buck Jones Sues to Curb Alleged 
Aping 








Metro borrowed Ruth Hussey from 
20th-Fox for an important part in 
‘Meridian 17-1212, which — staried 
rolling yesterday (Monday). 

Twentieth-Fox signed Miss Hussey 
as a result of her work in the Broad- 
way stage play, ‘Dead End.’ 








Los Angeles, May 17. 

Whether an actor’s mannerisms. 
style of clothes and horse’s name are 
his own property were problems Jaid 
before supreme court last week by 
Buck Jones in his $250,000 damege 
;suit against Republic Pictures. 

Asking an order restraining ine 
exhibition of Republic’s serial, “The 

Robert Pirosch and George Seton] Lone Ranger,’ Jones claims the pic- 
have been called in to collaborate} ture imitates his own acting to.cks 
with Irving Brecher on the screen| his vocal inflections, costumes end 
| play for Metro’s ‘A Day at the Cir-|the name of his horse, Silve: He 
| cus,’ the next Marx Bros. picture. 
| Brecher, a contract writer, st 
the script last week. 








THREE ON A SCRIPT 


Hollywood, May 17, 








ceclares the film is using the sume 
sturted | characteristics he developed Guliug 
15 years as a western acior. 
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H wood Actually Gets 
Of Aussie Pic Coin, Wilson Says 


+ 





Melbourne, May 17, 

Despite the barrage of claims to 
the contrary, Sir Victor Wilson, presi- 
dent of the Motion Picture Distribu- 
tors Assn., has shown figures that 
U. S. companies actually get little of 
the money pulled in the Australian 
film market. 

Wilson’s statements were made at 
the 47 Club annual dinner and came 


as a great surprise to listeners. Ac- 
cording to the MPDA prez, U. S. 
companies obtain about $4,350,000 


annual net return from pictures dis- 
tributed in Australia, Out of every 
25c. taken in at the boxoffice, he con- 
tinued, only 3c. actually reaches the 
American producer. 

While the total amount of money 
grossed by U. S. pictures in Australia 
in a year’s time was placed at $10.,- 
000.000, this figure was immediately 
reduced by more than $1,500,000 be- 
cause of customs and primage charges 
U. S. companies must absorb. Wilson 
placed the net return at under $5.- 
000,000 after deductions for exchange 
operations, overhead, income taxes, 
advertising expenditures and other 
charges. 

Pointed out that the American pro- 
ducer receives from this territory an 
average of $10,000 for each feature 
film. Said that America sent over 
about 1,100 pictures last year. Con- 
cluded with the charge that it was 
wrong for people here to believe 
that Americans were bleeding this 
country of big sums, pointing to the 
huge payroll that keeps thousands of 
Australians employed every year. 

British Drop in Aussie 
Sydney, May 3. 

British picture interests are begin- 
ning to wonder just how much the 
Australian territory is worth to them 
after having their product shut out 
of ace theatres during the Easter sea- 
son. This follewed barren play- 
dates over the Christmas holidays 
last year. 

Inquisitive representatives of Brit- 
ish companies here have been told 
that only George Formby, Gracie 
Fields and Annabella mean much for 
the marquee displays of England's 
screen stars. Last-named now is 
with 20th-Fox, 

Worst part of the decline in Brit- 
ish picture popularity is that their 
features even are slipping in smaller 
communities. Dip in English-made 
product’s pulling power has been 
noticeable for some time and whether 
business will build again is dubious. 
Admittedly, officials with British 
firms here are finding it tougher to 
break into deluxe theatres. Nearly 
every holiday period, they find 
virtually every house playing Ameri- 
can productions. Though American 
distributors are taking the rap for 
nearly everything that happens here 


lately, their films continue to do the 


business. 


South African Upbeat 


Capetown, May 2. 
Current film bills here are: Colos- 
seum, ‘Angel’ (Par), followed by ‘100 
Men and a Girl’ (U); Alhambra, 
‘Outcast’ (Par), followed by ‘High 
Wide and Handsome’ (Par); ‘Plaza, 
‘Love Is a Headache’ (M-G), fol- 
lowed by ‘Everybody Sing’ (M-G): 
Royal, ‘Double Wedding,’ followed 
by ‘Marie Walewska’ (M-G); Adel- 
phi, ‘Souls at Sea’ (Par). 
Johannesburg, Mav 2. 
Pictures playing here are: Plaza, 
‘Music for Madame’ (RKO): Colos- 
seum, ‘10@ Men and a Girl’ (tU); 
Metro, ‘Everybody Sing’ (M-G): 
Standard, ‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par): 
Palladium, ‘Last Train from Madrid’ 
(Par); Bijou, ‘Thin Man’ (M-G). 
Durban. May 2. 
Local houses are currently playing 
the following picts: Prince’s, ‘The 
Squeaker’ (UA); Criterion, ‘Take My 
Tip’ (G-B): King’s, ‘Star Is Born’ 
‘UA): Metro, ‘Thoroughbreds Don't 
Cry’ (M-G): Playhouse, ‘Confession’; 
Cameo, ‘Irish for Luck.’ 








Reagan, Hicks to Sail 
For N. Y.; Quota Plans 


London, May 17 
Charles Reagan, western division 
Manager for Paramount in U. S 


Vill accompany John W. Hicks. Jr. 
a 
foreign sales manager, when 


itt ! he 
sails for New York tomorrow (18). 


—— el lll 
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Small Share 





The Deaf Hear 


London, May 10, 

Innovation in providing a 
listening system for the deaf is 
being tried out by Gaumont- 
British in a Glasgow theatre, It 
differs from other systems in 
that it enables patrons, who are 
hard of hearing, to enjoy a 
talking picture without having 
an individual 
ment 

Project is based 
ture radio receiving set, which 
patrons hold in their laps. 
This picks up sound radiations 
from a copper coil around the 
auditorium and from copper 
leads placed under carpets and 
under seats. Microphones con- 
cealed near screen pick up 
sound from picture. 


CUBA BOOSTING 
ITS OWN FILM 


listening 


Instrue 


on a minia- 














PRODUCTION 


Dr. Oscar Zayas, Cuban politico 
and president of the recently formed 
Peliculas Cubanas, film producers, 
while in New York during the past 
week, ordered $50,000 in apparatus 
for his firm. Trip made with an eye 
to greatly expanding Cuban film pro- 
duction, which might also entail gov- 
ernment aid. He leaves today (18) 
for Washington, then back to Ha- 
vana 

Zayas’ outfit just completed first 
grade A film production to come 
from the island, ‘It Happened in Ha- 
vana,’ which will be handied in U. S. 
by Republic. Will be first Cuban 
effort to show in U. S. Film and its 
successors, of which there are two 
set, are looked upon by _ producers 
and Cuban government as universal 
goodwill cementers. New reciprocity 
treaty with U. S. is another boon to 
them for film production, says Zayas. 

Like initial one, all films for some 
time will be musicals with a thin 


plot, predicated on the Cuban music | 


popularity idea. No foreign artists 
will be imported, films being strictly 
Cuban, but likely that Yank techni- 
cians will be brought in for finesse. 
Part of equipment bought in Cali- 
fornia. Initial film was made in bor- 
rowed studio and with borrowed ma- 
terials. Zayas will start building his 
own studios on return to Cuba, and 
expects to spend about $250,000. 
Also due to start film production 
/in Cuba is Arthur Sawyer, former 
indie producer on the Coast. He's 


|Mass., but returns to New York 
shortly to start negotiations for pro- 
duction in Cuba. Local and Yank 
coin is to be used to catch up with 
fast-growing Latin-American film 
production, into which Cuba is last 
to jump. Sam Riddle will be asso- 
ciated with Sawyer. 

Lou Weiss, who formerly produced 
for Columbia Pictures on the Coast, 
is also delving into the Latin market. 
Has a deal on with the Mexican 
‘government, it’s understood, whereby 
he'll produce there with peso back- 


ing. 


LONDON EXHIBS STILL 
BATTLING DISTRIBS 


London, May 10. 
Battle between exhibitors and dis- 
represented by Cinemato- 





tributors, 


graph Exhibitors’ Assn. and Kine- 
matograph Renters Society, respec- 
tively, is about to break out in the 


ypen what with blast from Kinema- 
tographers on May &. 


Distributor organization has de- 
nied that it planned grading films to 
hike rentals. contending it merels 


hoped to cure the lengthy program 
evil, two strong films from 
plaving on the same bill and to in- 


prevent 


sure booking of big pictures on per- 
centage terms. Exhibitors may ac- 
cept new offer on its face value. be 
‘au e both sides realize conti ed 
squabbling is not helping business. , 


at present at his home in Brookline, | 


Maier London Bound 


Herman Maier, Warner Bros. chief 
construction engineer, sailing this 
summer to supervise final details on 
construction of new house for the 
company in London. It will be his 
third trip abroad to direct site con- 
struction of the theatre, to be known 
as the Warner, It’s on site formerly 
occupied by the old Daly. House, 
with 1,800 seats and latest in cooling 
and sound systems, will be the first 
WB house to be erected on foreign 
soil. 

New theatre will open late in Sep- 
tember, with ‘Robin Hood.’ 





DISTRIBS TALK 
PEACE IN JAPAN 


Tokyo, May 17. 


American Motion Picture’ Assn. 
here and the financial office are re- 
ported nearing solution of Japan coin 
and product stymie. New proposal, 
which has been referred to home of- 


fices of U. S. distributing companies 


in New York, includes a three-year 
bank guarantee of rental money, 
currently impounded here by the 


government. 

It's also understood to stipulate lim- 
ited of 
at least sufficient in number for dis- 


importations foreign films, 
tribs to continue business. 
that 


under the pact 


Allocation of coin may be 
shipped to America 
will be strictly an industry matter, 
with companies splitting after it 
reaches New York. Kubo plan ap- 
parently has been crowded into the 
background, 

Personal opinions on details of lat- 
est setup and tendency to quibble 
over them, however, is still regarded 
as a threat to the successful opera- 
tion of the proposition. Apparently 
the home offices will be guided by 
suggestions received from Tokyo. 

If there’s no action in concert, some 
representatives here are inclined to 
think that several companies might 
act independently because of the de- 
sire to collect money flowing back 
to the U. S. and to have ban on Japan 
imports lifted. 


BERGNER TO START 
NEW PIC IN LONDON 


London, May 10. 
Elisabeth Bergner will begin a 
new picture at Pinewood under 
direction of husband Paul Czinner. 
Titled ‘Stolen Love,’ it will be from 
an original by Margaret Kennedy, 


making a sort of companion piece to, 


‘Escape Me Never.’ 

Budgeted at $500,000, picture will 
be first of new unit, Orion Films, 
operated by Czinner and Miss Berg- 
ner, 


Hollywood Spanishers 


Hollywood, May 17. 
Nick Grinde has been signed by 
Inc., to direct 
the first of a series of Spanish pic- 





Cobian Productions, 


tures starring Tito Guizar for Para- 
mount Initial 
will be ‘Mi Primer Amor.’ 


release. production 


Cantabria Films will start produc- 


tion tomorrow (Wednesday) on 
‘Block Party,’ first of a series of 
Spanish language films, at Grand 
National studios. 

Picture, to be produced by Jaime 
del Amo, will co-star Ferdinando 
Solar of Mexico and Luana Alcaniz 
yf Cuba 


Gainsborough to Film 
‘Lagoon’ in Technicolor 
May 109. 


has bought Herb 


to H de Vere Stac- 


London, 
Gainsborough 
Wilecox’s rights 


poole’s ‘Blue Lagoon’ and plans to do 

the picture at Islington in the fall 

vith location work in Jamaica Or 
Bermuda 

Picture will be in Technicolsr, first 

Gaumont-Britist ha nand i 

the svstem and will have all local 


Cable Address: 
Telephone Temple Ber 5041-5017 


VARIFTY. LONDON 





12 Refugee Writers Settle in Paris 


arene 


Due to Hitler’s Expansion Policy: 


Marton, Kaus, 





London, May 17. 
‘Yank at Oxford’ so far has 
been the most successful Brit- 
ish feature turned out by an 
American producer in this 
country Picture just con- 


cluded six weeks at the Empire 


here where only (the original 
Broadway Melody’ equaled its 
playing time 

‘Yank’ equaled ‘Mutiny on 


Bounty’ total gross at this house 
in the fifth week of its recently 
concluded run. In same week 
the picture bested ‘Trader Horn’ 
biz at this theatre. 

Record at Empire is held all 
the more remarkable since, be- 


sides these three, only about 
eight other features have run 
more than four weeks at the 
house 











UNION CINEMAS 
TO STAY AS IS 
FOR YEAR 


London, May 10. 
Policy of Union Cinemas to con- 
tinue operating another year, to as- 


certain actual earning power under | 


normal conditions, was approved by 
stockholders at an adjourned annual 
meeting here. Capital reconstruc- 
tion, inevitable as a result of writing 
off more than $15,000,000 book assets, 
consequently will be deferred until 
after that period. 

However, John Maxwell plainly 
has intimated no preferred dividends 
were possible until the serious finan- 
cial problems had been tackled and 
there was considerable change inthe 
general position, 

Commenting on Maxwell's outline 
of affairs, one stockholder said he 
found it hard to believe that $3,000,- 
000 had been lost in nine months, but 
Maxwell stated this was because 
about $2,000,000 was added to values 
of the properties back in December, 
1936. Maxwell's general analysis 
ripped into conduct of the company’s 
business before it came under As- 
sociated British control. Writing up 
of assets was held to be entirely un- 
justified. 

The situation was one requiring 


careful nursing and one that must be | 


handled with utmost patience and 
skill. One bright spot was the great- 
ly improved showing by the theatres. 
Current year’s respite, Maxwell said, 
would give the board time in which 
to judge carefully, liquidate subsidi- 
aries when possible and protect the 
present setup all along the line. 


LONDON THEATRE SUES 
UNION EXECS FOR LIBEL 


London, May 10. 

of the projectionists’ 
dragging along without 
on biz, is libel suit 
Kensington theatre, first 
against two officials of 
Electrical Trades Union. 
Court followed distribution 
pamphlets charging that theatres 
Cinematograph Exhibitors’ 
are endangering public safety. 
meantime 


Outcome 
trike, now 
much effect 
brought by 
run spot, 
action 
of 
run DY 
Assn 
C.E.A. 


inctions 


has secured in- 
against 
from issuing such 
still 


them 


interests are seeking a 
to call off 
drags on but 


London 


ila to permit 
trike Di 


ailed 


pute 


ave f to balk 


Margon’s New Job 


C. C. Margon, formerly special 


for Columbia Picture 
ned 


¢ 


supel visor i0PF 


ep - eer tats’ re) 
ith America, has 
e Latin-American 
Universal by J. H 
foreign 


peen nat 


Seidelman, com- 


hief 


| 
aies is 


the electrical union | 


Fodor Lead Exodus 


7 _ - = 
‘ , Paris, May 10 
Yank’ Record - 
Probably the greatest scenario and 
rs play writing unit ever assembied 


settled 
Chancellor 
Central 


outside of Hollywood is now 
in Paris as a result of 
Hitler’s expansion 
Europe. 
Coupled 
conditions 


policy in 


with the bad 
and the few 
produced, shortly 
Austria 
ince, 12 
trian and 
transferred 
established 

Georges 
important literary advisors and 
agents in Central Europe, who has 
had his headquarters in Vienna for 


economic 
plays being 
before independent 
became a German proev- 
the known Aus- 
Hungarian writers have 
en Paris and 
here 
the 


of best 


masse to 
themselves 


Marton, one of most 


the last 10 years, was the instigator 
of the move, which resulted in the 
authors leaving their own countries 
because circumstances left them 
practically no othe alternative 
Authors who came here with Mar- 
ton, some leaving their old coun- 
tries late in February, and others 
Joining them only after the Hitler 
grab, are as follows 


Gina Kaus, who wrote the current 
French film success, ‘Prison Sans 
Barreaux. She has also. written 
several best seller novels and ameng 
her works are included ‘The Sisters 





Klee’ and ‘Katherine Empress’; 
| ® . 

| Ladislaus Fodor, who's recognized 
as second only to the Hungarian 
playwright, Franz Molnar. It was 


| Fodor who wrote ‘Girl’s Dormitory,’ 


‘Youth at the Helm,’ ‘Good Morn- 
ing Bill’ and ‘Unguarded Hour.’ 


Also, Stefan Bekkefi and Adorjan 
Stelle, well-known Hungarian writ- 


ing 


team, who are responsible for 
the Continental success, ‘Unexcused 


Absence,’ which will shortly *%e pro- 


duced in London from an Ian Hay 
adaptation; Wilhelm Speyer, Ger- 
man novelist, who recently cem- 


pleted a dramatized version of his 
; novel ‘Second Love’; Edmund Wolf, 
young Austrian playwright, whose 
story, ‘Dangerous Medicine,’ has 
been purchased by Warners; Otto 
and Edgar Eis, successful team of 
scenario writers. They wrote ‘Nine 
Officers,’ the play, which, it’s under- 
stood, Carl Laemmle, Jr., will pro- 
duce soon in Hollywood. He has 
owned the rights for some time. 
Vienna’s outstanding young author 
and actor, Hans Jaray, has his play, 
‘Ping Pong,’ set for a London open- 
ing soon; Hans J. Rehfisch, German 
playwright, who wrote ‘The Drey- 
fus Case’; Guido Freud, nephew of 


;the famous’ psycho-analyst, who 
| has had several of his works pro- 
_duced in Central Europe. Frani 


| Molnar, visiting in Venice aftgr new 
material for a play. 

Although Marton carries a Hun- 
| garian passport, he has centered his 
activities in Vienna as the logical 
' Central European headquarters for 
his type of work for the last decade. 
He’s called by his intimates a one- 
man play factory, because of his 
own writing abilities in advising 
young authors 

Marton has stated that during the 
last 18 months he has sold nearly 
25 screen to American and 
European producers, with the ma- 
jority of them going to Hollywood. 
Fox. he said, has purchased about 
a dozen and Metro had taken al- 
most that many. 

The greater portion of the writers, 
who have come here, are all under 


stories 


40, Marton explaining that he 
thought it wo ld be easier for them 
to adapt themselves to new con- 
ditions in a new country, as the 
| older writers would be more re- 
luctant to leave locales in which 
they had spent most of their lives. 
There's no financial arrangement 
back of them and there is no com- 
mon furd on which thev depend, 
each writer working individually, 
but all doing all possible to aid the 
othe 
557 Paris Pie Houses, 


Rise of 58 in 2 Years 


Paris, May 10. 

Total of 5457 cine in the Paris 
area represet an inerease of 58 
houses in little more than two years. 
Of these, 320 are in Part a gain of 
$4 sim 1935 In the suburbs, there 
has been an in -ase of 14 On an 
’ 1 h are 25 in Pari how- 
! t » ive both Fz: ich 
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COCOANUT GROVE 


(MUSICAL) 

Paremount release of George Arthur pro- 
Guiction Stars bred MicMurray; features 
Harriet Hilliard Yacht Club fjovs, Hen 
Biue, Rufe Davis Billv Lee Kve Arden, 
Jiarry Owens oh Directec by Alfred 
Santell. Original story and screenplay, Sy 


Eartlett and Olive Cooper; camera, Leo | 


Tover; film editor, Hugh Bennett; songs, 
Harry Owens, Burien Lane and Frank 
J.oesser, Ralph Fried and Frederick Hlol- 
landei Previewed in Prejection Room, 
N. ¥ May 14, '38 Runnit time, 0 mins 
Johnny Prentice Kred MacMurray 
Linda Rogers. .. Harriet blilliard 
Turk. Eli, Pe: Winds Yucht Club Boys 
Lemma F — Ben blue 
ket ‘ . Kiufe Davis 


Truant Office Stanley Andrews 
Hawit ee \W m ob on 
Pawnbroker H n ‘ ler 
Rus Driver la Penn 
Woman Kithel ¢ yton 

‘Cocoanut Grove’ is a pleasant 
musical, more or less familiarly pat- 
terned, but it will do pretiy good 
business No mind wearyer as to 
plot, it shapes up as nice summer 
musical film fare. With Fred Mac- 
Murray starred and a flock of 
familiar sub-names, it gives the ex- 
hibs something to talk about. 

Film is fortified by an exception- 
ally good score with three song out- 
standers, notably ‘Says My 
used as a thematic; ‘You 
Braathless,’ another good ballad; | 
and ‘Dreamy Hawaiian Moon.’ Book 
by Sy Bartlett and Olive Cooper may 
be considered cone of those things, al- | 
though a satisfactory enough frame- 
work upon which to have the trim- | 
mings. 

Travail of MacMurray’s band in 
wangling their way from a Lake 
Michigan showboat to an audition at 
the Cocoanut Grove—‘which has 
been the springboard to fame and 
fortune for Bing Crosby, Doroihy 
Lamour, Carole Lombard, Abe Ly- 
man and many others,’ says Mac- 
Murray in one speech—constitutes 
the story. These and other names 
are freely and colloquially used so 
that it all takes on an air of semi- 
conviction, save for the usual] filmusi- 
cal elasticities. 

Harriet Hilliard comes on the scene 
as pseudo-tutor for drum-beating | 
Billy Lee, the half-pint kidlet whom | 
MacMurray adopted. Subsequenily, | 
under curiovs ‘accidental’ situaticn, 
Miss Hilliard confesses she was first 
the songstress, then the schoolmarm, 
but once that’s off the scripters’ 


zeave Me 


Heart,’ | tion, and is a 


HOLIDAY 


{ 
Hollywood, May 17. 
| Columbia release of Everett Kis,in pro 


Hlepdburn = wnd 


| duction, Sturs WKatharine 
Cary Grant. Directed by George CUser, 
| asst, dir. Clitéirod Broughton, Screen- 
} play, Donald Ugden Stewart and Sid- 
jney Buchman; from play by Philip Barry; 
aimera, Franz WMlanev; film editors, Oito 
Weyer and Al Clark; musical director, 
Morr.s Stoloil, Previewed at Pantages 
May 15, °3s. Running time, 94% mins, 
l.inda Seton, ..- Katharine Hepburn 
"fa PPP eeT Cer ..Cary Grant 
ES ob. oe bead beer a Doris Neian 
| Ned Setuon....... es eee Lew Ayres 
Nick Potter.... Kdward Everett Horte 
Edward Seton -llenry Kolker 
Laura Cram ‘ -Binnie Barnes 
Susan Potter... oe ae Jean Dixon 
Seton Cram.. ~ E .-tlenry Danieil 
Philip Barry's play, - ‘Holiday,’ 

Which in film form was a smash hit 
eight years ago in the depression’s 
depth, rises to box office heights as 


a recession remake. 
has given it an up-to-the-moment 
directorial treatment, and the star- 
ring team of Katharine Hepburn and 
Cary Grant provide attractive mar- 
quee persuasion. Exhibitors will 
pencil in some extra days for this 
production to their own and Colum- 
bia’s handsome profit. 

Theme of play seems more timely 
against the economic and social back- 
ground of today than when previous- 
ly filmed by Edward H. Griffith with 


Cukor 


George 


Ann Harding, Richard Ames and 
|Mary Astor in the leads. Doris 
Nolan, from Broadway legit, plays 


| the sister role in the current produc- 
standout in a cast 
which includes Lew Ayres. Edward 
Everett Horton, Henry Kolker. Bin- 
nie Barnes, Jean Dixon and Henry 
Daniell. 

Futility of riches is topic of ‘Holi- 


| day,’ and Donald Ogden Stewart and 


Sidney Buchman, who wrote the 
screen script, have tossed in a few 
well-directed and timely shots which 
bolster the Barry original. Chanzes 
and interpolations are few. however, 
which would prove that ‘Holiday’ is 
a strong, vital play of American life | 
and manners of the period. It has | 
fine sentiment. sound logie and a cer- 
tain gaiety which fringes a serious 
problem. 

Miss Hepburn, after a whirl at his- 
torical drama and a wild farce in her 
recent picture assignments, is back 
in her best form and type of role in 
‘Holiday,’ which is modern drama. 
Her acting is delightful and shaded | 
with fine feeling and understandins 
throughout. Cary Grant, who has 
come through a series of frothy roles, 
plays this one straight. 

Cukor brings out the best from all 
the players. Lew Ayres is the de- 





minds, she gives good evidence 
thereof in plenty. 

Harry Owens, composer-maestro 
of the Royal Hawaiian orchestra 
(Honolulu), when he’s not doubling 
into the Beverly Wilshire, Bev- 
hills, plays himself, .although the 
band is MacMurray’s in the tale. But 
with the latter scheming his roman- 
tic schemes, Owens wields the baion 
on occasion and is first ‘discovercd’ 
as author of ‘Sweet. Leilani,’ where- 
upon he reels off the films major 
thematic, ‘Says My Heart,’ a peach 
tune, 

The Yacht Club Boys are them- 
selves as an integral unit of the band. 
Ben Blue, partnered with Eve Ar- 
den, in a sort of Moore & Revel hoke 
ballroomology technique, also regis- 
ter; and Rufe Davis, the musical 
imitator, is picked up en route to the 
Coast when the trailer breaks down. 


Red Stanley, another bona fide 
musician (with Rudy Vallee regu- 


larly), has more than a casual bit 
also. 

Of the specialties, Bluye-Arden 
open with a reverse Apache which is 
rather lost on the customers, but 
okay. The hokum _ballroomology 
later is clicko. The Yachters also 
have two good numbers, the opening 
sailors sequence, and ‘We're Four of 
the Three Musketeers’ which is 
reminiscent of the old Marx Bros. 
formula. The boys work hard and 
often throughout, handling dialog 
other than lyric lines, and deftly 
dovetailing with their instrumenia- 
tion into the running story. Young 
Billy Lee as Half-Pint and George 
Walcott as the light heavy, make 
themselves forceful. MacMurray, 
who used to be of the California Col- 
legians combo, again has opportunity 
to toot on the level. He also vocal- 
izes ‘Leave Me Breathless’ as a 
serenade to Miss Hilliard. 

Direction of Alfred Santell and 
George Arthur’s production are 
-ultra.. Film; of course, is’ a trailer 
for the Ambassador Hotel's Cocoanut 
Grove, giving that Los Angeles spot 
a priceless buildup. It reminds of 
Paramount’s previous tie-in with 
‘Coronado.’ Actually, the Grove as 
shown in the film, is a stage set, and 
not a particularly faithful replica of 
the real Grove, but that’s minor. 

Abel. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, May 17. 

RKO purchased Frederick Koh- 
ner’s ‘Castle in Norway’ for Sonja 
Henie. 

Metro bought 
Reginald Owen and William Thiele. 

Paramount acquired Paul Gallico’s 
yarn, ‘Reno.’ 

Mary Coyle Chase sold “The Chi 
House’ to RKO, to be filmed this 
summer. She will go to Hollywood 
then. 

Metro purchased ‘Mr. Coronado,’ 
original by Dale Van Every and Tom 
Kilpatrick, 





‘Stablemates,” by | 


spondent younger brother in the} 
wealthy family who seeks some re- | 
lief from the monotony of riches bv | 
resorting to strong liquor. His final | 
scenes are emotionally effective. al- | 
though played with good deal of re- 
straint. Comedy by Horton and Miss 
Dixon is good, and Henry Kolker’s 
portrait of the:father is snlendid. 
‘Holiday’ is produced with so much 
spirit and spontaneity that the handi- 


Hollywood, May 17. 

Paramount release of Stuart Walker pro- 
duction, Features Mary Carlisle, 
Nolan, Lynne Overman, J. Carrol Naish, 
Dorothy Peterson, Directed by Louis King. 
Screenplay by Horace McCoy and William 
R. Lipman; based on play. by Albert Duffy 
and Marian Grant; camera, Victor Milner: 
film editor; Ann Bauchens: 
rection, Boris Morros; asst. director, Joseph 
Lefert. Previewed at Paramount, In A. 
May 196, ’38. Running time, 65 mins. 


Lloyd 


musical di- 











Jane POQITIB cecseseses evoeee- Mary Carlisle 
OOB- RIBORY 6500555 6k 65s eee LOyad Nolan 
ee eS Aer Lynne Overman 
ot ee 1. Carrol Naish 
Bes si vevase eccecsecccssees Anthony Quinn 
GRMOS. FIOWETS 0 onc ccc ccciccecs Larry Crabbe 
RUE: MEO os ccc tccescal Johnny Downs 
Mrs. Mary Harris........ Dorothy Peterson 
oo ee Delmar Watson 
MENG 64-50 5660p s.405.0o0604% Regis Toomey 


Vf ee -Louis Miller 

Had this picture been released five 
years ago during the gangster cycle 
it would have cleaned up. It is still 
a good story, but the vogue of the 


tough guys, the night club back- 
round for melodrama, and gunplay 
on the side streets, has passed. 





Nevertheless, it will please generally, 
and although not of major first run 
calibre, it is a strong supporting film. 


Sentiment that is well handled 
makes it. different. Authors tell a 
story of a quickshooting gangster 


who murders a pal and hides out 
for several weeks in the home of 
espectable suburbanites, who are 
forced at pistol point and with 
threats to keep him under cover. 
He gains entrance by posing as a 
business acquaintance of the hus- 
band, slightly swacked after deliver- 
ing a sneech at z convention of hard- 
ware dealers. With the name badge 
of an out-of-town delegate on his 
| lapel he is accepted as a new friend. 
| The morning newspapers show him 
up as a hunted criminal. 

It would apnear that a telephone 
call to the police would relieve the 
unhappy and frightened hosts of 
their guest. but logical subplottin«s 
and surveillance of the house bv the 
seangster’s friends keen the heads of 
the family in a stste of terror. True 





the dauchter, nlayed by Marv Car- 
lisle, and the 10-year-old son, De]mar 





identitv of the killer is unknown to | 





FILM REVIEWS 
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Miniature Reviews 





‘Cocoanut Grove’ (Par). Bright 
filmusical with Fred MacMur- 
ray starred; Harriet Hilliard, 
Yacht Boys, et al., in support. 

‘Holiday’ (Col). Corking com- 
edy, Hepburn-Grant toplined, 
sure for fancy grosses. 

‘Hunted Men’ (Par). Well 
made gangster melodrama, bet- 
ter than average supporting 
film. 

‘Goodbye Broadway’ (U). In- 
nocuous dualer about a flock of 
down-and-out vaudevillians. 

‘International Crime’ (GN) 
Crime item that will do as No. 2 
feature on secondary duals 











Watson. Kid wants to be a G-man 
and visitor with grim humor buys 
him a toy outfit, including a camera. 
Rest of it is rather obvious as a film 
sent to corner store for prints gives 
the authorities the tipoff. Police 
surround the house and demand sur- 
render. Tough mugg, refusing to 
throw up his hands, is killed. 
Finale is rough on the sensibilities 
and film would have been better en- 
tertainment with arrest and convic- 
tion. 
occasioned squawks in ae recent 
Metro film, ‘They Gave Him a Gun.’ 
Up to the finish, however, it is 
first rate. Lloyd Nolan gives a good 
performance as the gunman, but 
Lynne Overman in the role of the 


good citizen and father is excellent. | 
of much | 


indicating he is capable 
more substantial roles than the com- 


edy types he so frequently plays. | 


Miss Carlisle has looks and is ap- 
pealing as the daughter and Dorothy 
Peterson is effectively cast as the 
mother. 

Moppet role of the 12 vear old is 
important to the story, and Master 
Watson, who has a funny mannerism 
of speech, gets a tear or two from 
the audience when the crook, whom 


he idolizes and imagines to be on the | 
level, is exposed as a murderer. J. | 


Carrol Naish and Larry Crabbe do 
strong bits. 

Production values are of the best. 
and Victor Milner’s photography is 
outstanding in some very 
terior shots. 

‘Hunted Men’ is not an appealing 
title, hut once inside, the audiences 
will like it. Flin. 


Goodbye Broacway 


Trniversal release of Edmund Grainger 
preduction, Features Alice Brady. Charles 
Winninger. Directed by Ray McCarey, 
Basea on play by James Gleason; acreen- 
play, Koy Chanslor and A, Dorian Oivos; 
camera, George Robinson; film editor, Mau 
|rice Wright. At Palace, N. Y., 
13, ‘88, dual. Ruoning time, 6) mins. 


. r ; BEOUD BORON 6 oc cctictbvcccecss : AMG Brads 
cap of being a remake is unlikely to | pat Malloy...-.-.+:++0e- Charles Winninger 
retard its popularity. It is hand- | “Chack’ Bradford............... Tom Brown 
somely mounted and stamped with | Jeanne Carlyle........... <3 UEee. Sees 
fine technical work throughout. Pos- | ore Silegins pieecettah cceseoel eke cater 
sessing class and sunerlative enter- ‘SeawhOlil’ «ccc. ccac'ec dec coccceeeo Willie Best 
tainment aualities. it should move | Ogletnorpe.......... TS eT, Donakl Meek 
smoothly into the best first runs | Henry Swanzey.......... Henry Roquemore 

* li | CROWS cos asccrorccviceass Del Hlenderson 

Flin, | EMO. NEP... 005. 9450394006040 0540 eee 

iras—eresiee | Merriweather....... 60¢0846¢0%4068 Rollo TLioyd 
HUNTED MEN f PORE s. o.c0200008 000 eeoeee-Charies Sullivan 
| PIMC cavcceecede ediserdvccses Beeve Stigner 

BMirs, Pettengale...cccceces. Virginia Howell 


Tommy Riggs and ‘Betty Lou’ 





Mild programmer for second-spot 
dualing. Amiable story, fair pace, 
so-so marquee strength, slovenly di- 
{rection and bush. league acting. 
| Should get by in the supporting spot, 
but won't pull much biz. 
| Pic is based on James Gleason's 
play, ‘The Shannons on Broadway,’ 
successful legiter of the 1927 season. 
| Yarn has been given a couple of in- 


but it’s still definitely a dated pump- 
| kin. Deals with a couple 
vauders, Pat and Molly Malloy 
| (switch in name is one of the slight 
| changes), who get hooked into laying 
| out $4000 for a small-town hotel in 
| New Eneland. After the usual Class 
|B complications, they trick the con- 
|niving village real estate man _ into 
| giving them $10,000 for the property. 

Story is strictly a iichtweieht by 
current standards and ;t kus a num- 
ber of plot incongruities. Also. while 
tthe running time is only 69 minutes, 
| there’s still some leeway for judi- 
| cious cutting. ; nas 
| Since such recognized troupers as 
| Alice Brady and ‘Charles: Winninger 
| are in the cast, there are some fairly 
| bright spots in the performance. Both 
these toppers do what they can with 
trivial material, but even thev suc- 
|cumb at times to the urge to play to 
the last row in the balcony. Donald 
Meek is satisfactorily direct as a 
crackpot antique expert, but Jed 
_Prouty as the real estate man and 
| Frank Jenks as his accomplice re“is- 
ter ‘takes’ on almost every line that 
|must have nearly knocked the cam- 
eramren’s hat off. Tom Brown and 
Dor»thea Kent are mercly stereotype 
love interest. Tommy Rigs. the 
trick-voice lad from the Rudy Vallee 
adio program, has a snot with his 
alter-eso, ‘Betty Lou.” Stunt is good 
for a moment. but Ric?s is limited 
because he makes norme! lin move- 
|ments in impersonating the moppet. 

Ray McCarey’s direction lacks va- 
riation, and is doubiless much to 
hlame for the general overzcting. 
. Photography is routine. Hobe, 


It’s the same situation which | 


fine ex- | 
Film is excellently cut. | 


week May | 


of vet, 





Thunder in the Desert 


Republic release of A. W. Hackel pro- 
j ductic p. Stars Bob Steele; features Louise 
i Stanley, Don Barclay, Directed by Sam 
| Newfield. Original and screenplay, George 
| Hi, Plympton; camera, Robert Cline; editor, 
ls. Roy Luby. At Varsity, Lincoln, triple 


feature. Running time, 66 mins. 
| Radford. .ccdsccscccesecccenscess job Steele 
Betty pe aaseneeengeeess Louise Stanley 
i DT PRPTUre ere CX ..-»-Don Barcluy 
POPPI Poe TT TTT Te LY Kd Brady 
ie. ce daa ee eeenee tas bees Charlie King 
Ee ee Bes cme eens Owe Horace Murphy 
ANUTEWS. 2. ccceces pencedeecssameee aan 
b BRIS, acne cee eetcecesesees ... Lew Meehan 
TYAMP. ccccccccccensceeesetees Ernie Adams 
oo) errr ry hire st ce Richard Cramer 
OBCOF. cccccccccrccsessesscsceee budd Buster 


Formula patterned western titled 
‘Thunder in the Desert’ is the best of 
Bob Steele’s breathless escape cel- 
luloidal sessions of the current pro- 
gram. Runs well under an hour, so 
has to step on it all the way to get 
things done. Kmiuckle and romance 
portioned up in the usual quantities 
finds it well provided for in that re- 
spect. 

Steele and Don Barclay, a comic, 
get in most of the frames in an at- 
tempt to find who is trying to pur- 
loin Steele’s ranch inherited from an 
uncle who was murdered. Charlie 
King and Ed Brady head the throat- 
peelers bent on acquisition of the 
land at all costs. Barclay makes a 
good showing and is fairly sure of a 
permanent berth in the Steele pieces, 
having worked in a few before. His 
is the type relief Sieele has needed 
for sometime. 

Girl is Louise Stanley, who has lit- 
tle to do and registers the same way. 
Horace Murphy and Budd Buster 
burlesk the law enforcement of the 
early west. Barn. 





Great John Ericsson 


(‘Victor of Hampton Roads’) 
(SWEDISH MADE) 
Sciodinavian Talking Picture’s release of 
A BR. Svensk production. Stais Victor 
Seastrom; features Marta Ekstrom, Carl 
Parcklind and Kotti Chave. Directed by 
Gustaf Edgren. Story and script by Osesr 
Rydquist; music by Eric Bengtson; folk- 
songs by Jussi Bjorling. At Sth Ave. Play 


house, N, Y., week May 16, ‘388. Running 
time, 94 mins, 

PD. ACME cnc ks 656460008 Victor Seastrom 
Amelia Ericsson..........+. Marta Ekstrom 
ry 2) Py POP eTOee ETE EEEy Anders Henrikson 
| ABM CAMA. (ciscciiccian Hilda Korgstrom 
|} Stephen Mallory..cc.cccsecess Carl Bareklind 
| Mary Mallory............Marianne Aminoff 
| Lieut. James Kerrigan,....... Kotti Chave 
Commander Sanders....... Edvia Adolphsen 
| Harry Delemater. ......0sscccess Ivar Kage 


Commander Smith.......Qlof Winnersirand 
Commander Paulding.........Rickard Lund 


| 

| 

| SURI GOONIES 05455550505 ee cde Eric Rosen 
{ 


| Karl Petterson..............Sigurd Wallen 
DRCOG 6 45.0860004b60ar0000008 Hans Ekinan 
SONNY TARE cs ccccvcsvcccesvesds Helga Gorlin 


(In Swedish, with English Titles) 


Produced in celebration of Swed- 
ish-American Tercentenary as the 


greatest Swedish cinema undertak- | 
ing, ‘The Great John Ericsson’ looms | 


as the best all-around feature to 
come out of Sweden. Aside from a 
few costuming lapses and a belabored 
effort to build a. fatherland climax. 


|it proves a faithful reproduction of | 
‘Civil War events surrounding that | 


| period when the Merrimac and the 
| Monitar clashed off Hampton Roads. 
Production is far above previous 


|casting, directing and concise story 
telling. Plot seldom becomes in- 
volved or tedious. English super- 
imposed titles, which run too Jong, 
'suffice, but may prove slightly an- 
\noying when booked into regular run 
|spots. Film should do splendidly at 
‘arty and foreign language theatres. 
Victor Seastrom, who has turned 
/out numerous Hollywood features, 
| plays the title role of John Ericsson, 
|inventive genius. Aside from the 
fact that he makes the character ring 
‘clear, there ‘are innumerable evi- 
'dences of his Americanized pace and 


| directorial touches, though only re- | 
motely credited with having a finger | 


, : . pag oe aki icture. It is these | 
“consequential twists to modernize it, |)" making the picture. It is 


,touches which easily lift it above 
previous Swedish cinemas. 

Some historians may object to the 
| Swedish producers’ idea in. making 
4the Ericsson invention of the Moni- 
| tor as the stroke that won the Civil 
| War for the Union. 
ican be excused by patriotic license 
|of Swedish producers and their desire 
‘to link their nation with America. 

| While the struggle of Ericsson be- 
tween keeping peace with his wife 
{and following his machinery inven- 
|tions receives some attention, yarn 
| basically. revolves about the Swedish 
|genius’ battle to build a steel-armored 


shin capable of defeating the Con- | 


feredates’ Merrimac. The gun ficht 


thetween his Monitor and the south’s- 


| heavy battlewagon forms a wallop- 
ling climax. Plaudits showered on 
| Ericsson, the love affair between the 
southern belle and the naval lieu- 
|tenant. and continuation of the in- 
ventor’s pursuit for fame, constitute 
a scattered anti-climax, but well 
done. 

Besides the virile performance by 
Victor Seastrom as the John Erics- 
son, uniformly excellent § thesnian 
iobs pre contributed bv standard 
| Swedish actors, none familiar to av- 
erage U. S. audiences. Mearta Ek- 
| strom, his wife, is particularly good. 
'while Marianne Aminoff as the 
voung sweetheart of the Union lieu- 
fenent gives an impetuous portreval. 
F-'vin Adolnhson as the nave! office 
who aids the inventor by snving on 
, the Conferedates is likely, also. 
| Film has been nicely scored. MNDi- 
rection is fairly even. Photovraphy 
is in the best Swedish tradit‘-n. 

Wear, 


| Swedish efforts in production value, | 


Possibly this | 


/ 
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INT’L CRIME 


Grand National release of Maze x End 
| Arthur Alexander production, Feainres 
| kod LaXRocque, Astrid Allwyn. 1b eeted 
|} by Charles Lamont. Based on ‘Fox Hoyper 
| by Maxwell Grant; adaptation, Jack Notre. 
| ford; editor, Charles Henkell; phut« hv 
Marcel Pickard, At Globe, N. Y., weex 
May 14, ‘3%, dual, Running time, tit pins 
TAMONE CYAMMOR. ci sccccaces Rod Lan yeas: 
Phoebe Lan@.ccccccscccesccsed Asti lwyn 
| Commissioner Weston...... Thomas J keon 
oC eee $46004645N660% Oscar O'Shea 
PRI 6 dacs 0 niatesee William Von Fi; ken 
SEGMORE DORM s 0 0660505 6 bidede William fawley 
Oe ee ee ee Walte henn 
Ps 24a. s 048 0640004468405 0% William Meore 
PROG BATEVMURs cesses ccecsacecoses Lew Hesrn 
A crime thriller of fair program 
value for double bills on which it 
will prove passable as the No. 2 fea. 


ture. Based on a Shadow Mag yarn 
‘The Fox Hound,’ by Maxwe!] Grant. 


a more serviceable title for «< 


reen 
purposes has been tacked on in ‘In. 
ternational Crime.’ The box office 
elements over and above t are 


negligible, draught of Rod LaRocque 
and Astrid Allwyn, who head the 
cast, being light. LaRocque, star of 


silent days, once was big b.« but 
that was years ago. 

The Alexander brothers (Max and 
Arthur) have given their meller 
good backgrounds, considerable 
movement of action, suspense and 
some romantic flavor, plus a few 
sploiches of comedy. While oc- 
casionally too much is given over t 
detail and occasionally some liber- 
ties are taken, on the whole the in- 
terest is welk held. The dialog fails 
to rise above the ordinary for this 
type of production but otherwise the 
adaptation is capable, 

Action is built around LaRocque as 
a crime columnist and air commenta- 
tor who heckles the police but, in 
playing an amateur detective with a 
whale of a lot of luck, solves the 
murder of a financier. Police are 
pictured as something less than am- 
ateurish in their handling of the case. 
Miss Allywn, reporter on LaRocque's 
sheet. largely gets into his way as 
he plays detective. Some of her 
| bungling proves novel. 

The balance of the cast includes 
Thomas Jackson, as chief of police; 
Oscar O'Shea, newspaver pub: Wil- 
liam Von Brinken, doing the leader 
of a group of foreigners attempting 
to stymie a big bond underwriting 
deal, and William Pawley, partly- 
comical ex-convict. Lew Hearn gets 
a couple laughs as a dialectic taxi 
driver. He's worthy of better op- 
portunities as a comedian. Char. 


| LE SCHPOUNTZ 


(FRENCH MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 
Paris, May 8. 


Films Marcel Pagnol production and re- 


lense Stars Fernandel; features Crane 
Demazis and Charpin, Directed and sue 
thored by Pagnol. Camera, Willy: music, 
Oberfeld. At Olympia, Paris, Ronning 
time, 140 mins. 

Cast: Fernandel, Orane Demazis, Robe 


ert Vattier, Leon Belieres, Charpin, Ene 
rico Glori, Pierre Brasseur, Maupi, Blav- 
ette, Odette Roger, Alice Robert, Henri 
Poupon, Castan, 


(In French) 

Although Marcel Pagnol has taken 
an old story, he has selected an ex- 
cellent cast, written some first-class 
‘script and turned out a thoroughly 
amusing film. Pagnol’s ability to 
write dialogue is well known here, 
and his pie is further proof of it 
without the amusing patter the film 
{would fall to piezes in many spots. 
|In spite of the great length, the 
story moves well and dull moments 
‘are rare. Story gives Pagnol oppor- 
tunity galore to take cracks right 
jand left at both American ‘and 
French methods of producing, and 
they are all well done. 

Story is that of small-town boy, 
Fernandel, who is canvinced he is a 
,second Charles Boyer. Local trade 
name for such a person is Schpountz. 
Suspense is never an important item 
in the film, it depends entirely on a 
series of ridiculous situations and 
comic sketches to put it over. In 
the scenes laid in the Paris siudio, 
'Pagnol goes to work on French pro- 
‘ducers and the means they use to get 
|money for their productions. He 
‘also sends across some stingers at 
| the number of foreigners working in 
French films. 
| Role is a natural for Fernandel, 
‘most. of his films have the same 
skeleton  story—the country boy 
mekes good in the big city. But 
this ene gives him more room than 
ever to be the complete bumpkin 
and more room to strut after he has 
succeeded, Song he sings while tak- 
‘ing a sound test is one of best spots. 
Orane Demazis is far from a looker, 
but she is more than sufficient in her 
part. Charpin, as Fernandel’s uncle, 
easily carries off first honors in the 
supporting cast. Leon Belieres, #*s 
the producer, and Robert Vattier. #s 
,a@ Cameraman, and Fernande!'s num- 
ber one heckler, are both good. 

Camera work could be improved 
in several places and the lighting 
and sound are inexcusably bad })) 
spots. Combination of Pagno! ena 
Fernandel alone would be enough 
tc put it over in this country, ene 
ihe fact it is a good nic will send 31 
just that much farther. There «'¢ 
narts which are too French to be un- 
derstood. or if understood, not «Pp- 
preciated in America, Lot of sciss«!s 
work could be done without hernin: 
jithe pic materially, Huge. 


























End 


cnn 
ere 


iO, 
O- 
et 
le 
at 
in 


ii 


ia 











Wednesday, way 3 18. 1938 


MI CANDIDATO 


(‘My Candidate’) 
(MEXICAN MADE) 
(WITH SONG) 
Mexico City, May 12. 
Made by Pruducciones A.R.B. Directed 
by Chang Uruita, Sound, Jose Rodrigu 
ar Cine Teatro Alameda, Mexico City. 
Running time, SS mins, ¢ 
Don Valintin Vaca. ...eeee.-Domingo Soler 


POUL. cee eee eee e eee .- Joaquin Pardave 
rosarid Cortina. .....cee. Esther Fernandez 
Pancho Garcta.......++-Pedro Armendariz 


(In Spanish) 

Biggest little pic Mexicans have 
ever made, this neatly done tale of 
hinterland Mexican life and political 
joshing has much to recommend it 
to that sector of Americans who like 
a glimpse of foreign parts. Chano 
Uruita has made the utmost of this 
simple tale: the established big shot 
and the rising hot shot of a silver 
mining village where nothing is sup- 
posed to happen but plenty does 
occur. : 

Pic is copped by a pair of leading 
Mexican actors, both with intensive, 
if not so long stage work back of 
them—Domingo Soler and Joaquin 
Pardave. Soler turns in a high grade 
performance as the bombastic, 50- 
year-old headman of the village, 





while Pardave is just right as his | 


lieutenant. Pedro Armendariz is very 


good as the youngster who attains | 


popular representation for the vil- 
lage. ¥sther Fernandez supplies ade- 
quate romantic interest. 

Soler and Armendariz humanly 
mix love and politics, with the prize 
going the right way—te the kid. Do- 
mingo pulls all the well-known polit- 
ical tricks, including an embargo 
against Pedro’s silver works, import- 
ing a Mexico City siren to bust up 
the boy’s romance with Esther and in- 
timidating the vote-counters. Shoot- 
ing irons are shown but not used. 
Siren repents and spills the applecart 
in favor of the ones who should win 
and all ends happily to the blare of 
vernacular music, not often heard 
north of the Rio Grande, purveyed 
by a hillbilly band. 

Sound is okay, there is just the 
right proportion of interesting music 
and but one song—a Mexicanization 
of a French revolutionary number 
done very well by Pardave 

Grame., 


SONGS AND BULLETS 


(WITH SONGS) 


Spectrum release of Stan Laurel produc- 
tion, produced by Jed Buell, Stars Fred 
Scott, Directed by Sam Newfield Screen. 
play, Joseph O'Donnell and George Ilymp- 
ton; original story, Plympton; camera 
Mack Stengler; editors, Helen Gurley and 
Robert Johns: songs, Lew Porter At 
Wallack’s, N. Y., May 12, °38 Running 


ne 
time, 26 Inins 


Maley BarGy .ccccccccevesscees Fred Scott 
PUGEF cs ccaccceccesscccecoscend Al St. John 
Jeanette Du Mont. ssweescsees ce APGGH 
Sheriff ..... icisuaiieaieunn Cen King 
Sk@lton cecces coccccccccccccoe Carl Hackett 


Murmatt .c.cccccccescccccccco Frank Larue 
Zeke seecccccocseccces Bud Buster 


He >nechman si ubbubdseeenueese Dick Cramer 





‘Songs and Bullets,’ Stan Laurel's 
second venture as a producer, fails 
to carry the force implied by its title. 
It’s a horse opera dualer that'll even 
find difficulty in the provinces. 
Faulty direction, acting and camera. 


Only distinction to the film is given | 


by Fred Scott, who’s quick on the 
draw and also with a song. Scott has 


his limitations as an actor, which he | 
seems to realize. He warbles | 
pleasantly five so-so songs written | 


by Lew Porter. 

This one’s the usual yarn about 
cattle rustling, with Seott the means 
of stifling the outbreak. There's 
Alice Ardell, an unstylish stout, as 
the other half of the romantic inter- 
est, whose contribution is nebulous. 
Al St. John supplies questionable 
comedy. Charles King and Carl 
Hackett make futile attempts at 
villainy. 


Land of Fighting Men 


(WITH SONGS) 


Monogram release of Maurice Conn pro- 


diction Stars Jack Randall; featares 
Herman Brix, Colorado Hill Billies, Louise 
Stanley, Directed by Alan James Storr, 
Stanley Roberts: se reenplay, Joseph OF Deon- 
nell, editer, Richard G Wray: camer, 
Rebert Cline Ai Liberty, Lincoln, dual. 
Runeing time, 55 mins 

Jack aT errr re Terre Jack Piandall 
Cob srado Hill “Billie Tey e .Thems lyes 
Fred ete ken «tou webeawee --- Herman Brix 
Connie alain esc ea hae Louise Stanley 
| AT ee eee i Fen. Dickie Jones 
Sheriff seeueaeees Sole bhurnes 
Wallace P .. Wheeler Onkman 
Flint .., ee ..John Merton 
CAGm . Lane Chandler 
Ed .. ; --Rex Lease 


Handsomest of the  boot-and- 
saddle Lochinvars, Jack Randall's 
first westerns weren't much to rave 
about, but with this one they emerge 
and begin to look as strong as many 
of the others. Wisest move they've 
made is to minimize the singing 
Which was the detracting factor for 
, . ’ 
Randall In this one the hillside 
harmony to washboard accompa- 
himent is handled by the Colorado 
Hill Billies, who are up to the job 

Randall sings twice, each time with 
Musical and vocal background to fill 
in the holes, his voice and tunes, both 
Untmpressive. 

; As per custom. most of the faces 
Nave been seen in dozens of hoss 


flicks before, such as Bob Burn 

















| John Merton, Wheeler Oakman, Lane 


| Shendies and Rex Lease. It’s even 
| easy at first glance to guess which | 
| side they'll be on. Merton is the 
|muscle man. Herman Brix. former 


college strong man, is among the top 
billing, but goes out with a slug in 
the b back midway in the Prods Girl 
is Louise Stanley, a looker, which is 
all asked of her. Juve labor is by 
Dickie Jones, and not bad. ; 

Connie Lee wrote two of the songs 
used, ‘Cowboy Band’ and ‘The West 
Was Meant for Me, while the third 
was penned by Edward Cherkose and 
Charles Rosoff and is ‘King of the 
Trail.’ 

Story finds Brix in a jam because 
his land is in the way of Wheeler 
Oakman’s grabbing act, although 
Oakman is hiding behind John 
Merton. Brix writes for Randall to 
come and assist him. Shortly after 
their reunion, Brix is killed and it 
points to Randall. Wiggles off the 
hook and saves the day—and gets 
Brix’ sister, Louise Stanley. Barn. 


sheteppnhee TRAIL 


Mur ft m and relea $ 
Tom reek e ‘Di ected by Rober t Hi 1 
Original sereenplay by Rebert Emmet 
camera Bert Longenecke! editor, Howard 
Dillinger At Liberty, Lincotea, dual. Rune 


ning time, ) mins 


bb. . Peer ere Tom Keene 
MEET Oe Kleanwre Stewart 
eee ‘ .--Leroy Mason 
a ..ee.. Walter Leng 
Pee ws aews Ge ..--Ka Cassidy 
SaMmMy esos ..-dimmy Hagiecs 
DP hasta baka eu a ‘ ‘ ..Ernie Adams 
|: ae .-Glen Strange 


Tom Keene westerns so far this 
season seem to be the leaders of the 
Monogram output, this one no let- 
down. Titular significance is nil both 
as a clue to the story or as a marquee 
pull, but the film has pienty for its 
ultra-short elapsed time. 

Keene is called back into service 
as a Federal dick after he had re- 
tired to his ranch, in an attempt to 
catch a border smuggling band 
headed by Leroy Mason on the U. S. 
side and Walter Long in Mex terri- 


tory. Takes the bull by the horns | 
and dives into the setup masking as | 


an outlaw, gets the goods, pulls his 
gun a little faster in the tight places, 
quits making eyes at the waitress on 


| the windup and goes into the matri- 
;mony matter seriously. 


Whole story is up to Keene and he 
totes the role authoritatively, looking 
at one and the same time a deep- 
dyed murderer seeking refuge and 


“what he is—minion of the law. 


Eleanore Stewart, coffee-and-cake 
handler in the village restaurant, has 
plenty of stuff showing above the 
counter. Works nicely, too. Rat-crew 
Mason and Driscoll topping. has two 
other moderately w.k. boys, Ernie 
Adams and Jimmy Eagles. Eagles 
tans out midway after being caught 
in a double-X, 


Painted Trail’ is a cinch for the , been much better, no guy ever look- 


ing more out of place than he when | 


kids and the oldsters who refuse to 
grow up. Barn. 


FEKETE GYEMANTOK 


(Black Diamonds’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, May 6. 


Hirseh & Tsuk production and release, 


; made at Magyar Filmiroda Studios, Buda- 
|} pest, Screen play, Attila Orbok and Istvan 


Mihaly; adapted from novel by Maurice 
Jokai; — by Istvan Falus and’ Bela 


Gal; directed by Laszlo Vajda; music, 
Lajos ‘Ahews. 
TVam Berend. cecccsccsccccccsess Paul Javor 
S WEVA, cise cc ated esoveoseanase Zita Szelecezky | 
Felix Kaulmanmn........6. eee Mugene Torzs 
Duke of Sondershausen......Julius €sortos 
| Spitshage. ...crvcccscsessccsesscsve Gero Maly 
Paul, foreman..ceceeee- Kk alman Rozsahegs i 
Peter, @ miner eee AOltan Greguss 
Duke of Bondayvar...........Kopeczi-Bovez 


(In Hungarian) 

If Hungary’s great romancer, Mau- 
rice Jokai, were alive he would be 
the most gifted and most prolific of 
scenario writers. No contemporary 
writer has his rich flow of imagina- 
tion, nor his sense of romance and 
drama. As it is, however, his stories 
are sadly old-fashioned. And since 


he is too sacred to Hungarians to 
be transcribed, not ®ly to modern 
settings but to modern morale, his 
color{ul stories are not utilized as 
they should be. 


Locally. however, the old-world 


naivete of Jokai’s romances is an 


| added charm, bringing reminiscences 


of our young days. After ‘The New 


' Squire’ and ‘The Gold Man.’ Hirsch 


and Tsuk have made the screen ver- 
sion of one of his most popular nov- 
els. ‘Black Diamonds.’ a creditable 
production. It is well cast, intelli- 
sently directed. and_ satisfactorily 
photographed. Story is a romantic 
drama avainst a background of coal 
mines and the coal mining business 
in the 1870's 

Zita Szeleczky is one of the most 
attractive Hungarian actresses seen 
on the sereen so far. She is almost 
persuasive enough to make the im- 
probable transition from peasant g r] 
to woman of the world Torzs as the 
villain is admirable. Javors acting 
improves with every picture. He is 
shedding mannerisms and has grown 
imple. manly, and very good look- 
ing. Vajda, the director, has n ade a 
convincing job of the coal mine 
glimpses and the stock exchange 
scenes. althouch he was hampered 
bv the necessitv to keen expenses at 
a low figure. Strong picture, thou th 
hardly for foreign tastes Jacobi. 


FILM REVIEWS > 


The Fight for Peace 


Warwick release of J. J. Milstein produc- 


tion. Adapted by Don Bartlett from origt- 
nal by Hendrik Willem Van Loon Nar- | 
rator, David Ross; film editor, Al Young. 
Reviewed at Criterion. N. Y., dual, May 1” 
3s Running time, 70 mins ; 


Compilation of old newsreel shots 
and World War footage that is anti- 


| war and = anti-fascist propaganda. 


Presents nothing new for the screen, 


either editorially or in scenes pre- 


sented. B.o. possibilities are limited, 


despite the timeliness of the subject 
and the good treatment of it. There 
have been too many similar films 
which have gone before: these will 
prove to take some of the dew of 
newness off ‘Fight for Peace.” 


Opens with some shots of World 
War combat which have been 


glimmed previously on many occa- 


sions, then zooms over to the Russian 
revolution with shots which were 
brought before the public last year 


by Max Eastman in “Tsar to Lenin.’ 
These are good. 


Follows with newsreel coverage of 


the dictators Mussolini and Hitler 
asserting themselves and coming into 
power; then follows their rearming. 
Italy’s Ethiopian snatch and Ger- 
many’s grab of Austria follow. Japa- 
|nese invasion of China then dove- 
tailed in. 


Climax is Spanish civil strife, with 


| film siding with Loyalists. There are 
|some pretty gory shots of victims of 
| bombings which may upset queasy 
stomachs or unnerve femme custom- 
ers. About all the Spanish stuff has 


been seen before. 
David Ross. the radio announcer, 
is 9. k. on the narration, aided by 


rather good copy. He does deplore | 


too much when, several times, the 
points could have been emphasized 


more strongly if treated with strict | 
obiectivity. 


Picture was put together in New 
York. with some sound effects of 
battle put into the silent footage. 


Bert. 


mat ThE OF GREED 


i ‘ of BE. B. Derr Production. 


iene oo mm or ‘ne feature (iwyane Ship- 
man, James Rush, Jimmy Butler. Directed | 

| by Howard Higein Story and screenplay, | St¢ 
John T. Neville: camera, Paul Ivanno: edi- | 
toi Donald Barrett. \t Liberty, Lincotin, 
dual Running time, 53 ming. 

Cnst Tom Keene (gwynne Shipman, 

! James Bush JTimtiy Butler, Bud Ruster 

|} Lloyd Inerahan Bob Callahan, Henry 
Rocquetmore, Rattell Bennett, 


Slow-moving western this, with 


only fair possibilities except with | 


the every-week film attendants, 


| who'll go no matter what. Pie wastes 
too much time dillying around, con- | 


cerning itself mostly with a lawyer's 


courtroom antics to try and keep a 


group of people from having their 
rich claims Jumped by a big mining 


company, 


Tom Keene’s recent westerns have 


called upon to lead the singing of ‘O 


,; Susannah.’ Also appears positively 


dopey when he starts falling for the 
judge’s daughter, Gwynne Shipman. 


James Bush is Mark Twain. the | 


humorist, who runs the paper in the 
Virginia City silver strike country, 
which is the first time any western 
has sought to introduce an incidental 
character of real life other than Buf- 
falo Bill, Wild Bill or maybe Kit Car- 


son. Bush gets all emotional a couple | 
|of times, which has all the flavor of | 


a famous Virginia food product. 


This film is not included in Keene’s | 


present Mono series. which are of 


i better class in the action product. 


Barn. 


Cheyenne Rides Again 
(WITH SONG) 


Victory release of Sam Katzman produ: 


tion Stars Tom Tyla Ditectod Ty Bois | 
Hill Story and screenplays Basil Dickey; 

sera, Bill Hyer; editer, Charles Henkel 
At Liberty, Lineoln, dual! Running time, 
HP Drea ross 

Chevenne.... ver ey Tom Tyler 
LS fee . Lucille Brow 
Dopev..... ad Jimmy Fex 
UU): ee Creighton Chaney | 
Mark... . Roger Williams 
| Gleasom..... ges ..Fa Cassidy | 
| Rollin... .. Theodore Lorch 
Shayne... ert Bud Pay 
Joe . . Franei Wall 
Pamela.... ‘ ; armen La Rou 


Unfancy western. vet with enouch 
saddle and sock stuff to get along 
A Tom Tyler starrer, it'll mean only 


average b. 0., because in most spots 
his name is among the least of west- 
ern magnets. There's nothing about 
the story and its execution to brand 


it any way unusual or influence ex- 


ceptional money return 


Dick for the cattlemen’s associa- 


tion, he passes off as a bad egg from 
up north. Gets with the mean gent 


in the south, rob them of the 
stolen money, harasses them at every 
turn, punches several in the no 


and finally heads them for the clink. 


Telegraphed clinch is with Lu- 


cille Browne, who ha a part ) 
mall she can be cut with a flicked 
-velid Ed Cassidy and Ted Lorch 
form the evil bracket, and Carmen 
La Roux mnly other Joll in t 
piece, is Lorch’s girl. Comedy 1¢ 
relief was handed Ji: . Fo who 
mn n a4 bad tune Storybook 
Cowboy.” farther offkey than can be 
believed 

Nice thing about the pi that 
I firecto Bob Hill iM it the 
prog mio6ofrom ) iZ t> an 
yt he is speedy Barn 
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| Zanuck Analyzes Films | 





(Continued from page 3) 


| that negative costs must come 


Foreign Still Okay 
‘When Goldwyn 


i1roads of British 


right now than they ever 


-'|with more experienced scenarists 


Picture will gross here about $1.200,- 
about $900,000 
a tremendous | 


|partment; the rest is architecture 
|Great Britain 
grosser on the continent. 


| famous child story known to young- 
like a _ boycott 
‘On the other hand, the in-between 
negative which, 
would hand in a profitable re- 
isn’t showing up well in film 
The public is passing up the 


fair-to-good type of picture, and con- 
centrating on the hits.’ 


lack of pulling power of some of the 


structive in the issue. 


in the world is to keep 


ducers are blamed when 
begin to slip. 
may be true, 


In some instances that 


must take their share of the errors 
in story selection and casting. Writ- 
write, directors direct, 
ers produce, and actors should act. 
Some of the biggest stars want to 
lextend their talent to approval 
directors and casts. 
never have known 
where an artist homebs has | 
‘succeeded after he begins to take on. 
self-supervision. | 


Duals Were a ‘Mistake’ 


Distributors and exhibitors have a 
the tail with double-billing 


to adapt double bills. 


lation is no remedy. 


permitted hundreds of young players 


young players whom I 
to duplicate the ; 


Arlene Whelan, look like winners 
am putting them and others in out 
biggest pictures of the season.’ 

Creative talent is not something 
you look for in fields far removed 
from the studios, Zanuck says. He 
continues, 

‘Talent and ability are something 
the producer must provide with op- 


portunity. Take it from me, the 


creative forces in our business come 


from within; not from without. We 
have looked too much to the writer 
in otner fields to supply us with story 
ideas. I am convinced that the first 
requisite of successful film writing 
is knowledge of the medium, a prae- 
tical, down-to-earth intimacy vith 
film technique, acquired exclusi 

n studio training 

The Writers 


‘I sometimes think that too mus 


emphasis has been given to the de- 


gree of success we have had witt 


our ccsting policy, and not enough 
credit has gone to our writing staff 


Films are films; they aren't photo- 
graphed plays or books Some ot 
the latter are naturals, but the big- 
gest, most satisfactory and consistent 
money-making films are the origi- 
nals, written in the technique of 
pictures, and conceived for the 
medium of camera and microphone. 
There is a vast diilference. We have 
brought along some most promising 


young screen writers, most of whom 


-|never have tried other forms of 
Here's Shirley 


writing. They all are on important 
assignments, some of them teamed 
some on tkeir own. The foundation 
of production is in the writing de- 
which doesn’t mean a thing unless 
the story stands up, and is strong 
and sound enough to support the 
structure.’ 

Then he listed some of the 
younger writers, including Milton 
Sperling, Boris Ingster, Anna Heren- 
deen, Betty Hopkins, Jack Lait, Jr., 
Sam Duncan, Edith Skouras, Curtis 


|Kenyon, Arthur Arthur, Karl Tun- 


berg, Don Ettlinger, Brown Holmes 


'and Elinor Harris. 


‘There is only one answer to the 
future of the film business,’ Zanuck 


|concluded. ‘Can the industry de- 


velop good writers? If it can’t, we 
stand still and in a short time will 
slip backwards. If it can, we zo 
ahead to a greater fuiure than any 
of us imagine. 

‘I’m gambling that we're on our 
way to bigger things. And when 
you hear*him say it, -you believe it. 





| Universal Squawks 





(Continued from page 3) 


|‘*Devil’s Party.” ‘Wives Under Sus- 


picion’ and ‘Western Trails.’ 

Three before the camera are ‘Letter 
of Introduction,’ ‘Walls of San Quen- 
tin’ and ‘Murder in the Air.’ ‘Liitle 
Tough Guy,’ featuring the ‘Dead Kind’ 


_| youngsters, was originally set to roll 


this week but the start was set back 
‘to next Monday. 

‘Road to Reno.” returning Hope 
Hampton to the screen, is being 


| polished up to start May 29. “That 


Ceriain Age,’ starring Deanna Dur- 
bin, is docketed for June 1. ‘Youth 
Takes a Fling,’ with Joel McCrea and 
Andrea Leeds, gets under way June 
1. ‘Red Barry,’ a serial, and ‘Fresh- 
man Year,’ —- cliffhanger, will 
hit the sound stages June 6. 

Universal is mopping up the old 
schedule to get a running start on 
the 1938-39 program 

Mare Lachman resigned last week 
as head of publicity and advertising 
at Universal studio, Dave Lipton 
succeeding as manager of the pub- 
licity department under John Josenh 
June 1. Joseph will operate the 


company’s general publicity and ad- 


vertising departments from Holly. 
wood in the future. 


Holly wood, May 17 

S 1 Lesser switched ‘The Vagabond 
Kid’ to ‘Breaking the Ice.’ 

RKO’s ‘The Muddled Deal’ re. 
named ‘Blonde Cheat 

Universal changed ‘Suspicion’ to 
Wive Under Suspicion 

Blockade’ is fourth ti 
Wanger’s ‘The River I 
merly tavved Fg Adventuress” and 
‘The Rising Ti 

! 


‘The Crowd Roa the latest tag 
for Metro's ‘Gis ind Take.’ 
‘Crime ting’ third title foe 


RKO’s ‘Cheating the Stars,’ originally 
tavgved ‘Fortuneers.’ 


Republic vitched from ‘Man from 
Music Mountain to ‘Gold Mine in the 
Sky.’ 
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PARAMOUNT’S 


‘COCOANUT GROVE’ 


an excellent musical which will please 
generally and is a cinch for business in 
all trade categories, in keys and burgs. 

=< Daily Variety 
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Speedy Musical 


“COCOANUT Grove” 


(Paramount ) 
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(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, VaRIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing 
companies for the current quarterly period. Date of the reviews as given in Vartety and the running time of prints are included.) 
COPYRIGHT, 1938, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
—— ee ————$—$—$—_—_— nena ea — - —- ct ae =D 
WEEK WHEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY 
2/25/38 bay | KILLED GAIL PRESTON? Ralph Cohn Col Mystery W. Cahoon-D. Terry Leon Barsha 60 39 
nae a8 Eke cane John W. Considine MGM Metle M. Douglas-W. William G. Fitzmaurice 8? 2/23 
T OF MISSING GIRLS Lon Young Mono Drama J. Allen-M. Stone Karl Brown 60 46 
CASSIDY OF BAR 20 Harry Sherman Par Weste W. Boyd-N. Lane Les Selander 60 3/39 
— NIGHT SPOT eae Robt. Sisk RKO Com-D: Parkyakarkus-A, Lane Christy Cabanne 69 t/ 30 
HOLLY woopD STADIU M MYSTERY A. Schaefer Rep Melle N. Hamilton-E. Venable David Howard 66 3/2 
LOV E ON A Bt DGET Max Golden 20th ymed J. Prouty-S. Byington Bert Lenny 60 1/12 
as: STORM IN A TEACUP \. Korda UA mn V. Leigh-R. Harrison 7 rr Saville RR 9 
PENROD AN» TWIN BROTHER Bryan Foy WwB ym -D Maunch Twins Wm. McGann 62 1/12 
3/4/38 ROLLING CARAVANS Col Col We J. Luden-E, Stewart Jos. Levering 
START CHEERING Nat Perrin Col Musica W. Connolly-Durante-J. Perry \. S. Rogell 718 2/9 
MERRILY WE LIVE Hal Roach MGM Con C. Bennett-B. Burke-P. Kelly N. Z. McLeod 96 3/2 
SOMANCE IN DARK Harlan Thompson Par Mu G. Swarthout-J. Boles H Potter 77 2/19 
MAID’S NIGHT OUT Robert Sisk RKO Rom-D A. Lane-J. Fontaine Bi Ho Ss 60 
a PRISON NURSE Herman Schlom Rep Mel H. Wilcoxon-M, Marsh Ja { e 67 8/9 
SALLY, IRENE AND MARY Gene .Markey 20th Mi A. Faye-F. Allen-J. Lang Ww Seiler 86 3/2 
MAD ABOUT MUSIC J. Pasternak U Musica D. Durbin-H. Marshall Norman Taurog 98 3/2 
SLIGHT CASE OF MURDER Sam Bischoff WB Mell E. G. Robinson-J. Bryan Lloyd Bacon 85 2/9 
3/11/38 MAKING THE HEADLINES Col Col Pom-Dr J. Holt-B. Roberts Lew D. Collin 66 3/23 
THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS Norman Krasna MGM ‘om-Dr R. Montgomery-V. Bruce Dick Thorne 15 ,/16 
ROSE OF RIO GRANDE Dorothy Reid Mono Rom-Dr Movita-John Carroll WwW Nigt 60 
DANGEROUS TO KNOW Par Par Melle G. Patrick-A. M. Wong Robert Florey 68 B/1G 
HAWAII CALLS Sol Lesser RKO Rom-Com B. Breen-I. S. Cobb Edward Cline 72 3/2 
CALL THE MESQUITEERS Wm. Berke Rep We 3 Mesquiteers John English 55 3/2 
WALKING DOWN BROADWAY Sol Wurtzel 20th ‘om-D C. Trevor-P. Brooks N. Foster 15 2/2 
CRIME OF DR. HALLET Ed Grainger U Mysters R. Bellamv-B. Read S in Simon 65 3/th 
LOVE, HONOR AND BEHAVE Lou Edelman WwB ym-D W. Morris-P. Lane Sta y Logan 68 2/16 
3/18/38 GIRL OF GOLDEN WEST Wm. A. McGuire MGM Musical J. MacDonald-N. Eddy R. Z. Leonard 120 3/16 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S PERIL Par Par Mystery J. Barrymore-L. Campbell Jas. Hogan 66 3/23 
KING OF NEWSBOYS V. Morehouse Rep tom-Dr L. Ayres-H. Mack V. Morehouse 68 3/30 
REBECCA OF SUNNYBROOK FARM Ray Griffith 20th Rom-Com S. Temple-R. Scott Norman Foster 80 3/9 
THE GAIETY GIRLS A. Korda UA Musical J. Hulbert-Y. Ellis T. Freeland 72 3/2 
ADVENTURES OF MARCO POLO Sam Goldwyn UA Drama G. Cooper-B. Rathbone Norman Taurog 100 2/18 
NIGHT CLUB HOSTESS W. Mycrost U tom-Dr B. Rogers-J. Clyde Graham Cutts 
STATE POLICE Tren Carr U Action J. King-C, Moore John Rawlins 61 4/20 
HE COULDN’T SAY NO Bryan Foy WB Comedy F. McHugh-J. Wyman Lew Seiler 57 4/3 
3/25/38 LONE WOLF IN PARIS W. MacDonald Col Mys F. Lederer-F. Drake Al S. Rogell ] 
HE LOVED AN ACTRESS Wm. Rowland GN Musical B. Lyon-L. Velez-W. Ford Wm. Rowland ¥ 
JUDGE HARDY’S CHILDREN MGM MGM Com-Dr. L. Stone-M. Roonery-C. Parker Geo. Se.tz 102 44 
ARSON GANGBUSTERS Herman Schlom Rep Meller J. LaRue-B. Livingston Joe Kane 
MR. MOTO TAKES CHANCE Sot Wurtzel 20th Mystery L. Lorre-R. Hudson Norman Foster 60 
JEZEBEL denry Blanke wB Drama B. Davis-H. Fonda-G. Brent Wm. Wyler 100 3/16 
- — —_—— — a 
4/1/38 WHEN G-MEN STEP IN W. MacDonald Col Meller D. Terry-R. Paige-J. Wells C. C. Colemen,Jr. 60 3/16 
FLOATING CITY Erich Pommer GB Drama L. Fenton-C. Veidt Karl Hartl 
LAND OF FIGHTING MEN Maurice Conn Mono Western J. Randall-L. Stanley Alan James 55 a/18 
TIP-OFF GIRLS Pal Par Meller L. Nolan-M. Carlisle-R. Karns Louis King 68 3/23 
CONDEYV NED WOMEN Robert Sisk RKO Drama S. Eilers-L. Hayward Lew Landers ? 3/9 
OUTLAWS OF SONORA Wm. Berke Rep Western 3 Mesquiteers-J. Joyce Geo. Sherman 58 4/20 
ISLAND IN THE SKY Sol Wurtzel 20th Melle G. Stuart-M. Whalen Herbert Leeds 62 3/14 
GOODBYE, BRCADWAY Ed Grainger U Com-Rom_  C. Winninger-A. Brady-T. Brown Ray McCarey 65 9/18 
4/3/38 FEMALE FUGITIVE FE. B. Derr Mono Meller E. Venable-C. Reynolds Wm. Nigh 60 4/13 
THIS MARRIAGE BUSINESS Cliff Reid RKO Drama V. Moore-A. Lane Christy Cabanne 70 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT John H. Auer Rep Rom-Dr A. Marshall-T. Birell John H. Auer 
RAWHIDE Sol Lesser 20th Western S. Ballew-E. Knapp Ray Taylor 60 4/3 
RECKLESS LIVING Val Paul U Com-Dr. N. Grey-R. Wilcox-J. Save F. MacDonald 
WOMEN ARE LIKE THAT Robt. Lord WwB Com-Rom K. Francis-P. O’Brien Stanley Logan 78 4/13 
4/15 /38 FLIGHT INTO NOWHERE Col Col Meller J. Holt-J. Wells Louis D. Collins 62 5/4 
SAILING ALONG GB GB Musical J. Matthews-J. Whiting Sonnie Hale 94 2/9 
ZAMBOANGA Tait & Harris GN Outdoor Native Cast Tait & Harris 65 4/27 
TEST PILOT Louis Lighton MGM Rom-Dr C. Gable-S. Tracy-M. Loy Vie Fleming 120 4/20 
HER JUNGLE LOVE Geo. Arthur Par Rom-Dr D. Lamour-R. Milland G. Archainbaud 81 3/23 
JOY OF LIVING P Felix Young RKO Comedy I. Dunne-D. Fairbanks, Jr. Tay Garnett 90 3/23 
UNDER WESTERN STARS Sol C. Siegel Rep Western R. Rogers-S. Burnette Joe Kane 65 4/29 
IN OLD CHICAGO K. MacGowan 20th Drama T. Power-A. Faye-Ameche Henry King 110 1/5 
DIVORCE OF LADY X Alex. Korda UA Rom-Dr M. Oberon-L. Olivier Tim Whelan 90 1/19 
NURSE FROM BROOKLYN Ed. Grainger U Drama S. Eilers-C. Kelly Sylvan S mon 67 4/13 
FOOLS FOR SCANDAL Mervyn LeRoy WB Rom-Com C. Lombard-F. Gravet Mervyn LeRoy 80 3/30 
4/22/38 THERE'S ALWAYS A WOMAN Wm. Perlberg Col Comedy J. Blondell-M. Douglas Alex Hall 82 ae 
, INTERNATIONAL CRIME Max Alexander GN Meller R. LaRoque-A. Allwyn C. Lamont 65 5/18 
HEART OF ARIZONA Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-G. Hayes Les Selander 65 4/20 
GO CHASE YOURSELF Bob Sisk RKO Comedy J. Penner-L. Ball Fdw. Cline 70 4/20 
THE FEUD MAKER A. W. Hackel Rep Western B. Steele-M. Weldon Sam Newfield 
BATTLE OF BROADWAY Sol Wurtzel 20th Comedy Vv. McLagien-E. Muir Geo. Marshall 82 4/27 
LADY IN THE MORGUE Irving Starr U Mysterv P. Foster-P. Ellis Otis Garret 70 5/il 
ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN Brvan Foy WR Com-Meller R. Reagan-G. Blondel! Arthur Tathin 60 4/27 i 
429/33” CALL OF THE ROCKIES H. L. Decker Col Wesiern C. Starrett-I. Meredith Allen James i} 
TO THE VICTOR Maurice Ostrer GB Rom-Dr W. Fyffe-J. Loder-M. Lockwood Robt. Stevenson 18 3/4 
WHIRLWIND HORSEMAN M.& A. Alexander GN Western K. Maynard-J. Barclay Chas. Lamont 
TWO-GUN JUSTICE Maurice Conn Mono Western Tim McCoy-B. Compson Allen James 
COLLEGE SWING Lewis Gensler Par Musical M. Raye-Burns and Allen Raoul Walsh 82 4/27 < 
ROMANCE ON THE RUN Herman Schlom Rep Meller D. Woods-P. Ellis Gus Meins 68 5/11 
FOUR MEN AND A PRAYER K. MacGowan 20th Rom-Dr L. Young-R. Greene John Ford 85 4/27 
RETURN OF SCARLET PIMPERNEL Alex. Korda UA Drama 8. Stewart-B. Barnes-M. Seot# Hans Schwartz 86 11/3 
BELOVED BRAT Bryan Foy WB Com-Dr B. Granville-D. Costello Arthur Lubin ee 1/12 = 
ee ~~ PHE MAIN EVENT | ~- Ralph Cohn Col Mystery R. Paige-J. Wells Danny Dare 
5/8/38 DOCTOR RHYTHM Sane! Cohen Par Musical B. Crosby-M,. Carlisle Frank Tuttle 80 4/27 
LAW OF THE UNDERWORLD Bob Sisk RKO Meller C. Morris-A. Shirley Lew Landers 58 5/4 } 
JONES FAMILY IN PARIS Max Golden 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byington Mal St. A lair i 
SINNERS IN PARADISE Ken Goldsmith U Drama J. Boles-M. Evans Jas. Whale 65 5 b 
TORCHY BLANE IN PANAMA Bryan Foy WB Com-Meller ————sédLj.: Lane-P. Kelly Win. Clemens 59 4/13 = fh 
TEC UL) LAW OF THE PLAINS Ff ~~ Col Col Western C. Starrett-J. Meredith Sam Nelson ‘ 
5 1338 ane sug OG8s Of H. Wilcox Gé¢ tom-Dr. A. Neagle-T. Carminati H. Wilcox i 
HOLD THAT KISS J. Considine, Jr. MGM Comedy D. O’Keefe-M. O’Sullivan E. L. Marin 15 5/iL ; 
GUNSMOKE TRAIL Maurice Conn Mono Western d. Randall-L. Stanley Sam Newfield hs 
PHANTOM RANGER Maurice Conn Mono Wesiern T. MeCoy-S. Karren Sam Newfield - i 
STOLEN HEAVEN Par Par Rom-Dec G. Raymor d-0. Bradna Andrew Stone 88 4? i 
GUN LAW Bert Gilroy RKO Western G. O’Brien Dave Howard 60 $ 
VIVACIOUS LADY P. S. Berman RKO Rom-Dr G. Rogers-J. Stewart Geo. Stevens 90 5/4 i 
GANGS OF NEW YORK A. Schaefer Rep Meller C. Bickford-A. Dvorak Jas. Cruze ; ; 
KENTUCKY MOONSHINE K. MacGowan 29th Musical Ritx Bros.-T. Martin David Butler 87 5/4 
AIR DEVILS Trem Carr U Action B. Wallace-B. Blake John Rawlins 70 5/11 
ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD Henry Blanke WB Hist-Rom E. Flynn-O. de Havilland Fr en' ye 104 4/21 
urt'z 
hy \ i ~~ SWISS MISS Hal Roach MGM Comedy S, Laurel-O. Hardy John G. Bivstone 12 5/11 
5/20/3 NUMMER WOMEN E. B. Derr Mono Deama S. Blane-L. Hughes Carl! Brown 65 : 
COCOANUT GROVE Geo. Arthur Par Musical F. MacMurray-H. Hilliard Al Santell 94 ‘13 
BLIND ALIBI Cliff Reid RKO Mallar R. Dix-W. Bourne Lew Landers 65 
RASCALS John Stone 20th Musical J. Withers-R. Hudson 4B. Humberstone 17 
MYSTERY HOUSE Brvan Foy WB Drama H. Bogart-G. Page ae Lew Seiler ee, F = 
7° . i cLL AC Jack Cummings MGM Drama R. Montgomery-V. Bruce Geo. Sietz i 
5 (27/38 HUNTED ‘MEN. Harold Hurley Par Melle I. Nolan-M. Carlisle Louis King 65 0/18 : 
DESERT PATROL A. W. Hackel Ren Wes Bob Steele-W. Meldon Sam Newfield ; 
KIDNAPPED K. MacGowan 20th Rom-De W. Baxter-F. Bartholomew Al Wer'!:e1 = 
CRIME SCHOOL Bryan Foy WB Drama H. Bogart-Gale Page os Lew Soler a J + a 
TT |. a _— wh | /EEKEND GB GB Rom-Dr M. Lockwood-J. Lodge-B. Ray Carol Reed 
6/3/38 TA TREE COMRADES H. Manckiewicz MGM Rom-Dr R. Taylor-Tone-M. Sullavan Frank Borzage 
SAINT IN NEW YORK Wm. Sistrom RKO Mystery L. Hayward-K. Sutton Ben Holme 1 
JOSETTE Gene Markey 20th Mrsical 8. Simon-D. Ameche-B. Lahr Allan Dwan 
RACKET SHIP Barney Sarecky U Dr L. Crabbe-J. Rogers Ford B ‘ebe . | 
LITTLE MISS THOROUGHBRED Bryan Foy WB Com-Dr J. Chapman-J. Litel po sph cactaisindl 65 7 
/ > NFE Merian C. Cooper MGM Drama L.. Rainer-M. Douglas-R. Young R. Thorpe 
6/10 38 you AND ME Fritz ‘poy Par Rom-De S. Sidney-G. Raft-H. Carey Fritz I ang - - 
ONE WILD NIGHT John Stone 20th Melle J. Lang-L. Talbot-S. Toler Eugene Forde 63 5/1 
SUSPICION Ed Grainger U Deama W. William-G. Patrick Ja Ww! ile 
GOLDDIGGERS IN PARIS Sam Bischoff we Musical R. Vallee-R. Lane Ray Enright 
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Take SAN FRANCISCO... where it’s 
playing to extended time! Take 
KANSAS CITY...topping their “Life 
Begins in College” in smash run! And 
RICHMOND...a sizzling day-and-date 
run beating many of 20th’s biggest 





—including “Life Begins in College.” 
Or DETROIT... another honey for 
profit! 


In these times, isn’t it grand to 
have 20th Century-Fox delivering an 


endless supply of Big Ones! 








THE KEYSTONE OF YOUR FUTURE 
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Col. Salesmen Move 
On to Chi for Co.’s 
2d Regional Conv. 


Announcing a program of 56 fea- 
tures, including 16 westerns, Colum- 
bia wound up the first of four re- 
gionals Sunday (15) in New York. 
A meeting of the branch chiefs fol- 
lowing announcement of product 
was topped by individual exchange 
huddles for discussion of the prob- 
lems confronting the Washington, 
Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Cincinnati, 
Buffalo, Boston, Albany and New 
Haven branches, second regional 
opens today (Wed.) in Chicago, to 
be followed by similar sessions in 
Denver and San Francisco. 

The Col program for ’38-39 will be 

supplemented by four serials and 
eight western reissues. New group 
of 16 horse operas embraces 10 
Charlie Starretts and six historical 
westerns. 
+ ‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ to 
be produced by Frank Capra, will 
not be included in the Col ’38-39 
blanket contract, this one to be sold 
separately. 


CAPRA ELECTED PREZ 
OF DIRECTORS’ CUILD 


Hollywood, May 17. 

Screen Directors Guild voted 
Frank Capra into presidency at its 
election May 15. He succeeds King 
Vidor, now in London on assign- 
ment from Metro. 

Other officers named: W. S. Van 
Dyke, replacing Lewis Milestone as 
first vice-prez; Howard Hawks, vice 
Frank Tuttle, as second v.p., latter 
taking over the secretaryship from 
Richard Wallace, and Rowland Lee 
succeeds John Ford as treasurer. 

Twelve directors returned to in- 
cumbency for new term are Her- 
bert Biberman, Capra, John Crom- 
well, Ford, Gregory LaCava, Rouben 
Mamoulian, Milestone, Phil Rosen, 
Eddie Sutherland, Tuttie, Hawks 
and William Wellman. Three new 
ones are William K. Howard, Leo 
McCarev and Van Dyke. 

Only 25 of the membership of 150 





failed to cast ballots. Election out- 
come is construed as a confidence 
vote to the committee negotiating 


working pacts with studios. 
Junior Directors Guild election is 
On June 19. 


Miss Russell Sues to Void 
Agency Pact, Asks Refun 


Los Angeles, May 17. 

Charging her agency contract was 
void on technical grounds, Rosalind 
Russell entered a counterclaim in 
superior court in the $31,144 suit 
brought against her by the Small 
Co., agents. 

Film actress declared she entered 


into a five-year pact with Small Co. | 


and Jane Broder in 1934 on a split 
commission basis, Jane Broder, she 
contended, is not a licensed agent in 
California, thus voiding the coniract. 

In her cross-complaint Miss Rus- 
sell demands the return of $4,906 al- 
ready paid to the agency in com- 
missions. 


Beverly Roberts and Jessel 
Team for N.Y.; Norma Out 


Beverly Roberts, from films, has 
been booked into Loew’s State, N. Y.. 
May 26, for one week. Will be a foil 
for George Jessel, who will head- 
line. 

Norma Talmadge (Mrs. Jessel), 
who has been playing with her hus- 
band on his current vaude tour, de- 
clined to play the State. 


20th-Fox Tening Eight 


Hollywood, May 17 
With eight pictures currently get- 
ting musical treatment, the record- 
ing department at 20th-Fox is work- 


ing overtime. 
Five are being recorded for the 
Darrvl F. Zanuck units and Sol M 


Wurtzel has three being tuned 
Baer Tries Again 
Hollywood, May. 17 

Max Baer, who made a comeback 
in the ring, is doing the same fur 
pictures 

Heavyweight has been signed by 
Metro for a Pete Smith short 
4 pugilistic background. His last film 
was in ‘The Prize Fighter and 
tue Lady’ in 1933, also Metro 


sans tt 
with 


work 
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Advance Production Char 


Hollywood, May 17. 
Pictures in production at studios raised to 35, as of May 11, or three more 
than were before the cameras two weeks ago. Studios upped total of 
features either released or previewed to 386 during past two weeks, leaving 
99 in the cutting rooms and 114 more to facz the cameras before completing 
current season's schedule of 582, 


Columbia 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ....., at 40 26 I 4 9 2 
Westerns .......:. 22 12 1 i] 6 4 
David Loew......, 2 1 1 0 0 l 
: || Ee ee 64 39 3 7 15 7 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are 


‘THE SECRET OF TREASURE ISLAND’ (serial), produced by Lou 
Weiss; directed by Elmer Clifton; no writing credits as yet. Cast: Don 
Terry, Gwen Gaze, Grant Withers, Hobart Bosworth, William Farnum, 


Walter Miller, Charles Rosener, Stanley Blystone, P. J. Kelly, Colin Camp- 
bell, Warner Richmond. 


‘WEST OF CHEYENNE,’ formerly titled ‘SWINGTIME IN THE SAD- 
DLE,’ produced by Harry L. Decker for the Irving Briskin unit; directed 
by Sam Nelson; original screen play by Ed Earl Repp; photographed by 
Benjamin Kline. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith, Bob Nolan, 
Curtis, Pat Brady, Ed Le Saint, Edmund Cobb, Art Mix, Ernie Adams, 
John Tyrrell, Jack Rockwell, George Chesebro, The Sons of the Pioneers. 


‘HIGHWAY PATROL,’ formerly titled ‘STATE PATROL,’ produced by 
Wallace MacDonald for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by C, C. Coleman, 
Jr.: screen play by Robert Kent and Stuart Anthony; story by Lambert 
Hillyer; photographed by Lucien Ballard. Cast: Robert Paige. Jacqueline 


| Wells, Robert Middlemass, Arthur Loft, Al Bridges, Eddie Foster, Ann 
Doran, George McKay, Eddie Laughton. 
‘HOLIDAY,’ produced by Everett Riskin; directed by George Cukor; 


screen play by Sidney Buchman and Donald Ogden Stewart from stage 
play by Philip Barry; photographed by Franz Planer. Cast: Katharine 
| Hepburn, Cary Grant, Doris Nolan, Lew Ayres, Henry Kohler, Ann Doran, 
| Mabel Colcord, Thomas Braidon. George Pauncefort, Maude Hume, Horace 
Murphy, Aileen Carlyle, Hilda Plowright, Bennie Burt. 

‘PIONEER TRAIL,’ formerly titled ‘VALLEY OF VIOLENCE,’ produced 
by Larry Larmour; directed by Joseph Levering; original screen play by 
Nate Gatzert; photographed by James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Luden, 
Joan Barclay, Dick Botillier, ‘Tuffy’ (canine), Slim Whittaker, Marin Sais, 
Hal Taliaferro, Leon Beaumon., 

‘CITY SHADOWS,’ formerly titled ‘NO GREATER LOVE,’ produced by 
Wallace MacDonald for tne Irving Briskin unit; directed by Al Rogell; 
screen play by Fred Niblo, Jr., and Lou Breslow; story by I. Bernstein; 
photographed by Alan Seigler. Cast: Leo Carrillo, Edith Fellows, Frank 
Sheridan, Helen Jerome Eddy, Tommy Bond, Mary Gordon, Arthur Loft, 
Joseph King, Grace Goodall, George Humbert, Margaret Fielding, Minerva 
Urecal. 

‘ORPHANS OF THE LAW,’ produced by Larry Darmour; directed by 
Lewis D. Collins; original story and screen play by Gordon Rigby; photo- 
graphed by James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Holt, Charlotte Wynters, 


Grant Mitchell, Joe Caits, Kent Rogers, Donald Haines, Robert Emmet 
Keane, Vernon Dent, Greta Granstedt, Guy Usher, Hal Bridge, John Wray. 
Columbia Pix Now in Production 
‘YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU,’ produced and directed by Frank 
Capra; original play by George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart; screen play by 
Robert Riskin: photographed by Joseph Walker. Cast: Jean Arthur, James 
Stewart, Lionel] Barrymore. Edward Arnold, Mischa Auer, Spring Byington, 
Ann Miller, Dub Taylor, Clarence H. Wilson, Mary Forbes, Donald Meek, 

Samuel S. Hinds, Halliwell Hobbes, Eddie Anderson, Lillian Yarbo. 


| original story by Erich Maria Remarque; photozraphed by 


| Van Sloan, Hal LeSeuer, 


Dick | 


| Anderson, 





Paramount, having cleared product needed for th 1937-38 program, % 
busy on the 1938-39 schedule, with two already finisiied and in the cut- 
ting room and two currently in production. Metro has one finished ane 
one shooting for the new season; 20th-For, four finished and three shoot 
tig for its new schedule. Walt Disney is preparing one feature-length car. 
toon that will go out during new releasing year. 


Frank Borzage: Paramore, Jr. 
Joseph Rutten- 
Francaot Tone, Robert 
. Sarah Padden, 
Z.ucco, Matt Gil- 


screen play by F. Scott Fitzgerald and FE. E 
berg. Cast: Robert Taylor, Margaret Sullavan, 
Young, Henry Hull, Spencer Charters, George Offerman, J: 


toger Converse, Ferdinand Munier, Lionel Atwill, George 


man, Guy Kibbee, Charles Grapewin, Esther Muir, Priscilla Lawson, Har- 
vey Clark, Herta Lind, Dorothy Vernon, Naomi Childers, Monty Mooley, 
William Haade, Norman Willis, Freddie Graham, Gordon Cravath, Mar- 


jorie Main, Claire 


‘THE TOY WIFE,’ 


MacDowell. 


tormerly titled ‘MLLE. FROUFROU,’ 
Merian C. C directed by Richard Thorpe; screen play by Zoe Atkins 
from adaptation of a French drama by Henri Meilhoc and Ludovic Helevy; 
photographed by Oliver Marsh. Cast: Luise Rainer, Melvyn Douglas, Rob- 
ert Young, H. B. Warner. Clarence Muse Libby Taylor. Barbara O'Neill, 
Lillian Yarbo. Alma Kruger, Walter Kingsford, Leonard Penn, Margaret 
Irving, Clinton Rosemond, Esther Muir, Lew Payton, Alan Pearl, Mme. 
Sul-ten-wan, Myrtle Anderson, Gertrude Saunders, Cora Lang, ¢rene Allen, 
Violet McDonnell, Willa Pearl Curtis, Cornelius Bullard, Ted Collins, Jes- 
ste Clark, Ed Allen, George Reed, Albert Morin, Robert Spindoa, Edwin 
Tom Rutherford, Douglas McPhail. George Doug- 
las, Natalie Carson, D’Arey Corrigan, Jack Gardner, Eric Alexander, Jean 


produced by 
Oper; 


Barry, Edith Craig, Rafaelo Ottiano 

‘YELLOW JACK,’ produced by Jack Cummings; directed by George 
Seitz; scr-en play by Edward Chodorov; photographed by Lester White. 
Cast: Robert Montgomery, Virginia Bruce, Alan Curtis, Lewis Stone, 
Henry Hull, Buddv Ebsen,. Sam Levene. Andy Dev William Henry, 
Janet Beecher, Philip Terry, Stanlev Ridges, C. Henry Gordon. Charles 
Coburn, Douglas McPhail, Henry O'Neill, Ben Taggart, Frank O'Connor, 
Harry Strang. 

‘MARIE ANTOINETTE’ (for 1938-39 season). produced by Hunt Strom- 


berg; directed by W. S. Van Dyxe; screen play by Claudine West, Ernest 
Vajda, Donald Ogden Stewari, based in part on book by Stefan Zweig: con- 


tributor to dialog, Talbot Jennings; photographed by William Daniels. Cast: 
Norma Shearer, Tyrone Power, Robert Morley, Aniia Louise, Gladys 
George, Melvyn Douglas, Joseph Calleia, Cora Witherspoon, Shepherd 


Strudwicke, Barnett Parker, Tom Rutherford, Reginald Gardiner, Henry 
Stephenson, Ruth Hussey, Olaf Hytten, Ramsey Hills, Jack George, Erville 
Duke Lee, Greta Granstedt, Ann Evers, Ocean Clapool, Claire 
Owen, Vernon Downing, Phillip Terry, Frank Elliott, Tom Rutherford, Mimi 
Olvera, Frances Millen, Dorothy Christy, Guy Bates Post, Corbet Morris, 


| Charles Irwin, Harry Davenport, Hall Cook, Edward Keane, Henry Daniell, 


Harry Semels, Henry Allen, Helene Millard, Dario Piazzo, Euialie Jay, 


| George Smith, Frank Swales, Broderick Farrell, Mae Busch, Walter Walker, 


| Frankie Darro, Bobby Jordon, Tommy Bupp, Sheila Bromley, Ward Bond, | 


Art Dupris, Joan Mitchell, John Barrymore, Joseph Schildkraut, Albert Van 
Dekker, Anthony Warde, Lyons Wickiand, George Houston, ‘Slats’ Wyrick, 
E. Mason Hopper, Mary Howard, Brent Sargent, Charles Waldron, Peter 
Bull, Esther Howard, Alma Krueger, George Meeker,. Leonard Penn, Victor 
Kilian, John Burton, William Crowell, John Merton, Moroni Olsen, Edward 
Keane, Guy D’Emery, Frank McGlynn, Jr., Inez Palange, Theodore Von 
Eltz, Carl Stockdale, Herbert Rawlinson, Ivan Simpson, Jack Smart. 


‘SHOPWORN ANGEL,’ produced by Joseph Mankiewicz; directed by 
H. C. Potter; screen play by Waldo Salt; photographed by Joe Ruttenberg. 
Cast: Margaret Sullavan, James Stewart, Walter Pidgeon, Jack Hutchinson, 
Roger Moore, King Baggott, Jimmy Butler, Joe La Cava; Bill Baily, Art 
Howard, H. Allen, Priscilia Lawson, Hudson Shotwell, Harry Tyler, George 
Chandler, Jack Hutchinson, Bill Fisher, Frances Stevens, Oscar Feyleur, 


| Dick Paxton, Harry Adams, Eugene Taylor, Hattie McDaniel, Jack Phipps, 


| Grapewin, 


‘THE GLADIATOR,’ produced by David L. Loew; associate producer, 


Edward Gross; directed by Edward Sedgwick; based on novel by Philip 
Wylie; photographed by George Schneiderman. Cast: Joe E. Brown, June 
Travis, Robert Kent, Dickie Moore, Lucien Littlefield, Ethel Wales, Don 
Douglas. 

‘SINGING GUNS,’ produced by Harry Decker for Irving Briskin unit; 


directed by Sam Nelson; original screen play by Bennett Cohen; photo- | 


2zraphed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Charles Starrett. Iris Meredith, Bob 
Nolan, Pat Brady, Dick Curtis, The Sons of the Pioneers, Eddie Cobb, Art 
Mix, John Tyrrell, Robert Fiske. 


Grand National 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
PeERGMTES ..ccccccce 43 14 9 2 217 5 
WESTOFRS ccccccccs 22 4 9 3 15 2 
WOOD 6csksseves ‘ 65 18 0 5 42 7 


Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘KING OF THE SIERRAS,’ Condor picture featuring three horses, Rex, 
Sheik and Thunder; Frank Gayass, associate producer; directed by Arthur 
Rosson; original screen play by Scott Dariing; photographed by Tom Gal- 
ligan. Cast: Frank Campeau, Wally Albright, Morgan Brown, Edward 
Peil, Billy Van Every. 

‘WHIRLWIND HORSEMAN,’ formerly titled ‘WHIRLWIND COWBOY,’ 
produced by Max Alexander; directed by Bob Hill; original screen play by 
George Plympton; photographed by Walter Hiers. Cast: Ken Maynard, 
Joan Barclay, Billy Griffith, Joe Girard, Bob Frazier, Bub Osborne, Wally 
West. 

‘SIX-SHOOTING SHERIFF,’ formerly titled ‘TRAILS WEST,’ produced 
by Max Alexander; directed by Harry Fraser; original screen play by 
Harry Fraser: photographed by Walter Hiers. Cast: Ken Maynard, Ruth 


Findlay, Glenn Strange, Dick Kramer, Ed Piel, Warner Richmond, Earl 


Dwire. 

‘RENFREW RIDES NORTH,’ being produced by Criterion 
associate producer, Philip N. Kranse; directed by Al Herman; no writer 
credits as yet released; photographed by Ira Morgan. Cast: James Newill. 
Terry Walker. Silver King (canine), Charles King. Robert Frazer, Dick 
Alexander, Walter McGrail, Juan Duval, Roger Williams, Richard Tucker, 
Robert Terry, Carl Mathews, Bruce Warren 

‘HELD FOR RANSOM,’ produced by International Film Corp.; 
by Clarence Bricker: original screen play by Barry Barringer; photo- 
scaphed by Arthur Reed. Cast: Blanche Mehaffey Grant Withers, Jack 
Mulhall. Kenneth Harlan, Walter McGrail, Joe Girard, Bruce Warren, 
Edward Foster. Harrv Harvey, George Moore, Richard Lancaste John 
McCallum, Spec O’Donnell, Joe Devlin Earl Douglas, Benn Hall, Leo 
Daugherty, Robert McKenzie. 


directed 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 


of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before’ Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing to0ms Cameras tion 
Veatures ed 48 23 4 5 19 19 
Hal Roach 4 2 a ) 4 4 
Total : 52 30 4 ° 12 14 
Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are 


‘THREE COMRADES,’ produced by Herman J. Mankiewicz; directed by 


Pictures: 





Harry Warren, Frank McGlynn, Jr., Dorothy Koster, Sam Levene, Charley 
Ambrose Schindler, James Flavin, Edna Mae Jones, Edward 
Keane, Nat Pendleton, Julie Gibson, Robert Davis, Willard Sheldon, Iris 
Lee, Lee Ford, George Ovey, Arthur Mullette, Walter Taylor, George Lee, 
Jack Woodside, Art Howard, Ray Crane, Jack Sterling, Ross Murray. 


‘ONE WOMAN'S ANSWER,’ formerly titled ‘ENEMY TERRITORY,’ pro- 
duced by Edward Chodorov; directed by Robert Sinclair; screen play by 
Edward Chodoroyv; story by Margaret Culkin Banning: photographed by 
Ray June. Cast: Herbert Marshall, Virginia Bruce, Mary Astor, Janet 
Beecher, Juanita Quigley, Marjorie Rambeau, Leonard Penn. Lorraine 
MacLean, Morgan Wallace. George Ovey, Howard Hickman, Betty Ross 
Clarke, Libby Taylor, Jacques Vanaire, Zeffie Tilbury. 

Metro Pix Now in Production 

‘LORD JEFF,’ produced by Frank Davis; directed by Sam Wood; screen 
play by Val Burton and Bradford Ropes; photographed by John Seitz. 
Cast: Freddie Bartholomew, Mickey Rooney, Herbert Mundin, William 
Austin, Vernon Downing, Emma Dunn, Keith Kenneth, John Burton, Gale 
Sondergaard, Walter Tetley, Terry Kilbourne, Peter Lawford, Charles 
Coburn, Walter Kingsford, Matthew Boulton, Reggie Streeter, Merwin 
Lucas, Billy McGuire, Harry Duff, John O’Day, Richard Lucas, Peter and 
Fred Ellis, Doris Lloyd, Evan Thomas. 


‘GIVE AND TAKE,’ produced by Sam Zimbalist; directed by Richard 
Thorpe; screen play by George Bruce, Harry Ruskin and George Oppen- 
heimer; original story by George Bruce; photographed by Oliver Marsh. 
Cast: Robert Taylor, Maureen O'Sullivan, Frank Morgan, Guy Kibbee, Nat 
Pendleton, Edward Arnold, Lionel Stander, William Gargan, Maxie Rosen- 


| bloom, Donald Barry, Gwendolyn Logan, Hudson Shotwell. 


‘THE GREAT WALTZ,’ produced by Bernard Hyman: directed by Julien 
Duvivier; no writing credits released as yet; photographed by Joseph Rut- 
tenberg. Cast: Luise Rainer, Fernand Gravet, Miliza Korjus, Hugh Herbert 
Lionel Atwill, Minna Gombell. 

‘TOO HOT TO HANDLE,’ produced by Lawrence Weingarten; directed 
by Jack Conway; no writing credits released as yet; photographed by Hal 
Rosson, Cast: Clark Gable, Myrna Loy, Walter Pidgeon, Leo Carrillo, 
Walter Connolly. 


Monogram 


Now Balance to 
Now in Be Placed Stories in 
Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 


Number Number 
of Pix Com- 


Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ......:; P 26 23 9 2 1 2 
WOMOOTED a eccsves 16 12 ) 2 2 2 
Total errr TT 4? 35 0 4 3 4 
Pictures in the cutting room: 


‘THE PHANTOM RANGER,’ formerly titled ‘RIDIN’ GENTS’; associate 
producer, Maurice Conn; directed by Sam Newfield; original screen play 
by Joseph O'Donnell; photographed by Jack Greenhalgh. Cast: Col. Tirn 


McCoy, Suzanne Kaaren, Karl Hackett, John St. Polis, Charles King, John 
Merton, Harry Stranee, Sherry Tansey, Dick Creamer, Tom London, Bob 
McKenzie, Henry Holcomb, Jack Hendricks 

‘GUNSMOKE TRAIL,’ associate producer, Maurice Conn: directed by 


Sam Newfield; screen play by Fred Nyton; original story by Robert Em- 
mett: photographed by Jack Greenhalgh Cas Jack Randall, Loui @ 
Stanley, Al St. John, John Merton, Ted Adams, Harry Strange, Kit Guard 
Jack Ingram, Al Bridges, Hal Price. ‘ 

‘THE MARINES ARE HERE,’ no producer credit: directed by Phil 
tosen: original by Franklin Adreon, Jr.: screen play by Scott Darling, 
Jack Knapp and J genton Cheney; photographed by Gilbert Warrenton 
Cast: Gordon Oliv June 7 ivis, Guinn Villiam " Ray Walker. Silly 
Dooley Ronnie Cosbey Pat C;leason f | id Earle Wade boteler, Earl 
Dougls Carleton Young, Roy Brent. R id Beach, Wally Walker, Wil- 
ham Gavier, Joe McGuinn, Sy Shindell, Jack Grant, Dutch Hedrian, John 
Pecori Harry Semels. Jame B. Leon: 

‘ROMANCE OF THE LIMBERLOST,’ front office production: directed 
by William Nigh; sere play b larion Orth from novel by Gene Strate 

(Continued on page 19) 
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What Warners did for 
the depression with 


Gold Diggers of 1933 — 


Warners do for the 
_ recession with the 38 
Gold Diggers £3 
In Paris! 


RIGHT HERE! 
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! “GOLD DIGGERS 


IN PARIS” 


6 with RUDY VALLEE 
ROSEMARY LANE+HUGH 
HERBERT: ALLEN JENKINS 


Gloria Dickson’ Melville Cooper The ‘Robin Hood’ Company! 


Mabel Todd « Fritz Feld «and THE 
| SCHNICKELFRITZ BAND . , 
4 Directed by Rey Enright The ‘Crime School’ Company ! 


Musical Numbers Created and 


I wo bcound paren The ‘Gold Diggers’ Company! 





cd Story by Jerry Wald, Richard Macauley snd 

F | Maurice Leo* From an Idee by Jerry Horwin ' 

“(Ct and James Seymour * Music aad Lyrics by Th ACTION C : 
$} Harry Warren and Ai Dobia 7 e ompany 2 ’ 
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Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 17) 


ton Porter; photographed by Gilbert Warrenton. Cast: Jean Parker, Eric 
Linden, Jean O'Neill, Betty Blythe, Edward Pawley, Marjorie Main, Hol- 
lis Jewell, George Cleveland, Sarah Padden, Guy Usher, Jack Kennedy, 
Harry Harvey, June Pickrell, R. H. Palmer, Eileen O'Malley. 





Paramount 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before’ Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Studio . ; i 39 33 4 5 0 6 
Harry Sherman 7 7 0 1 ” 0 
Emanuel Cohen > 3 0 0 0 0 
B. P. Schulberg 3 8 0 0 TY 0 
Total 57 51 4 6 0 6 


Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘PROFESSOR BEWARE,” produced by Harold Lloyd; directed by Elliott 
Nugent; screen play by Delmer Daves and Jack Cunningham; original by 
Crampton Harris and Francis M. and Marian B. Cockrell: photographed 
by Archie Stout. Cast: Harold Lloyd, Phyllis Welch, Raymond Walburn, 


Sterling Holloway, Lionel Stander, Mary Lou Lender, Guinn ‘Big Boy’ | 


Williams, Ward Bond, Spencer Charters, Clara Blandick, William Frawley. 
Thurston Hall, Cora Witherspoon. 

‘YOU AND ME,’ produced and directed by Fritz Lang: no writing credits 
released as yet; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: George Raft, Sylvia 
Sidney, Barton MacLane, Roscoe Karns, Harry Carey, Robert Cummings, 
Warren Hymer, Guinn ‘Big Boy’ Williams, Carol Paige, Vera Gordon, Matt 
McHugh, Paul Newlan, Bernadene Hayes, George E. Stone, Cecil Cunning- 
ham, Margaret Randall, Jack Mulhall, Julia Faye, Arthur Hoyt, Harlan 
Briggs, Joyce Compton, Edward Pawley, Fern Emmett, Juanita Quigley, 
Joe Gray, William B. Davidson, Adrain Morris, Roger Gray, Egon Brecher, 
Paul Newlan. 

‘TROPIC HOLIDAY,’ produced by Arthur Hornblow. Jr.: directed by 
Theodore Reed: screen play by Don Hartman and Frank Butler, John C. 
Moffitt and Duke Atteberry; developed from an original by Don Hartman 
and Frank Butler: photographed by Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, 


Ray Millard, Martha Raye, Bob Burns, Tito Guizar, Binnie Barnes, Elvira | 


Rios, Pepito. Michael Visaroff, Bobbie Moya, Ascension and Del Rio Trio, 
Dominguez Brothers’ San Cristobal Marimba Band, Roberto Soto, Jesus 
Topete, Paula DeCardo, Dolores Casey, Sheila Darcy, Marie Burton, Paul 
Lopez, Chris Pin Martin, Fortunio Bona Nova, Duncan Renaldo, Jose Fer- 
nandez, Matt McHugh. 

‘PRISON FARM,’ general office production: directed by Louis King; 
screen play by Horace McCoy and William Lipman: photographed by Harry 
Fischbeck. 


John Hart, Marjorie Main, Rayemon Robin, Dick Elliott. 
‘PRIDE OF THE WEST,’ formerly titled ‘BENEATH WESTERN SKIES’ 


(for 1938-39 season), produced by Harry Sherman: associate producer, Jack | 


Trop; directed by Les Selander; original story by Clarence E. Mulford; 
screen play by Mate Watt; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: Wil- 
liam Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Charlotte Fields, Billy King, 


Earle Hodgins, Kenneth Harlan, James Craig, Glenn Strange, Henry Otho, | 


Earle Askan, Leo McMahon, Bruce Mitchell, Willie Fung, Wen Wright. 


‘THE TEXANS,’ formerly titled ‘MARCHING HERDS’ (for 1938-39 sea- | 


son), produced by Lucien Hubbard; directed by James Hogan; original by 
Paul Sloan: screen play by William Wister Haines; photographed by Theo- 
dor Sparkuhl. Cast: Randolph Scott, Joan Bennett, May Robson, 
Cummings. Harvey Stephens, Robert Barrat, Walter Brennan. Raymond 


Hatton, Tito Guizar. Ray Middleton, Walter Abel, Bill Roberts, Ed Gargan, 


Clarence Wilson, Otis Harlan, Spencer Charters, William Haade, Archie 
Twitchell, Jack Moore, Irving Bacon, Harry Woods, Vera Steadman, 
Wheeler Oakman, Margaret McWade, Richard Tucker. Anna Demetrio, 


Francis Ford, Richard Denning, Frank Cordell, John Eckert, Slim High- 
tower, Scoop Martin, Whitey Severn, Slim Talbot, Jimmie Kilgannon, Oscar 


Smith, Ernie Adams, Virginia Jennings, James Burtis. Jack Perrin, Edward | 
Manley Head, 


Brady, Everette Brown, Edward Le Saint, James Kelso. J. 


Philiv Morris. Carl Harbough, James Guinn, Pat West, William B. David- | 


son, Harry Holman, Ralph Remley. 


Paramount Pix Now in Production 
‘SPAWN OF THE NORTH,’ produced by Albert Lewin; directed by 
Henry Hathaway; screen play by Jules Furthman; adapted from Barrett 
Willoughby’s novel; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: George Raft, 
Henry Fonda, replacing Georges Rigaud, John Barrymore, Akim Tamiroff, 


Lynne Overman, Dorothy Lamour, Louise Platt, Fuzzy Knight, Vladimir | 


Sokoloff, Duncan Renaldo, Richard Ung, Paul Newlan. 
Stanley Andrews, Monte Blue, Irving Bacon, Galen Gough. 

‘SING, YOU SINNERS’ (for 1938-39 season), produced and directed by 
Wesley Ruggles: original screen play by Claude Binyon; photographed by 
Karl Struss. Cast: Bing Crosby, Fred MacMurray, Elizabeth Patterson, 
Donald O’Connor, Erin Drew, Harlan Briggs, John Gallaudet, Pat West, 
Paul White. 

‘GIVE ME A SAILOR,’ produced by Jeff Lazarus; associate producer, 
Paul Jones: directed by Elliott Nugent: screen play by Doris Anderson 
and Frank Butler; based on play by Annie Nichols; photographed by Victor 
Milner. Cast: Martha Raye, Bob Hope, Jack Whiting, Betty Grable, Clar- 
ence Kolb, Nana Bryant, J. C. Nugent, Emerson Treacy, Bonnie Churchill, 
Ralph Sanford, Kathleen Lockhart. 


Lee Shumway, 


‘MEN WITH WINGS’ (in Technicolor—for 1938-39 season), produced and 
directed by William Wellman; no writing credits released as yet; photo- 
graphed by W. Howard Greene. Cast: Fred MacMurray, Ray Milland, 
Louise Campbell. Andy Devine, Edgar Kennedy, Walter Abel, Porter Hall, 
Gene Reynolds, Cheryl Walker, Billy Cook, Dorothy Tennant, James Burke, 
Virginia Weidler, Harvey Stephens. Helen Dickson, Lillian West, Grace 
Goodall, Kitty Keliy, pilots—Paul Mantz, Tex Rankin, Frank Clarke, Dick 
Rinaldi, Robbie Robinson, Frank Tomick, Herb White, Jerry Phillips, Ace 
Brungunier, Jerry Andrews. Howard Batt. Ray Crawford, Dick Randall, 
Bob Blair, Cubby Gordon, Jim Barwick, Walter Quinton, Stanley Hicks. 


RKO-Radio 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Piepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Pe eee 43 33 5 2 3 5 
Condor ; 2 2 0 0 0 0 
Sol Lesser... 3 2 0 0 l 1 
David Loew...... 2 2 9 0 0 0 
Walt Disney... 1 1 1 0 0 0 
Toial Sk 40 6 Z 4 o 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are 

‘HAVING WONDERFUL TIME,’ produced Ly Pandro S. Berman; directed 
by Al Santell: play and screen play by Arthur Kober: photographed by 
Robert De Grasse. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., tichard 
‘Red’ Skelton. Peggy Conklin, Eve Arden, Lucille Ball 

‘THE BLIND CHEAT,’ formerly titled ‘MUDDLED DEAL.’ produced by 


William Sistrom; directed by Joseph Santley: taken from play by Aladar 
Laszlow:; screen play by Charles Kaufman, Paul Yawitz. Viola Brothe 
Shore and Harry Segall: photographed by Roy Hunt Cast: d an F rt ti 
Derrick De Marney. Cecil Kellaway, Cecil Cunningham, Lilian B ond, Rob- 
ert Coote, Claude Allister, Phyllis Coghlan, Rita Page, Unarle Coleman. 
RKO-Radio Pictures Now in Production 
7 r rlae > = *T 2. 

‘BAMBI,’ being prepared by Walt Disney for release on RKO 1953-39 
schedule: feature-lengih cartoon based on stor3 by Felix Sa 

‘MOTHER CAREY'S CHICKENS, produced by Pat iro Berm i “s ed by 
Rowland V. Lee: screen play by Gerirude Pur ‘Il from t I ; i ! | 

iggin novel; photugraphed by Roy Hunt. Cast. Ruo K , Anne Shir- 


Cast: Lloyd Nolan, William Frawley, John Howard, J. Carroll | 
Naish, Shirley Ross, Porter Hall, Anna Q. Nilsson, May Boley, Esther Dale, | 


Robert | 


9 








| 

ley, James Ellison, Fay Bainter, Ralph Morgan, Phyllis Kennedy, Margare 
Hamilton, Alma Kruger, Donnie Dunagan, Harvey Clarke, Jackie Moran. 

‘CHEATING THE STARS,’ produced by Cliff Reid; directed by Les 
Goodwins; screen play by Gladys Atwater and J. Robert Bren; original by 
Reginald Taviner; photographed by Jack MacKenzie. Cast: Allan Lane, 
Frances Mercer, Phyllis Kennedy, Paul Guilfoyle, Leona Roberts, Inez 
Courtney, Frank M. Thomas, Jack Arnold, George Irving, Tom Kennedy, 
Mary Campbell, George Shelley, Jonathan Hale, Bradley Page, Paul Fix, 
Vivian Oakland, Fern Emmett. 

‘BORDER G-MAN,’ produced by Bert Gilroy; directed by David How- 
ard; screen play by Oliver Drake from original by Bernard McConville: 
photographed by Joseph August. Cast: George O’Brien, Ray Whitley, La- 


| raine Johnson, John Mijan, William Stelling, Edgar Dearing, Ethan Laid- 


law. 


| ‘CAREFREE,’ produced by Pandro Berman; directed by Mark Sand- 
rich; screen play by Dudley Nichols and Hagar Wilde; photographed by 
Robert De Grasse... Cast: Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers, Ralph Bellamy. 
Luella Gear, Jack Carson, Richard Lane, Kay Sutton, Jack Arnold, Jane 
Woodworth. 


‘GROUND CREW,’ produced by Robert Sisk; directed by Lew Lande: 
story and screen play by Lionel Houser; photographed by Nick Musuraca 
Cast: Richard Dix, Chester Morris, Joan Fontaine, Paul Guilfovle, Harry 
Carey, Robert Strange, Vicki Lester 

Republic 
Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
ot Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before’ Prepara- 
Promise: pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Total 52 30 1 4 17 24 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting preview 

‘FIGHTING DEVIL DOGS’ (serial), produced by Robert Beche: directed 
by William Witney and Jack English; original screen play by Barry Ship- 
man, Ronald Davidson, Franklyn Adreon and, Sol Shorr; photographed by 
William Nobles. Cast: Lee Powell, Herman Brix, Eleanor Stewart, Hush 
Sothern, Montagu Love, Sam Flint. John Davidson, Monte Montague, Henry 
Otho, Forrest Taylor, Billy MacGowan, Edmund Cobb, Perry I\ 
London, Alan Gregg, Edward Foster, Al Taylor, Allan 
Howes, Dick Thane. 

‘GANGS OF NEW YORK,’ produced by Armand Schaefer; di: 


James Cruze; screen play by Wellyn Totman, Jack Townley 


Tom 
Reed 


ins, 


Mathew 


ected by 
Sam Fuller. 


Charles Francis Royal: original by Sam Fuller; suggested by Herbert As- 
| bury’s book, ‘The Gangs of New York’; photographed by Ernest Millet 
Cast: Charles Bickford, Ann Dvorak, Alan Baxter, Wynne Gibson, John 
Wray, Harold fuber, Maxie Rosenbloom, Charles Trowbridge, Frank 


Kohler, Sr., Elliott Sullivan, Jonathan Hale, 

‘FIRST PRIZE,’ produced by Harry Grey; 
play by Dorrell and Stuart McGowan from original idea by Dore Schary; 
| photographed by Jack Marta. Cast: Alison Skipworth, Polly Moran, Max 
Terhune, Bob Livington, Virginia Grey, Berton Churchill, Sam Bernard, 
Leonard Penn, Eddie Acuff, Billy Wayne, Tom London, Horace MacMahon, 
Jim Gayle, Allen Vincent, Anthony Hughes, Walter Sande. 

‘RIDERS OF THE BLACK HILLS’ (Three Mesquiteers features), pro- 
duced by William Berke; directed by George Sherman; screen play by 
Betty Burbridge; original story by Betty Burbridge and Bernard McCon- 
| ville; photographed ky William Nobles. Cast: Bob Livingston, Ray Corri- 
gan, Max Terhune, Ann Evers, Maude Eburne, Frank Melton, Roscoe Ates, 
Tom London, Lang Fitzgerald. 

Republic Pix Now in Production 

‘ARMY GIRL,’ produced by Armand Schaefer; directed by George 
| Nicholls. Jr.; screen play by Barry Trivers from novel by Charles Clifford; 
| photographed by Jack Maria. Cast: Madge Evans, Preston Foster, James 
| Gleason, Ruth Donnelly, H. B. Warner, Neil Hamilton, Ralph Morgan, 
Heather Angel, Billy Gilbert, Guinn Williams, Ralph Byrd, Barbara Pep- 


20th Century-Fox 


Now Balance to 


Howard Phillips, Eddie Acuff. 
directed by Gus Meins: screen 


| Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 

Studio .. 52 38 6 8 7 7 

| Sol Lesser...... 5 4 1 0 9 2 

| Total ; 53 4? 4 8 7 y 

Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

| ‘KIDNAPPED, produced by Kenneth Macgowan; directed by Al 


Werker; no writing credits as yet available. Cast: Warner Baxter, 
| Arleen Whelan, Freddie Bartholomew, John Carradine, Leon Ames, Rob- 
| ert Allen, Miles Mander. E. E. Clive, Donald Haines, Ralph Forbes. Elsa 


Nigel Bruce, Arthur Hohl, Halliwell Hebbes, H. B, Warner, Eric Wilton, 
York Sherwood, Gordon Hart, Montagu Love, Colin Kenny, John Graham 
Spacey, Keith G. Kenneth, John Rogers, Thomas London, Dave Thursby, 
J. P. McGowan, Marty Faust, Evan Thomas, Ivo Henderson. 


‘JOSETTE,’ produced by Gene Markey; directed by Allan Dwan: screen 
play by James Edward Grant; based on play by Paul Frank and Georg 


Cast: Simone Simon, Don Ameche, Robert Young, Bert Lahr, Joan Davis, 
Tala Birell, Paul Hurst, Jayne Regan, Lillian Porter, Paul McVey, Zeffie 
Tilbury, William Collier, Sr. 

‘ALEXANDER’S RAGTIME BAND?’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by 
Harry Joe Brown; directed by Henry King; screen play by Lama Trotti and 
Kathryn Scola; adaptation by Richard Sherman; music and lyrics by Irving 
Berlin; photographed by Peverell Marley. Cast: Tyrone Power, Alice Faye, 
Don Ameche, Ethel Merman, Jack Haley, Marjorie Weaver, Jean Hersholt 
|Helen Westley, John Carradine, Douglas Fowley, Chick Chandler, Paul 
| Hurst, Wally Vernon, Eddie Collins, The King’s Men, Stanley Andrews, 
| Jack Pennick, Robert Gleckler, Donald Kerr, Don Barclay, Ruth Warren, 
ithe Cansinos, Ralph Dunn, Otto Fries, Harry Tyler, Sid Saylor, Ruth 
| Terry, Dixie Dunbar, The Aristocrats, Joe King. Charley Williams, Joseph 
| Crehan, Tyler Brooks, Albert Morin, Selmer Jackson, Grady Sutton, and 
drum majorettes: Ruth Gifford, Marjorie Woodworth, Betty Brown, Jetsy 
Posthuma, Betty Garrison, Barbara Finch, Rosalie Wilson, Jeanne Le Bocuf. 





‘ Converts Theatre Into 


Buchanan, Billy Bevan, Moroni Olson, C. Aubrey Smith, Reginald Owen, | 


Fraser; from story by Ladislaus Vadnai; photographed by John Mescall. | 


‘LITTLE MISS BROADWAY,’ produced by David Hempstead; directed | 


by Irving Cummings; original screenplay 
| Yellen; photographed by Arthur Miller. Cast: Shirley Temple, Gloria 
| Hurst, Jimmy Durante, Phyllis Brooks, George Murphy, Patricia Wilder, 
| Donald Meek, El Brendel, Jane Darwell, Edward Ellis, Brewster Twins, 


by Harry Tugend and Jack 


| Eddie Collins, George and Olive Brasno, the Brian Sisters, Charley Wil- | 


. 


| liams, Edna Mae Oliver, George Barbier, Claude Gillingwater. C. Montazue 
| Shaw, Rube Schaefer troupe, Jack Schaller. Frank Dae, Russell Hicks, 
| Joseph De Siefani, Leila McIntyre, Jerry Colonna, Syd Saylor, Harry C. 
| Bradley, Tom Ricketts. Roy Dove. 
| ‘SPEED TO BURN,’ formerly titled ‘LUCKY DAY,’ formerly titled 
‘SPORTING CHANCE,’ formerly titled ‘RACING BLOOD’ (for 1938-39 sea- 
son), produced by Jerry Hoffman; directed by Otto Brower: screen play by 
Robert Ellis and Helen Logan: based on original by Edwin Dial Torverson 
photographed by Edward Snyder. Cast: Michael Whalen, Lynn Bari, Mar- 
vin Stephens, Henry Sidney Blackmer, Chick Chandler, Johnnie 
Pierrone, Inez Palange, Eleanor Virgie, Ben Stilphen, Betty Greco, Denni 
Moore, Eddie Emerson, Charles D. Brown 


Armetta, 


‘MYSTERIOUS MR. MOTO’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Sol M. 
Wurtzel; directed by Norman Foster; original screen play by Philip Moec- 
Donald and Normar Fo ; photographed by Virgil Miller, Cast: Peter 
Lorre, Mary Maguire. H vy Wilcoxon, Harold Huber, Erik Rhodes. Leon 
Ames, John Rogers. F:e : Vogeding, Forrester Harvey, Mitchell Lew 
Barney O'Toole, Herbert Evans, Biily Bevans. May Beatty, Adia Kuznet- 
zoif, Nobel Johnson, Eugene Borden, Lester Matthew 

‘THREE BLIND MICE,’ produced by Raymond Griffith: directed b: 
William A. Seiter; screen play by Brown Holmes and Lynn Starling. based 

lon play by Stephen Por nhotographed by Ernest Palmer Cast: Loretta 
1 Yount, Joel MeCrea. David Niven. Stuart Erwin, Marjorie Weaver, Pauli: 
Moore. Bint e Ba 1 Svencet C} irters Iva Stev art, LI! wd W hit!or« k, 
Leonid Kinskey, J » Darwell. Herbert Heyward 

‘HELLO, HOLLYWOOD’ (for 1938-39 season). John Stone 4 ; 
lucer; direcied Herbert I. Lecds; streen niay by F ( {via 

(C J on page 21) 


| Holman, after studio conference 


VARIETY i 


ae ae 


Bailroom-Bingo Parlor; 


Call ’Em 5, Hoof 2 Nights 





Charlie Shribman will take over 
the Central theatre, Cedarhurst, L. L, 
N Y., and convert it into a combo 
ballroom-bingo parlor for summer 
operation. Theatre is now overated 
by B.S. Moss as film house with 9e- 
casional lightweight stage fare 

Name bands will be used two 
nights w2-kly (weekends). Remain- 
der of time spot will opera a3 
bingo hall. Expected to preem latter 
part of June Opening band od 

Imish scale not set yet Ma 3 
Shribman’s first fling i ) » di- 
rec.ion, heretofore ch i ya yor 

) r New one 1 yall 


ALL 10 SUITS VS. LOEW'S 
OFFICERS VIA 1 LAWYER 


Emil K. Ellis was d un ited coun- 
sel for all 10 plaintiffs. who have 
brought action in N. Y upreme 
court against officers and directors 
in Loew’s, Ine Justice Aaron J 
Levy decided thi week tha Bilis 
represent all plaintiffs because 
representing Bernard Epstein, orig- 
inator of the suits. 

Actions were brought for an in- 
junction to restrain officers and di- 
rectors of Loew’s from paying them- 
selves salaries and bonuses allezedly 
out of proportion. Plan of paying 
these salaries and bonuses was voted 
at stockholdiers’ meeting last Febru- 
ary. Defendants have eniered a 


general denial of charges 


Parites All Over the Map 


Y. Frank Freeman returned ves- 
terday (Tuesday) from Biloxi, Miss., 
where during the past week he econ- 
ferred with E, V. Richards, of New 


Orleans, head of the Saenger c'rcuit 


and a director for Paramount Rich- 
ards, who has a home at Bay St. 
Louis, Miss., joined Freeman on the 
Gulf for sessions aboard Richards’ 
yacht. 

Others away included Neil F. Ag- 
new and Bob Gillhan, in Dal!as, and 
Leon Netter, assistant to Fi in, 
on a tour of Par theatres in the far 


west. Agnew got back Saturday 
(14) while Gillhan is due day 
(Wednesday ). 

John J. Friedl and L. J. Ludwig, 
who operate Par’s string in the 


northwest, reached New York Mon- 
day (16), for home office conferences 
on current operating problems, plans 
for the summer, ete. Barney Bala- 
ban, Stanton L. Griffis and sell 


5; On 


>, 
ru 


production, budget and ceneral 


plans, returned east Sunday ¢15), 


Hollywood, May 17. 
Robert Gillham, Par ad and 


chief, due in New York tomorrow 
(Wednesday) afier a two-week tour 


nub 


'of the south and east, will leave for 
Hollywood May 22. 
He will spend about four weeks 


on the Coast, 


Hays Meet in Mid-June 
Hays office directors’ meeting is 
scheduled for the second week in 
June, exact date not yet specified. 
Will Hays, president of Motion Pic- 


ture Producers & Distributors, has 
been in New York the past three 
weeks and will remain east uniil 


the confab is held, 
No specific business is on schedule 
though the advertising picture situa- 


tion may be aired before the 
| directors. 
VERY MUCH ALIVE 
Hollywood, May 17. 
Three ‘Dead End’ moppets, Gabriel 


Dell, Huntz Hall and Bernard Puns- 
ley, have been signed for two pictuce 
deals, 

Firs they 
‘Little Tough 
Warners for 


t Univer 
and 


Wit! 


for 
a) | 
Divty 


go to il 
Guy’ 


‘Angels 


t > 

tLnen 
. , ’ 
4 aCCs. 


Sinning at the Mutuels 


Hollywood, May li 
Bing Crosby with a supporting cast 
nd 600 extras are working at the 
Santa Anita track on the final racing 
nes for Paramounts ‘Sing You 
, 
Pre is track sequenc *ve shot 
. % th at the Pomona fate 
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When Exhibitors Need It Most... 


VARIETY — 








Bd 


antag, 
tay 


because it's a 
great picture .. . a dramatic . 

warmly romantic love story . 

directed by GEORGE CUROR, who 
gave you “David Copperfield”, 
“Camille” ...and adapted by 
SIDNEY “Theodora Goes Wild” 
BUCHMAN and famous DONALD 
OGDEN STEWART from the sen- 
sationally successful Broadway 


‘ stage play by PHILIP BARRY... 


JN 
*e 








THARINE 


HEPBURN 


CARY 


RANT | 


DORIS NOLAN- LEW AYRES - EDWARD 


EVERETT HORTON - HENRY KOLKER 
BINNIE BARNES - JEAN DIXON - HENRY DANIELL 


Screen play by Donald Ogden Stewart and Sidney Buchman 


From the stage play by Philip Barry produced by 


Arthur Hopkins +« Directed by GEORGE CUKOR 
Produced by EVERETT RISKIN 


a Colum bia Picture 





Sesame sae Be 
Se EPO aR Sisicmia ay ap 


eee een hd mays 18, 1938 
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VARIETY 





Advance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 19) 


Albert Ray from original idea by Frank Fenton and Lynn Root; photo- 
graphed by Edward Cronjager. Cast: Jane Withers, Gloria Stuart, Henry 
Wilconxon, Helen Westley, Claudia Coleman, Robert Allen, Pedro de Cor- 
doba, Paula Rae Wright, the Three Nelsons, Hattie McDaniel, Muriel Kear- 
ney, Marjorie Plecher, Jed Prouty, Douglas Fowley, Ruth Peterson, Julie 
Carter, Hal K. Dawson, Patsy Mitchell, Sam Ash, Wilfred Lucas, Harry 
Strang, David Newell, Tom O’Grady, Sherry Hall, Sarah Edwards, Sidney 
Blackmer, Murray Alper, Chester Clute, Laura Treadwell, Russ Clark, Pat 
O'Malley, Grace Hayle, Lon Chaney, Jr., Syd Saylor, Ottola Nesmith, 
James Blaine, Sam Bernard. 

‘'LL GIVE A MILLION,’ produced by Kenneth MacGowan; directed by 
Walter Lang; screen play by Niven Busch; based on play by G. Savattini 
and G. Mondaini; photographed by Lucien Andriot. Cast: Warner Baxter, 





Peter Lorre, John Carradine, J. Edward Bromberg, Sig Rumann, Fritz Feld, | 


Marjorie Weaver, Jean Hersholt, Binnie Barnes. Lynn Bari, Gennaro Curci, 
Rolfe Sedan, Christian Rub, George Bookasta, Adrienne D’Ambricourt, 
Jacques Lory, Antonio D’Amore, George Davis, Eddie Conrad, Charles 
Halton. 

20th-Fox Pix Now in Production 

‘ALWAYS GOOD-BYE,’ produced by Raymond Griffith: directed by 
Sidney Lanfield; screen play by Kathryn Scola; photographed by Robert 
Planck. Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, Cesar Romero, Herbert Marshall, Ian 
Hunter, Binnie Barnes, Lynn Bari, Dorri Bowdon, George Davis, Albert 
Conti, Mary Forbes. 

“LUCKY PENNY?’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by David Hempstead; 
directed by Irving Cummings; screen play by J. P. McEvoy and Ethel Hill; 
original story by Kenneth Earle and Howard Smith; songs by Walter Bul- 
lock and Harold Spina; photographed by Arthur Miller. Cast: Shirley 
Temple, Joan Davis, Bill Robinson, Charles Farrell, Bert Lahr, George 
Barbier, Franklin Pangborn, Bennie Bartlett, Amanda Duff. 

‘MY LUCKY STAR’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Harry Joe Brown; 
directed by Roy Del Ruth; no writing credits as yet released: photographed 
by John Mescall. Cast: Sonja Henie, Richard Greene, Cesar Romero, 
Buddy Ebsen, George Barbier, Barnett Parker, the Brewster Twins, Ray- 


mond Scott and Quintet, Joan Davis, Patricia Wilder, Elisha Cook, Jr., 
Arthur Treacher, Charles Tannen, Kay Criffith, Robert Kellard, Robert 
Lowry, Cyril Ring, Cully Richards, skaters—Jack Kearney. Bob Christie, 


Jimmy Sisk, Bob Ridgeway, James Caesar, Cliff Oddson, Jake Kelly, Ray 
Johnson, Tommy Nelson, Larry Jackson, Victor Pullman, Irving Greeg, 
Borman Pabst. 

‘SUEZ’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Gene Markey; directed by 
Allan Dwan; screen play by Julien Josephson and Phillip Dunne; original 
by Sam Duncan; photographed by Peverell Marley. Cast: Loretta Young, 
Tyrone Power, Annabella, Henry Stephenson, Thomas Beck, Sidney Black- 
mer, J. Edward Bromberg, Joseph Schildkraut, Sig Rumann, Leon Ames, 
Rafaela Ottiano, Maurice Moscovich, Nigel Bruce 

‘PASSPORT HUSBAND,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel: directed by James 


Tinling: original by Hilda Stone; screen play by Robert Chapin and Karen | 
Pauline | 


De Wolf: photographed by Harry Davis. Cast: Stuart Erwin, 
Moore, Joan Woodbury, Paul McVey, Douglas Fowley, Edward Brophy, 
Robert Lowry, Harold Huber, Lon Chaney, Jr. 

‘PANAMINT’S BAN MAN,’ produced by Sol Lesser: directed by Ray 
Taylor; screen play by Luci Ward and Charles Arthur Powell; story by 


Edmund Kelso, and Lindsley Parsons; photographed by Allen Thompson. | 
Smith Ballew, Evelyn Daw, Noah Beery, Sr., Stanley Fields, Harry | 


Cast: 
Wood, Pat O’Brien, Armand Wright. 


United Artists 


Now Balance te 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Samuel Goldwyn., 8 § a 7 a 
Alexander Korda.. 6 3 0 0 3 6 
i, 5 3 1 0 1 4 
Walter Wanger.... 8 3 1 1 3 5 
Chaplin ......... ‘ 1 + e ® 1 1 
London Films..... 6 5 t) 0 0 3 
TOE bc0ds5008 ‘ 32 21 2 1 t ® 


Pictures in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 

‘BLOCKADE,’ formerly titled ‘THE RISING TIDE,’ formerly titled ‘THE 
ADVENTURESS,’ formerly titled ‘THE RIVER IS BLUE,’ produced by 
Walter Wanger; directed by William Dieterle; original play by John 
Howard Lawson: photographed by Rudolph Mate. Cast: Henry Fonda, 
Madeleine Carroll, Leo Carrillo, John Halliday, Vladimir Sokoloff. Robert 
Warwick, Reginald Denny, Katharine DeMille, Peter Godfrey, William B. 
Davidson, Harry Semels, Carlos De Valdez, Paul Irving, George Lloyd, 
John Picorri, George Houston, Nick Thompson, Lupita Tovar, Fred Kohler, 
Rosina Galli, 

United Artists Pix Now in Production 


‘ALGIERS,’ produced by Walter Wanger; directed by John Cromwell; 
screen play by John Howard Lawson from Detective Ashiebe’s ‘Pepe le 
Moko’; additional dialog by James Cain; photographed by James Wong 
Howe. Cast: Charles Boyer, Hedy LeMarr, Sigrid Gurie, Alan Hale, Joseph 
Calleia. Gene Lockhart, Stanley Fields, Joan Woodbury, Johnny Downs, 
Bert Roach, Ben Hall, Claudia Dell, Charles D. Brown, Nina Koshetz, Wal- 
ter Kingsford, Paul Harvey, Armand Kaliz, Robert Grieg, Leonid Kinskey. 

‘The Young in Heart,’ produced by David O. Selznick: directed by Rich- 
ard Wallace; screen play by Paul Osborne and Charles Bennett from novel 
by LA.R. Wylie, ‘The Gay Banditti’; photographed by Leon Shamroy. 
Cast: Janet Gaynor, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Paulette Goddard, Roland 
Young, Billie Burke, Richard Carlson, Margaret Early, Charles Halton. 


Universal 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
WOME Awtsts asinine 50 35 3 6 6 13 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 


‘FLAMING FRONTIERS’ (serial), produced by Henry MacRae; directed 
by Ray Taylor and Alan James; screen play by Wyndham Gittens, George 
H. Plymton, Basil Dickey and Paul Perez, from Peter B. Kyne’s ‘The Tie 
That Binds’; photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, 
Eleanor Hansen, Charles Middleton, Eddy Waller, James Blaine, Horace 
Murphy, Roy Barcroft, Ralph Bowman, John Rutherford, Ed ¢ assidy, Wil- 
liam Royle, Charles King, Karl Hackett, Charles Stevens, Chief Thunder 
Cloud, Ralph Bowman, Michael Slade. Jim Farley, Jim Corey, Pat O’Brien, 
Bob Woodward, George Plues, Jack Saunders, Frank Straubringer. 

‘AIR DEVILS,’ formerly titled ‘THE FIGHTING MARINES,’ produced 
by Trem Carr: directed by John Rawlins; screen play by Harold Buckley 
and George Waggner; original by Harold Buckley; photographed by Harry 
Neumann. Cast: Dick Purcell, Beryl Wallace. Larry Blake, Mamo Clark, 
Minerva Urecal. Charles Brokaw, Forbes Murray, Roy Mason, Paul Sutton, 
Al Kikume, Billy Wayne, Michael Visaroff. 

‘THE DEVIWL’S PARTY,’ formerly titled ‘HELL’S KITCHEN,’ formerly 
titled ‘RIOT PATROL,’ formerly titled ‘HELL’S KITCHEN HAS A PANTRY,’ 
produced by Edmund Grainger: directed by Ray McCarey; screen play by 
Roy Chanslor from original by Borden Chase: photographed by Milton 
Krasner. Cast: Victor McLaglen, Paul Kelly, William Gargan, John Gal- 
laudet. Beatrice Roberts, Joe Downing, Frank Jenks, Ed Gargan, Scotty 
Beckett. Mickey Rentschler, Dickie Jones, Tommy Bupp, Juanita Quigley. 

‘WIVES UNDER SUSPICION, formerly titled ‘SUSPICION,’ produced 
by Edmund Grainger: directed by James Whale; screen play by Myles Con- 
nvily; photographed by George Robinson, Cast: Wal ren William, Gail Pat- 
rick, Constance Moore, William Lundigan, Lillian Yarbo ta Bh pe 


ham, Milburn Stone, Minerva Urecal, Grace Hayle, James Flavur 
Si anley, 

“WESTERN TRAILS,’ produced by Trem Cari 
original screen play by Harry O. Hoyt 


- directed by George Wagg- 
mer; photographed by Harry Neu- | 

















‘PONY EXPRESS DAYS,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by George 
Waggner; original screen play by Norton S. Parker; photographed by Harry 
Neumann. Cast: Bob Baker, Cecilia Callejo, Don Barclay, Leroy Mason, 

Forrest Taylor, Nina Campano, Martin Garralaga, Carlton Young, Carlyle | 
| Moore, Jr., Jack Kirk, Arthur Van Slyck, Ed. Cassidy. Hollywood, May 17. 
Universal Pix Now in Production | Condor Pictures has petitioned the 

‘THE RAGE OF PARIS,’ produced by B. G. De Sylva: directed by | federal district court for reorganiza- 
Henry Koster; original story and screen play by Bruce Manning and Felix | tion under 77B. Stock sale is planned 
fede hee ees by Joseph Valentine. Cast: Danielle Dar-|to bring in fresh dough for active 
rieux, Dougias Fairbanks, Jr., Mischa Auer, Helen Broderick, Louis Hay- i *urr ssets w 
ward, Mary Forbes. Joyce Bryant, Howard Hickman, Harry Davenport, — ree? slag ee promi wours Sq 
Ethelreda Leopold, Mitzi Vehlain, Vivian Mason, Leonard Mudie, Charles | “..,2 S4))0}Y Oousabons. 

| Coleman. ’ Suit of 42 stockholders against the 

‘LETTER OF INTRODUCTION,’ produced and directed by John M, | @Tectors, officials and underwriters 
Stahl; no writing credits as yet released: photographed by Kar] Freund. }of Condor Pictures was filed in 
Cast: Adolphe Menjou, Edgar Bergen and ‘Charlie McCarthy,’ George Federal court, demanding $18.905 as 





Murphy, Andrea Leeds. Rita Johnson, Eve Arden. Ann Sheridan. replacing | a return for their investments and 
Gail Patrick, Donald Barry, Philip Trent, Ernest Cossart, May Boley, | exemplary damages 
Natalie Moorhead. Complainants stock 


declare their 


ry : : . : 2 4 . 
AFRAID TO TALK,’ produced by Barnev Sarecky: directed bv John | in the comnanv. now in receivere- 

| Rawlins: original by Edward James: phot yeraphed by George Robinson. ship, is worthless 

| Cast: Robert Wilcox, Dorothea Kent, Harry Davenport, Clem Bevans, 


Larry Blake, 


| Warners 


Considine-Ruken Setting 
‘Boystown’ Pic in Omaha 
Omaha, May 17. 
John W. 


Producer 


Now Balance to Considine, Jr., 


| Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in| 290 director Norman Taurog ar- 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- | rived in Omaha today (Tuesday) for 
| Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion |} local work on Metro's ‘Boystown’ 
| Total pipe te abet 69 45 5 10 0 18 |story of Father Flanagan’s boys 
Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: home, starring Spencer Tracy and 
| ‘MYSTERY HOUSE,’ formerly titled ‘MYSTERY OF HUNTING’S END,’ [€@turing = Mickey — Rooney and 
produced by Bryan Foy: associate, Gordon Hollingshead: directed by Noel Spanky McFarland. Taurog replaced 
Smith; original story by Mignon G. Eberhart; screen play by Sherman | J. Walter Ruben, who was first as- 
Lowe; photographed by L. William O’Connell. Cast: Dick Purcell, June | signed to film 
Travis, Elspeth Dudgeon, Anthony Averille, Ben Weldon, Mary Maguire, Team is gathering local color and 
William Hopper, Anderson Lawlor, Sheila Bromley, Hugh O'Connell, Trevor | details of the priest’s life to heighten 
| Bardetie, Dennie Moore. part to be played by Tracy. Latter 
| ‘SECRETS OF AN ACTRESS,’ formerly titled ‘WOMAN HABIT,’ for- | Was Originally skeded to make trip 
merly titled ‘LOVELY LADY,’ produced by David Lewis: directed by Wil- | here, but is still vacationing. Actual 


liam Keighley; original screen play by Rowland Leigh, Milton Krims and 
Julius Epstein; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Kay Francis, George 
Brent, Ian Hunter, Gloria Dickson, Isabel Jeans, Dennie Moore, Gloria 
| Blondell, Rosella Towne, John Ridgeley, Penny Singleton, Larry Williams, 
| Selmer Jackson, Herbert Rawlinson, Emmet Vogan, James B. Carson, 


Grace Hayle, Marion Alden, Paulette Evans, Eddie Graham, Stuart Holmes, | New Quebec Censor Head 


| Jack Goodrich, Arthur Houseman, Jack Mower, Olaf Hytten, John Harron. | 


‘WHEN WERE YOU BORN” produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Wil- | Montreal, May 17. 
liam McGann; original screen play by Dr. Manley P. Hali and Anthony | Arthur Laramee, Montreal lawyer, 
Coldeway; photographed by L. William O'Connell. Cast: Anna May Wong,/is the new chairman of the Quebec 
| Margaret Lindsay, Lola Lane, Anthony Averill, Larry Williams, Charles | Moving Picture Censor Board 
Wilson, Frank Jaquet, James Stephenson, Xric Stanley, Maurice Cass, | I, it cE ge » Bes ulac. Leg lat 
Leonard Mudie, Olin Howland, Jeffrey Lynn, John Ridgeley, John Harron, |? 20'NS “usene Beawac. Megisialion 
Ben Hendricks, Gordon Hart, Jack Mower, Sidney Bracey. | ee ye rote yeep ei 

;@ernor in ouncl 0 renullc 1e@ Doar 
|_ ‘WHITE BANNERS,’ produced by Henry Blanke; directed by Edmund | and broaden its scope of activities 
| Goulding; screen play by Leonora Coffee from the J.loyd Douglas novel;|.. J... d by the Quebec Gove: 

photographed by Charles Rosher. Cast: Claude Rains, Fay Bainter, Bonita | was passed by the Quebec Govern- 

Granville, Edward McWade, James Stephenson, Frank Darien, Frank Sulli- | ment three months ago. 
| van, Cliff Saum, Jackie Cooper, Donald Crisp, Kay Johnson, Sally Anne,| This means stricter supervision of 
| Jack Mower, Lola Cheaney, Vera Lewis, Lottie Williams, Tom Wilson, | all pix coming into this province and 
Stuart Holmes, Glen Cavender, Jean Benedict. J. Farrell MacDonald, | particularly of those based on or 
rir Wood, Al Lloyd, Alice Lynden, Rex Evans, Peggy Stewart, Henry 'dealing with divorce in addition to 
P fen et Ma Ty what nl oe Se Rn RIGHTS RESERVED,’ pro- 

uce y David Lewis; directed by Michael Curtiz; screen play by Casey | ) oho -asure was . ee 
| Robinson; photographed by Ernest Haller. Cast: Rosalind RRuceell, Errol | : ba sg oad aero gage hats ggg An 
| Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, Walter Connolly, Spec O'Donnell, Dennie | ©4*!0", *Femier ree. ween 
Moore, Franklin Pangborn, Ward Bond, Joseph Crehan, Joe Cunningham, | that action was under consideration 
Lawrence Grant, Gloria Blondell, Carole Landis, Frank Coghlan, Jr., Al |to permit minors under 16, barred 
Herman, Edward McWade, Arthur Hoyt, Robert Warwick, Frank Jacquet,|for the past 10 years from admise- 
Stuart Holmes, William Haade, Maurice Cass, Charles Judels, Patric | sion to picture theatres, to see pic- 
Roa Gane a Faylen, Carol Hodgins, Sam McDaniels, Don | tures from which they might bene- 


| fit. Before, however, any such 
P este nia rg oo rte emi Sigs ted titled ‘DUDE RANCHER,’ pre; change is made, educational and 
| duced by Lou Edelman; directe y Lloyd Bacon; screen play by Earl '!, th ¢ ‘ities ee 
| Baldwin from play by Louis Pelletier, Jr., and Robert Sloane; photographed | per Pry nistect phere "= oe 
| by Arthur Edeson. Cast: Dick Powell, Priscilla Lane, Pat O’Brien, Dick . ? a 
Foran, Ann Sheridan, Ronald Reagan, Hobart Cavanaugh, Emma Dunn, Pa ee ee ee 
Granville Bates, Grace Hayle, Dennie Moore, Roselle Towne, James 
Stephenson, Harry Barris, Candida, Kay Johnson, Cliff Saum, Dorothy Gang Pulls Stakes 
| Vaughn, Sam Hayes, May Boley, Johnnie Davis, Jimmy Fox, Elizabeth 
| Risdon, Jack Moore, James Nolan, William Davidson, Franklin Farnum, Hollywood, May 17. 
Joe Hiestand, Ben Hendricks, Everett Vogan. Our Gang will move off the Hal 
‘THE AMAZING DR. CLITTERHOUSE,’ produced by Robert Lord; di- | Roach lot, where the moppets have 
been making briefies for 17 years, 
: as soon as their current untitled film 
G. Robinson, Claire Trevor, Humphrey Bogart, Allen Jenkins, Gale Page, 
Donald Crisp, Maxie Rosenbloom, Curt Bois, Bert Hanlon, Ward Bond, 
| Donald Briggs, Libby Taylor, Mike Lally, Frank Anthony, Joyce Williams, | , Outfit will shift to the Metro stu- 
| William Worthington, Edward Mortimer, Larry Steers, Edward Gargan, | dio for a series of 12 comedies for 
‘BOY MEETS GIRL,’ produced by Sam Bischoff: directed by Lloyd Ba- P A 
con; screen play by Sam and Bella Spewack from their play; photographed Let s See Your Knife 
Hollywood, May. 17. 
_Ridgeley, Harry Seymour. Bert Hanlon. Otto Fries, Bruce Lester, George | 
Hickman, Cliff Saum, William Haade, Clem Bevans, Hal K. Dawson, Peggy 
|; summer at Universai, Harry MacRae 
producing. 
screen play by George Bricker and N. W. Hanneman; photographed by Ar- 
thur Edeson. Cast: Johnny Davis. Lola Lane. Penny Singleton, Donald 
| Briggs, Larry Williams, Chester Clute, Margaret Lindsay, Jane Bryan, play opposite Deanna Durbin 
| Spencer Charters. ae ; ‘ 
from play by Tom Barry, ‘Courage’; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: | 
Kay Francis, Anita Louise, Dickie Moore, Bonita Granville, Bobby Jordan, 


production set for early June, 


re- 


| the ban against crime and violence 
pix already in force. 





—— 


rected by Anatole Litvak; screen play by John Wexley and John Huston; | 
| from play by Barre Lyndon; photographed by Tony Gaudio. Cast: Edward 
is completed under the direction of 
| Vladimir Sokoloff, Robert Homans, Romaine Callender, Winifred Harris, Gordon Douglas. 
| Thomas Jackson, Georgie Cane, Loia Chaney, Mary Fields, William Haade, | the 1938-'39 program. 
| Irving Bacon, Vera Lewis, Bruce Mitchell. wn 
| by Sol Polito. Cast: James Cagney, Ralph Bellamy, Marie Wilson, Pat | 
| O’Brien, Penny Singleton, Frank McHugh, Dennie Moore, Dick Foran, John | 
Boy Scout activities will be the 
theme of a Jackie Cooper serial this 
| Moran, Janet Shaw, John Harron, 
‘MR. CHUMP,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by William Clemens; 
Cliffhanger is due to follow ‘That 
Certain Age, in which Cooper will 
‘IN EVERY WOMAN'S LIFE,’ formerly titled ‘MY BILL,’ produced by 
| Bryan Foy; directed by John Farrow; screen play by Vincent Sherman | ‘FOX’ HOPS ALONG 
Hollywood, May 17. 


| Elizabeth Risdon, Maurice Murphy, Henry Otho, Pat O’Malley, Bernice! Edward Venturini will direct 
Pilot, Sidney Bracy, Virginia Brissac, Lottie Williams, Walter Young, Her- | ‘Return of the Fox.’ the Bill Bovd 
bert Rawlinson, Jan Holm, Tommy Bupp, Jerry Tucker, Don Hulbert. starrer in Harry Sherman's Hop- 

Warners Pix Now in Production along Cassidy series, due to roll this 


week at Paramount 


‘GARDEN OF THE MOON,’ produced by Lou Edelman: directed by 


Busby Berkeley: screen play by Richard Macauley and Jerry Wald from Norman Houston has finished the 
the SatEvePost serial by H. Bedford Jones and John Barton; photographed script for ‘Silver Trail Patrol,’ the 
by Tony Gaudio. Cast: Pat O’Brien, John Wayne, Margaret Lindsay, | ,,,, H ata oe rile ee 7 
Jimmy Fidler, Johnnie Davis, Melville Cooper, Isabel Jeans, Curt Bois, REX SOpalong picture. 


Granville Bates, Penny Singleton, Rosella Towne, Joe Venuta, Ray Mayer, 
Jerry Colonna, John Hiestand, Jack Mower, John Harron, Mabel Todd, Den- 


nie Moore, Edward McWade, Edgar Edwards, John Ridgeley, Mira McKin- SINCLAIR’S JONESEY 


ney, Harry Seymour, Larry Williams, Lew Harvey, Thomas Pogue. Jack Hollyweod, May 17 
Richardson, Charles Marsh, Harry Fox, Ralph Dunn, Sarah Edwards. Malcolm Sinclair directs the ninth 
‘VALLEY OF THE GIANTS’ (in Technicolor), produced by Lou Edel- Jones Family film. slated for produce 
man: directed by William Keighley; screen play by Seton I. Miller: from tion next month at 29th-Fo 
novel by Peter B. Kyne: photographed by Sol Polito; Allan Davey in charge Cay ' tit] [ ‘Saf ‘ lie Ar 
: rries title o salety in Nume 


of Technicolor Cast: Wayne Morris, Claire Trevor, Charles Bickford, Jack 


LaRue, John Litel. Frank McHugh, Donald Crisp, Russell Simnson. Dick 

Purcell, William Haade, Cy Kendall, Nat Carr. Wade Boteler. Helen Mac- 7 ; 
Kellar, Sol Gross, Don Turner, Tom Wilson, Cliff Saum, William Pawley. Making It Ring True 
Frederick Burton, Pierre Watkins, Herbert Rawlinson. Trevor Bardette Hollywood, Mav 17 


Paul Panzer, Jack Mower, George Chandler, Frank Darien, Don Barclay, Valentine Wood, retired naval oie 


Spencer Charters, Ben Hendricks. har 


, Will acta hnical advi: or on 
‘RACKET BUSTERS,’ produced by Sam Bischoff: directed by Llovd Ba- ‘Splinter Fleet the forthe 
con: screen play by Warren Duff and Robert Rossen: original sto her Rah apt a 
ni; sci piay OY Wart } “lk aha mover’ Mossen, original story b Rob naval film at 20th-Fox 
ert Rossen and Leonardo Bercovici; photographed by Arth Fideson ' art , 
: John Ford will direct the picture, 


(Cowinued on page 22) ,a Gene Markey productioa. 
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| EXPLOITATION :-: By Epes W. Sargent 
Parred R. Hood Whooped It Up 
Lancaster, Pa. Providence. 
Adding to the exploitation ‘natu-| Movita and John Carroll's arri val | 
rals’ provided by ‘Robin Hood’ Bert; Thursday (12) for week's personal | 
Leighton, manager of the WB Grand | with starring film, ‘Rose of the Rio 


here, gave the picture the 
with the assistance of a local archery 
elub. 

Club’s president 
try’s outstanding bow and arrow 
marksmen gave Leighton a big lift 
by boasting in a Sunday feature story 


one of the coun- 


that he could match the toughest 
trick in the picture. This is the shot 
in which Robin pulls his bow and 
splits the arrow of his opponent as tt 
sticks in the target. The incident was 
illustrated in the paper with a still 
from the picture. The archer tated 
that it was less difficult with modern 
equipment which is better than that 
used by Hood and offered to 


Robin 


demonsirate special arehery ex- 


hibition in one of the city parks the 
same afiernoon. The archers put on 
a great show tor a crowd of several 
hundred people and the star of the 
day matched Robin's trick as prom- 
jsed. This was good for a follow-up 
story in the paper. The club also 
provided bows, arrows, quivers and 
targets for lobby display and Leigh- 
ten finished off by converting it into 
a wooded glade with the box office 
trimmed up as a tiny castle in the 
middle of it and the cashier tricked 
eut as the Maid Marian 

Leighton also arranved a meet for 
anyone wanting to teke up archery, 
efiering to secure the services of 
some member of the club gratis to 
give preliminary instructions. He also 
staged a contest for the club mem- 
bers and later entertained them as | 


his guests at the theatre. 


Limited Joy 
Albany. 
Hearst’s Albany Times Union and 
Fabian’s Palace had a tieup under 
which the paper promoted a ‘Joy of 
Living’ contest, three couples being 
given $2 each f.or an evening's en- 
tertainment and submitting accounts | 
for publication, of the manner in} 
which they spent the coin. 
A prize of $15 was awarded to the 
pair who, in the opinion of the TU 
editorial staff, enjoyed the most fun 


on the $2 budget. The big-time-on-a- 
small-outlay is the central theme: of 


‘The Jov of Living.’ 


works | 


; American 


| orate 


Selected were a young married 
couple, well known in local musical- 
radio circles; a high school pair; a 
college twosome. Only limitation to 
the night’s high jinks was that the 
couples must remain with the $2 
boundary. 

Local Pinch Hitter 
Rochester. | 


Manager Jay Golden got a socialite 
1o play part of ‘vivacious lady’ in all- 
day bally stunt for the film’s RKO 
Palace run. 

Tieup with Times-Union and de- | 
pariment stores assures plenty no- | 
tice. Day’s activities will carry her 
from morning awakening through 
shopping tour. luncheon, 
party, tea, dinner, 
club. She'll wear at least one of the 
original costumes from the film. 


bridge | 
theatre and night | 


' scribes, 


Grande,’ 
big-time 
Met 


celebrities 
at Union 


welcome. 
station by 
Legion Band 
800 spectators. A parade 


and 


city was climaxed with a welcome in 


Mayor Dunne’s office, where they | 
were handed the keys to the city 

Radio plugs, tie-up with depart- 
ment stores, Brown University, Lig- 
gett’s stores, and personal appear- 
ances at Rhode Island Home Exposi- 
tion, Lions Club and Town Criers., 
kept names before pub! c 

Some Brown U. student was in 
line for a date with Movita ith the 
grown Daily Herald plugging the 
story and the boys writing mash 
notes to her. She pick the datee 
from mash notes received Other 


stunts included mailing of 
sonal letters to Providence 
Hollywood and the 
3,000 name cards by 
Reiner, p.a. from 
office, 
ging advance 
welzome 


folk fron 


ushers. 
Monogram’s 


New Train Gag 


2,000 per- 


? 


distribution of 
Manny 

home 
worked with Ed Reed in plug- 
notice and in arranging 


One of the New York stores has 
developed a new stunt to be worked 
with a toytrain outfit Designed to 


call attention to 
ments in remote conirol, 
good for theatre use, for 
with a toy train means b.o. 

Store has fitted up a 
trackage with a 


the new develop- 
but Just as 
any 
coin, 
itches 


train, Sw 


siunt 


signal lights all operated from a pair 


of switchboards. Contestant 


cone 


trols the operation of the train, while 


ings or halting for danger signals. 
Boy who makes the fastest time un- 
der perfect operation to get the set. 

Can be worked in the lobby or in 
the cooperating store, and will tie 
the men up in gangs. A more elab- 
installation could be made in 
the theatre mezzanine, if the noise 
cannot reach the auditorium, and the 


5l-piece | 
about 
about the | 


| treasurer 
considerable | 
and 


| North 


| Russell 


|Glen 


a store attendant puts on the red 
lights, danger signals and the like. 
Idea is to take the train over the 
track in the shortest possible time, 
|but penalties imposed for not stop- | 
ping at stations, whistling for cross- 


ROXY’S TAX ARREARS 


| Howard C. Cullman, as outgoing 
trustee of the Roxy Theatre Corp., | 
was ordered by Federal Judge Caffey 
| Friday (13) to settle the N. Y. State 


at Strand, took on aspect of | tax claims against the corpor ation 


| for the years 1930-1936 for 
The State had originally 
total of $16,000, including 


$9.951. 
sought a 
interest. 


Colbert “Back Home 


After four months abroad, Claud- 


ette Colbert left for Coast Monday 
(16) to discuss plans for her next 
at the Paramount studio, She re- 
turned from Europe same day 
Studio has three stories as Colbert 
possibilities but pending her arrival 
west, none will be set prior to dis- 


cussions with the 


Olympe Bradn: accompanied bv 
her mother, teacher and Clifi 
Lewis, on from Par studio, left New 


York Monday (16) for Hollywood. 





Theatres-Exchanges 





Houston, May 17. 

The Yale, sixth of string of subur- 
ban houses operated by Interstate, 
opens May 20. Al Lever, city man- 
ager, is shifting John Arnold, man- 
ager of the North Main, to manage 
the new theatre, with John Boyd, 
junior executive of the local Inter- 


state group, as assistant manage: and 
Ray Hay, manager of the 
will replace Arnold at the 
Main. Joe MacDonald, of 
Eastwood, shifted to Tower, 
Rindy, formerly assistant at 
takes over Eastwood. 
Juergens, of Metropolitan, re- 
places Rindy at Maj. 


Tower, 


Majestic, 


Omaha, May 17. 
Tri-States Theatres Corp. Monday 


| (16) purchased property at 40th and 


| luxe 
| early in fall. 
| from Harold 
| land, 


trouble will probably be to keep the | 


oldsters from ousting the 

Nothing seems to 
peal equal to a 
grown-up bovys., 
publicity can be 
picture. 


kids, 
possess an 
toy train to 
and the 
tied tc 


the 


almost any 


Shot Up the Lawns 

In an effort to make 
and environs conscious of 
ventures of Robin Hood,’ 


‘The 


Hollywood 
Ad- 
now having | 


its Coast premiere day and date at 
| Warners’ Hollywood and Downtown 
_theatres, the Warner Bros. publicity 


| department planted nearly 4,000 ar- 
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BROADWAY & 45th STREET ONLY 


“BLUEBEARD’S &th 
Shep Fields Orch. 


WIFE” 

—Starting Thurs.— 
“PEST PILOT” 

And Big Stage Show 





ROKBEKT MONTGOMERY 
VIRGINIA BRUCE 


“YELLOW JACK” 
yAPITOL =: 


om SMASH WEEK! | 

















Dees then 
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TIMES 
SQULAKE 


Bing Crosby | |™ 
||*Dr. Rhythny ew 


_ and His Orc 
BEATRICE | MINEVITCH 
| LILLIE 


BOYS 


|| PARAMOUNT. 


Person 


‘ 


ap- | 


resultant | 
| house has been built. 


| rows on the front lawns of local 
residents. All tied in with the local 
engagements. Particular attention 
was faid to the homes of local | 


| 
| 
| 


|| tion and advertising for 





| Teh Av. & 50th a 


ROXY 


“Kentucky 


Moonshine” 


which it will erect a de 
Ready for operation 

Real estate secured 
J. Rosewater, of Cieve- 
has Dodge street frontage 45 
feet and runs 200 feei along west side 
of 40th. 


Dodge on 
nabe. 


Troy, N. Y. 
The 26-year-old Bijou, North Troy | 
nabe, closed its doors last week and 


wreckers went to work, preparatory 
to construction of a modern 600- 
seater on the site. A section of new 
during the last 
seven months, adjacent to present 
theatre, one of city’s first pix’s. Wil- 
liam F. Wilson is erecting the new 
Bijou for his three sons, Charles F., 
James J. and: William J. Wilson, 
present operators, 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 

| Kalamazoo-Michigan Theater Corp. 
is building a new 725-seat theatre 
| here, and expects to have it ready 
for opening in early fall. Proposed 
name has been changed from the 
| Mayfair to the Uptown. 


St. Augustine, Fla. 
| Construction has begun on a new 
| $100,000 theatre on Cathedral street, 
| a few doors trom the historic church 
| edifice that gives the street its name. 
To be known as the Mantanza, the 
new theatre in 
| Spanish will harmonize with the re- 
| storation program now being carried | 
| out in St. Augustine. E. J. Sparks, 
| owner and operator 
| in 35 cities of Florida, announces his 
| new house will seat 1,200 and will 
open by September. 
W vandotte. 
Associated Theaters, Inc., ops of a 
chain of film spots in Wyandotte and 
| in Highland Park..Trenton, Flint and 
| Three Rivers, Mich., plans a new 
| $200.000 theatre. Spot will seat about 
[a persons. 


Sacramento. 
| Roxie theatre reopened under 
| management of Paul Aglietti, former 
, San Francisco operator. 
Philadelphia. 
‘Variety Club’ tendering E. M. Oro- 
witz a welcome reception at its Bel- 
levue - Stratford headquarters. Or- 
owitz first started in the business as 
| exploitation representative for Para- 
| mount; exploitation director for 
| Stanley theatres and went to New 


| York to direct publicity. exploita- 
RKO thea- 





| tre chain. 
! 


SETTLED FOR $9,951. 


and | 


| perimentation. 


sixteenth century | 


of 100 theatres | 


Wadnaenny, Bsa. i 18, 1938 
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(Continued from page 1} 


biggest star names available, are 
struggling hopelessly behind the 
weekly amortization tables. Which 


| means that at the end of the fifth 
quarter, or 65 weeks after general 
release, some of these pictures will 
not have recouped their negative in- 


vestment, print and advertising 
charges and costs of distribution. The 
deficits will be carried over by ac- 


countants into the write-off columns. 
From then on the carried at 
$1 value 
Can’t Cheat on Product 

Any prevailing 
that Hollywood 
tend to cope with the 
office apathy by resorting to cheaply 


film is 


Broad- 


in- 


opinion on 
wavy producers 


national box- 


made films is erroneous. After weeks 
of silent reflection over the income 
sheets, some sharp pruning of un- 
necessary personel in studio organ- 


izations and some 
schedules to absorb accumulated 
costs, the producers are now turning, 


somewhat behind the seasonal date, 
to fight their way out of the finan- 
cial gloom. 

| Among certain conclusions which 
producing heads have agreed upon 
is that there is something drastic 
which is bothering the exhibitor pa- 
tient, which good pictures alone will 


not cure. Examination of distribution 
film rental reports has opened the 
eyes of some of the top executives 
here to the deficiencies of prevailing 
marketing conditions. And the dark 
gentlemen in the woodpile are the 
double-bill, the long anticipated pub- 
lic reaction to bank nite, 
free dishes, and the 


general low 


| standard of exhibition showmanship 


which these needling methods has 
fostered. 
Hollywood is quite willing to take 


its share of the blame for the exhor- 
bitant studio overheads, misappraised 
artistic values and extravagant ex- 
But 
doesn’t intend to let the opportunity 
pass to register its squawk for co- 
operation in the economy drive, and 
for more spirited marketing and ex- 
hibiting of films. 

Head of one of the studios here 
who has been debating the financial 
question with New York executives 
took time out recently to trace the 
course of events which led his plant 
to a policy of trying to make 30 low 
cost negatives to fit in with 20 class 
A pictures. The decision, he said, 
was not his, but came from the distri- 
bution 


department three years ago 
when the major affiliated theatre 
circuits, impatient with the gradual 


and healthy increase in public pat- 
ronage, jumped overnight into double 
| billing of features. 


Disney) and ‘In Old Chicago,’ (20th. 
Fox), all expensive pictures, are ex. 
amples which Hollywood is using on 
its side of the argument that the only 
sure panacea for the curren‘ lag in 
receipts is courageous production of 
quality films. This is true particu- 
larly of the several major plants 


' which have established personalities 


revamping of| 


screeno and , 


the West Coast | 


He recounted that ! 


; he had pointed out at that time that | 


| the change in exhibition policy was 
!unsound and put a premium on 
mediocrity. Quality, he said, would 
‘find its level at the top, 
| makeshift films, lacking 
| ship ingredients of star names and 
' good sound story material, in a short 
while would be a drug on the market. 
| There would be an_ occasional 
| ‘small’ picture which would play way 
|out of its class and do A_ business. 
That, he declared, was within the 
numerical possibilities. In the long 
run, however, rising costs of produc- 
tion in the film industry, as in other 
industries, soon would push the price 
of negatives beyond the limits of 
profitable return from the under spot 
on dual programs. 

Much of what he anticipated has 
come to pass. Only some annoying 
angles he did not foresee have made 
| the turnabout in production more 
| difficult at this time. Under the spur 
of a revived boxoffice a vear ago, am- 
| bitious plans for the production of 
from four to 15 expensive pictures 
were made by each of the studios. It 
was never anticipated in East-West 
conferences, he said, that these fi!ms 
would be double-billed and there- 
fore compelled to share film rental 
returns with a lesser film. Yet that is 
what has happened generally. 

Quality Pays Off 

Profitable boxoffice careers of “Test 

Pilot’ (MG), ‘Snow White’ «(RKO- 


| 


Advance Production Chart 


(Continued 








from page 21) 


| ALL Q5e TO —On the Stege— , Cast: George Brent. Gloria Dickson, Humphrey Bogart. Allen Jenkins, 
SEATS 1PM. New Stage Shew | Oscar O'Shea. Robert Strange, Jack Mower, Cliff Saum, Vera Lewis, Penny 
= = | Singleton, Walter Abel, Joseph Downing. 
| ACT,” formerly titled ‘BECAUSE OF A MAN,’ produced by 
Rabie enjamin Glazer; directed by Michael Curtiz; screen play by Julius J. 
crrr MUSIC HALL Epstein from novel by Fannie Hurst: photographed by Ernest Haller. Cast: 
ELD ovna | Jefirey Lynn, Lola, Priscilla and Rosemary Lane, May Robson, Claude 
_ x Rains, Gale Page, Jules Garfield, Dick Foran, Frank McHugh. 

6“ 9 | ‘GIRLS ON PROBATION,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William 
McGann; original screen play by Crane Wilbur: photographed by Arthur 
| Todd. Cast: Jane Bryan, Sheila Bromley. Susan Hayward, Ronald Reagan. 
Spectacular Stage Productions | Anthony Averill, Jaines Nolan, Larry Williams, Arthur Hoyt, Elizabeth 

| | Risdon, Esther Dale, Sig Rumann. 











and the | 
showman- | 


on their starring lists. Some of the 
studios, less equipped, must perforce 
resort to freelarce casting and story 
selections demanding available char- 


acter people of proven talent. But 
the mixture, under one studio man- 
agement, of big films and quickly 
turned out product, except in series 
just doesn’t pay off. 

Shock to some of the eastern ex- 
perts has been ‘the first hand infor- 
mation on the exhibition end of the 
business which a few of the prodix 
tion heads have tossed on the table 
during the economy discussions. Se- 
lecting at random a few key cities, 


where all the first runs are controlled 
by one or more of the affiliated 
chains, producers have compared the 
season’s returns with film rentals 
paid in comparable situations owned 
and operated by independent exhibi- 
tors. In every instance, it is said, the 
independents have paid higher film 
rentals than the affiliated operators 
Producers have asked what the dis- 
tributors intend to do next season in 
such controlled spots. The answers 
have not been entirely satisfactory to 


Hollywood. Distribution heads state 
that in numerous cities the films are 
frozen to affiliated theatres, many 
owned in partnership, under long 
term franchise deals. Some of these 
may be in for new negotiations. 
Make no mistake about it. Holly- 


wood isn't taking its scolding without 
talking back. And the bigvest 
from here in the next few 
will be expensive pictures, 
under lower overheads, 


noise 
months 
produced 


Eastman’s $1.50 


Eastman Kodak directors declared 


a quarterly cash dividend of $1.50 
last week, which was in line with 
Wall’ Street expectations. This 


makes $5 
paid on 
year. 


that has been declared or 
the common thus far this 
Divvy is payable July 2 to 
stock on record June 5. Stock went 
up 4'2 points net on the day (May 
11) declaration was announced. Di- 
rectors declared the same amount 
on the preferred, payable on the 
same date to stock of record June §&. 

CBS’ 25c. 

Columbia Broadcasting Co. 4de- 
clared a cash dividend of 25c. on 
both Class A and B stocks last week, 
divvy being payable June 10 to 
stockholders on record, May 27. In 
making this declaration, it was 
|pointed out that CBS had been 
undergoing an expansion program 
| calling for considerable expenditures 
|and that the change in dividend from 
the last 40c. quarterly rate reflects 
the company’s policy of financing 
expansion from earnings so that the 
cash position could be maintained, 


Phyllis in the Money 


Hollywood, May 17. 

Darryl Zanuck has added Phy}lis 
Brooks to the supporting cast of 20th- 
Fox's ‘Straight, Place and Show,’ 
Ritz Bros. starrer. 
David Butler, director, recently re- 
'turned from Louisville, where he 
filmed backgrounds of the Kentucky 
Derby for the picture, based on a 
tale by Damon Runyon. 








U TOO 
Hollywood, May. 17. 
Success of aviation pictures caused 
Universal to hop off last week with 
| the announcement that ‘Flying Ca- 
dets’ will go into production early 
this summer. 
Story, written by Julian Blaustein, 
formmer Army student pilot, is localed 
at Randolph Field, Tex. 


————— - 


Norman Alley’s Lectures 
Norman Alley, Universal newsreel- 
man, who achieved fame through his 
filming of the Panay bombing Jast 
year, will go on an extensive lecture 
tour next fall. 


Clark Getts handling bookings. 








ANIMATED CARTOON 
DIRECTOR-WRITER 


Will be avaliable Jane Ist. Present 
connection informed ef this ad. 
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SPOT BIZ TAKES 


RADIO 








NOT FLATTERING N.A.B. | 


Trade attention has been focused 


inconspicuous persons suggested for 
Association of Broadcasters. 
real danger 


‘Lemon’ 
station 


is the precise language | 
executives. 


the paid presidency 
Insiders, 
of any of these lemons being 


upon the number 


of inhi 


however, report that there is no 
picked, 
yeing used by some of the network and 


What seems to be happening is that certain radio men see no harm in 


flattering this or that personag 
takes most of the ‘nominations’ 
involved feel good. 


e by 


Some of the suggestions have 


launching a 


seriously 


been so 
the nominating pals have been closely 


Nobody 


it seems to make the parties 


junior boomlet. 


and 


obviously and extremely 


scrutinized for 


silly that 
some telltale wink. 


It calls for poker-facing of a high order. 


A different slant on the kidding around is that the practical jokers may 


be flattering their 
tion for 


friends for 
a gag of the names of 


ing general- 
a sure-fire method of 
broadcasting industry. 


instilling 


Paid president of the N.A.B., 
must be a bigger 
clean of any 


man than a big 
suggestion of a 


they're not 
obscure 
ought to have prestige and ought to be filled by 
not clique—enthusiasm is not deemed, by 
confidence, either 


if he is to have 
man’s protege 
political 


flattering the N.A.B. Identifica- 
a man capable of inspir- 
many broadcasters, 


inside or outside the 


magic or effectiveness, 
And must be hospital- 


Any 


pay-off. 


yarde’s Frenzied 


AKRON HOLDS YS" inccrcity ‘Air’ Acting 


CLINIC FOR 
SALESMEN 


Akron, O., May 17. 

A successful ‘sales clinic’ has just 
been held here under the auspices 
of the Ohio Broadcasters Assn. Fred 
Bock, sales manager of WADC, 
Akron, talked 14 Ohio stations into 
putting up $50 each to defray costs 
of the meeting. 

Whole idea germinated from 
Bock’s complaint that stations hire 
almost anybody that declares him- 
self or herself to be a time seller 


Actually most of the radio salesmen 
know very little about radio and not 
very much about salesmanship. 

Present idea is to have sales clinics 
twice a year, 


Cimcinnati, 
Twelve salesmen from competing 
auto agencies in Greater Cincy will 
ba allowed two minutes each to 
blurb their cars in a half-hour pro- 
gram on WCKY May 19 at 9:30 p. m. 
Time is on the house, Listeners will 
be invited to vote for their choice of 
the best salesman in the lot. Winner 
is to receive a bronze medal from 
L. B. Wilson, head of the station. 
E. C. ‘Jim’ Krautters and Jack 
Thornquest, of the WLW-WSAT sales 
department, represented Crosley or- 
ganization at sales meeting of the 
Ohio Broadcasters Association § in 
Akron. 


May 17. 


MARY PICKFORD 
SPONSOR-STAR 


Campbell-Ewald is working on a 
program for Mary Pickford’s cos- 
metic line. It will likely include 
the picture actress. St. John Brenon 
ig the account executive. 

Miss Pickford’s previous connec- 
tion with radio was as m.c. for a 
CBS series bankrolled by icedealers 
and as central figure for a stock 
company idea for Royal Gelatin. 








Joe Penner Available 


Hollywood, May 17. 
Joe Penner is casting about for 
new sponsor in fall as Cocomalt is 
understood leaving air. Meanwhile 


Lawton Campbell, radio head of 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, is here for 
discussions with Al Jolson on new 
Lifebuoy contract. 

Edward Robinson-Claire Trevor 
‘Big Town’ recently set for new 
Stretch of 26 weeks, starting alter 


summer layoff, 


Patch’ at 


' family for 


' Mundorff and Lee Little. 
nearly a third of the CBS personnel | 


tty 
ety 


Garde, 
heavy 
dashing last week for 
programs. 
York as ‘Mrs. 
NBC 


radio actress, did 


some cross country studio 


cessive Went on in New 
Wiggs of the Cabbage 
and then jumped into 
‘Lorenzo Jones’ sketch as Belle 
Jones. Third program required a 
jump to Boston where she was on 
the Al Pearce ‘Watch the Fun Go 
By’ program, 

After the repeat Pearce broadcast 


the 


at 1:30 a.m. in Boston she hopped the 
train to N. Y. in time for her 10 a.m. 
‘Mrs. Wiggs’ assignment at NBC next 


morning 


WABC ANNOUNCERS’ 
SOVIETIZED COTTAGE 


Group of WABC, N .Y., announcers 


ind producers have jointly taken a 
house at Lake Hopatcong, N. J., for | 
the summer. Boys don’t see enough | 
of one another during the working 
day, and so are making it one happy 


the summer, 

In on the rental deal are John 
Allen Wolf, Arthur Millet, Jack 
Stapp, Paul LaPorte, Ray Passman, 
Bert Parks, Frank Gallop, 
Edwards, felville Allen, 


in John Carlile’s production depart- ! 


ment, 


| tory 


;onec 





Adopt Sign Language 


Buffalo, May 12. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
Last year’s Variety Radio Direc- 
carried a series of signs used by 
announcers and production men in 
programs and rehearsals. I believe 
there are about 20 of them in the 
book indicating everything from 
‘move closer to the mike’ to ‘snap 
out of it, you’re running over.’ 


The boys here recently held a meet- 


ing and decided to make the VARIETY | 


of the National | 


job-seekers with a position that | 


a series of suc- 





QUARTER HRS. 


Despite Long Faces Within 
Industry, Contracts Closed 
Since April 1 by Clark 


Org Belies Pessimism 


SCATTERED 


Despite the general plaint among 
station sales reps that they have} 
been having a tough time snagging | 


new Transameri- 
Television Corp. 
has cleared 69 quarter-hours of new 
April 1 These 69 
running on a week 
disc or live program 
one to 17 sta- 
list. Busi- 


spot accounts, the 
can Broadcasting & 
business 
units are 
~dule 


over 


since 


now 


<< 


sche via 


anywhere from 


tions on Transamerican’s 


ness was acquired through both the 
New York and the Chicago offices 
Following is a list of the accounts 
Weekly 
Sponsors No. 4 Hrs. 
Griffin Mfg... ee ee i 
Internat. Harvester...... 6 
Gugker Dats. coisiicvccas a) 
BAviMmGn BOOM. 6 icc siasces 3 
Chicago Bedding 3 


Dreft 
Libby-McNe ill- L 
Manhattan Soap 
Sinclair Oil... 
Armstrong Cork 
Knox 
Utilities 
Popsicle , ; 
Hamilin’s Ojl..... 
Bath-o-sweet 
General F 
Blackstone 


Gelatin 


Engines 


ring 


ods 


IW WwW WNW Ww OIW BS UI 


Halo Shampoo ; 
Oneida Silver J 
DRONE os ire ad oasa whee be ] 
Brown & Williamson.... 2 
Vocational Service at 
There are also the 40 quarter-| 
hours a week that Procter & Gam- 


ble has ordered on the California 


Network, but whose starting date 
has been deferred until a policy an-| 
gle projected by NBC is straight- | 
ened out, 


CBS REFUSES 
CRIME STORY 


CBS turned down Blackett-Sam- 
ple-Hummert’s offer to place the 
‘Alias Jimmy Valentine’ show for 
Dr. Lyon’s Toothpowder on the | 
ground that it didn’t want to be 
identified with any more crime stan- 
zas. Network figured that it had 
enough headaches from ‘Gang Bust- 


Ralph | 
Arthur | 
Total is | 


| ers’ (Palmolive). 
Show starts on the NBC blue for 
| this account June 6. 





Tires Not Sharing 


Radio Directory symbols standard for | 


WGR and WKBW. 
Would it be possible to get extra 


copies of those pages on which the | 
symbols appeared? It would be help- | 


ful to have them for each studio and 
for the control booth. 
Addison Busch, 
Advertising and Publicity 
Director, WKBW-WGR. 


‘Goldbergs’ 3rd Time Hop 


‘Goldbergs’ switch time 
30 from 12:15 p. m 


again May 
to 1 p. m. on 


CBS. 
It's the third switch within a year 
for the family program, which 


dropped to its current spot from a 


4:30 p. m. slot. 
Thompson's Summer Layoffs 
J. Walter Thompson agency has 


laid off around 25 employees in its 
New York Retrenchment for 


office. 
mmel 
No important posts swept, and only 


asualty in the radio department. 





| 


| Indications are that all the major 
| tire companies will be on the air 
‘with campaigns of one type or an- 
other during the next few weeks. | 
| Latest brand that’s arranging to do 
something is Goodyear. Spot mara- 
thon pending through Arthur Kud- 


ner, Inc. 
Heavily 

the auto 

forcing the 


reduced requirements in 
field is 


step up 


manulacturing 


tire element to 


their ballyhoo among car owners, | 
figuring there's a huge percentage 
yf the latter who. while hesitating 


to buy new vehicles, will readily 
subseribe to the suggestion of re- 
tiring for the summer rollaround 


U. S. Tires is backir 
yn CBS, while G 
tone are already involved in 


AFA SPIELER 


i exec 


| Dor 
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To Network from Selling Agent 





NBC is readying a heavy 
ule of exploitation 

On May 25 
shindig at the 


( hed 


is tossing general 
Drake hotel 
will play host to all people who 
have a share in the broadcast 
activities of General Mills. 


and 











SET FOR CONY. 
JUNE 12-16 


| 


A Sunday to Thursday convention 
and series § conventions-within- 
i}econventions will occupy the Hotel 
| Statler, Detroit, June 12-16, inclusive, 
for the Advertising Federation of 
| America Switch puts Craig Law- 
| rence of KRNT, Des Moines, in the 
| chair for the sales managers division 


National Association of I 


will hold a conclave. 
Buffalo was o1 
i to preside 


of the 
casters which 
Lew Avery ri 
schedule 


Chief 


sroad- 


iginally 


before the 
tion will include Roy Durstine of 
B.B.D. & O. handling the theme, ‘Ad- 
vertising Must Put on a Good Show.’ 
Edward F. McGrady, labor 


speakers conven- 


relation 


| liaison for RCA, will discuss ‘Labor, 
Industry and the Public.’ 
i} Lowell Thomas and Henry Ober- 
|}meyer are the toppers for the pro- 
sram committee and Leo Nejelski of 
|Swift & Co. is the get-out-the-dele- 
sates chairman Joe Hartigan of 
Campbell-Ewald is chairman of the 
Detroit welcome brigade. Detroit 
station staffers with official responsi- 


bilities include Ruth Franklin Crane 


lof WJR and A. M. Dantzer of WXYZ 
'Tommy Dorsey will play for the 
banquet 
Public Utilities Advertising Assn., 
| of which Kenneth Magers of Cincin- 
|nati is the president, will devote 
session to radio. Bob Landry 


ober orn and C. EF. Hooper, 
| checke will make talks. 


radio 


| ‘tele Wing’ in East 


| Kellogg is spotting the ‘Howie 
Wing’ serial in the East, using mar- 
kets the miller isn’t 
| rolling baseball broadcasts 


are WCAE, 


where 
Among 


| those set Pittsburgh, and 


| WBAL, Baltimore 

| Virginia Dare is in for a spot cam 
|paign through the Young & Rubi- 
re am agency 


Motors Attitude; 





HERB SANFORD, BBD&O. 


TOURS WITH DORSEY 


Herbert Sanford, 


will be 
sey band for the 
not more, to 
Williamson 
take them 


B.B.D.& O 
the Tommy 
next 10 weeks, if 
Brown & 

Swing will 
incinnati, Des 


radio 
out with 
supervise the 
broade ast 
through C 


Moines. Chicago, Detroit and Denver 
with the band playing theatre date 
in each of these spot and wind up 
in Los Angele where Dorsey 
lated to open at the Palomar caf 
June 29°) fo 2 minimum of fou 
yveeks 

Whiie y” ’ Coon Sanford witli 
also look i me spot broadca 
Ing t i ; Lu t 4 y 


—_ > 
) 
Welcome Back Party || 
. 
Chicavo, May 17 
Ha ine rotten the General 
Mills hou back on it web 





NBC's legal department and of- 

i ficial family scurried tovether for a 
eries of huddles last week after the 
fransamerican Broadcasting & Tete- 
vision Corp. had informed the wet 
that it would institute a restraint of 
trade action if any further attempt 


were made to bar th California 
(McClatchy-KFWB-KYA) Network 
from servicing a contract that it had 
Procter & Gamble 
order was to started 

(16) volved 4% 


-hour units a week 


obtained from 
P& G 
Mondays 


quarter 


have 
and In 


In order to fulfill this contract the 
California froup, which includes 
four McClatchy station all of which 
ire affiliated with NBC ould have 
recorded the program lirect from 
NBC wire to the Coast, or white 
the latter network was feeding the 
how to its own KFI, Los Angeles. 
NBC took the position that the ar- 

ngement worl | it between 

‘ransamerican, which represents the 

‘alifornia Network, and P & G was 

‘ainst NBC's policy of Jetting any 
but its own affiliates broadcast NBC- 


originated 
NBC beg 
thumbsdown 


programs 

in to modify its adamant 
attitude Friday after- 
noon when it suggested that the Me- 
Clatchy Group permit NBC to‘ do 
the billing direct to P & G 
have the relationship treated as a 
‘special delayed broadcast.’ Trans- 
american firmly objected to this pro- 


and thus 


posal on the ground that NBC would 
be cutting itself in on busine that 
it had made no attempt to obtain 


It was also pointed out 
ing the acceptance ot 
was leaving itself to 
tion from 
terference 


that by fore- 
NBC 
another 


such deal 
still 


Transamevica, 


Ce 
namely, tine 


with the performance of 


contractual relations existing be- 
tween McClatchy ind ‘Transameri- 
can 
Okay With CBS 

Two of the quarter-hour shows 
(The Goldber ind ‘Vic and Sade’) 
in the California Network contract 
were to be picked up from a CBS 


wire by the instantaneous recording 


route. Columbia readily granted 
this permission. NBC's station re- 
; lations department has taken the 
*| stand that once a program is cleared 
over an NBC hookup it’s an NBC 
group and it has the right to dictate 


where its recorded version is to go. 


NBC recently turned down per- 
mission for Transamerican to record 
| off the wire all NBC Blackett- 


bank- | 


Sample-Hummert programs as part 
of a spot placement deal, but Trans- 
american elected not to make an is- 
sue of this case. NBC has its own 
commercial transcription recording 
setup jointly operated with its af- 
filiate, RCA Manufacturing Co, Inc. 

McClatchy group is currently be- 
ing fed for the first time by the Don 


Lee Network Program is ‘Don’t 
You Believe It.’ which Sensatioa 
cigarets (Lorillard) has KFRC, San 
| Francisco, originating for it. All 


WGR's Musical Clock, 


, 
| Buffalo Musical 


Goodyear Latest Spot Recruit 


five McClatchy 

cig’s hookup 
Schedule calls 

stations a week 


the 


stations are in 


for two 15-minute 


C.A.B. PLEASE NOTE 


Clocker Asks Lis- 
teners to Register via Auto Horns 


Buffalo, 
BuehiIman, who 
can 


May 17. 
operates 
determine 


Clinton 


if he has listeners without resorting 
| to C.A.B He broadcasts from 7 te 
9 am. from the 18th floor studio 
overlooking downtown Buffalo. The 
majority of citizens are driving to 
work at that time 

juechiman therefore gives a ‘root- 
te-toot-toot’ on an autohorn in the 
studio and asks motorists who are 
tuned in to give a responding ‘toet, 
toot’ on their cac horns. A wave of 
toots come up from the street ind 
through the studio window faintly. 
All over town there are toot One 
noroing Jast “ck even a tugboat 


* harbor jomed in, 


Mike Nidorf and Warren Pearl of 


R-O'’K off io Chicazs branch for a 
e] Tommy Martin Hitz hotel 
i ict, off to Dalla . Te look ce 


SPURT 


TRANSAME RICAN ¢ Policy Complications Prompt Warnings 


eer 


ee 


| 


~ 
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‘PUBLIC OPINION, NOT PRUDES, SHOULD My 
REGULATE RADIO ENTERTAINMENT’ 





Mark Ethridge Tells Bar Assn. Complicity of Wash-| 
ington in the Bad Practices of Past Cannot Be 


Overlooked in Moral Preachments 


—_———___——_ a 


Washington, May 17. 
Broadcasting industry has emerged 
from adolescence and deserves treat- 
ment as an adult, with unbiased gov- 


ernmental supervision and end of 
policies which cause uncertainty, 
Mark Ethridge, temporary president 
of the National Association of Broad- 
casters, declared Monday (16) at an- 
nual Federal Communications Bar 
Assn. dinner. Muffled peeves against 


the Federal Communications Com- 
mission were made as Ethridge, fol- 
lowing example of David Sarnoff, Wil- 
liam S. Paley, Lenox Lohr and Paul 
Kesten, warned governmental au 

thorities against stifling progress and 
registered strong protests against dic- | 
tatorial regulation, | 


Broadcasters should not be treated | 


as prisoners at the bar, WHAS, 
Louisville, executive said, both regu- 
lators and operators must realize 


radio has grown up, shaping their 
conduct to encourage best uses of the 
medium. Chief need is a permanent 
policy which will end confusion and 
uncertainty, Ethridge said. He called 
temporary license practice ‘grossly 
unfair, unjustifiable and even whim- 
sical.’ Six month franchises do not 
serve any useful purpose, political 
influence should be eradicated and | 
excessive program supervision should 
be curbed. If there is anything fun- 


damentally wrong with American, 
broadcasting, Federal authorities 


must assume large part of the blame, 
Ethridge averred. 

Monopoly, which he said has been 
charged prematurely by one of the| 
persons obligated to judge the in- 
dustry, could not exist ‘without bene- 
fit of the midwifery of the Commis- 
sion’ while government, which certi- 





| ballyhoo 


| Phil Lasky, 





Who, Me? 


Holiywood, May 17. 
Announcer at KFI-KECA for 


years, Doug Evans has been set 
at Universal for a part in 
‘Afraid to Talk.’ 











SAN FRANCISCO 
IS OPTIMISTIC 





San Francisco, May 17. 
Although biz about 30°) all 
over town, the night spots and the- 
atres being particularly hard hit, one 
local industry which hasn’t as yet 


is off 





felt the effects of recession is radio. | 


This in spite of the widely spread 
that San Francisco has 
lost its 
wood, 


Lloyd E. Yoder, of NBC, Wilbur 
Eickelberg, manager of KFRC, and | 
manager of KSFO, all 
agree radio commercial time is at 
its greatest peak in local history and} 
the future is bright indeed. (Busi-| 
ness in.wadio is about 25% 
last year.) 

In San Francisco are located two! 


owns and operates. To keep them 


running, 200 employes are required | 


radio production to Holly-| 


| 
} 
| 


| 


above] , 
| air use of the name and access to the 
| insurance. company’s files while on 


of the stations which NBC 4 
| 


on a permanent payroll, not count- 
ing the hundreds of musicians, ac- | 
tors and singers hired on a fee basis. 
On the payroll are 43 engineers, 19 
announcers, a Sales staff of 15. About | 


fied every operator's fitness, has com- | $159,000 is spent yearly on musicians | | 


plete power to Jearn facts about | 


every industry member. 


| at NBC alone. 
New Columbia 


There is no desire on part of broad- | dios here in the Palace Hotel will be 


casters to ‘dominate the Commission,’ 
but commercial basis of radio must 


|}open around July 15th. 


| 


be’ recognized. Ethridge decried at- | 


tempts to force broadcasters to feed| ment of 
public.| There will be 


culture and education to 
Great progress made in past few| 
years but improvement must 

gradual and listener tastes cannot be 


The invest- 
ment in the studios and the station’s 
new transmitter represent an invest- 
approximately $500,000. 
six studios, two of 
which will have seating accommoda- 
be | tions of 300 each. Following the 
+ | ssenndetion of its studios in Holly- 


raised by official decrees forcing sta- | wood, NBC will turn to San Fran- 
tions to build programs according to! cisco where the network expects to 


ideas of regulators. Imposition of ‘any 
sort of stifling regulations concerning 
program content’ would be generally 
injurious. 

Public opinion rather than govern- 
mental prudes should be censors. 
Government and public should real- 
ize that air does not belong to any 
particular group. Broadcast industry 
needs freedom of action to serve 
publie interest. Program regulation 
should not be carried to extremes. 
‘Responsible broadcasters would like 
to feel that the era of political pres- 
sure is at an end: That cases which | 


Commission are decided upon merit, 
rather than 
sideration.’ 
Trade spokesman declaimed: ‘After | 
the Commission has established the 
responsibility of applicants, as it does 
in its hearings, they should feel free 
to operate their own property within 
the limits of the regulations and 
within the bounds of good business 
and public morals. They should not 


be confronted eternally by the spec- | 


tre of potentially arbitrary action 
on the part ©f a regulatory body,’ 





Feg Murray Folds June 26 


Fleischmann Yeast (Standard | 
Brands) retires the Feg Murray- 
Ozzie Nelson-Harriet Hilliard combi- | 


nation from its spot on the NBC-blue | 
It emanates from Holly- | 


June 26, 
wood, 

Food combine’s other Sunday night 
program exploiting Chase & Sanborn 
coffee will keep iis present cast in- 
tact through the summer, since no 
vacaiion periods have been provided 
for. 





Mary Kelley Wih Baker 


Mary Kelley has joined Phil 
Baker's supporting troupe on the 


Gulf Oil show. 
She was 
and Eddie Canior. 


upon any other con- | 


formerly with Jack Benny , 


erect a 12-story National Broadcast- 
ing Building. 

San Francisco is not and evidently 
will not be a radio ghost town, 


Block, Reiser Critical 


Ray Block. house orch conductor 
for CBS in N. Y., is seriously ill in 
Mt. Sinai hosp. 

Given a blood transfusion on Fri- 
day (13) afternoon. 

Max Raderman is subbing for Al | 














Reiser, of the two-piano team of Al | |due in New York today 
are brought to hearing before the|and Lee Reiser, 


on the NBC pro- 
|} grams act plays on. 
Absentee is seriously 
| hosp. 


il in a XK. X. 


| 


Broadcasting stu- 


| Sensation ciggies, 


| headed by Bob Bence, will attempt to 


ia week. 





| 


Discoverer’ Gets 4 Recognition 


| 
| day) to make some shorts for War- | 
| 








Variety herewith adapts to 


Colsate Moves to Stop 


Sale of ‘Gang Busters’; 
Property Theirs—Claim 


trade was given a forum to 


tainment. 





Colgate-Palmolive-Peet has taken | 
steps to restrain Phillips H. toad ; 
from selling the prograin series or | evening. 
the title of ‘Gang Buster’ to some | What's vour idea? 
other radio sponsor. Action, which |} : 


was filed in the Federal court yes- | 
terday (Tuesday), has the soap man- |} 


Sports (with some ugphm). 
ufacturer claiming that it is not only 5—News (earlier n.s.g.), 


Ted Collins: 
i— 
7:1 


the sole owner of the title but also 7:30—‘One Man’s Family.’ 
the basic elements of the show. 8—Kate Smith vaudeville show 
Injunction seeks to have Lord also} With comedy, music, drama. 


9—A novelty or 
pation show. 


restrained from issuing anv state- 
ment that he has sold or is about to 
sell the ‘Gang Busters’ series. Latter | 
went on the C-P-P payroll in Janu- 


audience partici- 


Ed East (East and Dumke): 


ary, 1936. Lord’s contract with} 7—Horace Heidt Dancers’ Quiz. 
Palmolive has until October to go,| 7:30—East and Suaiie’s ‘Meet the 
but the commercial holds that the | Champ.’ 

show is its own whether Lord goes | 8—-Rudy Vallee Revue. 


or stays. | 

Injunction proceedings 
prompted by Lord's pi 
show on the market 


9—Kate Smith. 

9:30—Pat Barnes Sketch. 

9:45—Fred Allen with Merry Macs 
and Helen Carroll, 


were| 
tting the 
recently, 


Paul Kapp ied dated Radio): 





| 
. | 
PHILLIPS LORD'S | 7—Frank Luther Children’s Songs. 
7:15—One Man's Family.’ 
‘LLOYDS OF LONDON’ | 7:30—Meredith Willson’s music, 
| Rudy Vallee song, Jack Benny mono- 
|log, Fannie Brice’s Snooks, 
' 8—'The Gibson Family.’ 
kena a ed Lora is working "hl @|  8:30—Eddie Cantor with Rubinoff, 
program series ased on the his-| pesanna Durbin and Burns and Allen. 
| torical background of Lloyds “i 9—Lunt and Fontanne in ‘The 
London. Guardsman.’ 


He says -he got the rights to the| "9:39 andre Kostelanetz with Bing 


Crosby-Bob Burns and Lilly Pons. 
Hyla Kicaniee (WOV-WBIL, 
New York) 


London. 


‘Don’t Believe hain 


But the Commercials’ 


his recent. visit to 


7—News. 
7:15—Bing Crosby 
7:30—Fred Allen 


singing. 
and Jack Benny 





without stooges, particularly femi- 
nine ones. 
8—Dramatic sketch with Helen 
Hollywood. May 17. | Hayes, Alice Brady, John and 
P. Lorillard tobacco outfit, which | Lionel Barrymore 
has been combing the Coast for a | 8:30—Benny Goodman orchestra 


commentator new 
has finally settled | 


on ‘Don’t You Believe It.’ Program, 


| with Connie Boswell, 
land Mills Bros. 


“Tree or False’ to NBC 


‘True or False,” weekly game pro- 
| gram which has been airing since 
| first of year over Mutual on Mon- 
| day nights, shifts to NBC-blue after 
the June 27 broadcast. J. B. Wil- 
liams (shaving cream) sponsors the 


program for its Mildred Bailey 


explode myths, legends and whatnots. 

Quarter hour show rides the Don 
Lee and McClatchy networks twice 
If idea clicks it will spread 
Seay 2 in the fall. 


Baker Going Elsewhere 





Negotiations are on _ for 
Baker’s services starting next fall 
with another account and agency. J. Walter Thompson agency is 

Renewal with Gulf Oil through | taking the show off Mutual because 
Young & Rubicam looks cold, after a| it could not get the combination o: 
run of three consecutive seasons, | stations wanted. 


ED 


Harry Hagen. 


‘Geonch Club’ Shorts 


Jack Lescoulli, Arthur 
Nat Hakin, of the 
| California Network 


Club,’ 
are | 


‘Grouch 
program, 
(Wednes- 


SAM HAYS: SPENT COIN 


ner Bros. Los Angeles, May 17. 
Stanza originates from KFWE, Los | Jeanette Boyer, Hollywood agent, , 
| Angeles. |won a judgment for $657 against 


- | Milo Marcheiti, 
she can’t collect 
caster Sam Hays, around whom the 
litigation revolved, 


another agent, but 








| 


Columbia Artists Bureau last week | 
| Settled a claim made by Gladys Mo 
| sier, of Pittsburgh, over the man- 
| agement of Maxine Sullivan, swing 
vocalist, by agreement to pay the 


earnings. Neiwork had signed 
the vocalist without making provi- 
sions for Miss Mosier, who discov- 


‘Columbia Artists Bureau Settles Claim of Former 
| Manager of Maxine Sullivan 


to sue Hays for the coin, which had 
been under attachment in his care. 
Court upheld Miss Boyer’s conten- 
tion that she was entitled to half the 
commission on the deal placing Hays 





| 


former a percentage of the singer's 
up | 


ered Miss Sullivan in Pittsburgh and | 


brought her 
velopment. 

| Contract which put Miss Sullivan 
under CBS’ management was drawn 
,up in June, 1937, and 
for five vears. Her arranger 
Thornhill, was made 
' agreement. but as Miss Mosier claims 
she learne d months afterwards there 
was no allowance for coverer. 


teuben Caidin acted as Miss 
settlement with 


to New York for de- 


, Claude | 


the dis 


cier’s counsel in the 


CBS. 


at $575 a week. Deal since termi- 
« BRITISH ANNOUNCER nated. Her arrangement with Mar- 
chetti was for share alike on all! 





KILLED IN SPAIN 


radio deals she consummated for the 
latter's clients, 

First radio industry 
ported in Spain 
with the 


casualty re- 


station announcer | 


and a Britisher, was killed. Was Chicago, May 17 
on the job spieling over station ee es 6 
EAJI4. | With ‘Ma Perkins’ switching to the 
Powell was an ordained minister NEC blue, Oxydol will get an addi- 
although he never —- He | tional list of siations for ‘The Gold- 


tied her up| 


a party to the | 


Mo- | 


was born in Spain th bergs’ on the Columbia we 


British consul. 


Joan C paeeteed'e 


son of tormer 
he 


Now on a 13-station hook-up 
——____— | serial will go to 
ai spt ae | 30, 


4 
1 
Vay 


33 Stations on 


most of the added outlets being 
Arch Obeler is iting radio play | in the west, thoueh there will be 
for MGM's ‘Good Nev ws’ show May 19. | few scatiered additionai stations ji) 
Joan Crawford takes the lead in| the east. 
new ‘Dark World,’ an impressionistic! Through Blackett - Sample - Hum- 
drama, 


mert agency. 


during the heyday of big-time vi audeville. 
‘book’ imaginary vaudeville bills 
which in individual opinions were ideally balanced for enter- 


Phil | program, which is presided over by | 


Bryan ova AGENT BOYER WINS BUT 


it because News- | 


spent the money. | 
Court advised Miss Boyer’s barrister | 


with Bank of America as newscaster | 


Mutton ct Merckens] WOOTGS. Expand on CBS 


|when J. Powell, 


Idea of a Well-Balanced 
Evening Radio Schedule Is— 





radio a stunt it used years avo 
At that time the 


For the radio make-believe along similar lines Vartety frees 
its amateur program-makers from all budget, time clearance or 
other practical curbs on fanciful building of the perfect radio 


' 9—Toscanini symphony with Hel. 
fitz, Flagstad and Melchior for solces, 

Luella S. Laudin (Human Relaiions 
Committee, National Council of Wo- 
men ): 

-Any good symphony. 
8—Town Meeting of the Air. 
9—Drama, such as the recent 


WPA-WNYC ‘Father of Modern 
Medicine.’ 
9:30—Jack Benny. 


Tom Revere (Benton & Bowles): 
I'll take, but slightly rear 
Thursday night as is for ban 
sure-fire, well-varied 

tainment: 
i—Kate Smith. 
8—Rudy Vallee, 
§8—Good News. 
10—Bing Crosby. 


radic ei€i-« 


Bill Stuhler (Lyons & Lyons) 
7—Digest of news with colorful 
narration and interpolated dramati- 
zations, 
| 7:30—Light comedy turn. 
8—Boston pop symphony. 
8:30—Drama (such as ‘Gang 
ters’ or ‘One Man’s Family’). 
9-10—Variety revue built around 
personality, dansapation, with com- 
}edy, dramatic and song acts. 


E use 


One VARIETY Reviewer: 

7—Mark Warnow Music. 
' %:15—Fred Allen, Jack Benny 
(net). 
| %7:45—Leith Stevens Music. 
| §8—Easy Aces. 
| 8:15—Frank Fay. 
8:30—Rosalind Russell Skeich, 
$—Eddie Cantor, 4 
| 9:30—Phil Spitalny Music. 4). 
| 10— News Flashes. 





— 


Sees, Ex-WLWL is 
Heads Radio Audience 
Group Attacking Biz 


Washington, May 17. 

United front against broadcasting 
monopoly is plotted by the newest 
entrant into the fight to stiffen gcv- 
ernment control over the spectrum. 
American Radio Audience, which 
debuted a week ago with a request 
to sit in on any private conferences 
between the industry and the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission, 
has issued a call to all reformers and 
public-interest defenders to enlist 
for the duration of the war. 

Promoted by James P. Kiernan, 
who used to be on the NRA code 
authority and was connected with 
the Paulist Fathers’ WLWL, New 
York, ARA announced this week it 
will battle monopoly, seek to e€jimi- 
nate propaganda programs ‘that 
constitute a threat to Americen 
ideals and democracy’; and to curb 
blood-chilling, nasty, and obnoxious 
entertainment. 

Organization says it will 
aid nen-profit users and give so- 
cial, economic, agricultural, educa- 
tional, and religious groups a place 
| on the dial on same basis as money 
makers, Will use printed as well 
2s spoken arguments. Exposure cf 
‘inconceivable tactics used by the 
Radio Trust to control this last end 
possibly the most valuable of #1] 
public resources’ promised. 

Claiming to start with mailing list 





lrv to 


carrying over 75,000 names, ARA is 
staffed by Rev. Edward L. Curran, 
president of the International Cath- 
olic Truth Socicty; former Congress- 
men Clare G. Fenerty, of Penn- 
sylvania; Paul Bailey, magazine 


publisher and founder of sancther 


dial-twisters’ protective league; and 
John K. Cloud, New Jersev news- 
paner publisher. 

Among the objectives is enact- 
ment of new laws giving the FCC 
additional power to regulate the ac- 
tvities of commercial broadcesiers. 
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Further Television 


+ 
7 


Demonstrations; — 


Kolorama Angels Very Reticent: 


of America is hold- 
public demonstrations 
ray television in New 
week, Programs come by 
cable from the Empire 
State building to the RCA build- 
ing in Radio City. Last week the 
Kelorama Laboratories of Irvington, 


Radio Corp 
ing further 
of cathode 
York this 
coaxial 


N. J., held a further lab demonstra- 
tions of its scanning method. A new 
company also publicized last week 


for ‘as low as $125,’ but for re- 
preducing of visual images alone. 
Sound would have to be synchronized 
through radio via an undisclosed col- 
laboration 


sets 


Out of 
publicity 


the increasing amount of 
and claims, demonstrations 
and there remains no small 
amount of sheer rumor. Where hear- 
say and exaggeration end and fact 
begins is the still-uncertain realm of 
speculation 
Revived talk 
chanically in 


suesses 


about scanning me- 
preference to cathode 
ray scanning is pooh-poohed from 
major labs. It is not that mechani- 
cal scanning cannot produce fairish 
television, but that the mechanism 
is claimed not as flexible and not 
able to step up to the resolution to- 
ward which cathode ray experi- 
mentation is working, 


Not Held Back 


It seems to be the conservative 
opinion of insiders that caution is a 
necessity because television must be 
right bfore it goes on the market 
RCA, for one, ridicules ‘legends that 
television is being held back.’ It is 
pointed out that the millions invest- 
ed in experiments is money that 
wouldn't be unwelcome returning in 
television sales. 

Perhaps another year or longer is 
expected to ensue before the major 
companies pass along to the Radio 
Manufacturers Association their rec- 
ommendation for television stand- 
ards of transmission and reception. 
That is a possible milestone, but even 
that is not a guarantee of a whistle 
for the game to begin. 

Mechanical scanning of the Kolo- 
rama Laboratories televized pictures 
3 by 4 feet and 4 by 5 feet in size, 


;ploying scanning system, will be back 
in New York from the Coast shortly 
to huddle with backers on several 


both with surprisingly clear images. | 


Picture, 9 by 12 feet 
flashed on the rear wall at the lab’s 
screening room as a_ preliminary 
tentative sample. Results were fairly 
good. 

Kolorama hopes shortly to get its 
sight-sound method out of the labo- 
ratories. Company, which from the 
outset has had the theatre screen and 
projection of television on it in mind, 
currently is hopeful of setting up in 
one or more theatres. 

Kolorama test was the third made 
publicly in the last nine months, with 
screened results about 40% improved 


over those shown in December last 
year. Engineers in charge did not 
claim the television pictures were 


sent any distance but came from the 
scanning device and invention in the 
New Jersey laboratory building. 
They did contend that their equip- 
ment and setup enabled sight-sound 
broadcasting over ranges of 100 miles 
and upwards though no ac‘*ual test 
has yet been made, Xolorama having 
no radio license. Their invention is 
described as low frequency tele- 
Vision, highest frequency require- 
ment being only 250,000 cycles. 


Images thrown on screen were 
scanned with 225 lines, interlaced 
2 to l. Screens were 22 feet from 


viewers in the case of 3 by 4 foot 
picture and about 20 feet for 4 by 5 
feot one. In comparison with Kolo- 
rama 225-line picture, Radio Manu- 
facturers Association standard at the 


moment calls for 441-line image 0. 
television. It may be higher in a 
year or two. 

Image on screen appears a light 
Zreenish blue though the source 
‘redited as white light. MNewsrecel 
clips alone were emyp'!oyed. sch be- 
ing rated the most intere;s‘ing ima- 
terial today for television te De- 
Spite obviously intriguing inati 


and trae of line 


nearly 


projected, flicker 


are still present though not 
43 noticeable as in prev.cus tesis. 
Avthur Levey, who ated 


 Scophony, Ltd., of England, em- 


is rssSO 


in size, was | 


provositions Levey is Monogram 
Pictures’ British representative 


Mystery of who is backing Kolo- 


rama still remains just that. Asked 
if William Fox, furmerly head of 
Fox Films, was backing the enter- | 
prise, a r2).esentative of Kolorama | 


emphaticaily denied it. 

After making the denial, he said 
that even bigger interests were sup- 
Dlying the coin. Kolorama has a 
staff of five engineers, researchers | 
and experts besides offic2 crew. 


DON LEE-CBS 


VARIETY 





LA GRAND JURY 


UBABLE NEW 





F.C.C. Will Discontinue 
Spanking - Before -Proving 
—No Official Publicity on 
Programs Unless and Until 
Investigation Shows Cause 


CURBS CRANKS 


Washington, May 17. 
Adoption of uniform procedure by 


which broadcasters accused of pro- 
i gram offenses or other violations of 
public interest obligation will not 
receive premature black eyes was 
forecast in Federal Communications 
| Commission circles this week, 


TOBACCO SWAP 
PENDS 


CBS Westcoast and the Don Lee 
Network are on the verge of switch- 
ing tobacco accounts. If the deals 
go through, CBS will get the Brown 
& Williamson business which has 
been running on Don Lee, while the 


latter will acquire the Bayuk 
Phillies cigar program. Bayuk has 
been using Sammy Balter for the| 


daily sportscasts and on the B & W 
payroll in that region it’s been the 
sports commentator, Frank Bull. 

Tied up with Don Lee’s swing to 
Bayuk is the willingness of that 
cigar roller to go Mutual Network 
on a transcontinental scale. Job 
would be covered daily with three 
broadcasts, with Balter emanating 
from the Coast. 

Neal D. Ivy, of McKee, Albright & 
Ivy, has been handling the details 
for Bayuk, 


CBS’ Interpretive Key 
To County Figures Of 


Joint Research Comm. 


| 


Market 





CBS’ Research Division 


' will release to the trade this week 


its computation of the percentage of 
radio ownership and_ the total 
families by individual U. S. counties. 
Data was attached to a reprint of 
an estimate of radio ownership by 
individual U. S. counties as compiled 
by the Joint Committee on Radio 
Research, Third section of Colum- 
bia’s latest statistical collection is 
devoted to a breakdown of the U. S. 
census for 1930 by counties. 

By a comparison of these various 
sets of figures CBS believes that the 
relative radio ‘saturation’ and im- 
portance of any county can be seen 
at a glance. Also the approximate 
increase in radio families, by 
counties, since 1930. 


LARRY CLINTON ON RCA 
IN VICTOR NAME PLUG 


RCA Magic Key program. will 
start using name bands featured on 
Victor records June 5. Policy will 
be adhered to throughout the sum- 
mer, 

Larry Clinton crew will be first. 
Morton Downey will guest on same 
date. m.c.’ing as well as vocalizing. 


Mae Murray’s Sponsor 
Mae Murray. ex-filmite. this week 
ot a new sored program, which 
yer WMCA, N. Y., 
El Bee Furriers 
Biz wa 


spon 
iil air locally 
jaily 


! } 1 1! 


pplying the YanKro 


Sam- 
Marjorie 


m the show nelude 

mv Brown, Lar: Wynn 
t i. Palme nett 

Hari Bob Parker, Palme Broth- 


Arnold and or- 


After weeks of examining squawks 


| from listeners, the FCC special com- 


mittee on handling of informal com- 
plaints is squaring away to adopt a 
more. satisfactory method — from 
both the industry’s and the govern- 
ments’ viewpoints—and to scrap the 
custom of handing out temporary 
licenses pending further investiga- 
tion. What the procedure will be 
or when it will become effective re- 
mains problematical 

Discussions about the possibility of 
finding a definite yardstick 
which to measure complaints have 
been in progress for the past month. 
Summary of the nature of protests 
and report on how they have been 
handled in the past are nearing 
completion. Likewise recapitulation 
on the length of time needed to de- 
cide what to do with a broadcaster 
whose conduct has drawn criticism. 


Spankings End 
Temporary license 
practically a dead issue. 
in April, there have been no more 
of the 30 or 50 day extensions of 
current tickets in place of regular 
renewals. On the other hand, in 
a few instances the Commish has 
handed out the formal six-month 
papers to stations which have been 


practice is 
Since late 


| the target of complaints. 


Probability is that in the near 
future the FCC will put into opera- 
tion a routine similar to that of 
grand juries. Stations which are 
named in letters from listeners will 
be called on, as in the past, to make 
an explanation or answer to any 
protest. If the license expires while 
this incident is being studied, the 
renewal will be forthcoming with 
definite understanding the Commish 
has the right and power to take ac- 
tion upon expiration of the six- 
month period. 

For protection of broadcasters, no 


publicity will attach to the pre- 
liminary inquiry. Nature of the 
complaint will be kept confidential 
while it is being weighed. If the 


FCC later concludes the asserted of- 


fense was sufficiently serious to 
merit a formai inquiry, the station 
will be ordered to defend itself at 


a hearing called to determine if is- 


suance of a renewal will serve the 
public interest. Only then will the 
public and other members of the 
industry know what the trouble is. 


Sort of like handing 
an indictment. 


the defendant 


Volume of work in the law de- 
partment is partly responsible for 
the scrapping of temporaries. Regu- 


lators realize there is so much going 


on it is physically impossible for 
the attorneys to complete an in- 
vestigation of any station’s behavior 
in less than four to six months 
Hence, there is little point in giving 
yperators only a one or two month 
lease of life Might as well pa out 
regular renewals and then—if the 
case turns out to be a flagrant of- 
fense—either hold 4 hearing on 


~ 


revocation basis or t can wal 


et the station down for a hearing 
when the next renewal pape me 
n. 
Radioites to Norwalk 
Norwalk, Conn... May 17. 

Radioites checking in for inmer 
at this snore town 

Tim and Irene (Mr. and M Tin 
Ryan), Jean Dich To I fale 
and = =6R» > Aim sinong i 
renters 


with | 





‘Young & Rubicam 





Office Magic | 


Detroit, Ma lj 
Se ral ne inkle in la 
) for advertising agence ire 
being Incorporated in ne al 
1ex to Maxon, Inc., here 
Conference roon 26 by 33 
feet, is equipped with new de- 


vices to present ad material to 
clients. To right of door, unde: 
overhead lights, is a series of 
seven panels which slide out of 
sight on roller bearings. Radio 
and phonograph are built in 


Annex, designed by Marcus 
Burrows, includes nine private 
offices, each with butlt-in desk 


full length of one wall, and pro- 
vided with disappearing shelves 
and desks. 


NO CONVENTION 
THIS SUMMER 
LIKELY 


typewriter 











Washington, May 17, 

Unless the permanent paid presi- 
dent is selected earlier than appears 
probable, no summer convention of 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters is likely. 

Usual June or July assembly of the 
trade is off this year, according to 
present intentions of the NAB 
bosses, in view of the fact that most 


leaders will gather next month for 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission rule hearings and so brief 


time has passed since the special ses- 
sion for ratification of the reorgan- 
ization plan. No general meeting 
planned, but the board probably will 


convene during the FCC debate 
period, 
A fall convocation seems likely, 


but only if the directorate succeeds 


in picking someone to step into 
Mark Ethridge’s shoes. Plan is to 


have a general session to lay plans 
for the 1939 session of Congress 
shortly after permanent head is 
chosen and becomes acquainted with 
some of the more important indus- 
try problems. 


Probate Judge Neck-Deep 
In Claims to Estate That 
Was Radio Dramatized 


Wichita. Kans., May 17 

Judge Clyde M. Hudson of the pro- 
court figuratively been 
buried avalanche of mail 
from claimants to the $100,000 es- 
tate of the late Margaret Schindler, 
whose case was broadcast by the 
Skelly Court of Missing Heirs May 1. 

These new claimants have ap- 
peared in spite of announcer stating 
previous to broadcast that the case 
was not being reported to invite ad- 
ditional claimants. A local lawyer 
had filed protest with Skelly Court 
previous to broadcast stating that he 
would hold broadcaster liable, as his 
fir the only real heir, 
the case was publicized over 


additi 


bate has 


under an 


m represented 
and if 
iir it would cause mal litiga- 
¥s 

Schindler case will be tried before 


Judge I. N. Williams June 1, 


Nerman Frescott Agenting 


Norman Frescott, who formerly 
lid a vaude mentalist act, has opened 
offic in N. Y. to peddle radio 

) ; aqri idea 
4 nt also ha ral actors under 
( ict fing Wallace Ford 

nt 1 the leg M.« and Miu 
) B yadu AV. 


Deny O'Keefe Suit 


DAAGRAM SYSTEM Over Cancelled Packard Program 


column- 
New 
wency 
Packard 
their 22- 


m before 


‘comedian 
‘laims, in a suit filed 
that 


and 


the 


the 


‘York supreme court 
1cam 
Moto Car Co breached 
them 
$48,750. In their answer, 
they 
he orally 
the contract 
Packard decided to 
the NBC 
O'Keefe claims, and the defendants 
entered a last 
November for 22 broadcasts 
NBC Agreement was 
Jan. 4 to May 31 
pay was ixed at $4,000 
March s and $3.750 pei 


maining run ol 


| veek radio contract with hi 
is mcluded and want 
him 
def2ndants 


thing because 


O pal 


deny owe him any- 


agreed to 
when 


cancellation of 


and if 


‘ 
\ 


wind up 


iis time ove! 


aamit contract 


weekly 





ove! to cover 
O' Keefe's 
per up to 
for 

mitract He 
without cause by 

March 1 and 
pay him under the 
$3,750 rate, or $48,750, up to May 31. 

Defendants say O’Keefe orally 
agreed last Jan. that should Packard 
decide not to renew its contract with 
| NBC March 1, the remainder of the 
| O’Keefe agreement would be_ re- 
| scinded. This mutual agreement they 
claim was inserted in the original 
contract with the comedian and with 
his consent. When Packard decided 
not to renew its radio time after 
March 1 it immediately notified 
O'Keefe. 

On Thursday (12) defendants 
asked the court to direct O'Keefe to 
reply to their defense. Hearing on 
the motion was set for May 23 be- 
fore Justice Cotillo. 

Trial in the $50,000 damage suit 
asking an accounting of all profits 
from the RKO picture ‘Go Chase 
Yourself,’ brought by Maxwell Haw- 
kins against the picture company and 
Walter O'Keefe, begins today (18) in 
N. Y. supreme court before Justice 
William Collins. Suit al seeks an 
injunction restraining RKO from 
showing the film. 

Hawkins contends that the idea of 
a traveling trailer family was sub- 
mitted by him to a projected sponsor 
for a radio program anc that the pic- 
ture is an infringement on his idea 
for a radio show. Piaintiff contends 
that because of his radio connections, 
O'Keefe probably had access to the 
plot. O’Keefe, who wrote the origi- 
nal for RKO, is represented by How- 
ard E. Reinheimer. 


Spoof Radio Editors 


Cleveland, May 17. 

Hill & Knowlton, agency for 
Sohio, invited 30 radio editors from 
13 Ohio cities up for a studio ban- 
quet to announce oil company’s new 
summer series over WTAM After 
the free feed, as a gag, station execs 
turned tables by putting the visiting 


from 


the re- 
the c 
avers he was fired 


the 


wants 


defendants on 


‘ 


them to 


cribes through a 15-minute aired 
Quizz 

Stunt was worked out by man- 
ager Vernon Pribble and p.a., Bob 


Daley, who dug up some laughs and 
eccentricity data about all the critics. 
Tom Manning acted = as_ official 
quizzer, starting broadcast off with 
cityroom atmosphere of click type- 
writers and phones ringing. 


Bonebrake to KOCY 


Oklahoma City, May 17 


Plaza Court Broadcasting Co. 
cheduled to take over KFXR Friday 
(20) with new call letters KOCY. M. 
H. Bonebrake, commercial manager 
leaves WKY to pilot the station tn its 
new tudios beir readied it Plaza 
Court. old location of VKY, 

Complete new mechanical equip- 
ment J being installed with the 
t! mittes ) ucted atop the 
) ding mn t dio 1 e 

ised 

George Harvey Back to WGN 

C 120, Ma 17 

(; HH a to te 
WO l sa ta.l after a sojourn 
is ft i i ’ e Mutual syVs- 

5 ia tak ya ext week. 
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Those 12,000 Ohio State 
Students Discovered By | 


$4444 


| 
| > 
+ 


peaken, ta it MAJOR DECISIONS 


Local stations are finally waking Washington, May 1%, 


> Ini ‘lorida : Short work was made of «the application of 
up to existence of Ohio State Uni- i agg A Reach, for a Patines Big: Poet. from 1420 
versity as a potential listening audi- to 1240 ke ‘and juice-jump from 100 watts to 1 kw. Pro- 
ence. Only recently that any effort) posed change would interfere with CMHB. Sancti Spiritus, 
has been made to direct programs at Cuba, KTAT, Fort. Worth, Tex... and WXYZ, Detroit, Com- 


mish held Also, applicant failed to show need for addi- 
12,000 students and faculty M€M-= ¢ional- service; existence of sufficient advertising support 
bers. and type of program he intends to offer Has not made 
y , fo . he most efficient me of th auenevy and hours of opera- 
] es } ) idea of | the most fficient use of the frequency and hours ¢ 
WBNS and WHKC hit on idea is Gata ea aa bce ae aaa Ciaccns Sasenar anaes 
campus-aimed programs almost sim- W. Wright Esch, licensee of applicant station, represented 
ultaneously. Latter station came up| WMFJ 
(. ‘. “c? Indians: Squatble ove the 1590 ke frequency between 
vith twice-a-\ K ampus Capers ; 
with i¢ veek “( I pe Curt ReAtnnceting Cant nd WKBV (Knox Radio ¢ ) 
15-minute sessions presenting talent : ‘Nted the & decinicn itn 1 . the lettes WEE 
from Ohio State sororities and fra- | requesting unlimited time, now operate ecified week \ 
rnities WBNS has News from hours with 100 Ww . Would like full-time mperat I 
ternitie BI .| Curtis outfit, w ch owns 1 ove tes WROW, Terre Hl t¢ 
the Lantern weekly newscast of | wore ad WEOA. Eva. a Se eeeae’ aan Same 
campus items prepared and pre-| with 100 watts nights s 
P yreater Pe for extendec ‘ ) << Ce «¢ «tc n Fick 
sented by staff of university daily Grea ne need for ; ' t x } 
y —_ 2 iad , : : mond ocatic f VKRV ( my , Y a Iwo stat ns ' 
WBNS has started a new CaMPpUS| Indianapolis, WIRE and WFBM, deliver primary service 
broadcast of fashions and university | ready, and a new sta 1 grant to WGVA promises ade 
society notes which Fran Harman, aan . 8 ad intr ge: sgt — H v B 
‘co : Curtis tadiocasting Cory was represented hy enrv 
Ohio State senior, is conducting UN-| water. while Josephus C. Trimble appeared for WKBV\ 


der title ‘Along 
Spotted at 9:30 p.m. 


Sorority Row.’| Maine: Local operation and financing won out in a four- 
Tuesdays, fol- | Way scrap between Twin ¢ v sephncanet isting Co., Inec., Philip 


. J Tiseman ane rthur EF. Scavtravs al oO Lewiston, and 
lowing Benny Goodman and Hal} Eber ety Pn le iy eye - f 

Kemp CBS programs. } Desnite apparent interest of John Shepard TIT, owner of 

. | the Yankee Network, Cumberland Broadcasting outfit, In 

| whic h he was supposed to have 25% of the stock, lost out, 

| Cowla not prove more than $854.35 cash on hand, with stock 


3 New Faces at WSAY3 _| subscriptions receivable listed at $22,320 


| of propo ed onstrnuetion was $15,000 Prospective owners 
ne | rages considerably about+ commere 1 programs exnperted 
NBC Link Bei Talked | trom Dates ab 1 Broadcasting Svstem, Celonial Network and 
Rochester, NM. te May & # | Mutual Broadeasiing System, but could not produce Fact 
7 : | ‘these irogr < at ww a 1ilahle ir 0 é ( rithe 
WSAY adds three to announcing | th*t ‘these programs are not available in Portland without 
a —- Ss 1e intervention of Mr Harrison (alleged vice-president of 
staff. Frank Silva, sports announcer, | the company, althouzh holding no stock, job nor contract)’ 
quits WHAM to take similar spot in | would make it appear that the ‘network systems are &t- 
smaller station and plans later to | tempting to conduct their business so as to withhold pro- 
| srams from existing stations while they promote the estab- 
concentrate. on local sports. with | tishment of new stations,’ Commish commented. 
blow-by-blow airings. Tom Murray | Okay was given Twin City Broadcasting Comnany, Ine 
subbing for Silva at WHAM. iS 
Harold Kolb, classic dancer and | ton-Auburn area impels the selection of the latter.’ Also, 
makeup artist in the heydey of East- | croup is composed of local citizens, with $34,625 jn the 
man theatre presentations, is an-, °2"*: Twin city area receives no primary broadcast service 
is : “ ¢ |} from Portland, 
nouncing WSAY musical broadcasts! Third applicant for 1210 ke with 100 watts, 
and aiding in dramatic productions. | Wiseman- 
Bob Webster, formerly on WHAM 
trooper programs, takes general an-| Fourth Maine applicant, seeking 142 0 ke, with 100 watts 
nouncer spot on WSAY. | nights, 250 watts days, was Seagrave, an attorney from Fall 
Although granted right to night , River, Mass., and not a resident. Also failed to show evi- 
> , - 


| dence that transmitter could support itself. 

time, General Manager Gordon | Paul D. P. Snearman appeared for Cumberland Broadcast- 
Brown is holding off taking ad- ing Co.; John M. Littlepage, Thomas P. Littlepage, William 
E ‘ : ° A. Porter and Alton M, Y.essard represented Twin City; Ren 
vantage of it pending negotiations for | s° picher appeared in behalf of Philip J. Wiseman and 

tieup with NBC Red Network or | Howard §S. Le Roy appeared for Arthur E, Seagrave. 
Mutual. Massachusetts: Ambitions of two Cape Cod real estate 
women, Harriet M. Alleman and Helen W. MacLellan, to own 
a radio station fulfilled when Commish granted their ap- 
Dlication for 1219 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 
bf . y Transmitter, to be located at Barnstable. will cost approxi- 
S ountain ite mately $19,750. Prosperous co-partners will go by the name 

of the Cane Cod Broadcasting Co. 

Contender for a Cane Cod transmitter. George M. Haskins, 
of Hyannis, dropped out of the race and failed to appear 


although estimate 


requesting same assignment, because ‘a com- 


|} parison of the needs of the Portland area and of the Lewis- 


Philip 7. 
was disquali- 
i fied because anvplicant did not appear — his attorney failed 
to present evidence backing up his ple 


also requesting a ‘Tewiston location 











Hartford, May 17. before the commish, 
WDRC has concluded a deal for Cape Cod ladies were represented by Arthur W. Scharfeld 
ar Philip G. Leucks, 
the purchase of two plots of land 2) Thumbs down fer the application of the Fall -River 





atop West Mountain in Meriden for | Herald News Publishing Co., Fall River, on its application 
the construction of 2 building to | edhe new Station to he operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts 
h itra-high f t 5 |} nights, 250 watts days, Million-dollar corporation which 

ouse an ultra-n!i requency transS-| has absorbed all but one newspaper in the community (a 
mitter for experimental work, per- French publication) and is said to have an interest in the 
mission for which was granted early peng sa pet arenes Ne eee ie - Winston- 

=. wate P’ S$ as bit, as een Warring wi 1 existing 
this year by the FCC, Although Fall River transmitter and has expressed reluctance to print 
deal has been set other details are WSAR programs in its paper ‘with or without charge.’ Also 
not complete. neg th Bag og Mts gg od N a En to ry Fogg ee 

A . ‘ ‘ es little, if any, sounc asis 0 act,’ to 

According to Franklin M. Doolit-! the effect that WSAR was in financtal difficulties. 
tle, president and treasurer of the ‘There is nothing in the testimony before the Commission 
station, the new set up will not in-|;? pripynase the heliet, Solicines ‘danmut tees 

: é t ! s ‘ient financial suppor 0 sUS- 
terfere with or supersede the regu-| tain themselves, nor that the existing station could survive 
lar broadcasting activities of WDRC. te reasonably exnected rivelry of the Fall River Herald 
Understood | that station engineers| youla be exnected trom eee Ceclded. get pel wo 

7 2 e) na e station whic ely 
are trying to perfect a new method! a grant at the same time. “ geist 
of transmission, Ben S, Fisher appeared for the applicant. 

Ohio: Hopes of a group, incorporated as the Summit Radio 
Corp. of Akron, for a special breadeast station to be ovper- 
‘-% ated on 1530 ke with 1 kw, using a directional antenna nights, 
Crai S$ New Post Slane dashed by an wnfavorable decision, when Commish de- 

cided that proposed research work either had been pnerfected 

by other stations; was in the process of investization, of 

— involved ‘little beyond prospective traffic in high fidelity 
Nashvile, May 17. a te Pog Similar research is being conducted bv 

Edwin W. Crai ; Stabdlished stations, Commish declared. Hich finance also 

/ win We raig, who took an ac-| entered into the picture, but it was decided outfit was 
tive part in the reorganization of the Pe qualified under an escrow acreement. 

P +. ae 4 s G ‘aldy ionalc I seels ‘ ‘ ¥ 1] 
National Association of Broadcasters, | apnenrea Par bed gaa C, Beelar and Ralph S. Fowler 
has been elected executive v.p. of Oklahoma: Jnice-jump for KTUL. Tulsa Brosdeasting 
the National Life and Accident In- 


Company. Inc., Tulsa, okaved when it was decided that sta- 
1 ti y serve ¢ ’ i ‘ic ; 
esensn Co., whith owns sad op- | tion would sery a need for additional service and would 


not involve any inerceese in obj ectio 
t any as nable_ interference, 
erates WSM. Primary service from only one other station, applicant de- 














Commish engineer were: 5.971 





Post puts him in charge of the Piet when Tulea, whieh operates during daytime 
: ss aneously with WAPI, Birmingham, and shares 
m sales s . i ri TAPL ni iene. iebetne 
company’s sale etup time with W API nights. Application also involved moving 
— the transmitter locally, and installation of a. directional 
tong A fystem fer nieht oneration. Power toost will he 
rom 5 watts nights, 1 hw days, to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days. 
WLW at Motor Bowl Paul D. P. Spearman represented annlicant. 
an ‘ ‘ Oregon: Voluntary t sf f 
Cincinnati P a ' y transfer of KOOS, Marshfield, from the 
ae ee 7 . . May 17. Pacific Radio Corp. to a new corporation, KOOS, Inec., ap- 
or € past several years, proved by Commish, Contract between present owner and 
WLW will send a corps of an- | assienee provides for consideration of $14,000. 
nouncers and engineers to Indian- | ackaee eee. enzineer seemed to feel that new owner, 
: : ee edon PF, Sackett, was over-pavine on the equipment, 
apolis for direet pickups of the an- | Sackett anne ared to he enticfied with the deal and provided 
nual Decoration Day 500-mile auto | for an euthoriced cavitalization of $20,000 (of which $14,000 
race. Start and finish parts of the ion se , eiiaiki aS abusne or abace ce Glee ee 
2 eacKett, plus 25 additional shares of sto 
program will be fed to the Mutual | which the corporation m-v iceas i Sik “deanoemion aa ao 
acke Ss Nere } , ; = hy ; Jigs 
web. i “oy ; as reed to purchase if required to do so by the 
Allen Franklin, WLW sportscaster, | “350 Of Directors. 
. ; . . a A naires Fievres doubted b th 
will interview seven former winners} quoted as the eep Pines: ; 
; , , cepreciated valve of the transmitter alone, 
of the race and Capt. Eddie Ricken- | oo A. should be nesrer $ with a replacement value 
backer early in the morning on race | of $4,250, instead of the $8.276 quoted. ‘Also included under 





the heading “franemittine FE . “or 
: aii | ' 3 vitti -quipment Complete’ is an item 
day for cutting of a platter that’s to of original eost of $1158.20 for antenna and conterpoise.’ 
be rushed here by plane and aired | “‘ecision continued, ‘This equipment fails to comply with 


the present encineerine re 
instead of having a denre« 


—— Asal: 


later c quirements of the Commi ‘sion, £0 
ited value of $431.46 (claimed hy 
: snor) it has only a salvage value of approximately $26 
Purchaser of the station is owner and publisher of the 
| Coos TRav 


Angus Pfaff's Pending Job Times and ‘will materially improve the program 


. : aw service of Station KOOS!’ seceordine to Commish. 
Detroit, May ie A | Was renrecented by John C. Kendall, Ben S. Fisher, and 
Angus Pfaff, chief announcer at, Charles V. Wavyiena 
. . » a : 4 a +s . 
WJBK here, is understood to be in Pennsylvania: Senboard Radio’ Rroad 


. ‘. of WLRG, Glenside, lost put oF 
line for managership of WHLS, new | ¢roy, athe 





eastinge Corp., licensee 
its request for a power bewst 


i ; ; : 1990 watt to 5 kw and chinve in hours of operation 
station in Port Huron, Mich., which | from days to limited to sunset at Chicago, 
opens next fall } Reasons given bv the Commich were: Inability te shew 





| financial qualifications to wndertake the proposed changes 
and failure to mate the best use of its present assignment. 
From an entineerine standnoint, transmitter has been 
operated in a slinshead manner, FF... pointed 
ine that the station should nroduce 
millivolts per meter at one mile, 


Piaff, who’s been seven years at 
WJBK, has been conducting ‘Tiger | 
Talk’ programs past coupla years 
over WWJ as ‘Bob McLean.’ 


out, comment- 
a field streneth of 46 
‘Lut as a maiter of fact 


— ————————————————— : =? 


| LOO OEEEEEEEFEESEEEEEEEEESESEEEEFE LED OESESESEFEEEHSHEE SESE SEES HHEGEHOP IIT SS Superstitions Cherished 


F.C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 


Columbus Broadcasters FHSS FSHHeSeoeoe CODE ESEEEEESEEEEEEEEFFEFEEFEEEFEFEEEEEEFEFPEEFFFFEFIFEFFESFES ESOS 


?/ Not to Be Ridiculed, 


measurements taken and proved at the hearing ehow ae 


Is Dick Fishell’s Stant 
strength of about half of that.’ 


“The efficiency of WIBG at present ts considerably below After carding a_ special-event 
the efficiency which the Commission considers should be broadcast last Friday (13) from 





& 
maintuined in accordance with good engineering practice,’ freak luncheon held by the Antie 
fecision stated, ‘and the applicant has not made the best Pe Sats . 
mech sag present facilities.’ a Superstition Club, WMC A, N Y 


: J 


John M. Littlepage, William A, Porter | suddenly cancelled and let riva] sia. 
and John Morgan Davis represented WBIG, tion WNEW liev it th ’ 
(2) Application of WKOK, Sunbury Broadcasting Corp., He e it of the burden 
Sunbury, fer change of hours from specified to unlimited of broadcas Ing. 
f WMCA originally carded the pro- 
gram without the knowledge of Dick 


T. PF. Littlepage, Jr., 


’ 


denied as in cases of default. 


Texas: Four Dallas applications for new transmitters 


landed n Cemmish wastebasket, because plenty of service ae ° . - 
2 ble from existing stations Squabble between Fishell, special-events chief When 
Dallas Broadcasting Co., The Oak Cliff-Dallas County Broad- | Fishel] learned that his secretary had 
. og haga: a aie a ae Z sc gad made the arrangements in his at 
v ~ or be perated aqaytimes on I LAL ‘ with “oo . 
ul erminated by Commish decision Plea of | SEnce, he strove to get the station 
‘ lton for a daytime 1-kilowatter on 990 ke followed out of the ‘spot’ on the grounds that 
| ¢ jue in the a ' many listeners are themselves super- 
Inter ’ i WRR j ntly ow nes bv Tohn Thorwal . SS 
pion bie age ee ean, wi cases. was principally | Stitious and hence might either be 
, t Roc nior Provides a low service, | offended or irked by airing the pre 
of broadcast time devoted to t acriptior ceedings, which flaunted such ‘fears’ 
ecord V rinutes of « n I al xv = . 
n M | Broadcasting System and 72.2 of time | 8S Smashing mirrors, strolling under 
given over to loc&l programs ladders, eitc., on an ‘unlucky day 
Othe : — ons rov at: pr s id eter are W - A A-WRAP WMCA did, however, broadcast p 
and KRLD, Dallas, affiliate wit NBC and CBS, respec- ° ons ° s 
reer Oa ’ ina : A = semi-supersition-jeering show same 
Paul D. P. Spearman, in behalf of Dallas Broadcasting; | night with Frankie Basch officiating. 
Joe M. Hill and Arthur E, Cook for Oak Cliff-Dallas County | Fishel] held no jurisdiction over sort 
Co.: William <A, Porter and John M. Littlepage for A, L 


of program Miss Basch put on 
All present at the luncheon WNEW 
aired did not participate in scoffing 


Chilton, and Elliot C, Lovett for Centennial. 

(<2) Power boost for WACO, Waco, from 100 watts un- | 
limited te 100 watts nights, 250 waits days, 
Commish because of public need for 


approved by 
additional davtime 


service No objectionable interference to other stations at legends, however. Two sob sister s 

would be furnished and applicant has cash for necessary | sent by the N. Y. World-Telegram to 

lmprovements, _ recover the stunt could not be induced 

Dy Littlopage and William A. Porter represenie« to do any of the ‘unlucky’ things. 
(3) Daytime smallie for Huntsville okayed because of lack CEES Te eee 


of daytime primary service in city and evidence of sufficient 
commercial support fer the proposed transmitter, 

Sam Houston. Broadcasting Association, applicant, is 
parinership comprising H, G. Webster, Dr. C. N, Shaver and 
W. Bryan Shaver. Approximately $91,150 cited as net worth 
of the outfit. Programs will include specia! broadcasts by 
inmates of the State penitentiary, produced as part of the 
institution's rehabilitation plan for prisoners, 

James H, Hanley in behalf of applicant, 

Virginia: Power of WRVA, Richmond, was bounced from 
§ to 50 kw because of enlargement of service in the Tide- 
water and other sections of Virginia that would benefit 
from the boost, 

Ciear channel station, owned and operated by J.arus & Bro 


American League Games _ 
Re-enacted Over KSL 


Salt Lake City, May 17. ¢« 
Sponsoring the first American 
league baseball re-enactments ever 
heard over KSL, in Salt Lake City, 
N. W. Ayer Agency this week started 
testing the local 50 k.w. CBS affiliate 
for merchandising power with base- 


Inc., tobacco people, has a large tobacco business in New ball premiums, Kellogg's Corn 
England and the West Coast. Competing tobacco companies | Flakes use three 1!2 hour periods 
use. the station in originating programs, both network and ee we 
local, according to the evidence, and extension of service weekly, 


will benefit the Tidewater area of the state, second major Avrom Sandak draws down mike- 
population center in Virginia. Additional interference to man duties, assisted by Tommy Axel- 
any existing station would not be caused by the power jump, sen. KSL news editor. 
F.cC.C, ofticials found, ? 


Installation of new equipment would cost approximately | sti aaa nataacai pa 


$200,000, according to information filed with the commis A p NBC 


sion, but current assets, as of Dec. 31, 1936, amounted i« 
$5,500,000 in excess of this sum, Station, which has five 
broedcast studios, several business offices and control rooms 
in Richmond, also maintains 11 permanent line facilities to | 
the Capitol building, hotels, churches and amusement places | San Francisco, Mav 17. 
in Richmond. Extension of service would fill a public need, | Kellogg’s Ant Paste. the Jatest 
Commish decided, ; er singe National 
Applicant was represented by Frank D. Scott. sponsor to join those using “‘ptonene 
Washington: Application of Fred M. Weil, Grand Coulee Broadcasting Company's ‘Womans 
fuiled io show real need for a station near the Grand Coulee Magazine of the Air,’ started the first 
Dam, Commish decided, in nixing the request for a trans- ¥ : ca te 
mitter to ag operated on 1420 ke with 100 of a series of 13-quarter-hours yes 
watts da terday (16). The magazine will be 
Ne Basen: i regarding type if program to be offered was extended 15-minutes on this day, 
submitted; proof of advertising support was lacking; assur- from 3:00 to 3:15 p.m., for this new 
ance of sufficient talent was not given and ‘record does not A ‘ " , 
show that there is available a transmitter site from which commercial which will be broadcast 
the proposed station could render a satisfactory service,’ | over Red Network stations KPO and 
according to the F.C.C, decision, KFI. 
While applicant has a net worth of approximately £60,006 
and owns stock in the Grand Coulee Dam Hote) Coinpany, 
he fell down on information which the Commish required, 
Clarence C, Dill and James Gum acted for Fred M. Weil, 
Arizona: KUMA, Albert H. Schermann, granted renewal 
of license for period ending July 1, 
Indiana: WGRC, Charles Lee 





Watts nignts, cv 


On the program will be Janet 
Baird, home economist: Armand 
Girard, bass-baritone; the Four Pages 
Male Quartet; Pan-Americans, Latin 
rhythm group, and Ricardo’s orch. 
Agency is William A. Ingoldsby of 
Los Angeles. 


W. C. Fields Due Back 


Holly wood, May 17. 





Harris, New Albany. | 
Kranied involuntary transfer of control of corporation from 
Arthur L Harris to Charles Lee Harris, | 
lowa: WOC, Davenport, granted authority to withdraw | 
request without prejudice for new station to be operated on | 
' 

| 





1290 ke with 250 watts nights, 1 kw days, using directional 
antenna nights. 
Michigan: WW4J, Detroit, granted extension of temporary 








Pier’s Nickelodeon 





W. C. Fields is expected to return 
authority to operate from May 29 to June 27 with an in- iio broadcasts im 
crease in night power from 1 to 5 kw, in order to overcome to Chase & Sanborn oe 
interference, a few weeks. 
Missouri: WS9NXA, Kansas City, granted modification for ‘omic walked out several months 
high f broadcast stati thorizi } | “ 
new men requency roaqdcas Station au orizing changes In € s $ ; ts. 
equipment, power boost from 250 watts to 1 kw, deletion of ago in uff over scrip 
four frequencies formerly requested and substitution of 26,450 
ke, 9 e 
Mentana: KGEZ, Donald C. Teloar, Kalispell, extension WCSC’s Dock St. Series 
of present license on temporary basis only, pending de . ¢ 4° 
terinination of renewal application, from May 1 to July 1. Charleston, S. € +» -@ ¥ 17. 
New Jersey: W3XIL, National Breadcasting Co., Ine., WCSC has set a series oi broad- 
Round Brook, granted authority to withdraw: without preju- casts of one-hour duration to be 
dice application for renewal of general experimental license. | ; ate = 
Ohio: W8XAL, Crosley Radio Corp., Mason, granted moui- | remote from Dock St. theatre, oldest 
ficulion of international broadcast station license to add | in America, which has been restored 
frequencies of 15270 ke and 11870 ke to present assignment. | durin st ear with WPA funds. 
Pennsylvania: WPEN, Philadelphia, granted modification g ae y rs t. (21) with show 
of license authorizing elimination of use of its directional) | Programs start at. wi he 
antenna for daytime only; KYW, Philadelphia, granted su- | labeled ‘Radio City of the 1890's 
thority to withdraw without prejudice application for 60 kw, Before a visual audience Victorian- 
on 1020 ke, using directional antenna all times. ‘ d : i patter will 
Wyoming: Paul R. Heitmeyer, Cheyenne, granted request | €Ta songs and music and patier 
for extension of time, to and including June 1, within which | be presented, plus salting in of news 
to file appearance in re application for new station to be! and sports which took place before 
operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watis days, i of centur 
scheduled for hearing July 6, i urn of ¢ ury. 
EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 
Keutucky: Green-light was requested for Kentucky Broad George Hamid’s Million Dollar 
casting Corp., Louisville, on its plea for a new station to be Pier, Atlantic City, is the latest to 
operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, |, : pe rs 
by Examiner John P. Bramhall. Despite two other T.ouis- adopt nickelodeon films. Operate 
Ville applications—Louisville Times Co., and S. ©. Ward and erecting new theatre on the wharf 
h. «. Ward—instant applicant should be given the inside |to show ancients on 16 mm. scele. 
track, Bramhall ruled. Times Company's request has been H : : I 
recommended for denial, examiner reminded Commish. Adds to newsreel, kiddie, film & id 
New outfit would te handled by T), FE. Kendrick, majority vaudeville theatres there. — 
owner and former advertising manager of WAVE and WIRE, Oldies will be shown with official 
Pienty of cash to finance, lw ing j : 
Granting cf application would cause Interference slightly opening of the Pier June 25. 
within the 2 millivolt per meter contour of WHBU, Ander- ae 
Ind., and the applicant station, according to Bramhall Election Returns Sponsored 
hot operation of proposed transmitter would serve a definite Philadelphia Mav 
need, . sd 
Qutfit was represented by William A. Porter. Election returns, which once were 
regularly aired as sustaining serv- 
NEW APPLICATIONS ae oe eee net 
today on two outlets. Pep Boys 
Arhunsas: KUOA, Silcam Springs, two new relay brosdeasi | bought returns on WFIL, which 


Sictions to be ‘ perated on 100,000, 200,000, 306,000 and foe were broadcast from 8 p.m. until 32 
Hoo ke, with 7.5 and .2 watts, respectively, 

tilinci«: Miutiual Broadcasting System, Ine., Chicaye ex- | 2M. 
tension of authority to transmit programs to CKI.W, stations | Wilen Wines was sponsor on 
owned andl operated by the Canadian Broadeasiing Corp... and 


stations licensed by the Canadian Minister of Trar 
Michigun: ‘The 
fecsis 


WCAU, not only for returns. but fer 
Sport ° R a i 
Evening News Assoviation. Deircit, new | 2 Studio party while they were be 
ile siation te be operated op 42,700 ke wiih 1L@ waite , INE gathered, 
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GOVT. RADIO FOOLISH 








Fditor, Variety 
In 4 recent Issue you printed 

We 
probably 
} 


here at Montreal 
Super Tops 


really 


toger Baulu, bi-lingual announcer, commentator. 


violinist, actor and interviewer. 

Ferdinand Biondi, announcer, produce m.¢ actor musician 
continuity writer and gag producer, who announces in three lan- 
guages—French, English and Italian—and also sing 

Roy Malouin, bi-lingual announcer, tap dance: actor,. singer and 
m.c 


Johnny Lalonde, bi-lingual announcer, singer 
actor, m.c., and choir leader. 


artist, 


Among the other announcers, 


amateur photographer, who is one of out 
and Spanish, a 


French, English, 
a poet, etc 


German 


j Among the engineers there are two pianist 1 saxophonist, a wood 
carver, a heavyweight boxer and the world worst golf player; the 
| chief engineer, Len Spencer, plays a mean fiddle and is an old vaude- 
villian excelling in the art of tango and rhumba dancing 
The writer himseif played sax in an orchestra for a couple of years, 
and a complete orchestra and choir can be formed with our staff of 
some 35 people. 
Plenty more could be said, but I believe the above will be sulf- 


ficient evidence to place us in the 





Versatility Challenge Taken Up 


1 story, ‘Staff Claims Ve 
| with reference to Station KHBG of Okmulgee 


Okla 
belong in the same class. and more 
for the following reasons, as you may judge 
J g 


by the qualifications of scme of the members of 


Montreal, May 12. 


rsatility Tops . 


my staff, namely: 


jescription m.c 


ind Victor recording 


the 


announcers who 


ve find Province’s champion 
also 


imitator, 


speaks 


star personality 


‘Tops’ class. 
Phil Lalonde 


Director, Station CKAC. 








ranscriptions 
Switching In 
West Canada 


Vancouver, B. C., May 17. 
Switching of ‘Easy Aces’ (disc) 
from CKWX to CJOR iast week 
marked the beginning of a general 
shake-up in the spotting of Sterling 
Products’ 
Fate of ‘Lorenzo Jones’ and ‘Stella 
Dallas’ is doubtful, but for the pres- 
ent they continue on CKWX. Bayer 
Aspirin’s ‘Backstage Wife,’ however, 
is reported due off very shortly. 
Stated that this show will be yanked 
from CJOC. Lethbridge, 
Trail; CKWX, Vancouver; 
Saskatoon; CFJC, Kamloops, as well 

as several Eastern Canada stations. 
CJOR copped another disker this 
week when Glidden Paint switched 


transcriptions. 


from CBR, government outlet here. ' 


Paint company’s five-minute spot 


was difficult to fit into the national | 
schedule without overlap- | 


station’s 
ping some. expensive 
tainer, 


network sus- 


WEMBLEY STADIUM 
ADS ON NORMANDY 


London, May 10. 


Wembley Stadium and the Rams- 
gate Carnival have each booked a 
series of spot announcements on 


Radio Normandy. 


Kathleen Court (England), Ltd., is 
another advertiser, booking spot an- 
nouncements from the same station 
to advertise Cooltan. 


e 
Docs Rap Mexico 
Houston, May 17. 
Medical Association’s 
Zoverning body last week urged 
medics to boycott Mexico because 
the latter has permitted the broad- 
casting of attacks upon the profes- 
sion. Resolution also took the Mex- 
ican government to task for allowing 
the airing of extravagant claims of 

medical cures and remedies. 
name Dr. J. R 
carrying on 


Texas State 


Resolution did not 
Brinkley, who has been 
from Mexican high-powered outlet 
since 1932. 


Dept. Store Trys Air 
Montreal. May 17. 
T. Eaton Co., largest department 
store in Canada, has bought a series 
9. dramatized 
Us ng CFCF 
Toronto, 


spots 
Montre al, 


and CBL 


CJAT, | 
CFQC, | 


TAKING IT SERIOUSLY 


British Board of Spelling 
Control Is Contemplated 


Game 


London, May 10. 
Following success of Spelling Bees, 
B.B.C. plans to foster new craze, 
which is a variant, under title of the 
‘Ghost Game.’ Latter is actually an 
old pastime in new guise, game being 
the one in which a word is spelt 


‘out letter by letter until one player 


is forced to add a letier completing 
a final word, object being to avoid 
as long as possible concluding the 
run, 

First effort will be May 22, when 


teams of six a side, representing 
parents and children, are being se- 
lected, 

For radio purposes, alterations and 
additions to norma’ simple rules will 
be employed, and arising from this 
B.B.C. intends to shoulder responsi- 
bility for forming a British Board of 
Spelling Game Control! Details of 
codification of rules are under con- 
sideration. 


French-Language Stations 
Delay Toronto Office; 
McGillvra Reps CKAC 


Montreal, May 17. 
CKAC has_ appointed 
McGillvra its exclusive 

representative in To- 
has been under discus- 
establishment of a spe- 
office in Toronto to handle time 
for CKAC and several other 
French-language stations. 

This idea has 
least three months. 


Station 
Joseph H. 
station 
ronto. Plan 
for the 


sales 


sion 
cial 

sales 
for at 


been shelved 


Carroll Levis on Hunt; 
Comics Very Scarce 
London, May 10. 
To find 12 artists for his next ra- 
dio show on May 24, Carroll (British 
3owes') Levis left London on 
month's tour of the country. He is 
holding auditions in Swansea, Liver- 
pool, Leeds, Chatham and Stratford 
(London), inviting unknown pro tal- 
ent and who have 
had an opportunity of broadcasting 
Particularly will Levis’s search be 
discovery of 


amateurs 


devoted to new come- 


fians, 


7 Yrs. on Normandy 
ndon, May 17. 
Son, Ltd, West End 
renewed its contract 
andy for the seven 


st contract for 


- mW) ] 
Spink & | 
Jewellers, has 
on Radio Norm 


in succession. Fir 


year 
yot announcements from that sta- 
yn Was placed with the Interna- 
tional Broadcasting Co, in February 
1932 
Ladderix, Ltd ind B Brand 
Ltd have eac wran iow the 
I rnational a lo ~ O 
lay concerts aod wing i - 
! from Radio Not md 


—-+ 


aAY PROPAGANDA 
MAKES ENEMIES 


Congressional Hearings De- 
velop Strong Attack on 
Proposals — See Opening 
Wedge of Serious Social- 








Political Significance as 
| Well as Rivalry to Private 
Capital 
ETHRIDGE BLUNT 
Washington, May 17 
Campaign to put the Government 
in the radio busine skidded Mon- 


day (16), when members of the House 


Naval Affairs Committee turned on 
| the Celler bill, authorizing construc- 
'tion of a high-powered short wave 
station at Washington for the pur- 
pose of counteracting ‘vicious’ for- 
eign propaganda being piped into 
South America by Germany and 
Italy 


. S.-owned transmitter would cost 
too much; non-commercial programs 
would tend toward dullness: and high 
Government officials would be sad- 
dled with ‘terrific responsibility’ for 
broadcasts that might offend some 
‘good-neighbor’ nation to the south, 
opponents declared. General con- 
sensus was that industry 
could furnish more attractive radio- 
fare, improve Pan American relations 
and spare Uncle Sam the embarrass- 
ment of any slip-ups that might be 
made by incautious speakers. 


private 


Attack on the 
Emmanuel Celler, New 
fathered the legislation, 
surprise afte 


tep 
who 


proposal of 
Yorker, 
came as a 


hearings for a similar 


West Coast short-waver Thursday 
(12) in the Senate drew no opposi- 
tion. Visible antagonism of Chair- 


Democrat, and 
House group, 
Similar fate 


man Vinson, Georgia 
other members of the 
hinted its early demise. 
already is being predicted for the 
; Chavez-McAdoo Senate bill, since 
same opponents of the legislation are 
' skedded to be heard by the Upper 
House group Wednesday (18). 
Sentiment of the committee was 
seen in the favorable reception given 
| Mark Ethridge, temporary president 
of the National Association of Broad- 





‘Telephone Vox Pop Draws Bell Veto 


On Grounds of Privacy Invasion 





Two Dummies 


Montreal, May 17 
Armand Marion, new French- 
language comic a la Bergen, 
being ‘roomed by station 
CKAC 
Marion works with two 


lummies 
Charlotte. 


lemme c 


illed 











English Actors’ Union 
Protests Amateurs On 


| 


t 





Radio-Cinema Series 


London, 


shows 


May 10 
Series of air planned by 
pb. &. ©. in 
mont-British nearly 
Variety Art 


protest at 


collaboration with Gau- 


fell 
istes Federation 


down, when 
lodged 
xing of pro- 
talent. V.A.F. 
importation of fresh non- 


proposed ml 
fessional and amateur 


declared 


pro stock would menace an already 
overcrowded vocational field, and 
that, in the circumstances, it didn’t 
wanna play. 


Situation brought B.B.C. and G.-B. 
representatives into a huddle, out of 
which emerged decision only to use 


| paid talent, concentrating contest on 


casters, who urged that government | 


should encourage private 


operators | 


to continue and improve the service | 


they are now rendering, rather than 
attempt by itself to ‘embark upon a 
deliberate program of propagandiz- 
ing through shortwave broadcasting.’ 
Copycatting of foreign nations by 
the U. S. would only breed ill-feeling, 
NAB prez declared, and Government 
would be placed in an uncomfortable 
position as censorship that 
would be unavoidable in picking and 
choosing speakers. U. S. operation 
likewise would vause retardation and 
possible 


revards 


abandonment of interna- 


(Continued on page 36) 


performers who had never had an 
opportunity of making the big time. 
For purposes of ruling, it will ap- 


parently suffice that talent shall have 
received payment at time or 
another for its act, so bringing near- 
into eligibility. 


some 


pro 


Horace Stoben Moves 


Toronto, May 17 


Horace Stoben, station relations , 
manager for Canadian Broadcasting ! 
Corp., formerly stationed in Ottawa, 
has been ransferred to Toronto. 


Entire production staff previously at 

Ottawa is being moved. 
Production activities will 

centered in Montreal and Toronto. 


WW/4J’s Audience Shows 
Detroit, May 17. 

WWJ has skedded three audience 
shows for the summer in its 350-seat 
radio theatre. 

They are ‘Souvenirs,’ Sundays at 
5:30 p.m.; ‘House Party,’ Thursday 
evenings at 10:30, and ‘Radio Extra,’ 
Fridays at 10:30 p.m. 


now be 


Last show will affect kids, who ac- | 


cording to Detroit’s curfew law can’t 
attend theatre after 10 p.m. unless 
accompanied by older persons. 


Black Horse Ale Shifts 

Montreal May 17. 
Thompson Agency |} 
the Black Horse 


J. Walter 


i as 
taken ove! 


Ale 


(Dawes) account Now preparing 
newspaper campaign 
fadio program to be lined up for 


the fall. 


: Clear Way for Possible Ratification 


Of Havana Pact This Session 


never | 


\ men 

With the bul if the U. S 1us- 
try agreeing to the chief provi 
the pact went to the Senate for rati- 
fication F lay (13). Whether For- 
eign Relations Committee will hold 
eal mined | ) 

) > p i ) prompt ac- 

yY prolo j ym ! i yn yO1 

) Wid 

I tl i! i ) sta 
Depart ) ] i j 
I ’ te R 

e ‘ t i 4 ‘ foi 
U S. yOaAdea 3 4 marly at] 


p n hone i 7 
jorme ( fu It i j ) j i- 
yy 
ef] rt to la t Ju i 
; mn Federal Co nunicatl 
Con mn rule proposals looks p 
) it ype that f i) ae ) 1 
pat be t ) 1 { W 
the FCC Nea 1 last »>D 
pone TY al I] 1 ) ) a) ’ 
J e 6b like ead Wa i j 
it ) 1 b i bah ) ! 
tine i cipated ro ) I ) 
9 ( r rn md i! 
tandgards until the co ri ; i 
S., Cuba lexico ( iia 
by itified, If A 
i ) ae) ’ 
(Continued on pa 5) | 


| 


| 


Executives of the Bell Te 
Co. have nixed the 
» originate a Vox Pop program via 
tele:zhone 


Idea 


deliver a 


was to call on six 
tte talk on a cur- 
An 


ano 


two-min 


rent subject via 
from the st 
} 


the audience listens in. 


telephone 


nouncer dials ation 


Station execs figured to expand the 
program to 
telephone interviews 

Bel] Teleph me engineer! 
1 trial broadcast and reported every- 


include long distance 


arrangeg 


thing okay. Superior: frowned on 
the project on the ground it trans- 
sressed on the privacy of telephone 


subscribers, 


Quiz Londoners 


For Subsequent 
Airing in U.S.A. 


Buffalo, May 17 

Sig Smith, WCGR - WKBW an- 
nouncer, is now enroute to England 
for a vacation. Will do a series of 
man-in-the-street interviews in Laon- 
don. British Broadcasting Corp. will 
make transcriptions to be shipped 
back here. 


Smith plans a number of questions 
including typical American 

> whether Londoners can 
stand it. 


CKWX, 1C60-WATTER, 
STRESSES SPECIALS 


Vancouver, B. C., May 17. 

Faced with tough competition from 
more powerful stations, CKWX, local 
100-watter, is stepping out energetic- 
ally to build-up listener interest with 
dozens of special-event broadcasts 
Project started four years ago umn- 
der an experimental license and Iast 
October went under a regular short- 
wave license. 


slang ta 
under - 


Arrival of spring pepped up tha 
campaign and saw CKWX. tech- 
nicians and announcers everywhera 
with mobile short-wave units or 3 
pack-transmitter. The 
plenty of novelties to its 
‘luiding a 


tation ha 
credit in 
bridge-opening broadcas 
tug in 
race 


from a mid-stream, airing 4 


boat from a launch, running 
commentary on the annual air-show 
covering the arrival of war-refugees 
China, ski-championships on 
Mountain, and numerous 


irom 
Grouse 
others 


Drys Express Anger 


Quebec, May 17 
Bluenose crities have lodved 4 pro- 
test with the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. against the commercial 
phasis in the Molson Bi 
‘ast over station CFCF 

CBC officials have 
tation CFCF persuade the brewer 


to modify the copy 


CMli- 
-wery NewSe 
Montreal 


‘queste 


] 
French-lanvuave newspapet 


ave 
»>Hpecen pre ured i} i] } Ta 
» ‘Cure de Village, 1150 9 26 
, 1 brewery Lette { ' > 
laity and cler tl for dil me 
I 5 eferenc to t 4 , ) as 
Edmonton's ‘Buy Now’ 
Edmonto May 17 
\ i od 1] to 1 } il 
) BT , } 
) J] ti CF.IN pu mn 
> | ) ! ra i spot md 
! a j 0 
Call ' i ° at yn via 
» f pa j ‘med to 
i local b ; 
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? 
160 Non-Web Stations Within Terms 9 A" SMM 70 MPEN | Cremo’s Summer Tests 
Succeds Dwight Rerer as G. M. of | = 
Philly Station | Cremo cigars started a test cam- 
; fe nate | —_ |paign for a stretch across the sum- 
usiclan Win act Arthur Simon goes in as station|mer over WABC, CBS’ N. Y. 
ee manager of WPEN, 1,000-watt Phila- | fountainhead, this week with Arthur 
delphia station, June e Succeeds | Godfrey piping up a live show from 
> ee , Dwight Rorer, who returns to his | Washington. Two other a egg 4 
C law practice. Appointment was Made | stations, WEEI in Boston, anc 
Copies of the plan of settlement EA § S — pe an sae Yl _ WE! |. Boston, 3 
end schedules have been mailed out 139,220 D R IR yesterday by Hyla Kiczales, general | WBBM in Chicago, will carry e.t.’s of 





ic the non-network affiliated 
tions by the broadcaster committees | 


fa 
Slda- 





ON 7-WK. WLW BAIT: 








manager of WOV and WBL, N. Y. | the programs for the sponsor. 
and WPEN, Philadelphia. ! Dependent on the results of the 


— 


MICKEY OUT, 
~ BOB HOPE IN 


Hollywood, Mey 17, 

Lord & Thomas agency and Weit 
Disney have called it quits after 20 
weeks of Mickey Mouse on air for 
Pepsodent. 

Agency has signed Bob Hope to 
| head variety show in fall for tccth- 
| paste outfit. 








Nason Oldham Replaced 
Columbus, May 


- 


Benny Bee has replaced Naso; 
Oldham as tenor of the Melody 
| Land program which WHKC origi- 
| nates for the Mutual web. Oldhan 
léft show because of illness 
Maids of Melody and Org; 
i} John Agnew remain on progra: 














which had done the negotiating with | _Simon was at one time with test will be Cremo activities on the 

ihe American Federation of Musi- | | Variery’s Coast staff and in the | air next season, Account, which was 

cians. Stations whose income is un- | Cincinnati, May 17. treasurer's office at NBC. lonce a big web advertiser, had been 

( 20,000 are exempt from the A mail count of 139,220 requests | So oe | off the — “9 paged Pong yg 

Ho ment. Since there are about a ‘ ’ ee . nosing out with a series oO re 

gee pu ee Ei raped Megy : fi samples of Saymen’s Soap dure Cedric Foster on MBS ‘treasure hunt’ programs produced | 

further musicians employment on! ing a seven-week offer on WLW is Siceiiied Stes 3% locally in seven. key. towns last 
out 160 tions of the non-affil- | "eported .by Robert G. . Jennings Petes Must cakes Hr gee winter. Most of these are now off. 

jated classification. Estimated addi- | head man of the Crosley stations’ WTHT. Protons , feed his an et Lawrence Gumbinner is the agency 

tional employment from such source’ biz department. Were Born’ program to the Mutual on the account. 

s 900 musicians. Sponsor uses a_ thrice-weekly | network on May 22. Also continues i 

+ Quite a number of these indie sta- | morning 15-minute program with! to be fed to Colonial. Guy. Phillips Fitzsimmens, Jr., sax 

tions have had musicians on their | mountain music by talent from the Assisting Foster are Bob Martineau player, added to staff orchestra at 

payrolls as a regular thing, with the | WLW-WSAI staff. and Jack Lloyd 'WOWO and WGL, Ft. Wayne. 

aggregate pay roll for 1937 amount- —_ 

ing to $750,000 Under the sched- _ ee ae . at ae 

ules now proposed this annual ex- 


penditure should be upped another 
$750.000, making it a total of $1.- 
500.000 a year that the non-affiliates 
will agree to spend for musicians | 
during the next two years. 





NO MORE GRACE 
TO INDUSTRY 


——_ 


J Washington, May 17. 
No period of grace for harrassed | 
broadcasters wanting more oppor- 
tunity to digest the rule revisions 
which the Federal Communications | 
Commission proposed early this | 
month. 
After granting three-week delay | 
and broadening the scope of the | 
previously-listed super-power hear- 
ings, the FCC last week rejected pe- 
tition of the National Association of 
Broadcasters for additional time to 
compile economic and technical data 
and to prepare arguments, Con- | 
sequently, the NAB chiefs shelved | 
plan to have informal discussion 
with the Ccmmish about general 
regulatcry problems, including the 
barrage of questionnaires for eco- 
nomic data, and will present com- | 





prehensive protests against exces- | 
“ae z , ‘ | 
sive governmental dictation when | 


the new policy issues are aired. 





Menken’s ‘Experimental | 
Theatre’ Over WMCA 


Larry Menken, who recently lefi a 
writer-production berth at CBS, has 
made a deal with WMCA, N. Y., to 
show-case an ‘experimental theatre’ 
series of dramatizations. Programs 
are carded ‘o start in June, with 
definite date as yet unset. 

Radio adaptations from works of 
Robert Louis Stevenson and Edgar 
.A. Poe are included in the series. 
WMCA will cuff the time for the 
shows and Menken supply them 
gratis in an effort to attract sponsor 
inierest. 








Grocers’ Angie | 





Oklahoma City, May 17 
Procter & Gamble and General 
Mills, co-sponsors of Oklahoma City 
Indian baseball games over KTOK. 
offer a case of wheaties or ivory soap 
to each batter hitting a home run. 
KTOK buys the Wheaties or Ivory 
Hi retail from the first grocer calling 
the siation after hearing the broad- 
cast. 





There’s a Mrs. Bottle 


Asbury Park, May 27. 

Phil Baker's ‘Bottle, Harry Mc- 
Naughton, was married here today 
io Marion Turpie, champ femine 
golfer. 

Ceremony was witnessed by Mr 
and Mrs. Harry VonZell and Ward 
Wilson, ‘Beetle’ on the same show 
and Mrs. Wilson, 








Ist Mr. Fix-It Back 
St. Louis, May 17. 
Ray C. Schroeder who originated 
the ‘Mr. Fix-it’ program over WIL 
jin November, 1930, has returnea to 


his stint for the David G. Evans 
Coffee Co. after a 12-months’ ab- 
sence. Schroeder abandoned the 


air waves a year ago to take up a 
copy desk job on a local rag but 
tossed that overboard to help run 
a weekly in the sticks. 

During his absence from WIL the 
‘Mr, Fix-it’ program was conducted 
by Leo A. Maginn. 








| SEABISCUIT-WAR ADMIRAL DUEL 


—A CBS SPORTS EXCLUSIVE 






facilities, sports fons of cll America will 
the crowded grandstand; will follow every detail 
between Man-of-War's Son and Grand-son. Brya 
More than 10,000,000 CBS listeners heard Lawrin 


On May 30, the long-awaited meeting of Secbiscuit 
ond War Admiral will focus holiday-attention of a nation on 


Belmont's festive track. Exclusively through Columbia Network 


share the best seat in 


in this $100,000 duel 


n Field broadcasting. 


race to gollant victory 


in the Kentucky Derby, May 7. More millions, through June, July, 


August and September, will hear the most important races of the sea- 


son os they are run at Aqueduct, Belmont, Empire, Jamaica ond 


Sorctoga. They will be covered in detail by Bryan Field; brood- 





E 





CBS AUDIENCE FIRST TO LEARN ANSWE 


cost exclusively over the Columbia Broadcasting System. 


NETWORK BRO 


anenst® 


Grectest meeting of collegiate crews in the country is the 


ennucl regatta at Poughkeepsie on the Hudson. Rowing enthu- 


siosts wonder if this yeor, with its bumper crop of 
‘will produce a successful challenger to Washington 


ocy. Columbia's audience, early in the evening of J 


will be the first to learn the answer. For Columbia alone 


will be seated in the officials’ launches, on the train, 
ond of reserved vantage points along the 


course... broadcasting the race os if happens! 


good crews, 
"s suprem- 
une 27 
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\) other facilities not engaged in pub- | é 
: SLAND lic broadcasting for hire. | ? 
Bowker measure had been direct- | 

ed toward Leland C. Bickford, edi- 

tor-in-chief of the Yankee and | 
| iS DEFEATED | Colonial Network news services. | 
| | and his employer, John Shepard, III. | 
| Bickford had recently declared over a « 

ansioRbeaies the air that the members of the | 
Se ee ee a + 


General Court could be bought any- 





| Boston, May 17. where from a $10 bill to a pound of ° . | 
State Senaie last week defeated | tea. Alumnus of Inland Broadcasting After Seeing and 
the radio slander and defamation | gg amperes ae i i 
ee ee rue be’ coker, | elk Machines Seite | Hearing Manhattan Up Close Thinks Better of 
| Philip G. Bowker, by a vote of 21 to| With Lewis, Devine June24| the Stations Back Home 


14, after strong objection had been! Hubbell Robinson. Jr.. of Young 8. | 


| eer eee ener 
interposed by the Massachusetts! Rubicam, sails for Europe June 24. | ; : 
He will be gone ae | (The Anonymous - By-Request;his Mecca—a network show—or, as 
’ State Broadcasting Association e will be gone for a month. e 
siieies . oe : Booking passage with him are Tom author of this article is now in N. Y.|a consolation prize, a program on a 
is had passed th ) Nlé 5 : = ar : aT , nowy V } Te. Tork station Announ I 
House had passed the bill May 5. Lewis, who produces the Kate radio and known to VAriety before|New York tation, Ann cers, 
Bowker measure sought to hold! Smith-Calumet show for Y&R. and and since } ~ Singers, musicians ne more iC 
station Owners and political speak-| Jerry Devine, freelance scriptist Years ago every vaudevillian| cessful they are in their local field 


ers liable for slander. In addition 


. sain a looked to the Palace, in New York 
to the Jatter bill the House adopted | 


the more certain they are that the 





Ralph Sayres, formerly sales man-|as his Mecca. Even one week in that greatest glories await ther ~ New 
an amendment, proposed by Rep.|ager of KYW, Philadelphia, has!| theatre meant success, even if noth-|* ~~ . Re ces ae 
Charles J. Innes, banning ship-to-| joined the sales staff of the Asso-| ing further was achieved York, or Hollywood. Any wi 
shore radio telephone systems and/|ciated Recorded Pri gram Service Today every artist » radio has!no success unles; it bears the net 
SS ——— = ~ — 
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CBS BROADCASTS U.S. GOLF EXCLUSIVELY 
A game played by over 6,000,000 Americans is a noturol rodio ottrac- 
tion. As in 1937, only Columbia will attend the big motches of the year 
| —the National Open from Denver, (June 9-11) the P. G. A. Champion- 
| ship from Shawnee-on-Delaware, (July 10-16) the Notional Amateur 


from Oakmort, Pittsburgh, (September 12-17) the Women's Amo- 
] teur from Wilmott, Illinois, (September 19-24). The latest in field ¢ 


equipment and shortwave transmission will ensure on accurate 
> 





report of every important drive, chip shot and putt. Americo's 


Ace Sportscaster Ted Husing, will be ot the microphone. 









| 
Only Columbio microphones will be permitted ot the mo- 

. f jor tennis tournaments played in the United States this yeor— 

y including the first home defense of the Davis Cup in ten years. 
U.S.L.T.A. officials credit much of last year's record-breoking ottend- 
once at Forest Hills to Ted Husing's colorful accounts of the motches 
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~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 





played there. Columbia listeners will readily understand why, for they 
know the excitement of shifting court fortunes as they ore reported 
egainst o pulsating bockground of stroke and volley. They alreody 
onticipate CBS descriptions of the North American Zone 
Finals (August 11-13) the Inter-Zone Finals (August 18-20) the 
National Doubles, Men ond Women, (August 22-27) the 
Davis Cup Finals (September 3-5) ond the National 
Singles, Men ond Women, (September 7-17). 








work, New York, or Hollywood 
stamp. 

In New York, all effort is expended 
on the network shows, but what sad 
jobs are being done on local shows. 
They seem even less important than 
the ‘fill-ins’ in the newspapers. Many 
local announcers could never make 
the grade in the sticks. One ubiqui- 
tous announcer on a leading New 


York station would find himself « 


ed, to iy the le 4 
present ) ne ( e¢ i 
it >in 1¢ H 
4 ( p ) ind 1 poe 
l inde t—let al é e | 
ici ad Cl t < ( 
() ( Bi té e € 
hen they tell how they r some- 
ind go into more and ore 
iOoppy pronunciations So-called 
commentators and new porters 
mispronounce lames in the news 
the name ‘Smetana’ has been in the 
MM for ymetime now and only 
t evening three different new e- 
porters gave three such wholly d-f- 
ferent pronunciations that the seri- 
ous new pecame very humorou at 
least to one listener 
Partic pating programs ! ne 
sticks pride themselve on the 
quality of accounts permitted or 
LInese Personality Program yet 
tening to one of these tuttering 
tammering, Ladies of the Mor: } 
talking about-a product ‘everyone 
knows and uses,’ getting her toncue 
so tangled up in the name mispro- 


| nunciation, gave joyous relief from 
| what otherwise sounded like the 
| patent insides of a country weekly, 
} with its liquor and medicine adver- 
|tising, Granted that radio siations 
| have a right to these ads, but hardly 
the most suitable for these feminine 
| personalities. In the sticks these 
| fe minine programs are able to proj- 
fect friendly, likeable personalities, 
without resorting to gooey sentimen- 
| tality, baby talk, and smelling of 
| over-the-fence soap-suds. 
Those A. M. Requests 
| New York local musical and va- 
j; riety shows still play requests for 
| Mrs. Hossenfoof, and play Happy 
| Birthday for Mrs. Klatchenhuff. In 


| the sticks the musical shows have 
| the dignity and the polish that be- 
| speak earnest preparation—with 


special] arrangements of the newest 
numbers. One network trio dd one 
arrangement of a number (not par- 
ticularly popular, and not pariicu- 
larly good) three times in a space of 
iwo months. A trio in the sticks did 
a special arrangement of this num- 
ber once, continuing on later pro- 
grams with newer numbers. - 

A singer who couldn’t get on in 
ihe sticks with even one sustaining 

week, with the help of a Joud- 
talking, fast-talking, money-spending 
promoter is now on a National net- 
work several times a week. 

In New York, from the snappiest 
receptionist on up, they know all the 
answers in radio: exceptional talent 
and exceptional shows, without 
| money, or fast-talking promoiers, of 
contacts with the right people, find 
only closed doors. In the sticks, 

J 
i 





they’re not so sure they know 


| ail 
| they listen to people and to 


OWS 
|They make their decisior and 
youre not told to ‘come back some 
| Tuesday.’ 

Meanwhile, from the sticks they 
| come—spending hard-earned money 
waiting heart-trying days, weeks 
j and months—and they come because 
jthey believe what they read—that 
radio WANTS new talent, new idezs 
and new shows. After a while, they 
| join the rest of the throng in telk- 
| ing about the ‘breaks’—the style 
singer who was blocked every time 
by men who insisted on caring for 
her hours away from the micro- 
phone—the baritone who did ‘big’ in 
the sticks but auditioned for the 
wrong person—the announcer who 
did network from the sticks but 
never a local from the big city—the 





ivirl with the wonderfu! voice ane 
} 
jair personality—the trio with 


|vreat singing arrangement the 
| quartette the....the well, the 
: ee é, 
| breaks—that’s all—the break 


What's the answer? Not the agents 
who vet one or six stars and spend 
their time nursing temperaments. 
Not the receptionist, who must keep 
aying ‘no’ or get fired. Not you-—- 
you're too busy with a million and 
one other things—but who? but 
what? but how? 

Andrews Sisters fly to New York 
from Chicago next weekend to record 
eivht ditties for Decca. Now on 
Wrigley program, 
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Now that the 
U.S A. is on 


spotlight in 


‘educational programs’ 


V. . RIE TY 


RADIO 





the | tions and 


freshness and 


other 


methods 
new 


Amusing Anglo-Yank Debate On 
English as She Is Spoke, Educ. Gem 


of giving 
viewpoints to 


LEO FITZPATRICK 

‘Ft Can Be Done 

30 mins. 

HOUSEHOLD FINANCE 

Wednesday, 16:50 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(B. B. D. & O. 


Fitzpatrick, one of radio’s 
and now fellow 
tudinous poet Edgar Guest 
on latter’ s show (11) to prove 
patrick’s career) can be done. 


REVI IEWS — 


pioneers, 
‘itizen of the plati- 


guested 
it (Fitz- 
Drama- 


tization of the 17 years the general- 


i ; gener: 4 sree : teaching. 
and it seems generally agreed that ung. Be 4. |\manazer of WJR. Detroit, has been in 
this species of broadcast suffers| Listeners to geography broadcasts, | es ting was finely done. It had 
lamentably from dullness and lack for instance, will be taken on ‘travel ace ‘ ad held interest. And Fitz, in 
of showmanship, it may be useful to trips to Italy, Czechoslovakia, Ger- oie himselt was swell Originally 
red-ring efforts in this field that ac- | many, France, Russia and what have Dp wages. Rarer ete ae a eveamatasan 
H . c . 
complish the feat of being entertain- you. History will consist of topical , ol a wm ia vate rede if the 
ing as well as instructive Such a taiks yn world affairs the day, pss - =s aha . a 
ay : : } . EGE aT - ..* | role was a pushover 

meee See See ees. vonts—dise - og: oo Yarn began when Fitz began In 

-C ? > im: rd it. | ts iscovery of America, open- . pee Whee es 
over Columbia. (How many heard 1 1 very of Am , & ees : notes dene 
a+ 2 c. =" wena exh he p ott West along the Oregon radio, shifted ft im me © ait SOF} lal 
atop. m. of a Saturaay is sometn : : 5 a partment of the Kansas City Star to 
s}sa! ' ‘tance les j t] fact | Trail, etc yr concentrations on Eng- |: _ ' ; 
else') Importance lie in tne a Tall uest of | Putting on programs for the station 
} | } ' ‘ - 7 | I st V alkKs ‘onquest oO a am wean : 
that the subject-matter was inner- 5 jon aheel Shan cared >» bagged hi 
ntly provocative. and it made a live- | disease, speed, labor movement, | the sheet then owned. He bagged 
on tA pl SANs 7 an. ort lanvua? gardening music first renown when producing an ow 
ly 30 minutes. a ] om led . 7 ’' show using the oreh of the late Carl- 

From London two speake A Tovical prog ams take . air Fri- ton Coon and Juve Sx unders. That was 

Nocks (7?) chap and a John N. Sim-! gay afterno we frst being mike tour | Peiore anyone would believe a lis- 
mons, sooke on behalf of the Cam- | or tpn, Emp ig P= hibition Glessow.| tener v yuld stay up beyond regular 

} . r - r ‘ sas - ds ul aibipve > : ass . * : t} : » ¢ 1aC to 
bridge University Union. Two speak For senior pupils, there will be dis- beatime for anything the alr h id to 
ers from the American side acted as) oucsion groups. with talks on foreign | Offer. But out K.C. way th Black 

. 4 aa oe I ‘ ‘ « . S , ro 

the siices of bread sandwiching the | apairs problems of the Empire, and Hawk’ program is still remembered 


British roast beef. 
than debate, there were four 
points, all literate, a 
humor and a lot of thought- 
remarks a la H. L. 
perennial Anglo-American 
over English as she is spoke. 

Novelties in 
cuss'on were 
ing Yankee speech, 


the transoceanic 


and an 


United Kingdom. 
Erudite discussions can have 
light touch Educational progr 


need not be yawn-inducing. 


More symposium | the art 
View - 
sprinkling of 
agitating 
Mencken on th 
quarrel 


an Englishman def 
Amer 


championing the verbal ways of the 


On the 


NOON’ 
With 
dis- | Music, Singing 
nd- | 30 Mins. 


ican | Sustaining 


Half 


the very plea 


ams 


Monday, 2 p. m, 
WEAF-NBC, N. 
hour of 
sant and 
ments Al Roth 


oft writing 


‘MUSIC FOR MONDAY 


Al Roth’s orchestra, 


dance 
soothing 
Swings 


producing 


AFTER- 


Phil 


Fitz then went 
auquas, during 
his wife. 
Fitz proving the 


which days 


‘show must 
dying 

That about touched the top 
biographical sketch, 
hen getting an offer 
he J 


Brite 


touring the 


with the 
to run WJR for 


Chau- 


he met 
Drama was introduced with 


go on, 


even though his wife was pronounced 


for the 
hero 


~wel Phonograph Co. Fadeout 
ime soon after when Dick Richards 
bought up the broadcasier and Fitz 

music with Was perched in his present job 
arrange- After taking-encore bows, it was a 
the baton | natural for the program to get Fitz 


for an NBC orchestra. Phil Brito, | in on the controversy of whether old 

contrary, they ean be bright and ar- baritone. being groomed NBC. Scotch ballads should be scored for 

resting. This one proved it. Lavd. es m couple of numbers asreeably swing or not. ‘Loch Lomond’ was 

eee enough Combo of rhythm by Roth tried both ways by Frankie Masters 

London, May 10. and baritoning by Brito make an |O°rchestra with the original scoring 

Part of regular B.B.C. radio service okay Monday afternoon sustainer, | Winning. Stacked a little for that 

comprises broadcasts to schools or- Band is headed for things, method. Much help trom vocalist 

ganized in conjunction with educa- as it is very smooth. Marion Frances. Studio audience 

tional authorities, and for summer a palm-pounded the poll. 

series just started a record total of Edgar Guest had little to do but 

8.200 schools will be on the register, MAURICE SPITALNY’S ORCH. say ‘It Can Be Done, and He Did It. 
comoared with 6,400 last year. Daily 30 mins. Bert. 


provrams cover widest 


possible 
range of subjects, with authoritative 


Sustaining 
Friday, 8 p.m. 











| PETER HIGGINS 


experts assigned to each, material WJZ. NBC, New York Vocal 
comprising striaght talks, outside For those who like their orchestral AS Mles..-t.ecal 
commentaries, dramatic presenta- music sweet, Maurice Spitalny should Sustaining : 
fill the bill. Aired through Pitts- Wed.-Fri. 6:30 p. m 
burgh’s KDKA, Friday night, WKRC Pastnnadt 
Spitalny’s crew showed itself to be . B st 
a tightly-paced outfit. Played almost}. Although he has hit the air lanes 
crcFal ,Atong hs ts nes 





MONTREAL 
GOOD COMPANY 


Families in this great market 
NBC network features on 

American advertisers 
showkt take a»dvantage of Mont- 
realers’ receptive mood in pe- 
rinds now available adjacent te 
outstanding NBC pregrammes. 


N. B. C. 


Affiliate 








WEED & COMPANY, CFCF UNITED 


STATES REPRESENTATIVES 
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Brother of 


‘iTective. 
ing several 
tempo that 
it never 

Spitalny 
in Fay Parker 
Miss Parker is 
Sherman a 







the orchestra’s 
Spitalny, 
anyone in 


Dark.’ 


Phil 


Maestro got 
times 
verged 
crossed the line. 

has two excellent 
and Billy 
throaty 


tenor, whose 


and Leopold Spi- 
talny leans mostly to the violins, very 
the crew chlick- 
with a quickened | Per. 
on s 


however, 
favor 


Sherman. 
type 
selections 
conformed with the general pace of | oul 
arrangements. 

doesn’t dwarf 
of himself. 
peared only once with his violin and 
showed nicely with ‘Romance in the) en, 


tenor voice that rates 


clubs for years, mostly 
Irish tunes are his forte, yet 
give a romantic 
in the pop vein 


though 
soloists and turn in 


bers. His 
temporary, 


chore on this 
while headlining 


and 


attention. He’s 
been a standard single in vaude and 
as bill top- 


he can 


twist to love tunes 


an im- 


| pressive performance on heavy num- 
station is 
at Look- 


House, nearby Kentucky night 
spot. 
For accompaniment he has Ruth 
He ap- Lyons, organ; Gladys Lee, piano; 


Bob Keys, guitar, 


accordion, 


and Johnny Field- 
from the station’s staff, 


Koll. 


















ADIO ADVERTISING 


SUCCESS 


PROGRAM: “The Green Hornet” 


AGENCY: 











Half hour drama portraying a newspaperman’s singlehanded 
fight against “law breakers within the law". Modern in plot; 
played by WXY2's professional radio artists. Time of Broad- 
cast: 7:30 to 8.00 P.M. Tues. & Thurs. (fall & winter schedule) 
After tima change: 6.38 to 7:00 P.M. Tues. & Thurs. (spring & 
summer schedule} 


N.W. Ayer & Son, Inc. 


Selected “The Green Hornet™ a6 approoriate for the big job of 
selling MORE Premium Quality milk to MORE people in Mich- 
igan. The conclusion is that the agency, the “show” and the 
facilities deserve equal sharing of the glorious accomplishment, 


FACILITIES: Michigan Radio Network 





oR 


The ONE network in ONE state, dominating Michigan's 
EIGHT major markets at ONE low cost. Exclusive state cover- 
age that combines thriving manufacturing centers with the 
big metropolitan market of Greater Datroit. 


pio NETWORK 





Mrcnanl te 


WXYZ ¥ 
KEY STATION | ** $ 


4 
ie 


‘ 
e 





The Paul H. Raymer Co., Representative 


DETROIT 
MICHIGAN 
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| THE MAN IN THE BARN’ SWEET ADELINE 
With Lou Krugman, Mary erate, | With Sammy Fuller, Ralph Nyland, 
Gale Henshaw, George Herman,| Steve Merrill, Harry Mana ana 
Alex Alexander, Joe Ducey, Ed| Herbert Spieckerman 
Nelson, James Halliwell, Jean Vocal 
Marvey and George H. Coombs,'| 15 Mins. 
Jr. ; Sustaining 
30 Mins.—Loeal Thursday, 11:15 p. m. 
M-G-M SHORTS WLW, Cincinnati 
Wednesday, 9:59 p. m. As title and time indicate, this 
WHN, New York concoction is aimed ~ at stay-up- 


This made good radio entertain- 
ment. And a nice plug over the 
Loew-owned WHN for the Metro 
short subject, “The Man in The} 
Barn.’ It’s the story of John Wilkes | 
Booth, Lincoln’s assassin, and the} 
long, weird mystery of whether he 
died in a Maryland barn, as some 
stories report, or escaped and lived 
for years in the Orient. 

Arthur De Bra tHays office) was 
on program, too, for a short talk on 
shorts 

An 1uthoress, Zola Forrester, 
claiming to be Booth’s grand-daugh- 
ter, appeared on the program after 
the dramatization. Quizzed by nar- 
rator George Coombs, Jr., she rat- 


tled off 
facts In 


name dates and asserted 
support of her statement 
History, however, officially does not 
report Booth as a married man, 
Told ina non-consecu- 
tive flashbacks, the WHN _ produc- 
tion was a narrative form, illutrat- 
ing controversial phases of the plot, 
which was widely thought’ to have 
involved government higher-ups, 
though this never revealed. 
Strange behavior of pursuit troops, 
odd deletions from a diary and its 
failure to appear at the original trial 
of Booth’s conspirator all made in- 
teresting sidelight on an obscure 
and shadowy chapter in American 


series ol 


Was 


history. 
Was nicely done throughout, un- 
der Gene Ford’s directtion, in writ- 


general 
Gilbert 
helped a 


ing, directing, suspense and 
clarity. Sound effects by 
Mack and Arthur Gilbert 
lot, too. 


CLEM McCARTHY 


| ‘The Preakness’ 


15 Mins. 
AMERICAN OIL CO. 
Saturday, 5:45 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Joseph Katz) 

Clem McCarthy” rather badly 
marred his spieling of the Preakness 
classic for three-year-olds from Pim- 


lico track last Saturday (14). When 
the hosses were rounding into the 


backstretch, the describer detailed 
their running order, concluding 
‘Dauber is last, a half a mile behind.’ 

But several seconds later, on mak- 
ing the next call, McCarthy named 
them coming into the homestretch, 
and listeners were electrified to 
learn that Dauber was fighting it 
head-to-head with Menow, and 
passed him to win handily. No hoss 
over his rivals in the 
manner McCarthy's description inti- 
mated. It 
possibility. 

Otherwise McCarthy 
doing best on color and building sus- 
pense during the long. post-hold 


|when most of the entrants were frac- 


|tious. His chatter on the driving 
{rain which made a ..orass of the 
|oval and drenched the mob was 
good. It must have been a slip of 


speech which made the vet track- 
talker err in so crucial a moment of | 
his comment. 

American Oil bankrolled the pro- 
gram along the Atlantic seaboard; 


sustaining. Plugs were in oke order 


| OF THE ATR’ 
| With Don Richards, Mary McHugh, 
Lucille Linwood, Jimmy Rich, Ben 
Grauer. 
Variety 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Thursday, 8:30 p. m. 
WJIZ-NBC, New York 
Fast 15 minutes of song 
spersed with light trivia makes up | 
Lanny Grey’s ‘Rhythm School.’ It’s 
a lively quarter hour competently 
done by juveniles. 








Quartet closed. 


| Rhythm School 


| HOWARD MILHOLLAND 
| With Eva Garcia 

115 Mins. 
Sustaining. 
Nightly, 7 
> 


} 

' 

p.m, 

|2 GB, Sydney. 

| First talent importations from 
NBC and away to a nice air start. 
| Milholland’s stuff is new for over 
a *, but easily understandable: 


| whilst the piano work of Eva Garcia 
along Spanish lines is most pleasing 

| Two artists arrived on 

from U.S. and went on the air 

| day over 15 minutes’ span. Milhol- 

| stories are the 

| here have not 

| before even on the 

stage. Which 


artist and 


land’s Negro 
(light, and for 
heard 
| revue 
for the 


high- 


vaude- 
makes it nicer 
audience alike. 


Rick, 


| Theme tune sandwiches 
lof male 


| two 


would be a physical im- 


was. o.k., | 


across the rest of the country it rode | 


and inserted in the less annoying | 
moments. Dauber at least was not |} 
credited with using Amoco gas to 
give him his closing charge of 
strength. Bert. 


| LANNY GREY ‘RHYTHM SCHOOL 


inter- . 


Lanny Grey is the professor in 
charge. Initial bill held solos by | 
Don Richards, baritone, Mary Mc- 
| Hugh and Jimmy Rich, who sang | 4 
nursery rhymes and played the or- | 
gan. Sing-Sing sisters (McHugh | 
and» =Linwood) harmonized = and 


a Sunday | 
next | 


been 


laters, particularly men, in the mood 
for a bit of barber-shop harmonizing 
a breakdo wha 
quartet treatment of pop 
Explanatory chatter is han- 
intimate fashion by Sammy 
dubbed Professor. 
On program caught ‘I'm Forever 
Blowing Bubbles’ was the number 
used to enlighten budding foursomes. 
Harry Muna, is first to solo a 
~w bars of his part. Same thing 
jone in turn by Herbert Spiecker- 
man, baritone; Ralph Nyland, second 
tenor, and Steve Merrill, top tenor, 
All hands do okay 

Then follows the combo handling, 
likewise to the good Listeners are 
encouraged to chime in at their end. 
Saturday would be a more suitable 
night for this weekly stanza. Koil 


ditties. 
died in 
Fuller, 


bass, 1 first t 


‘THAT CERTAIN WOMAN’ 
With Basil Rathbone, Rosella Towne, 
Jeffrey Lynn 
15 mins. 
Transcription 
GRUEN WATCH 
Friday, 10 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 
(McCann-Eric kson) 
Changing its time on the air from 
7:30 to 8 p.m. Friday evenings to 10 
to 10:30, the transcribed Acadeny 


Theatre of the Air sample last Fri- 
day (13) was first episode adaptation 
of ‘That Certain Woman.’ Other half 


to be heard on the next 
Warner Bros. talent and 


heat. Using 
waxing the 


program on the Coast, the material 
on the current two-part broadcast is 
also Warners, company having made 


‘That Certain Woman’ during the past 
season with Bette Davis as its stat 
Although suspense was maintained 
in the air adaptation, the action was 
slow and the dialog extended In 
portions the script as well as the 
playing summed up to teary dtra- 
matics. Someone on the program 
mispronounced the word ‘machina- 
tions’ in connection with an approach 
to a plug for Warner's current re- 


lease of ‘Robin Hood,’ this winding 
up. 

Players were Basil Rathbone, Ro- 
| sella Towne and Jeffrey Lynn. Latter 


are newcomers to the Warner 
, contract list. Their radio appearances 
is somewhat in the nature of training 
for them. 








No.1 Pastime 


| 
' 
| 
| 


® WKY is the big 
favorite with Okla- 
homans—they like 
its programs andits 
alertness to events. 
Then, too, Okla- 











homa has been lis- 
tening to WKY for 

18 years. Talk your 
@ products into Okla- 
4a homathroughWKY 
... it covers more 
of the state’s radio 
homes than any 
other station —62” 
within th the 2 daytime 


primary area. 


| OKLAHOMA CITY 
OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE 








OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING co. 
Representative —— The & apere © 


ee. - 
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1,000 Newspaper 
Radio Policies! 


There's no trick to getting up a list of radio editor: 
names as, say, Ben S. Gross. Ben Gross writes the radio column f 
the New York Daily News. The New York Daily News circulates 
1,718,217 copies daily, and 3,026,323 on Sundays. You don't need 
any kind of research to spot Ben Gross, Dinty Doyle, or others writing 


for newspapers of such circulation. 
But what about the South Bay Daily Breeze? 


That's & good paper, too, read by 3,218 citizens of Redondo, 
Calif. It carries radio information with the same fidelity of the bigger 
papers. It circulates among peoole owning radio sets just the way 


the giant News does. 


But did you ever find the South Bay Daily Breeze on any 


"standard" listing of radio editors or policies? 


If your lists aren't inclusive, you can improve them by checking 
against the radio editors’ section in the forthcoming Vol. Il of the 


VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY. 


Policies of 1,000 newspapers are listed. And the information 


includes: 


Type of material used by the radio editor: type of cuts or mats 
accepted; stations regularly listed in the editor's column or log; per- 
tinent personal information on the editor; and type of newspaper 


(morning, evening, Sunday, etc.). 


Insofar as can be determined, this list is the most comprehensive 
ever issued anywhere. It is suggested that an immediate order of 
the DIRECTORY will insure an immediate delivery after the date of 
publication. The price, as in the past year, is $5 the copy, postage 
prepaid (but duty not prepaid in foreian nations). 
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Doctors’ 
Problem to Radio, Walker Explains 


will be no racket on broad- 
frequencies, but since the ex- 


Washington, 
with which to 


May 17. | there 


Weapons fight cast 


dines mothering diathermy ma pense is considerable most doctors 
rs ‘ m q ine 

‘ ‘ep , are unwilling to take the necessary 
chines were asked of Congress, Mon- And the Commish 


preventive steps. 
Com- has no authority 
smuch as. they 


day (16), by the Federal 


Commission. i 


to force them, in- 


munications legally are not 


With doctors’ gadgets becomi1n guilty ! unlicensed operation of 
; radio transmitting equipment. 

more and more of a problem to Unlikely anything will be done 
broadcasters, the FCC sent to the {ft veal Commish letter does not 
Capitol the draft yf } proposed D } the matter before any leg S- 
amendment to the 1934 law under lative committees and the adjourn- 
which any device spouting out in- nent date is so near there is only a 
terfering signals could be gagged lim chance that parliamentary 
Acting Chairman Paul A. Walker, ™aneuvering can be accomplished at 
explained that growing practice im- session 
pairs radio service and demands 
drastic steps 


KIRO PHONE GIRL DOES 
AD LIB BROADCASTS 


Seattle, May 17. 


In the opinion of the Commission, 


unless measures for suppression or 
mitigation can be promptly under- 
there is real danger that the 
usefulness of a large part of the 
radio spectrum for commercial pur- 


taken, 


’ : Dorothy Swanson, working night 

»0ses will be destroyed,’ he said in 4 ’ 5 
; lett to Vice-President John N shift on KIRO switchboard, now do- 
ener —* 2S nh ‘ I i “ : 7 
ing sub-deb in ‘Feminine Forum 


Garner. 

Suggested new Section 330 of the 
Communications Act would give the 
FCC power to make such rules and 
regulations and to prescribe such 
conditions and restrictions as are 
needed to prevent interference with 
radio signals from any apparatus 
which uses radio frequency energy 
and radiates emmissions causing or 
capable of causing interference to 


over this. station every Saturday 
morning ad lib. 

Voice a natural with plenty train- 
ing at the board which makes her a 
class m.c. of femme with 


quick thinking 


gender 


WCCO0’s Program Crises 


either the transmission or reception St. Paul, May 17. 

of radio signals. Penalties of the For seven successive days rain 
act would apply to any individual | halted Minneapolis ball games, leav- 
employing such equipment in a way | ing WCCO’s program staff at their 


incensistent with conditions pre- | Wits’ end to fill in time which had 
scribed by the government. been set aside for the diamond con- 
No Tube Shields tests, 


Washed-out week was the longest 
stretch of straight postponements in 
Minneapolis since 1892, in the old 


Proposed amendment is result of 
prolonged FCC study into possible 
means of improving situation caused 


in many metropolitan areas where | Western league days, when the team 
medicos have installed electrical | didn’t play a game for a month be- | 


treatment machines without taking | Cause of rain and bad weather, 


proper precautions to shield their 
tubes. Research has shown it is| 
possible to insulate the devices so'niting until June 25 via R-O’K 


BOOKED SIX 
MONTHS AHEAD! 


—without ever showing his 
band in New York City! 
‘Alton Cook in the World- 


Telegram says “There is 








} 


your rapidly rising figure 
among the new bands, the 
man to be heard from next 
season!” A sensation on 


records, on the air, as a 





composer, at college proms! 


Larry Clinton 


and his orchestra 


Booked in April by the 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE 


—for October! Two week 
minimum! And that on top 
of being signed by the Glen 
Island Casino (opening May 
26th) for the entire summer 
season, and by the Lincoln 
Hotel (opening Oct. 6th) for 
an unlimited engagement. 
Represented exclusively by 


ROCKWELL- O’KEEFE INC. 


WEW YORK « CHICAGO * HOLLYWOOD + SAN FRANCISCO « 











iathermy Machines Growing 


Glen Gray’s Casa Loma crew one- | 








The Other Hand 





San Francisco, May 17. 

Add to  now-it-can-be-told 
lore of recent threatened 
Newspaper Guild strike: retail 
dry goods merchants, controll- 
ing heavy slice of daily paper 
advertising, guaranteed pub- 
lishers that in event of strike 
they would not take radio time. 

Department stores reported 
that the first radio salesmen to 
approach them with time pro- 
position represented a station 





owned by a newspaper 


‘CORRECTIONS 
LIKE CONFETTI 


Winnipeg, May 17. 

Radio columnist of the Winnipeg 
Free Press, who has been among 
the legion of his craft 
about inaccurate listings furnished 
them by networks and stations, last 
week informed his readers that one 
local station, CJRC, has already 
agreed to take the rap for these der- 
l Under its new system an 
announcement will be inserted ahead 
of the changed program on CJRC, 
telling when the listed program will 
be heard, or whether it has been 
cancelled entirely. 

In its explanatory announcement 
CJRC apologized profusely for the 
embarrassment it has been causing 
radio editors and stated that as a 








11ctlons., 


further protection the day’s schedule | 


checked with the morning 
editions, rather than the evening pa- 
pers, so as to make things more ac- 
curate for the rural listener. Free 
Press’ columnist commented that he 
hoped the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp., ‘which rains correction sheets 
like confetti,” would make the same 
offer. 


will be 


WLW’s Flag Pole Antenna 


Cincinnati, May 17. 

| New receiving antenna for WLW- 
'WSAI short wave broadcasts, at- 
tached to 75-foot flag pole atop the 
48-story Carew Tower, Cincy’s tall- 
est building, will be dedicated May 
19 with a special program from 12:45 
to 1 p.m. 

Explanations of how pickups are 
made by the equipment from Cros- 
ley’s mobile ‘units and pack trans- 
mitters, operating in Greater Cincy, 





nical supervisor; 
chief transmitter engineer; 


Bob Booth, mobile unit engineer. 
Lofty receiver escapes street noises 


ning. 
engineers and will be in automatic 


lines to master controls of both sta- 

tions in Crosley’s 

casting building. 
Mobile units have a 50-watt signal. 


WIP Shuffles Staff 


Philadelphia, May 17. 

| General shake-up in exec staff of 
_ WIP was made by prez Ben Gimbel 
| last week with double-barrelled pur- 
pose of cutting down on the staff 
and increasing efficiency. 








set-up as program director. Re- 
placing Marx Loeb as his assistant, 


ly p.a. Arnold will continue the p.a, 
work, but will double in the pro- 
gramming, 

Loeb has been switched to 
duction director, pushing Ed Wallis 
to night supervisor. John Facenda, 
former night supe, goes back to an- 
nouncing staff, while gabber Tom 
Dane was let out to cut expenses. 








} 
| 
Frisco’ s Baied Breath 
San Francisco, May 17. 
; Contest to select best local radio 
announcer has reached a deadlock 
with four local mikemen tied: Larry 
‘Keating and Abbott Tessman of Na- 
tional Broadcasting’s KPO-KGO, Joe 
Walters of Columbia’s KSPO and 
Tobe Reed of Mutual’s KFRC. Jury 
will listen some more before final 
vote, 

Tessman won the cup last year. 





| Edgar P. Schutz, commercial man- 
ager of WIL, St. Louis, has been 
| snared for Federal Grand Jury serv- 
j ice, Which will keep him in town all 


; summer, 


complaining | 


will be made by Jim Rockwell, tech- | 
Joseph Whitehouse, | 
Charles | 
Butler, studio control supervisor, and | 


| signal strength and area set ownership angles of minor 


and will not be endangered by light- 
It was designed by Crosley | 


order to relay pickups by telephone 


principal broad- 


Jim Allan continues at top of new | 


however, is Murray Arnold, former- | 


pro- 





— | 


= Inside -Stuff—Radio 


Paramount has forgotten that $2,000,000 radio deal with an outfit said 
to represent the 14 major industries of California. Wise ‘uns at the stu lio 
smelled a rat and called off all bets. 

Understood that anti-New Deal propaganda was to run rampant through 

' the scripts and studio figured it would be sticking out its chin to be a part 
'of any such arrangement. Pointed out that entire picture industry would 
suffer were Paramount to take pot shots at the adniinistration through 4 
radio tieup. 

Deal was progressing to a point of near-consummation when studio chiefg 
ordered the entire project abandoned 








KRSC. Seattle, covered a tragedy from its backwindow when two young 
women strapped by safety belts in a seaplane fell to their death in Lake 
Union a week ago Saturday (7). Studios of the station are located on the 
edge of the lake and employees looking out the window saw the plane 
dive into the water and overturn. Members of the KRCS staff reached the 


wreck by boat and released the bodies of the girls. Other KRCS 
ylovees broadcast a running description of the attempt being made to 
rescue the duo, their removal from the water and the attempt being made 


» resuscitate them by pulmotors 


+ 


Technical committee of the Joint Committee on Radio Research is meet- 
ing again tomorrow (Thursday) to try to get together on a formula for de. 
termining station coverage. Group is still at loggerheads on the 
with two factions apparently unable to meet on middle ground 

Whole thing has simmered down to an issue of broadcasters versus ad- 
vertisers-agencies, with the former element resolved to oppose any yard- 
stick that will make program popularity the predominant feature and 
significance 


pl oblem, 


Exploitation angles employed by radio connection with 
counter and window displays, etc., were explained in detail and 
samples by Robert A. Schmid of Mutual at a talk before the 
Association in N, Y. last week 

Most generally observed first rule of 
is the combination of a picture of the sta 


sponsors in 
with 
Lithographers’ 


counter cards, Schmid declared 
and the product together, 


G. W. Rightmire, president of Ohio State University, in his introductory 
remarks at the recent educational radio conference held up CBS brochure 
‘Vienna. March. 1938: a Footnote to History’ as a comprehensive and pro- 
vocative statement of the case for radio's participation in current history- 


KDYL’s Downtown Studio BARN THEATRES WILL 


Salt Lake City, May 17. 
New KDYL Radio Playhouse BE RADIO-REVIEWED 
preemed last week, as seven flesh 


shows were presented in the Old Ma- 


sonic temple, which the local NBC WMCA, N. Y., will cover nearby 
affiliate leased for five years. Seat- | strawhat theatres this summer. Mar- 


ing around 450, playhouse is situated 


shows and 
in the downtown district 


tin Starr will catch new 


Ted Kimball, By Woodbury, George | Teview them over the ozone — 
Snell, Jack Gregson, Floyd Farr and | evening on a late-night niche, Starr 
reviews legit on Broadway regu- 


Dave Simmons handled the remotes. 


Marion Bragg’s Title 
Marion Bragg has been given the 


larly over station. 

Summer sites which will be cove 
ered are all around New York City, 
which will critic to drive 


title of chief announcer at WMAZ. permit : 
He will direct activities of eight-man back from premieres in time for 


broadcasts. The haylofts on the Starr 
beat include spots at Suffern, Nyack, 
Dobbs Ferry, Mt. Kisco, Westchester, 
Pawling and Mt, Vernon. 


staff which comprises Lew Kent, Wal- 
ter Graham, Earl Lord, Cloud Mor- 
gan, Wilton Cobb and Red Crowther. 
Bragg has been with station for 
eight years. 
Lawton 
staff. His father, 
counsel for the station. 


Miller has joined sales Isham Jones booked for a session 
Wallace Miller, is| at Lowry hotel, St. Paul, opening 
May 20. 





DO A FINISHED JOB 





in this Billion Dollar Market 


The rich Southern New England market covered by WTIC 
rates a thoreugh-geing, finished sales and advertising job from 
any advertiser whe wants to make the most of its consistent 
billion dollar spendable income, 


Manufacturers have found that it pays handsomely to round 
out aad polish up their sales and advertising pregrams with 
the help of Southern New England's most popular station, 


Just look at the record for WTIC 


FIRST 


in this important area? 


In Number of Network Advertisers 
In Number of National Spot Advertisers 


In Number of Local Advertisers 


As you might expect from this impressive showing, WTIC 
ranks first in popularity with listeners in the Hartford area— 
in fact WTIC outranks the next most popular station by better 
than two to one! 


Write today for our interesting 32 page brochure giving fall 
details on the Ross Federal Survey of WTIC's popularity aod 


90,000 WATTS 


WTIC HARTFORD, CONN. 


The Travelers Broadcasting Service Corporation 
Member NBC Red Network and Yankee Network 


billion dollar market, 





Paul W. Morency, General Manager « James F. Clancy, Business Manager 


Representatives: Weed & Co - New York, Detroit, Chicago, San Francisco 
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| Actors Union Envisages NBC Pact 


As Bumps Smoothed by Negotiation 





Principle of a uniform scale for 
national sustaining pro- 
grams for New York, Chicago and 
ios Angeles has been recognized by 
NBC in its negotiations with the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
jsts. Network officials have made 
an offer covering that idea, but it 
has not yet been accepted by the 


network 


union. 


Offer also included scales for local 
prog! ums ana regio! al and network 
programs for Chicago Los Angeles 
and San Fran co Othe matters 
covered tne prop | nc luded 
limitation of rehe =. — 
fe ‘ me . € ft 
proadcast tee 

While those principles have the 


AFRA negotiators, 
various other remain to 
be ironed out before an agreement 
can be 
the union membership. 


approv al of the 


questions 


submission to 
Among the 
open issues are scales for group and 
staff singers and a number of rules 


reached for 


governing WOrkIn$§ conditions. 
While AFRA execs are wary of 
outright predictions as to when an 


( 
agreement with NBC will be reached 
they hope to effect 
within a couple of 
with NBC and CBS are being nego- 
tiated at the same huddles While 
the agreements will be separate, the 
terms are expected 
tical. Think both deals will be 
signed simultaneously. Contract 
covering NBC staff announcers is 
understood to be virtually set. Ne- 
gotiations are also going on with a 
committee representing the Amer- 


such a deal 


weeks. Pacts 


to be about iden- 


ican Assn. of Advertising Agencies. | 


Drive to sign a contract with 
recorders and transcription makers 
will follow, after which individual 
stations throughout the country will 
be approached. 

Meanwhile, AFRA has been busy 
on other fronts. Mrs. 





Emily Holt, | 


ganization meeting of the local there. 
Norman Field, exec-secretary of the 
Los Angeles local, and Raymond 
Jones, exec-secretary of the Chicago 
local, have both been in New York 
within the last couple of weeks to 
give the views of their branches on 
the terms reached and pending so 
far in the network and agency nego- 
tions, 
Elsewhere, AFRA’s Montreal local 
has signed a working agreement 
with tne Ame! can Feder ition of 
Musicians local in that city and 
hoped the deal will lead to similar 


pact between the radio union and 


oucnou T e ( 
Jaffe, attorney for 
St. Louis today f 
beginning of negotiations between 


the local and representatives of all 


all 


AFRA, goes to 


(Wednesday) for the 


the stations there. 

AFRA chapter in Racine, Wis., 
chartered April 22, has already sig- 
natured a contract with WRJN, the 
station there, calling for wage in- 


creases averaging 42° Negotiations 

ve begul between AFRA and 
WEVD, New York, and applications 
have been received from _ prospec- 


tive members seeking the chartering 
of a chapter in Alaska. 
Complaint brought by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists 
against KFPY, Spokane, last week 
resulted in NLRB recognition of the 
union as bargaining rep for perform- 
ers at the station. AFRA execs see 
it as an important precedent estab- 
lished covering future relations with 
broadcasters. 
union, 


According to the Ralph 


Rogers, an announcer at the station | 
|and active in AFRA affairs, was fired 


when the union reps approached 
KFPY with a request to begin nego- 


tiations. Since Rogers obtained other | 


employment in Los Angeles, the 


question of his reinstatement did not | 


come up. However, the union im- 
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tion artists. 
Board officials made a check of the 
station payroll with the AFRA mem- 
bership file, effective as of the date 
of the union complaint. Decision 
granted AFRA the recognition sought, 
| although in the meantime the union’s 
majority representation had been al- 
tered by shifts in the station staff. 


establishing the precedent that such 
cases may be decided on the basis 
of the employee representation as 


as of the date of the NLRB check. 


| ployers could not counterbalance the 
union’s majority representation by 
hiring additional employees. 


According to this view, station em- | 


AFRA heads see the decision as | 


of the Gate of complaint, rather than | 


— = rn ren 


WNEW, N. Y., Gets Burn-Up Letter 
From Union; Shows It to Employes 


—+ cuvaneeneanmesinee 


Guenther Joins WSAI | Consid rably burned up by a letter 








sent her by the American Communi- 


f . 
Cavlions 





Association, Bernice Judis, 
Cincinnati, May 17. manager of WNEW, N. Y., last Fri- 
Wilfred Guenther of the Frederick | day (13) addressed an assembly of 
Ziv advertising agency has resigned |all the station staff on what she 
to accept Bob Dunville’s offer. thought of the union and the letter 
Will be sales promotional head of | sent her. Previously Miss Judis had 
Crosley’s WSAI. the epistle mimeographed and shown 
each employee of WNEW. 





Expected that since the NLRB de- Carper Heads Sidles Co.| Letter criticized management of 


: : . t tot ' if | ] 
cision negotiations between the unio , nm! nabeete 
| T ( ? t 
and the station reps will be opened ] Carper was el ed — ha 
ts = . 4 is . i j } » {tj 
There is no certainty, however, that P ot e Sidi ( , é iff } 
ap ioe , ' : ‘ | ) ( t } t] . > 
an agreement will be reached soon, | week the companv ownin c | A I have a sl 
; : ' dow! t present the uni 
——$_____—_______- the Cent States Broa : , 
( Der ol f 
lé KOI O ones Pes 
Di uate. a nace WNEW t ts fold, t 
1 KFOR, Lincoln, and KFAB , 
( peer ne ? ted f @ 
ma ©) ? 
‘ gece Tae A —_ ‘ . pan¢ en and transmitter staff 
Carper replaces the late Charles ACA ; . 
Stuart in the presidency, Stuart hav- CA also told Judis that : 


SLOW GOING 
INN. Y.C. 


Organization of 


nicians, and more 


7 an r 4 rh 
proaacast tech- 


tion and office workers, 
York, is still snail-paced. After 
more than two yvears of trying, In- 
ternational Brotherhood of 
trical Workers (AFL) has but two 
stations and a handful of members, 
|The American Communications As- 
|sociation (CIO) fares somewhat 
|better with six stations but 


inumerically membership still isn’t 


‘ 
commanding. 


around New 


recently produc- | 





ng died of a heart attack here re-| (770) Was now trying to organize 
cently. Carper had already been en tenogs and office boys at the 
| serving as an executive committee- | §'@'0"- 

man over the broadcasting company. In referring in the letter to a 

= aed ‘purge’ of emplouvees recently, ACA 

Coanctt Gomes 80th Aca evidently had in mind the staff- 

National Council of Women, al- |SP@Ving and salary slices that have 

: vadin.onmae) will tick off been going into effect. Performers 
50th anniversary today (Wed.) with | /0PPed off the payroll last week 

ceremonies over NBC at 1:30 } cluded m.c. Alan Kent, organist Ray 


| 


Elec-| WEAF and 


; near 


Of the 22 odd stations in N. Y.| WVFW (Brooklyn), due for hearing 


Hamilton and two femme vocali 
Total saving weekly to the station 
is estimated at around $400 


Carrie Chapman Catt, Dorothy 
Dunbar Bromley and Dorothy Gor- 
don will speak. 





wJz (NBC), woR| Von Zell Life of Party 
(Mutual), WMCA (Inter - City), | y ~ ° } 
WQXR, WBBR, WAAT, WNYC| For Sal Hepatica Romp 
(Municipal), WWRL (Queens),| Bristol-Myers will substitute a 


WCNW and WFAB. Others outside! parlor show for Fred Allen when the 
are WARD (Brooklyn), said to be/|latter goes off NBC for the summer. 
negotiation stage; WLTH | Harry Von Zell will m.c. the charade. 
(Brooklyn) now being picketed and 


Young & Rubicam, agency on the 


Fy account, has yet to pick a title for 
area only eight are organized and}|on ACA’s charges before National ; 


are bound by union agreements. 
| Stations WABC, WNEW, 


(Bronx): WHN, WBBC (Brooklyn) 


| Labor Relations Board. 
WBNX | 


| 
| 
j 


| Office work and production people. 


and combo WOV-WBIL are aligned | 


with ACA. The IBEW has WEVD 
(labor station) and WINS (Hearst). 


|the program. Sal Hepatica will be 


| plugged during : r, 
ACA announced a drive to collar | pees uring the half hour 





So far there has been little done in Daughter-doting Vic Ratner of 
latter field. In all ACA boasts about|CBS has had a complete pint-sized 
9rrK 


275 local members, total split be-| wardrobe trunk constructed for the 


national executive-secretary, was in| mediately filed charges with the| Remaining outside the pale, although tween panelmen and few scattered |first trip of Her Majesty, aged 
Detroit last Sunday (15) for an or-!| NLRB and requested recognition as| ACA claims members within are,| non-technical employees. }umpteen months. 
, SS a ——— —— ——_— en SE ——ai 























PERSONAL 


This Station is operated 
and managed by the 
owners, assuring you 


PERSONAL attention. 


¢, ‘ 


30,000 WATTS - PHILADELPHIA 


To facilitate contact a direct telephone wire from our New York office to WCAU Philadelphia head- 
quarters is cvoilable free to all New York odvertisers and agencies. Simply call Wickersham 2-2000. 
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‘FCC. SHOULD RE-DECI 
CASE ON FORMER, NOT NEW, HEARINGS’ 





So Declares Ex-Senator Clarence Dill, Fighting Com- 
mission’s Move to Start All Over Again After 
Court Rebuked Former Decision 


Washington, May 17. 


Assistance of the U. S. 
Court will be sought in campais 
prevent the Federal Communications 


Supreme 


n to 


Commission from conducting new 
hearings in a case where it was 
spanked by the District of Colum- 


bia Court of Appeals for failing to 
observe procedural requirements of 
the Communications Act. 

Trying to avoid unnecessary delay 
and expense, as well as to prevent 
the FCC from basing decision on a 
different set of facts, former Senator 
Clarence C. Dill, counsel for Paul R. 
Heitmeyer, manager of KLO, Ogden, 
said Monday (16) he will ask for a 
review of the intermediate court's 
refusal to direct the Commission to 
show why it should not re-decide 
the Heitmeyer case on the basis of 
the original record. Tiff is of con- 
siderable import, from legal view- 
point, since it involves fundamental 
proposition of whether the FCC has 
the right to start in from scratch 
whenever its decisions do not satisfy 
the judicial reviewers. 

Motion for a show-cause order 
was denied by the Court of Appeals 
last week. Dill had asked the court 
to direct the FCC to hand down a 


new opinion on the basis of evi- 
received more than two years 
igo, instead of conducting another 
1g with two new candidates for 
1 local station at Cheyenne. Now 
he wants the Supreme Court to see 
the intermediate judges 
were justified in withholding the 
rule. 


A Milestone 


whether 


show-cause 


case is the one which 
was primarily responsible for new 
FCC way of settling cases. When 
denial of the KLO exec’s applica- 


Heitmeyer 


tion was appealed, the D. C. court, | 


speaking through New Dealer Jus- 
tice Justin Miller, scathingly re- 
buked the Commish for not making 
specific findings of fact before reach- 
ing a decision. Outlawed the process 
of thinking up reasons afterward. 

In reversing the decision and re- 
manding the case to the FCC, the 
appellate court did not instruct the 
Commish to grant Heitmeyer’s plea 
but said a new decision must be 
rendered in accordance with obliga- 
tion to give applicants an explana- 
tion how the Commish reached its 
particular conclusion, 

New hearing order, which was 
recommended by the FCC law staff, 











COVERAGE 
Where It Counts 


































At HOME PLATE in 
the Detroit Market 


In a great market as in a ball park, “HOME” is the 
place where important results are determined—the place 
where the “hits” are made, where the winning runs are 
scored, where final buying decisions are reached. 


Detroit is a city of HOMES, 
familes and 57% of them live in single houses.t What 
a market for home furnishings, electrical appliances, 
food products, heating units, refrigerators! 


And what an opportunity WWJ offers the radio 
advertiser wishing to sell this vast market of home 
makers! WWJ is the HOME radio station of Detroit. 
A telephone survey of a cross section of one thousand 
Detroit radio listeners made in March, 1938, revealed 
that of all those listening 73.4%) were tuned to WWJ] !* 

tRoss-Federal Survey, 1936. 
*George O. Hackett, independent market analyst. 


WU) 


National Representatives 


George P. Hollingbery Company 


New York : Chicago : Detroit : Kansas City 
Son Francisco : Jacksonville 


It contains 397,122 
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It’s a Business 


San Francisco, May 17. 

Radio Row pundits who won- 
dered why a flourishing floral 
company’s program lasted only 
a few weeks on a local net- 
work station are beginning to 
scent the reason. One lady who 
answered sponsor’s offer to give 
a hundred varities of trees and 
shrubs for a dollar, C.O.D., re- 
ceived three packages on three 
separate days without paying a 


cent When the fourth arrived 
C.0.D. she didn’t need to ac- 
cept it. 


Another gal who dropped a 
penny card, also requesting the 
assortment to be sent ~- her 
C.0.D., received an apology 
that the supply was exhausted 
and a dollar bill! 











does not comply with the D. C. court 
opinion, Dill charged, but in 
trast ‘circumvents and 
justices’ instructions. Particularly 
when two new candidates—Frontier 
Co., hooked up with 
KGGC, San Francisco, and Cheyenne 
Corp., front for newspapers | 
in the Wyoming town—are dragged 
in, 


con- 
negatives’ 


What Dill wants is to have the 
{Commish re-decide the case on the 
original record, steered by the 


court’s comments on the adequacy } 


of the evidence about financial re-| 
sponsibility of Heitmeyer. Without 
passing on merits of the original | 





| 


denial, the judges indicated clearly | 
they felt the FCC was unjustified in 
holding that Heitmeyer did not have 
amply money or backing 


Sports Programs Get 
Bragged Up by Stations 
In Newspaper Space 


Philadelphia, May 17. 

Philly the 
week using all their newspaper ad- 
vertising space to plug sports pro- 
grams.. Rivalry is entirely uncon- 
scious, but practically the only radio 
ads in the papers are on these sport 
shows. Results from George Wash- 


| 


outlets during past 


ington Tobacco, product of R. J. 
Reynolds Co., snapping up all the 


unbought sports commentators. Have 
purchased during past coupla weeks 


Oglesby on WHAT. 


One station, which has no swap 
deal on time-space, paid more for 
an ad than its gross on the show for 
an entire week, 


Washington, May 17. 
Fight against newspapers ‘unfair’ 
to the New Deal was carried to the 
airwaves last week putting NBC ex- 
ecs here on the spot momentarily. 


Scathing attack on publishers who 


tion was unloosed by Senator Sher- 
man Minton of Indiana, who is the 
author of a bill which would put 
reporters, editors and owners in jail 
for printing untrue facts. Deman 

for time directly following the Agri- 





culture Department's daily farm and 
home hour was satisfied by yanking 
apart the noon-day schedule on short 
| notice. 

| Resuming his tiff, Minton forced 
| NBC to open up a spot for his latest 
blast. 
web officials knew better than to in- 
furiate the easily-exasperated foe of 
economic royalists. 
of the Senate committee which is 
expected to conduct forthcoming 
probe of the radio business. 

A sustaining network serial was 
| sidetracked so Minton could reach 
the audience he desired. Anxious to 
get the rural listeners, because subject 
of his speech was a denunciation of 
Dr. Glenn Frank, head of the Re- 
publican policy committee, and 
Rural Progress mag, of which the 
former educator is editor 








| jarred plans 
, tion of Broadcasters to file private 


| the government 


| nals 


facilities. 


Buzz Davis, on WDAS, and Warwick | 


don’t like the Roosevelt Administra- | 


No pressure was exerted, but | 


He’s a member | 





rn eee 


( Washington Buzz 


Washington, May 17, 
Audience-protecting proclivities of 
Commissioner George Henry Payne 
of National Associa- 


complaints about lengths to which 
is going in regu- 
lating the radio business. Backed 
up by the American Radio Audience, 
Inc., group headed by James Kier- 
nan, who formerly was connected 
with WLWL, New York, the cru- 
sading FCCer protested against any 
hush-hush sessions between licensee 





body and members of the Commish. 


off 
Trouble with his 
makes Senator 
Washington, 
partment’s 


Own receiver 
Homer Bone, of 
share the State De- 
concern over foreign 
radio propaganda being pumped into 
ears of South American short-wave 
listeners. Several times during last 
week's hearing on the Chavez in- 
ternational-station bill, power trust 
hater observed that his high-fidelity 
set doesn’t work with expected fidel- 
ity at the Mayflower hotel. Due to 
noise level caused by elevators and 


other machinery in the neighbor- 
hood, Bone gets more growls and 
squeals than he does 


short-wave 
programs. 

When homing pigeon fanciers hol- 
lered about discontinuance of noon- 
day time signals from the naval 
radio station, managers of the local 
NBC outlets, WRC and WMAL, gave 
up. Customary clock ticks ‘were 
dropped when daylight saving time 
started, since the National Capital 
doesn’t move the hands ahead an 
hour. Climax to listeners protests 
was letter from a Maryland bird 
raiser who said 300 pigeon trainers 
in the suburban area need the sig- 
every Sunday to check their 
stop-watches for the weekly races. 
So the clicks are back on the air. 

Devious stunt which has exasperat- 
ed many licensees and lawyers 
would continue unchecked under the 
proposed rule revisions. Nothing 
said about forcing applicants to 
specify the exact site and type of an- 
tenna in asking new or improved 
At present, either a new- 
comer or a broadcaster wanting to 
improve his lay-out can file papers 
with promise to let the Commish 
know later where the transmitter will 
be and what sort of radiator he in- 
tends to use. 

Frequently other stations which 
might be affected by more competi- 
tion or interference fail to intervene 
in the case, only to discover when 
it’s too late that the location or de- 
sign would have an adverse effect on 
| their operations, 


t 





Paul Buck, former assistant man- 
|} ager of the St. Louis theatre, has 
| joined the sales staff of WIL, St. 
Louis. 


NBC Clears Spot for Sen. Minton 
He Goes on After aaa and Home Hour to Scorch 
Anti-New Deal Publications 


— -——_—___—___— + 





'75 MINUTES OF NEWS 
FOR CASH PER DIEM 





Philadelphia, May 17. 

| WFIL leading all other stations in 
| town now with 75 minutes of spon- 
| sored news daily. Largest of new ac- 
| counts is Swiss Colony Wines, signed 
| for six 15-minute periods weekly for 
|52 weeks, through DiBiasi Agency, 
New York. Pontiac dealers, through 
Courtland-Ferguson Agency, and the 
Sam Gerson Clothing Store, direct, 
l/each took six 15-minute periods 
weekly for 13 weeks with optional 
renewals. 


Hold-over sponsors include Tide- 
water Oil, which airs a 10 and 5-min- 
ute period daily, and Mrs. Morrison’s 
Puddings, with a 15-minute spot six 
times weekly. Station has INS wire. 


El Paso’s Pharmacy Dramas 
El Paso, May 17, 

‘Pathfinders of Medicine’ new 
dramatic series on KTSM, El Paso. 
sponsored by Gunning Casteel Drug 
Stores. Series subtitled ‘Heroes in 
the never ending battle of men 
against disease.’ 

Research and 
Conrey Bryson. 


dramatization by 


. | 
So the whole thing has been called ! 
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(ADVERTISEMENT) 


WFBR 


GOES T0 
THE RACES! 


Baltimore’s No. 1 
showmanship sta- 
tion not only broad- 
casts the races -- 
but sells ’em! 





Exclusively on WFBR: 


“THE PREAKNESS” 
MAY 14th 

Sold to: 

AMERICAN OIL COMPANY 


3 hours (2:30 to 5:30 P. M.) 
also fed to WRC in Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


4:45 to 5:15 P. M. fed to the 
entire Eastern NBC Red 
Network. 


Described by ClemMcCarthy 
3a 


Exclusively on WFBR: 


PIMLICO PRESS-BOX 


(daily 11:45 A. M.) 
Sold to 7-UP 


VOICE OF PIMLICO 


(daily 4:30 P. M.) 
Sold to 7-UP 


Two daily features direct 
from the Pimlico race track 


Exclusively on WFBR: 


THE PREAKNESS BALL 


Fed to NBC Red Network. 
The party of the week, 


covered by “LIFE GOES TO 
A PARTY”, 


* 
Exclusively on WFBR: 
MARYLAND HUNT CUP 


APRIL 30th 


The classic of cross country 
racing. 


Described by Clem McCarthy 


Sn Balltionore, its 
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ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 
NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 





EDWARD PETRY & CO. 
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tion of Federal statute which pro-| field and of defrauding stockhold- | up and approve the White-Wheeler point of the rival sets of critics. 
hibits members of Congress from re- | ers of millions. McFarlane said | resolution. Solons ‘jumped forward’ Less interested in personal scalps, 
ceiving compensation for handling company funds have been misused, | to get the inside track, he said, but White is 

| 

| 


motivated by a conviction 
matters before government agen-| referring to an exhaustive financial | there is no justifiable reason why the | the present act is defictent 





. {| cies. Carl Mapes, of Michigan, and | analysis of the RCA in which he said | house should step aside, allowing the | house gang is equally certain = 
Y ' E | Nl Hl | ] J. Will Taylor, of Tennessee, seemed | David Sarnoff was ‘indicted most se- | senate to ‘go through the motions’ more interested in political conni- 
Pe | quite shocked. verely as incapable and inefficient.’ | of cleaning up the situation yance and_ wire-pulling hi: oc- 
; ' a Charges Monopoly Jealousy between representatives Som thesatesed esitiiae ter ii. | curred 
No doubt about existence of a|and senators was reflected by Mc-|cense holders and dispensers re Roosevelt administration 
| radio monopoly, McFarlane said, and | Farlane. Remarking on _ Senate! garded as inevitable, although ut: ee ee, eS 
Chairman O’Connor, who has close | Audit Committee’s sudden change of | certainty continues about whether, whether _ political consequences 
Rep. MacFarlane Makes friends in the broadcasting business | heart about unpeeling money for | there will be one or two probes., would be oO ek a mht —. 
Strong Accusations | 2nd has not been enthusiastic about | 2 radio inquiry, Texan asked the | House group continued its hearing | senate inquisition. From some an- . 
i i a probe, heartily agreed. Texan} Rules Committee to hurry and re- | until this week, while the senate so | gles, each seems preferable. but both 
a ee pointed out that all clear channel] | port out one of the resolutions so the | far has not been able to take up the | committees undoubtedly 


t 

History—Says Two Sena-|and most high powered regional] | }Jower branch of Congress ‘will not | White-Wheeler resolution. May wind | unfriendly members who would trv 

Named Were | stations ‘are owned, controlled or| be the tail of the kite of the sen- | up in a joint inquiry, although the | to make partisan capital 
? operated in the interest of or by the | ate.’ Agitation which has paved the | senate proposal is for a standing! blunders and 


would have 





tors, Not out of the 


misconduct which 
Influenced radio monopoly.’ way for an inquisition is 90% the | committee to do the work, in con- | might be brought to light. 
Besides the corruption charge,| Work of house members, he added. | trast to the house proposals which - kena 

| RCA was accused of ‘hi-jacking’ the| Only when house hearings were | Call for creating select agencies to Nasen Oldham, WHKC tenor, laid 

Colume 


MORE ANGLES telephone trust into slicing the | scheduled, McFarlane commented, | ¢Xhume skeletons. ip in Mt. Carmel hospital, 
profit melon in the sound picture} did the senate purse-holders loosen| Material difference in the view- | bus, with rheumatic ailmeni. 





Washington, Mav 17. 
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Corruption of lawmakers was ou 
| charged against Radio Corp. of | 
America last week in renewed at- 


house inquiry into conduct of the 
yadio industry. 

Race between house and senate 
groups wanting to pan both broad- | 
casters and the Federal Communica- | 
jions Commission grew more inten- 
sive when the House Rules Com- | 
mittee, after stalling more than a} 

year, showed interest again in the 
! half-dozen resolutions tucked away 
in a pigeonhole. Group stirred into 
action by signs the senate would 


When an advertiser buys a WLW program, he 
steal a march and hearing occurred 


Jess than 48 hours after the Senate ‘ie GS 
Audit and Control Committee re- . w 
ported out the White-Wheeler reso- | ¥ 
lution which would send the Inter- : 
state Commerce Committee sleuth- buys more than just a script 
ing for monopolists. 

Charging the entire radio industry 
with practices which are a threat to 
‘free institutions of America, Rep. 
William D. McFarlane, chief Con- ; : 
eee ae eews:, Seegee Se he buys the combined experience of a program department trained 
favorable action On inquiry proposals 
with complaints about RCA  be- 
havior in the patent pool case and 
handling of stockholders’ money. 
Several members showed unusual 
) interest, while the generalized ac- - ‘ : 

Sus “aa Geeks a caciie through the years in producing the kind of programs that have 
cloak-room discussion. 

In trying to wriggle out of patent 

monopoly indictment, RCA ‘de- 
bauched’ government officials, Me- 
Farlan eclared., onsen lecree . : . 
Gaus uiaee ce te ae wan ore built a friendly audience for WLW ,.. the producer 
ceded by ‘payment of money in Case 
1o elected representatives of the 
people for interference with the ac- 
livities of the Department of Jus- 
tice,” he added. 


| tempt to obtain authorization for a / C) 
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for a moment, but he declined to tip 
his hand after explaining that the 


“>> 
4 

‘elected representatives’ were two ' 
former senators. production men / 





Z 


Names not given, 
but identity fairly well known. Un- 
derstood he referred to pair of 
prominent Republicans who were 


Net Named | assigned to the advertiser’s program is selected from a staff of nine 
close to the White House in the 


Indignant members of the com- | y “e 
SG, ; : 
[ because he is best qualified to 
Hoover administration, 


ynittee quizzed the Texan closely 
te ag produce that particular program .... stories about the program 





, O'Connor to handle the matter with 
light touch, McFarlane said his in- 
{ formation came from ‘reliable | 


sources’ and has been’ checkeé 
twice. Accusation prompted Rep. 
Martin Dies, of Texas, to remark 
that conduct of the sort hinted by 
; his colleague would constitute viola- 


es 











CHNS 


land ... . these WLW releases are written for newspapers 
ys 


Halifax 
Nova Scotia 
Basic CBC 

The Only Stution 





Sy by newspaper-trained men .... these things, . 


Covering This Large 
Murcitime Market | 
we think, are part of the story of ” L W_.:. Nation’s Station. 
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| Oppose Government Radio 
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(Continued from page 27) 





tional broadcasting by private in- 
dustry, he added. 
Ethridge’s comments on the ex-) 


pense to the Government in erecting | 


and supporting a shortwaver borne | 


out by testimony of Lieut. Comdr. | 


J. B. Dow, Naval radio expert. Con- 
struction of the Washington 
mitter would call for approximately 
$1,168,600, 
thorized in the bill, 
and maintenance and_ operation 
would total $160,850 annually — or 
660,850 more than the measure pro- 


Dow declared, 


vides. Entire South American conti- 
nent could be effectively served, how- 
ever, the Naval officer explained 
plus the Caribbean Islands, Central 
America and Mexico. Two 10-kilo- 
watters would be devoted to non- 
directional domestic broadcasts, he 


added, while three 50 kw transmit- 


trans- | 


| 


- Ate | President’s 
instead of the $750,000 au- | 


s | 
ters would care for the long distance 


biz. 


Mustering an impressive list of 





ARTISTS 
MANAGEMENT 


resents 
















Chesterfield 


CBS Network 
Fridays, 8:30-9:00 P.M., EDST 


May 20th, 
Nahheeyayli 
Spring Dance 

Uniy. of Tennessee 


Broadcast from 


FEATURING 
JOAN EDWARDS 
FOUR MODERNAIRES 
AL GALLODORO 





All Paul Whiteman 
Engagements Booked 


EXCLUSIVELY 
Artists \. 
NP ENE RIAL BR. Te 








\Tt &.45%S7. 


WV.C. 
"WV 212-1888 














ed 


BULLETIN 
CHARLIE 
BARNET 


And His Orchestra 


Recording this week for 
NBC Transcriptions 


EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


CONSOLIDATED 











Government big-wigs, 
| President of the United States, the 
| Secretary of the Navy, Secretary of 
State Hull, and other Cabinet officials, 
Celler declared that a U. S. short 
wave station had been approved and 
‘was to have been set up by execu- 
tive order’ as early as 1933. ‘Mis- 
guided and selfish’ persons blocked 
the move, he asserted, but Govern- 
ment support still exists and the 
forthcoming 
mental report is expected to endorse 
the bill. 

Celler’s first misstep came when he 
suggested hearings should be strung 
out until the report could be received 
by the committee. ‘I think the best 
thing would be to postpone the hear- 
ings indefinitely,” Vinson snapped. 


> 


srooklynite’s description of ‘damn- 
able, designing programs’ now being 
fed into South America by totali- 
tarian governments was interrupted 
by Rep. Melvin Maas, Republican of 
Minnesota, who charged ‘we are hav- 
ing Government propaganda now.’ in 
speeches broadcast over U. S. Net- 
works by Federal officials. Roose- 
velt Administration is using domestic 
radio facilities to influence home 
knob-twiddlers, Maas indicated, and 
flood of New Deal propaganda would 
be released if Government ownership 
of a transmitter were permitted 
Maas advocated a system patterned 
after Pan American Airlines, in 
which private companies could get 
together 
construct a short wave transmitter 
to be supervised by the industry. 
Broadcasters could ‘do a better job 
of it’ than the Government, Maas de- 
clared, 
Propaganda Backfires 

Celler’s warnings about the ‘veri- 
table warfare as to the size and 
power of transmitters’ being carried 
on by other governments and the ex- 


tent and popularity of programs 
emanating from Germany, Italy and 
Japan and other countries were 


promptly knocked down by Ethridge’s 
statement that propaganda had ‘loud- 
ly backfired’ and that only 10% of 
the 2,000,000 radio sets in South 


| ternational facilities are not urging 
| that the prohibition against commer- 


including the | 


| mutual 


America were capable of receiving i 
| act foreign patter, but at least $250,- 


international short wave programs. 
‘Recent developments in Argen- 

tina, Brazil and Chile demonstrate 

the futility of the efforts of foreign 


governments to extend their influ- 
ence into these Republics,’ Ethridge 
said. ‘Newspaper dispatches indi- 


cate that these propaganda efforts, 
instead of making ‘serious inroads,’ 
have only served to make new ene- 
mies, particularly for 
government. ... Students of Latin 


titudes and set the Latin countries | 
firmly against European ideological | 
penetration. As a matter of inter- 
national policy, it would seem to be 
a grave error for this nation to cre- | 
ate opportunity for the resentment 
that would seem certain to follow 


ficially to encounter political propa- 
ganda preached by the spokesmen of 


ernment is repugnant to us. 
matter of fact, it will be surprising 
if measures are not devised by the 





various Latin American nations to 

take steps themselves to counteract 

what is termed ‘pernicious propa- 

ganda emanating from foreign short- 

wave broadcast transmitters’.’ 
Status Quo 


Pointing out that under present 
rules of the F. C. C. there can be no 
commercial return from the use of 
frequencies assigned for  interna- 
tional broadcasting, NAB head in- 





sisted that present licensees of in- 








By JANE WEST 


NOW 


RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
|AUGHTER JEARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap : 99 ‘*/ 100 °/ 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 
IN CBS - WABC-— 
@e 





pure 


12:15 to 12:30 P.M. DST 
2:15 to 2:30 P.M. DST 


COAST TO COAST 


COMPTON ADVERTISING 
MGT,., ED ‘WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


AGENCY 


cial use be lifted. “This commercial 
utility of international broadcasting 
has yet to be determined,’ Ethridge 
declared. ‘We do not have enough 
information concerning the listen- 
ing habits, the program tastes, the 


exact number of receiving units, the | 


coverage areas and other data es- 
sential to determine whether an ad- 
vertiser would be warranted in pur- 


chasing time for advertising his 
product in foreign countries. From 


|a commercial standpoint, short-wave 


: | broadcasting is 
interdepart- | 


about in the same 
stage of development as our domes- 


tic long-wave broadcasting more 
than a decade ago. Yet given the 
opportunity under a proper regula- 


it would seem inevitable 
that the initiative and ingenuity of 
the broadcasting industry will de- 
velop techniques which will result in 
benefit to both industry and 
government.’ 


tory policy, 


Clarification of government policy 
by the commish is all that is needed, 
Ethridge said, and additional leg- 


|islation would not be required to aid 
private operators to project their de- 


with Federal assistance and | 


e nment 


velopments in the international 


broadcast field. 

Ethridge predicted that the com- 
mittee, in considering various angles 
raised by the Cellar proposal, ‘un- 
doubtedly’ would be impressed by 
the accomplishments of the industry 
in international broadcasting, par- 
ticularly within the past year. The 
trend toward improvement will be 
governed by the committee’s deci- 
sion with respect to the bill, he de- 
clared, warning that private enter- 
prise might ‘entirely abandon the 
field,’ if a Government-owned trans- 
mitter were authorized, 

tiff struggle for a West Coast gov- 
transmitter was staged 
hursday (12) when hearings on the 
pave bill were started before a 
Senate Interstate Commerce subcom- 
mittee. Trend of expert testimony, 
however, appeared to favor an At- 
lantic coast location. 

Engineers representing the Navy 
Department, the F.C.C. and the Bu- 
reau of Standards appeared in ac- 
cord that there was urgent need for 
immediate construction of a U. S.- 
owned station which could counter- 


000 annually would be used up in 
control and program lines between 
San Diego and Washington, if Cali- 


fornia site were picked, according- | 
Bryan 


to Lieut. Comdr. Jennings 
Dow, Navy expert. Construction of 
proposed station would cost less than 


| $1,000,000 Dow declared—instead of 


the Berlin | 
American affairs report that the net | 


result of foreign propaganda efforts | 
has been to intensify nationalist at- | 


| 


any effort of the United States of- | 


other nations whose system of gov- | 
As a) 


| tour of South America. 


$3,000,000 authorized in the bill— 
but operating and maintenance 


charges would far exceed $100,000 
annual budget specified. 

Dow recommended three 50 kw 
transmitters, costing approximately 
$368,500, and two 10-kilowatters, at 
| $162, 600, for the San Diego set-up. 
Said that complete cost, including 


equipment, would approach $750,000. 


| Operation, however, would be about 
$35,320 annually for studios and an 
auditorium seating 1,000; $39,540 to 
staff and operate the transmitters, 


and an extra $150,000 for miscel- | 


laneous expenditures, such as 
vacuum tubes, light, heating, travel 
and incidentals. 
for a 16-hour line between Washing- 
ton and the West Coast, $100,000 
would be required each year for di- 
rection of programs, plus actual cost 
of programs, Dow said. 
Near Washington 


While Jett admitted ‘slight advan- 
tage’ might accrue to the Navy 
from having a station on the West 
Coast, preponderance of evidence 
showed experts favoring an East 
Coast location. Nearness to the na- 
tion’s capital, superior transmission 
and fact that fewer frequencies 
would be needed, were advanced as 
reasons why an Atlantic Coast site 
would be preferable. 

Responding to questions by Sen- 
ator Bone, Democrat, of Washington, 
who chairmanned the Senate group, 
Lieut. E. K, Jett, chief engineer for 
the F.C.C., and Dr. J. H. Dellinger, 
Bureau of Standards radio expert, 
declared that treaty arrangements 
with other nations could be effected 
without difficulty. Commish engi- 
neer pointed out, however, that some 


| modification of existing laws might 
be necessary for Uncle Sam’s first 
venture in broadcasting, 

‘Terrific struggle’ being made by 
Germany and Italy to instill Nazi 
and Fascist philosophies into the 


minds of Latin Americans described | 
by Albert K. Dawson, travel repre- | 
sentative recently returned from a 
Declaring 
that ‘I think we are missing a very 
good bet if we don’t get in with a| 
Government station,” Dawson told 
the committee of broadcasts in Span- | 
ish and Portuguese, which are being | 


On top of $250,000 , 





More Talent 





Washington, May 17. 

Execs from the big radio net- 
works are wondering (maybe) 
why they have been pouring the 
dough into West Coast stations 
to take advantage of screen tal- 
ent to put on the air. 

Squabble over why a Gov- 
ernment-owned short wave sta- 
tion should be constructed in 
Washington, D. C., rather than 
in San Diego, Calif., was an- 
swered by Rep. Emmanuel Cel- 
ler, of New York—sponsor of 
the Washington bill—by the 
explanation that ‘there 
is more talent to be found in 
Washington.’ 

Even the House Naval 
Committee snorted — proving 
law-makers must be film fans, 
Explanation that Celler was 
thinking of political big-wigs 
Was unnecessary. What are 
Government-owned stations for? 


simple 


Affairs 











| dinned into South 
twisters and urged 

| ‘start pounding 

| eign programs. 


away 


Few Installations 
Small 


number of short 
ceiving sets in South 
date, Dawson said, but supply 
creasing and individuals 
listen in on each set. 
that the country is 
North American 


Nave re- 


iS inle- 


five or Six 


broadcasts, even 


though English programs are under- | 


and declared 
from this 


stood by few listeners 
that broadcasts 


| would go over with a bang. 
can films, representing approximate- 
ly 90° of all pictures 
South America, are 
popular, Dawson added, 
Considerable comment caused at 
the Senate get-together concerning 
the unusual interest displayed by 
Senator Bone in ‘phone company toll 
charges as they affect the radio in- 
dustry. Washington liberal, surpris- 
ing witnesses with his 
| of high fidelity transmission 
A.T.&T. affairs, appeared ready to 
| do some research work into tele- 
phone industry’s tie-up with broad- 
casting. 
Chavez 
Wednesday 
try skedded to speak its piece. 
House hearings were postponed 
indefinitely Tuesday (17), follow- 


ing 


and 


bill hearings resume 


being done by private short wavers 
in South America broadcast field. 
Frederic A. Willis, assistant to CBS 
President William S, Paley told of 
| Columbia’s efforts to supply popular 
programs via W2XE but predicted 
‘much of the most effective Amer- 
ican broadcasting that will be done 
|in South America will be accom- 
| plished by rebroadcast arrange- 
ments.’ 

Answering Vinson, Columbia exec- 
‘utives pledged ‘full co-operation’ 
with government in matter of mak- 
| ing short wave facilities available 
for Federal programs. Assured 
committee Columbia is not looking 
toward the field of profit at the mo- 
ment.” But urged that private op- 
}erators should be permitted to de- 
velop South American possibilities 
for a future time. 

Story of international radio de- 
velopment was continued by Boyd 
|W. Bullock, General Electric exec- 


American knob- , 
that the U. S.| 
to offset for- | 


America, to/| 


Pointed out | 
interested in| 


continent | 

. | 
in Spanish and Portuguese probably | 
Ameri- | 


shown in| 
exceedingly 


knowledge | 


(18) with private indus- | 


industry explanation of what is | 


a 


——S 


| type South America wants to hear, 
| Musical broadcasts, talks on life in 
the United States, news broadcasts 
| and sporting events have given Latin 
| Americans good impression of this 
country, Bullock declared. Any. 
thing in the nature of propaganda, 
however, would be resented, and 
| educational programs not so hot, he 
indicated. Committee confined itsejt 
to leading questions on willingness 
|of private industry to co-operate in 
dissemination of government pro- 
| grams indicating compromise might 
| be worked out without passage of 
a government broadcast bill. List- 
ened intently to testimony showing 
extensive operations of broadcasters 
in South American and European 
international fields. 


Rep. Maury Maverick, of Tes 
favors the bill but is not ‘rabid’ for 
its passage, he told the committee. 


‘If the boys at the other end of 
Pennsylvania avenue are going to 
make up the programs, they will be 


so dull they will 
South America 
declared. 


put everyone in 


to sleep,’ the Texan 
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Radio Originator 


ONE MAN SHOW 
TWO VOICE SAM AND HENRY 
MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
RAIN NO MO’ VERSE CONTEST 
VARIETY HOUR 
COMMUNITY SING 


Address: 4351 N. Paulina St., 


Chicago 


DON 


ROSS 


THE RHYMING MINSTREL 
12 O'CLOCK NOON 
EVERY MONDAY 

WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY 

Mutual Broadcasting System 

FOR 


BOSCO 




















WANTED 


Girl under 25. Radio experience. 
With baby voice. Must sing and 
mimic. Write full particulars 


BOX 160, VARIETY, New York 
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| Resionals Set Up Washington Hdgs. 





Base Present Activities on 


to Have 5 Kw. 


Washington, May 17. | 

Headquarters of the National As- | 
gociation of Regional Broadcast Sta- | 
tions, brought into being at Chicago | 
a week ago, were opened in the Na- 
tional Press Building under direction 


of John Shepard III, initial president | 
of 
Spearman, group counsel. 


and leader the movement, and 
Paul D. P. 
Incorporation papers to be filed this 
week in Wilmington, 

Outgrowth of the long-raging con- 
qdroversy over clear channel theory, 
new group will play ball with 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters and with both the clear- 
channelites and the locals on all mat- 
ters which do not involve conflicts 
of interest and opinion between dif- | 
ferent classes of transmitters. Im-| 
mediate purpose, however, is to try | 
anda convince the Federal Communi- | 


Lhe 


cations Cormmission that adherence 
to principle of allowing a few fa- | 
vored stations exclusive use of val- | 
uvable frequencies is unjustified in | 
light of present industry and techni- 
cal conaitions, 


Decision to band together more 
closely was reached at Chicago ses- 
sion called by Shepard, head of the 
Yankee and Colonial webs, who has 
been a crusader within NAB circles 
for years. Conduct of the organiza- 
tion reposes chiefly in the hands of 
the Bay Stater, fortified by six other 
directors picked by the pioneers last 
week. Board comprises: 

For three-year terms—Edgar L. 
Bill, WMBD, Peoria, and Shepard. 

For two-year terms—Lewis Allen 
Weiss. KHJ, Los Angeles, and Ed- 
ward Twamley, WBEN, Buffalo. 

For one-year terms—Hoyt  B. 
Wooten, WREC, Memphis; Campbell 
Arnoux, WTAR, Norfolk, and Ed- 
ward B. Craney, KGIR, Butte. 

More time in which to prepare for 
the scheduled June hearings on the 
new FCC rules is the first objective 
of the group, which has as its chief 
declared purpose protecting region- 
als against any laws, rules, regula- 
lions, customs, or practices which 
would injure or discriminate against 
this class of stations. Informal re- 
quest already has been made for de- 
lay until Fall, in face of evidence 
the Commish will sail ahead next 
month on schedule, 

While set-up is not indicative of 
any split within or revolt against 
the NAB, the new NARBS will hold 
the door open for any regional, at 
the same time being prepared to ask 
recognition in the event the general 
trade body decides to charter small- 
er factional groups. At present, any 
licensee of a station ordered to op- 
erate On a regional or high-power 
regional channel, and any subordi- 
nate station allotted space on an ex- 
Clusive frequency with under 50 kw, 
is eligible for admission, 

Declared motive of the association 
are: 

‘To foster and promote the de- 
velopment of the art of radio broad- 
Casting; to protect its members in 
every lawful and proper manner; to 
joster, encourage and promote laws, 
rules and regulations, customs and 
praciices which will be in the best 
interest of the public; to protect the 
interests of the members of the as- 
sociation by opposing the enactment 
or adoption of any laws, rules, regu- 
lations, customs, or practices which 
would discriminate against or in any 
Way injure the members of this as- 
socialion to any greater degree or 
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New F.C.C. Rules—Hope 


Grants General 


_ —ap 


in any different manner than li- 
censees of broadcast stations who are 
ineligible for membership in this 
association,’ 

Defer to N.A.B. 


Any problems of general nature 
concerning the entire business will 
be left up ta the NAB, according to 
the by-laws, while the NARBS will 
cooperate with the older body upon 
invitation. 


Without any specific budget, the 
dues are modest. Full-time stations 
will pay annually four times the 


| 


} 





| 
| 





highest one-quarter hour rate; time- | 


sharers On a _ proportionate basis: 
daytime and limited time plants, 
four times the highest daytime 
charge; and non-commercial trans- 


mitters $25 a year. 
Bids for new members will be sent 
out by mail, without any high-pres- 


| 


sure campaign. Outsiders to get | 
statement of purpose behind the or- | 
ganization in the hope they will see | 
benefit in signing up. 

Washington headquarters will be | 
conducted by Mrs. Wanda Johnston, | 


formerly with the FCC and lately | 
engaged in legal work. Named | 


permanent secretary-treasurer. No| 
committees contemplated at present. | 

With execs from some 70 stations | 
present and operators of 20 more! 
promising to go along, the nucleus 
around which the organization is 
built comprises: 


WFBR, Baltimore; WJIBO, Baton Rouge; 
KFYR, Bismarek; WBEN, Buffalo; KMMJ, 
Clay Center WAAF, Chicags WJIID, Chi- 
cago; WHIo, Dayton WERC, Duluth 
WKAR, East Lansing WCBF, Evansvillk 
WIND, G WIRE, Indianapolis; WFBM 
Indianapolis; WJDX, Jackson; WHE, Kan 
sas ty; WDAF Kansas City WTMJ, 
Milwaukee: WTAR, Norfol WMC. Mem 
phis WREC Memphis; WMAZ, Macor 
WTCN, Minneapoli WDGW, Minneapoli 
WSMB, Ne Orleans WCAL Northfield 
KOIL, Omaha; KFBB, Great Falls; WFITI 
| Ip VMBD Pe W ROK 
Rock fe WHE rR est WEI ~ 
cuse WEW St I 1 WKW Sst Louis; 
WSBT, South Ben WIBW, Topeka 

|} WILL, Urb: KFH Wichita WHK 
Cleveland; WHike (Columbus; WCLE 
Cleveland KWKH Shrevepor WTBS 
Shreveport KGIR, Butte KFPY, Spokane 
KOMO, Seattle; KIRK Seattl WAISV 
Washington: WEEI Boston: WKRC Cin 
cinnati: KHJ Los Angeles WNAC, Bos 
ton: WAAI Boston; WICC, Bridgeport 


‘and WEAN, 


Pi ovidence 


Amateu 


VARIETY 
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23,000 Strong, Decide to Ask 


FCC. for Television Elbow Room 


Hartford, May 17 


velopment of television by amateurs 


| 
‘ 
Use of a wave band for the de-| 
| 


will be sought from the F.C.C. some- | 


| time this week by Kenneth B. War- 


\ ruff, 


obtain special equipment, it was an- 
nounced by Clinton B. DeSoto, 
sistant secretary. 

At the meeting Dr 
of State College. 


as- 


E. C. Wood- 


Pa., was re- 


ner, secretary of the American| elected president of the league, and 
| Radio Relay League, following the | George W. Bailey, of Boston. vice- 
annual meeting of the board of di- president. 

; rectors here Friday and Saturday, | Membership of the league mn 
at which it was brought out that| stands at over 23,000 t was re- 
present bands are too crowded f porte d It wa voted hold he 
proper development lext annual meeting of the directs 

Directors expressed the belief 1 San Francisco next yeai 
that amateurs should have ne 
field for the tele, ( ork. Hope WAAW’s Spieler Staff 
it will be in the neighborhood of OQmahe. Mav 17 
112 to 118 thousands of kilocycle - TAAW 
: . Iwo announcers ioined WAAW 
Would like to have permission to g« “ee } Tray 
into this field by Oct. 1 a oo ee ae — — 
: Marshalltown, and Al Ray Brown 
If the commission permits ama-| from Hastings. 
teurs the right to operate within} Associate Manager Frank Shopen 
those bands the American Radio| adds another announcer within a 
Relay League in West Hartford will | week bringing the total to seven 


























“It's a cinch to get orders in Cincinnati now that we've 


cot DEALER SUPPORT—and WSAI sure gave us that’’x 








WSAI 


NEW YORK 


CINCINNATI 


e National Spot Representative TRANSAMERICAN 





% Another reason why WSAI is 
carrying 57.8% more LOCAL and 
NATIONAL SPOT quarter-hour 
units than any other local network 
station in Cincinnati. 
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MUSIC -DANSAPATION 





195% 


_Weseeney, May r 18, 




















On the 


Upbeat 





Benny Meroff opened Thursday 
(12) in Olmos Dinner Club, San An- 
tonio, for two-week stand. 


Eddie Varzos’s group in at Muehle- 
bach hotel, Kansas City. Wired to 
NBC red nightly. Opens at Schroe- 
der hotel, Mil-vaukee, June 7. Gets | 
an NBC wire. 





Charles Boulanger 
with Nick Schaefer Associates for a 
tour 
keep the crew 
ly a year. 


on the road for near- 


Dell 
tion at 
Park, la., May 28 

Buddy Fisher current at 400 Club, 
Wichita, Kans 


Coon sez as opening attrac- 


Guy Lombardo plays two weeks of 
one-niters starting May 27 when he 
exits Fox theatre, Detroit. Plays 
through east to south, followed by 
vacation. 


Johnny Messner signed to MCA 
this week by Harry Moss. 


Kay Kyser repeats Sunday (22) at 
Ritz ballroom, Bridgeport. 
Charlie Barnett and Mal Hallett 


set for May 22 and 29, respectively, 
at Pleasure Beach, Bridgeport. 


Benny Goodman one-nites May 26 | 


at Foot Guard hall, Hartford. 


Elizabeth Langford has 
Jack Wardlaw. 


rejoined | 


Ted Lewis opened his first location 
date in years at Topsy’s Roost, Los 
Angeles, May 14 for ROK. Recently 
quit MCA, 


Ray Benson into Stork Club, N. Y.. 


May 14, replacing Bobby Parks’ band. | 


Alternates with Nilo Menendez 


rhumba crew. 


Pall Mall Boys, cocktailers. 
fortnight at Casey hotel, 
Pa., starting May 14. 


set for 
Scranton, 





orchestra set | 


of one-night stands which will | 


Ll 
Central ballroom, Arnold’s | 


| tol, Washington, May 20. Also set | 
for Surf Beach club, Virginia Beach, 
| at fter July 23. It’s an MCA‘er. Into. 
| Commodore, N. Y., in Sept. 


Jack Crawford ito Kennywood 
Park, Pittsburgh, May 17. Phil Lev- 
| ant goes into same ge June 20. Dick 
Stabile ditto on July 4 





Shep Fields booked for Aragon 
ballroom, Chicago, June 24, 

| Jimmy Joy plays Surf club, Vir- 
| ginia Beach, Va., week of June 25. 
| Art Kassel precedes him on May 28. 


Dick Barrie set at Jenkinson’s 
Pavilion, Pt. Pleasant, N. J., June 24. 

Happy Felton plays a return date 
at Loew's State, N. Y., June 16 


Horvath’s Half- Weeks 


Cleveland, May 17. 
heat spell put all ballroom 
skids, forcing Charlie 


Early 


‘biz on the 


| Horv rath to shift his Trianon into a | 
|curtailed summer policy sooner than | 


|he expected. Dance spot is keeping 
| Stan Wcod as house band for three 
nights only per week 

outfit listed for Trianon May 22, with 
la return one-nighter May 29. Hor- 
| vath also cutting his Skaieland roller 
irink down to three a week. 


| iniatnantdaieiaieiinen 


Pokrass Back West 


Sam Pokrass, 
poser, leaves for the Coast May 26 
to tune ‘Three Musketeers.’ 

He sold three songs 
one, ‘My Best Wishes,’ to Jack Breg- 
man, who has joined with Chester 
Cohn in the music publishing busi- 
| ness. 








sored programs. In ‘Source’ column, 





Vincent Patti's orch is final name 


20ith-Fox staff com- | 
' 
while in N. Y., 


| posium Thurs, 


‘Active Bookings in Utah; 


‘Many Touring Bands Set; 


Adolph Brox’ 28th Season 


Salt Lake City, Mav 17. 

J. B. Walker, 
!Mill, Inc., operators of a 
canyon resort, has 
|\Craig’s band to oven season May 28. 
‘Cra ig, currently 
roof garden in San Francisco, spent 
16 weeks at the Hotel Utah Starlite 
Gardens last summer 


Saltair will use travelling bands 
from two to four for weeks’ engage- 
ments. Lagoon, suburban _ resort 
also will employ well-known mu- 


formerly with 
even- 


sickers. Bill Stoker 
Kay Kyser, has organized a 
piece band and will move into the 
Melody Lane, Friday (20) 

In Salt Lake City, Eugene Jelesnik 
|will move from the Hotel Utah Em- 
| pire room to the hotel roof garden, 
while Wally Williams and his band 
| will replace the Three Bavarians in 
the Rendezvous, beer-and-pretzelry 
in the same hosielry. 

Jerry Jones, owner of the Rainbow 
Randevu will alternate using an out- 
fit headed by himself and traveling 


bands. Chick Webb is dated for 
May 25. 

S. R. Covey, owner of Covey’s 
Coconut Grove, supposedly the 


largest dancery in the United States 
(68,000 square feet) has again dot-| 
lined Adolph Brox. This is the 28th} 
season Brox .has been under the 
Covey banner. Covey also plans to 
spot name bands for one night stands 
summer, 


lc 
{ 


| throughout the 


Morton Gould, batoner @f WOR'’s 
‘Jazz Nocturne,’ will lecture at a 
City College (N. Y.) muical sym- 

(19) on ‘swing music 
|and its relationship to the classics. 





‘Breakdown of Network Pluss, 8 AM. tol AM. 


| 
} 
| Following is an analysis of the combined plugs of current tunes on WEAF, WJZ, WABC and WOR computed 


for the week from Monday through Sunday (May 9-15). 
on the two NBC links. CBS and Mutual from 8 a. m. 


Grand total 
to 1 a.m. 


*denotes film song, 


president of the Old 
swank | 
booked Carvel | 


at Hotel Whitcomb | 


i Ine., but their 


| asking for an injunction, 


| house gave Tannenholz’s manuscript the once-over Harry Woods, 
'to Wood's 


*| ning too long, Title: 


represents accumulated performances 
‘Commercials’ refers to all types plugs on spon- 
j legit tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itself. 


: Inside Stuff—Music 





Harry Link, Dave Aaronberg and Francis Gilbert framed Saul Bornstein 
| general manager of Irving Berlin, Inc., shortly before he sailed for py. 
'rope. First they casually commented on the fact that ‘Good Night Angep 
| had attained hit proportions and still the firm had not been annoyed with 
a piracy suit as happens with almost every song hit of late. Just for a rib 
Link wrote a tune of which the first 18 bars resembled ‘Angel’ note for 
note, and called it ‘Broadway Dream Girl’ just to make it sound as corny 
as possible. Stationery bearing the name of a phoney Philadelphia musie 
house was imprinted, and a letier was sent by registered mail to Bornstein 
with a copy of ‘Dream Girl’ enclosed, along with the usual attorney’s letter, 
Going to-Link and Gilbert for advice, Bornstein was urged to settle for a 
couple of hundred dollars, the money to be used for a pariy for Bornstein 
on the day he sailed. 

The sailing schedule, confused and the party had to be 
called off. Bornstein tipped off on the vessel that the suit was a hoax, a 
most fell through a porthole, and remarked further that he 
Gilbert wanting to settle anything. 


however, was 
couldn't imagine 


industry as curious, though rated as a common thi 
by the legal profession, yn which has such law firms as F 
lich & Schwartz and Julian T. Abeles aligned against a suing group of 
publishers in the Electrical Research Products, Inc., case. F & S, tho oh 
general counsel for the American Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, represents the interests of Columbia and United Artists in this 
section, while Abeles, legalite for the Robbins publishing group, is chieg 
counsel of the ERPI defense battery with Metro and 20th-Fox his specific 
clients. 

Publishing group which is seeking 
fees from ERPI includes Robbins Music Corp. 
shares 


Striking the music 


is the situati 


to collect around $140,000 in beck 
and its affiliate, Leo Fej 
are small in comparison to the amount that micht 
accrue to such concerns as G. Schirmer, Inc., Car] Fischer, In and the 
Sam Fox Publishing Co. Trial of the issues is slated to take place in June 
before Judge John Knox in the Federal court. 


Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. has been made a defendant in an infringement 
suit brought by Murray B. Tannenholz in the Federal court. Tannenholz 
claims that the tune, ‘So Many Memories,’ which Shapiro published in 1937, 
was similar to one that he submitted to this firm the year before. He is 
exemplary damages and an accounting of the 
profits, 

Song which Tannenholz, an amateur 
titled ‘Memories of You.’ Shapiro’s answer 


writer, brought to Shapiro was 
is that the time the publishing 
writer of 
‘So Many Memories,’ was in Europe; also that the manuscript on file with 
the copyright registra’s office in Washington has no resemblance whatever 
work, 
Cotton Club let a song go out of its current show because it was rune 
‘I Let a Song Go Out of My Heart.” 


Wiel Notes 





Jean Herbert and Jack Palmer 
collabbed on ‘You're Not the Sw 
heart You Used to Be’ to be pubbed 
by Mills. Herbert teamed with 
Jimmy Hanley for forthcoming ‘Hon- 
eymooning in Hawaii’ for Miller. 


Pet- 


Grand Commer- 
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June 3. Stays until June 16, when| I Can Dream, Can't I”. cy ere te ee ght This Way : KR : os eee ' 13 1 e Gypsy,’ from Grosvenor Films’ Brit- 

tita Rio will follow him for CRA, | Two Shadows.......... .Witmark ........*Two Sh: awe ied she ds nse eddie . 13 1 8 ish) ‘Command Performance 
aes aoe Pgh K ite ere eT Paramount OBOE G0 BVM. 6 5c ccs hicce cnc : 13 1 - 
iiss : | Moonlight in Waiki ; , oo. ... Pop Se. mee at 7 — 

O'Flynn Duo, Netherland Plaza | {n the Shade of the Ne Ww \pple ‘Tree. ... Chappell ‘Hooray for What. 12 : Adolph Deutsch finished the scor- 
hotel. ¢ incinnati, June 11; Anderson | Let’s Sail to Dreamland. . Svier - Spina eee eta a : 12 4 : ng for War serail Ses bor sate 
and Balli, also strollers, Lorraine ho- | Just Let Me Look at You . Chappell . *Joy of Liv ‘ing. Bs a TE : 12 ‘ ; B “ookl rn.’ eee Oe 
tel, Madison, Wis.. May 19. | | Always and Always.. ee 5.” ee .....*Mannequin POSTE IAS 60 12 : 4 7 yn. 

anaes If It Rai ns, Who Cares”... .Morris .... ee ; Lt 1 = 

Johnny Long to Cavalier club, Vir- ! Swingin’ in the Corn.............. ee oerlin .... *Radio City Rey els..... Reta: l " ; Frank Churchill and Paul Web- 

ginia Beach, Va., May 23. | I See i seta ace . Befo ore M > ye her d Pi , a he ‘De , ] Cebecesees e il ) 8 ee wrote three songs for Bobov 
ae ——. ace { é -Crawiot _ between rT: | | arr — 7 reen to war! in ‘Breaking 1e 
_ {Three Blind Mice... Tenney ..220.20/POp sseeeseeee 7. -£- -¢ |te ere Tecsteaas 

Isham Jones piays for Lowrie ho- Thanks for the Memory . Paramount ..*Big Broadcast............... ae , 7 , 

tel, St. Paul, Minn., after May 20. oe a oe .Gilbert . | OR oT nie : ll ; . aon 
— Feng + ae ean uaa ‘ Robbins ' _ ‘iiucky Moonshine........ . i 4 Moe Jerome and Jack Scho!! ia 

Charlie Agnew engaged for Bill Loch cane a : ney — Hen BOP sees eserensccescceecseeees s it 3 0 I'm So Proud of You’ and ‘The Vic- 
Green's. Pittsburgh, Pa., nitery from!Oh. Ma. Ma... oe let dtaveceael — ; ; £ OP Tere eT e » 20 4 g tory Song’ for Warners “Camp 
May 26 on |I Love You With All My  Teart. ‘Shagive. | eee er eee . 10 ! 9 Cinderella.’ 

ay 26 on. at oO All My lear .Shapiro .. . Po; 3 - : 

——— There's a F vay Look in Your ye: “Tenney Se RL ea tis 14 . 8 | at ai 
P € sittle Miles fi nm Tau . Ra . . fee, OLE COE CRESS OED EES ‘ Lt i 1 | 
cay Kaye into Paramount the- Perea re hei he yw ‘ao “7 1S. aus artnet sete eae ee eee ees 10 ? 7 ‘Ain't Gonna Swing No More.’ 
atre, N. Y., June 1, after playing | More Than Ever... ipa tdaew ce . eee ton — MD PUG sasccccscees . Ww } 7 penned by Basil Adia Willie 
State, Hartford. Mas 16-13 and Capi- Latin Quarter..... + RR ‘ae ‘Gol as a i a ecvccece » 1H ) 5 Smith and Walter Bishop for M lls 
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Before Old Ones Paid For—Complaint 


Chicago, May 17 
Music operators are 
piqued against what they claim to be 
a move on the part of the music Ma- 
manufacturers to force new 


machine 


chine 
models 

Manufacturers are sending restau- 
rant and tavern owners literature on 
the new machine, and then inform 
the machine operators that they have 
sent this literature out. This, the 
owners squawk, is merely a pressure 
move by the manufacturers to in- 
duce the in-between operators to 
purchase new equipment even before 
the present models are obsolete. 


Number of Records 


1 com- 


This is the basis of a genera 
plaint against the manufacturers by 
the operators, who claim that 
makers are constantly bringing out 
new models before the operators 
have a chance to get their money out 
of the current machines. This pres- 
sure motive, the operators yowl, is 
the reason manufacturers have 
jumped the number of records a 
machine can play from eight to 12 
to 16 to 20 and now to 24 in the 
space of a few Yet despite 
this 24-record machine, surveys and 
results have proven that the public 
rarely drops a nickel in the slot for 
more than three tunes which rate 
first in current popularity. The next 
three tunes hit-or-miss, 


the 


years. 


are 


left out in the alley, as far as 
public is concerned, Operators feel 
that these machine with 16, 20 and 
24-record capacity are without gen- 
uine financial merit and are being 
forced on them by manufacturers 
who are constantly creating a false 
demand by making the location own- 
ers dissatisfied with the 
models, 

Music Machine Operators Associa- 
tion of Illinois is making a special ef- 
fort to combat these tactics on the 
part of several manufacturers and is 
endeavoring to secure the cooperation 
of operators throughout the country 
to join in battling such trade prac- 
tices, There is a growing possibility 
ihat the operators associations will 
g0 direct to the Government with 
tllegations of unfair trade practices 
on the part of the machine makers. 


older 


FRANK CRUMIT DENIES 


while | 
the other records might as well be 
the | 





+ 


Asbury’s Weekend Names’ 





Reade’s Casino at Asbury Park, 
N. J., will have same name band 
policy for weekends as last yea! 


House’s season-staying regular band | 
has not been selected yet but comes | 
in around Decoration day. Admis- | 
sions will range from 75c. to $1.10. | 
Latter for namers on weekend. All| 
get Mutual Broadcasting System | 
wire. 
Opened on Easter 


Saturday (17)| 





with Art Shaw, Isham Jones fol 
lowed May 7 and Benny Goodman 
on May 15, Red Norvo-Mildred 


| Bailey combo comes in May 22 with 
Bunny Berigan, 28; Kay Kyser, 29, 
|and Guy Lombardo June 4. 


ASCAP NAMES 
DIVVY GROUP 


Gene Buck, president of the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers, yesterday (Tuesday) 
announced the lineup of the special 
committee, which will try to find 
ways and means of improving the 
publishers’ system of royalty alloca- 
tion. This committee consists of 
Buck, John G. Paine, general man- 
ager of the society; Mills, chairman 
of the executive committee; Henry 
Spitzer, of Chappell & Co.; Lou Dia- 





> AN UNKNOWN 


Litigation-Burned Publishers 
Now Just Won’t Bother 
with Long Shots — Too 
Costly Defending Nui- 
sance Actions 


POLICY GENERAL 


Doors of all the 
Tin Pan Alley are being firmed shut 


major firms in 


to amateur song writers as a result 
of the increasing number of infringe- 


ment suits that publishers find 
themselves subjected to from this 
source. Expense of defending such 


actions has become too great. Pub- 
lishers see any long shot of getting 
a hit song from an unknown over- 
balanced by the constant annoyance 
and cost of litigation. 

Several publishing houses refuse 
to accept any registered mail that 
gives indication of containing an 
unsolicited manuscript, while others 
now make a practice of returning 
unopened any envelopes that look as 


they come from amateur writers. 
|One publisher who has for some 
20 years welcomed the = scripts 


mond, of Famous Music Corp.: John- | 


ny O'Connor, of Words & Music, Ine.: 
and A. Walter Kramer, of Galaxy 
Music Corp, 

Formation of this committee was 
recommended at a general publish- 
| ers meeting two weeks ago and arose 
from the admitted need for overcom- 
ing the huge discontent brought on 


with the present method of deter- | 


mining publishers’ 


availability rat- 
ings, 


None of the publishers named 
to the special committee is a mem- 
ber of the ASCAP board of directors. 
the availability committee, or the 
publishers’ appeals board. 

Buck has again deferred setting a 
date for the annual dinner and 
meeting of the membership. This 
time it’s due to a request he re- 
ceived from Walter Fischer, a mem- 
ber of the ASCAP board. who ex- 
that an early June date 


ANY SONG INFRINGEMENT ‘cvis'se inconvenient to the stsne 





Frank Crumit last week filed with 
the Federal court an answer to the 
infringment suit brought by Adeline 
Francis Ryan. She charged that 
Crumit sang the unpublished lyric of 
“Her Old Spanish Shaw!’ to the tune 


of his Own song, ‘A Gay Cabellero,’ | 


Over the air in 1932. 
Crumit denied that he did 
Or any other time. 


He also pleaded 
that she was 


guilty of ‘laches’ in 


waiting for six years to bring suit| renewal of 


and that such ‘laches’ was sufficient 
to justify dismissal of her complaint. 


Cisco Back Home 
Cleveland, May 17. 

Joe Cisco and his Magpies making 
first return visit here, where he 
formed troupe 12 years ago at Cleve- 
land A. C. Opened at Willy's Gar- 
dens, operated by George Pomerantz, 
yesterday (16). 
Otto Thurn’s crew goes into Al- 
Pine Village May 27. replacing 
George Hessberger, who is returning 


to Old Heidelberg, Chicago. Gene 


Erwin’s orchestra doing debut honors | 


ét Franklyn’s Lyndhurst Club, one 
of town’s old landmarks, 
Comes to life tonight (17). 


which 


Hudson-De Lange Changes 
Albany, N. Y., May 17. 
Hudson-De Lange Orchestras, Inc., 
has changed its name to Will Hudson 
Orchestras, Inc., according to papers 
filed with th- Secretary of State in 


Albany. Attorney is Samuel J. Buz- ' 


ell of N. Y. C. 


the | 
words of Miss Ryan's song in 1932 | 


ard publisher since the retail music 


dealers were to have their conven- | 


tion during that period in New York. 


|The ASCAP membership 
usually held in April. 


meet is 


ON EUROPEAN BIZ 


Irving Berlin Due for Eastern Show- 
Writing Sojourn 


| Saul H. Bornstein’s present so- 
|JOurn abroad concerns itself with 
English rights with | 


| Chappell to represent Irving Berlin, 
| Inc. abroad. Berlin Co.'s v.p. and 
;g.m. may make a new deal for 
| France, however. Current rep in 
France is Francis Salabert. 

Bornstein also has several Italian 
'contracts, and is likewise clearing 
the syne rights to the ‘Snow White’ 
(Disney) songs, now that the film is 
hitting the foreign marts in _ its 
sundry dubbed versions. 

Berlin, himself, is due back from 
the Coast May 25, and will reside in 
Ventnor, N. J., where he will write 
a new stage musical for Sam H 
Harris. 


Bill Stein to Europe 


Chicago, May 17. 
W. H. Stein. v.p. of Music 


Corp. of 


America, sails for a six-weeks tou 
of Europe. 

{ Will spend much of the time in 
London to straighten out the Eng- 


lish situation of the MCA office, and 
ithen trip it to Paris and Cannes to 
set several shows Due 
middle of July. 


+ 


back by the 


of neophytes last week notified his 
staff that the works of an amateur 
are not to be considered under any 
circumstances. 

Within a period of six months this 
publisher has been forced to defend 
three infringement actions because 
in each instance he had given some 
consideration to a manuscript which 
the amateur writer later charged 
was used as the source for a pub- 
lished number. Since it costs a mini- 
mum of $300 to defend a case of 


this sort, the pub in question figures | 


that the best policy is to pass up the 
contributions of all amateurs. 

Common observation among 
publishing trade is that every time 
a court hands down aé_ decision 
awarding substantial damages to 
some amateur writer who claimed 
that his ‘work had been 
from there follows a fiood of similat 
suits from the fraternity of un- 
knowns, 





NORMAN ELLIS SHARE 
HOLDER IN PUB. CO 


Albany, May 17. 
Variety Music Publishers, Inc., has 
obtained a charter from the secre- 
tary of state to do business in New 
York. Directors are Norman Ellis, 
holder of four shares; Mary Magro, 
and Grayce M. Bertha, each holding 
one share. Capital stock is 10 shares 
of no par value. 
Humphrey Statter, 
was filing counsel. 


of New York 


Norman Ellis was the writer of 
‘Carelessly,’ along with Nick Kenny. 
which Irving Berlin, Inc., published 


about a year and a half ago. His 
first tune with Variety Music is 
‘Starlight Dreams.’ Ellis is also an 


arranger and band leader. 


Jitterbugs’ Junket 


Flock of chartered motor buses 
will transport 1,000 Bridgeport 
Conn., swing idolizers to the swing 
shrine de Juxe at Randall's Island 
stadium May 29. 

1.000 ad- 
cold out 


than 
being 

First annual swing fiesta for bene- 
fit of the Los Angeles City of Hope 
Sanatorium, sponsored by its New 
York division, is scheduled for Madi- 
son Square Garden June 12 


less 
from 


Horseshoe is 


missions away 


A fla if 


will celebrate the silver jubilee of 
the hospital. Benny Goodman or- 
chestra will be on tap for a five- 
hour session of solid sending, jam- 


ming it for dancing as well as the 
floor show. 


the | 


pilfered | 


| the 


{Ira Gershwin. 


' was 





nn | 
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Leval Decision Limits Cash 


ee 


Penalty 


On Infringement to Profit Ratio 


* 





Gumble Re-elected Prez 


Mose Gumble was unanimously 
re-elected president of the Protes- 
sional Music Men, Inc., 


at he r- 
ganization’s annual meeting last F1 
day night (13). Others re-elected 
Rocco Vocco, Ist v.p.; Joe Santly, 
2nd v.p., and Harry Link, 3rd v.p 

Michael Schloss named the new 
treasurer, Louis Schwartz, recording 
secretary, and Harry Liebman, fi- 
nancial secretary. 


SAYS MY HEART 
SAID BEFORE? 





Harms, Inc., last week served no- 
tice on Paramount Pictures and the 
Famous Music Corp. that it consider 
tune, ‘Says My Heart,’ in the 
film, ‘Cocoanut Grove,’ to have much 
in common with “Tell Me More,’ title 
song of a Broadway show which was 
co-authored by the late George and 
Producing company 
was informed that it would be heid 
accountable for the inclusion of the 
number, while the publishing subsid 
asked to cease exploiting and 
distributing it. 

Harms claims that the first eight 
bars of the ‘Heart’ melody is identi- 
cal with the initial eight in 


Gershwin song and that the simi- 


|larity is repeated in other portions 


of the film tune. Burion Lane com- 
posed ‘Heart;’ Ralph Friend did the 
lyric. “Tell Me More’ was published 
by Harms in 1925, 


BREGMAN-COHN OPEN 


| 


| 


A significant 
from Brun 


legal decision aris neg 


swick’s allegedly 


recording of a New Orleans doggerel, 
‘You Make Me Like It Daddy, That's 
Why I Love It So,’ was sustained in 
the U. S. Supreme Court when that 
highest tribunal on Monday (16) re- 
fused to grant a writ of certiorari to 


review 
this 


It’s 


has 


the case. the first time 
special issue been brought 
up to the U. S. court, and establishes 
that if an infringing song or record- 
ing has a profit of, say, only $2, the 
damages are limited to that $2 
not to any satutory fee, which 
run into the thousands. 


, and 
may 





the | 


OWN PUB BIZ JUNE 15 


Jack Bregman and Chester Cohn 
will start their joint music publish- 
ing venture June 15, although their 
firm won't open officially until July 
1. They are still marking time on 
the purchase of Donaldson, Douglas 
& Gumble, waiting for Walter 
Douglas to recover from his recent 
operation to the point where they 
can talk final terms with him. Breg- 
man and Cohn have also. ap- 
proached Forster Music Publisher. 


Inc., of Chicago, about a deal, and | 


effected a tentative tieup on the west 
coast. Bregman said yesterday 
(Tuesday) that he and his partner 
had three songs with which to get 
going. 

Robert Teller, music printer, and 
Edgar Leslie, songwriter, declared 
last week that they had not even 
discussed with Bregman and Cohn 
a settlement of the money owed 
them by DD&G. 


SummersportW eek-Ending 
Name Bands; 3,000 Seats 


Gateway Casino, Summersport, 
N. J., has been taken over by Charlie 
Shribman as summer dancery. Bob 
Bundy is handling the booking from 
New York, with Shribman head- 
quartering in Boston to handle New 
England circuit, 

Spot will open June 3 with name 


band policy on weekends for it 
3,000 seating capacity. Mutual wire 
will be installed. Prices and wedge 
band not set yet. 


It Ain’t Grammatical 


New ‘How'd Ja’ and 


‘Why'd Ya 


cycle in song titles is off to a yood 
start with ‘How'd Ja Like to Love 
Me”’, ‘How'd Ja Happen to Fall for 


Me?’, and ‘Why'd Ya Make Me Fall 
in Love?’, 
Another 
What cha 
For?’, 


lines Is 


Me Crs 


the same 
Make 


along 
Wanna 


In other words, in the case of ‘You 
Made Me Like It Daddy,’ the New 
Orleans indie publisher, Joseph John 
Davilla, operating as World’s Musie 
Pub. Co., had established that a 
Negro band, on Brunswick, had 
waxed a similarly titled song, which 
was evidenced to be an infringement 
on the N.O. copyright. This suit is 
against the Brunswick-Balke-Col- 
lender Co. of N. Y., and antedates 
Brunswick’s sell-out to Warner Bros. 

As result of the infringement, the 
court awarded $5,000 damages and 
$2,000 counsel fees. Attorney Julian 
T. Abeles, called in by Bruns- 
wick on appeal, was successful in 
getting a reversal of that award, cut- 
ting the damages to $1,057, which was 
what the song netted on Brunswick, 
The $2,000 lawyer fees were also cut 
to $1,000. Abeles argued,that the 
damages must be limited only to the 
extent of the profits, and that any ar- 
bitrary computation of $10 per in- 
fringing copy, or any similar sum, 
is illegal. This, despite four different 
Circuit Court of Appeals actions to 
the effect that the bench may award 
summary damages. 

On the appeal, also, it was first 
voiced that the lyric was ‘salacious,’ 
{but since that question had never 
been raised in the lower court, the 
case had to be appealed on the law 
alone. 

Since this decision, music copy- 
right lawyers are wondering what's 
to prevent, therefore, any defendant 
—when losing—making sure that 
some nominal] profit is shown. The 
damage would thus be limited to the 
extent of the profit. If no profit, the 
court then could fix any arbitrary 
' sum, just as a penalty, 


‘ASSOCIATED MUSIC 
~~ REVAMPS FISCALLY 


Albany, May 17. 
| Associated Musie Publishers, Inc. 
New York, has increased its capital 
stock from 4,000 shares, 500 11 $100 
par value and 3,500 at no par value, 


to 55,000 shares, 5,000 at $100 par 
value and 50,000 at $5 par value. 
Capitalization is thereby upped 


$750,000. 

Change of capital papers were filed 
with the secretary of state’s office, 

Recapitalization comes on the heels 
of the operating takeover of Asso- 
ciated and its affiliated, Muzak, Ine., 
by the Warenr Bros. Deal was made 
with the North American Co., utili- 
ties combine, 


Preakness Ball Clicks 


Baltimore, May 17 


Preakness ball, which climaxed 
running of historic turf classic at 
Pimlico, Saturday (14), clicked to a 
good gross in spite of cold and all- 
day rain. Drew 2,700 stub holders 
at $2.50-$5 _ scale. Held in Fifth 
Regiment Armory 

Hal Kemp and orch and_ loca) 
combo under direction of Bob Iula 

pplied dansapation., 

George Pincus’ Shake-Up 
Chicao.g May 1% 

George Pincu chief of the local 

Shapiro-Bernstein 1 c firm, was 


shaken up in an auto smash-up last 


week, Car ruined but Pincus came 
out with a couple of scratches. 
Also in the car, and escaping 
ick ‘ Was 4 € istant, Benny 
Silein 
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By BOB POSEY 


Lancaster, Pa., May 17. 


‘Yes, murmured Jesse Crawford, 
‘its a strange, strange world, filled 


with a wide variety of things.’ 


These philosophical murmurings 
escaped the organist as he finished 
probably the most nove engage- 
ment of his varied career. He had 


just finished playing Lebze 


Grove, an entertainment spot not de 


signed for the organ 


Word ‘grove’ probably suggested 
something of a night spot to Craw- 
ford, whose adventures in the in- 


terior have been somewhat limited. 


Arriving by taxi, whose meter passed 


the $8 tick before it made the last 


turn in the road and s 
dusty hill, Craword found Pennsyl- 
vanians are very literal in their 
Theatre was a wood lot of 
acres and the stage a 10-foot 
high platform. Woods full 
people, dust, loose leaves and _ air. 
Air full of dust, bees, bugs and ozone. 
Bugs got in the microphones and 
buzzed an unharmonious accompani- 
ment to the organ. They also got in 
Crawford's nose, eyes and hair. Dust 
got on the keyboard of the console 
and also in Crawford’s hair. Ozone 
made him sleepy and the clear chilly 
spring air made his fingers stiff. In 
these Pennsylvania groves one and 


tarted up the 


language 
several 


of benches, 


all eat hot dogs, pitch pennies, play 
bingo or get their pictures taken 
until the entertainment starts. At the 


first sign of the show the mob dashes 
not for the benches but their automo- 
biles parked nearby. Latter are more 
comfortable than the benches and 
provides privacy for necking to the 
lulling music of the mighty organ. 
And it isn’t every day Pennsylvania 
can get Jesse Crawford to help with 
its necking. 

But most important of all the cars 
give the audience a substitute ap- 
plause, hundreds of horns, hooting 


Chiff Grey 


0’Hare’s In-and-Out 
Guest-Batoning Makes 
For Several Jam-Ups 


Chicago, 
who 


May 117. 
Husk O'Hare had booked 
several days of one-nighters through 
guest director and 
orchestra, has been 
arrangements to get out of 
these dates following his deal for a 
summer's engagement at the north- 
side Cocoanut- Grove dancerie in 
Chicago, 
Several 
Cloud, 


tions, 


the northwest as 
with his 
making 


own 


of the spots, such as St. 
have okayed the cancella- 
and it is understood that the 
Musicians Union has been in contact 
with other locals to straighten out 
other dates. 
Meanwhile the 
O’Hare and the 


local date for 
northwest situation 
has put a couple of northwest in- 
strumental groups in jam-up since 
they had previously arranged to ap- 
pear under the baton of O’Hare. 





San Antonio Cafe Fire 
San Antonio, May 17. 
Mule Barn Inn, nitery here, was 
scorched $500 worth when a fire 
broke out in the kitchen early Wed- 
nesday morning (11). 
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CORPORATION 


NEW YORK CITY 





} ers sought 
the Washington 


comes 


for the American Society 
»f Composers, Authors and Publish- 
Monday (16) to reopen 

State injunction 
asking the Federal | 


Counsel 


proceedings by 


tribunal in Tacoma tor permission | Some Musicians -Work for Him Double Also in 
to submit testimony showing that the 


amount 


litigation 
statutory 


involved in the 
to $3,000. Special 


'eourt had the week before dismissed 


counsel, 


ASCAP’s 
ing the 
monopoly law 
the explanation 
risdiction 
$3.000 was not 


plea for an order declar- 
Washington State's anti- 
unconstitutional .with 
that it held no ju-| 
over the case because 
involved. 

In the opinion of ASCAP general 
Frohlich & Schwartz, the 


| 


court’s memorandum left the money | 


question open for 
cause order 
render the 
person or by 
Buck, 
is the stipulated deponents,. 
step 
peal 


Court. 


( 


posers or 


amendment, Show 
filed Monday offers to 
testimony either in 
deposition, with Gene 
Paine and E. C. Mills | 
If this 
take an ap- 
S. Supreme 


John G. 


fails, ASCAP will 
direct to the U. 


Washington state law requires all 
yrganizations of two or more com- 
publishers to file a com- 


plete list of all their copyrights with 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


Nebraska U. Students 


howl, 


| the secretary of state. 





Rivaling Comm’ | Spots 


Lincoln, May 17. 


University of Nebraska took a 


mean cut at the indie dance biz here 
when the 
was opened with Orrin Tucker 
| $700 
ball 
whole weekend, 
Martin was spotted in the Turnpike 

| Casino the following evening. | 


Student Union building 
to a| 
Grosses at the other 
rooms took a nosedive for the 


even though Freddy:| 


gross, 


Hotels are raising the biggest 
because the last season’s col- | 
lege biz ran around $17,000 in the | 
two hostelries catering. 

Town is beginning to feel the ef- | 
fects of being over-ballrcomed as 


well as overseated (theatres). | 





Band Reviews | 





ENOCH LIGHT and ORCHESTRA | 
| 


| Hotel Taft, New York 


| 
| 
| 


| 


\it worth-while. 
|turnaway almost 
|for luncheon; 


| 
| 


| 


| 


|althouzh the Taft also enjoys a wide 


|must be effective to click 


The Hotel Taft, 
Hall’s orchestra was long a fixture, 
is a pop-priced eatery, 
mating the Chinese restaurant type 
patronage, but on a bit better plane. 
Range for table d’hotes runs 
$1 to $1.60 for 
which gives an idea that the grill 
must be huge in its capacity to make 
Business has been 
nightly, and ditto 
no sunver biz. 
that the dansapation 
with the 
type it gets, 


where George | 


It follows 


younger, dancehound 


|vozue with the tourists. 


|for the hoofology, 
‘knowing 


; to the cornfed oldsters in N. 


portant New York spot, 
' American 


| which means that his music is inspi- 


Enoch Light’s band delivers nicely 
mixing it up well, 
give out with an 
medley (in deference 
Y.ona 
forth the 
has two okay vocal- 
Hines and Dorothy 

Abel 


when to 


yidtime waltz 


soree) and when to dish 
shag music. He 
ists, George 


Howe, 


BILLY SWANSON Orch, 
La Conga, New York 


This is Billy 


(12) 
Swanson’s first im- 
smart Latin 
nitery, and he delivers 
nicely if not sensationally. Swanson 
is from Boston, a graduate attorney 
of Boston’ U, and has played around | 
New England for a couple of years | 


Or so, 


He has a nice versonality 


and that | 
surefire New England 


dance style 


|rational to the hoof. That can’t be | 
said for some _ other’ technically | 
suaver combos. With polish he’il go | 


‘more than adequaiely, 


places and, as is, Swanson delivers | 


Abel. 


approxi- | 


from | 
the sea food special. | 
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Blanche Cohen, R-O’K, | . 
n | 
i. oe st oneer MUSIC Delers 
Fractures Hip in Fall 
( in ay 14, 1938) 
Al Fresco Concert Blanche Cohen, of the Rockwell- Week ending May 14, 
O'Keefe office, last week fractured | *Love Walked In.......esseee POPrrerere rere ree Chappell 
ner hip in a fall in the hallway of | Cry, Baby, Cry.... Soeeetaee ehitonessetedssaetaas Shapiro 
the building where the firm is quar- | Please Be BIG sc isenseeesaes pean nescddas denuaes Harm3 
;at either the right or wrong time. tered. She will be out for at least Ti-Pi-Tin teeeeeecereressceeees eovcces eeecccccese ist 
M. c. grinned all over his face and ¢...+ months | *On the Sentimental Side... .cccccccccccceccccess Santly 
shouted over the din to Crawford, hind Palas siste in the booking *My Heart Is Taking Lessons..........> teeeeeees Santly 
‘Boy, you're slaying em. Give ‘em ,~ 15S “Onen a . TE EGve te Whistle... ccscccccscvseccsccssccasess Robbins 
more.’ of band one-nighters. J] tHeigh-Ho .........ecseeeee eee see eee eeeeeseeeeees Berlin 
Cliff Grey, head man of the grove, "Good Night, Angel......cccccccscscssscsvccees .. Berlin 
m. c.’s his own shows and swears *How die Tike 06 Love Me? 5. .cc ss cc ccesaceceses Famous 
th rhe eesti ag teers Oh, Ma Ma (The Butcher Boy) . Shapiro 
yre al Foor pecz 5 e t ORS ’ ’ . 
ats ‘steele Wie: ane, ainsi 1! *You Couldn't Be Cute: Chappell 
' ; ' - hecks the b ‘ffice tAt a Perfume Counter Donaldson | 
re ae wee : nr — * J} e le ¢ T ¢ c > 
and takes the acts to dinner between bedrest be poe avekiew = _ 
shows Stars like Crawford are al- Bewildered TWERREEEEEEEEPE EEE 1 I Ca 
wavs besieged for autographs but * Indicates filmusical song. t Indicates stage production song, 
they're not regarded as authentic in The others are pops. 
these parts unless countersigned by = 





Ohio's Treasurer Has Band on Side 











State Treasury Department er: 
bri 
Pe 
Columbus, May 17. | ters and Paul Ash, handles ne thi 
Ohio’s contribution’ to the ranks; t™umpet. His mate is Robert Mot- a 
- , zer, a Joseph Che avsky al us 
of musicians in public office is a : ee ich “nadie vinupene th 
Edgel Cunningham, formerly with M 
dance band leader in the state treas- |Hod Williams and ‘Dick Fidler. is Ww. 
|urer’s~ office, He’s Clarence’ H. ; on the bass viol and Harry Bowman, ‘:D 
|Knisely, whose name heads a 10-/3n old Al G. Fields’ minstrel man, "se 
yi wine*eand “ranidiy aainine at the drums. Sam Smolin, once el 
ec sw anc ‘ C ae g - " as 

gid ie ” : : , with Emerson Gill and others, plays hi: 
favor with dancers in this part of piano, and Clyde Marriott, formerly ve 
the state. | with Al Katz, guitar, lal 
Personnel of outfit includes musi-| Band plays private parties and ac 
cians who have settled down to} gances principally. Last Saturday m 
more prosaic jobs. _Most of them! sired on WLW from Chillicothe an 
work in the state treasurer's office. | Cojonia} Hall. fir 
One of the latest who has dropped eS es ae Se a tw 
swinging as a vocation and made it ye 

|}an avocation is Fritz Hummel, the W , ] F d 
Casa Loma, Ted Weems and White- | orcester $ st ee Vv 
man fiddler and slip-horn manipu- . al 
ee ; tad ; : ; th 
a I 7 eat agi as = trombone in | Worcester, May 17. pr 
the Knisely orchestra. | For the first time in the history of de 
Sax section includes Harry Ken-| WTAG, Worcester Telegram station, Pe 
|nedy, formerly with Don Bestor;|a studio orchestra fed NBC (Red) pc 
Carl Claspill, one of Phil Spitalny’s | listeners a program of popular musie¢ e\ 
men in his male band days, and | Saturday. Dol Brissette’s band, with th 
William J. Vaughn. Eldon Brown, | Wini Stone and Lloyd Dinsdale doing th 
who has played with Frankie Mas- the vocals, was heard for 30 minutes. Cc 
r st 
W 
©! 
la 
@! 
tc 
ti 
presents e: 
tk 
Dn 
A new Hit by the writer of “1i-Pi-Tin” \ rm 
e: 

. > 

My Margarita mn c 
= oo | 
By Maria Grever English Lyric by Walter Hirsch : 
b 
. ao it 
Burke and Leslie's new Hit Song . =e 


Somewhere With Somebody Else 


Lyric by Edgar Leslie Masic by Joe Burke 





A typical Donaldson rhythmic novelty 


Why'd Ya Make Me ball In Love 


By Walter Donaldson 





Jimmy Dorsey's Grand Tune 


lus The Dreamer In Me 


By Jimmy Dorsey and Jimmy Van Hoeasen 








A Great Tune with a sock lyric 


That Feeling Is Gone 
Lyric by Walter Hirsch 
Music by Emmeit (Babe) Wallace 





Who Are We To Say 
Shadows On The Moon 


By Sigmand Romberg and Gas Kaha 
rom the MOM picture “The Giel ol the Golden West” 


1629 BROADWAY @ NEW YORK 
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WEBER SLAPS 


FM. PRESIDENT 
PANS GHIGAGUAN 


Calis Him ‘Self-Advertiser’ 
and Asserts Publicity on 
Petrillo’s Hurts 
Organized Labor 

















Income 


AN EDITORIAL 


Joseph N. Weber, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians prez, has 
brought his feud with James C 
Petrillo, head of the Chicago local, to 
the members! ips attention through 
a slashing attack upon the latter in 
the May issue of the ‘International 
Musician.’ the AFM’s house organ 
Weber, in a front page editorial, 
‘Democracy in the Federation,’ 
scored Petrillo for ‘making the Fed- 
eration and locals look ridiculous by 
his self-aggrandizement and self-ad- 
vertising’ and accused the Chicago 
labor leader of exaggerating his 
achievements in behalf of Chicago 
musicians and his guiding powers as 
an officer of the AFM. It was the 
first open evidence of a break be- 
tween Weber and Petrillo in their 20 
years of association, 

Editorial explains that it was pro- 
voked by statements in a newspaper 
article which described Petrillo as 
the ‘strong man in music’ and in a 
position to take over the AFM presi- 
whenever Weber retires 
Petrillo is also described as the most 
powerful figure in the Federation. 
even more so than Weber, and as 
the ‘tail that wags the dog,’ adding 
that what he does for musicians in 
Chicago sets the standard for the in- 
strumentalists all over the country. 


dency 


Salary Angle 

Commenting on the income angle, 
Weber wrote that such boast not 
only injures the cause of organized 
labor generally but holds the Fed- 
eration up to dewision. Weber wants 
to know why Petrillo must con- 
tinually advertise this fact and who 
cares, unless Petrillo himself wants 
to emphasize that he is more fortu- 


Date than other local leaders. Weber Income Taxes...... 16.000 
refutes Petrillo’s claim that the high- PEN -iwiecave (ack5% sae 
est or best paid musicians are in Home Furnishings... 12.000 
Chicago, allowing that the latter has GRE. ho 550% 055.0% . 1,700 
done well by his membership. Best Armored Car and 

paid musicians, holds Weber, are to Personnel 25.000 
be found in the Toscanini orchestra — = 
in New York and in some Los An- ; eee ee $110.700 


a _ a 





DANSAPATION—MUSIC 





geles orchestras, ‘but such things,’ he 

adds, ‘are only relative to a lower CONSOLIDATE 
wave, as a lower wage in one town} j 

may, for practical economic. pur- 


poses, be more favorable to a mem- 
ber than a higher wage in some 
other town.’ 


Weber also takes issue on ‘the tail 


that wags the dog’ hyperbole H 

editorial lags the tatement PERKS 
rather humorou idding that ‘an 

attempt by any one to assume su 


a position, more espe ally at a con 


vention. would at best onlv give him 


the satisfaction a comedian would 

+4 T * A 
et ho f a tl attempt t Alle mal 
De ri oO We I lake as extre t 


dated Radio Artists here 
ly comical 

‘Federation and _ local officers,’ 
wrote Weber, ‘still recognize that 
they are but highly 
ervants of their organization, They 


ings, | 
responsible 
Covers 12-week 
starting June 1 


do not advertise themselves as high- 
est paid labor leaders and propa- 
ganda is not made in their behalf 
that they are ‘the whole cheese.’ 


Editorial states that Weber has del ia (Joseph Sudyv): Del Monte 
not even cons i@rea gs. nine and Hotel (F readie Ni; sie); E Pati 
that he will consent to serve tne 3allroom (Sid Hoff); Lake Mer: 
hat |} will sen t : . 

: hotel Oakland (Ne Pandchu 
Federation as long as its conventions “9 akiand IN@ iI Bondshu 


‘laremont te] 2erkel] ) 
call upon him to do so. Veering to > ees He el, Berkeley ‘Don 
’ aye); Sil ré is ] te] ‘ar] 
a reminiscent mood. Weber recalls R ye); Sir F 2069 Drake hotel (Carl 
avazza): hitcomb hotel 5 
| how he helped Petrillo to rise in the ivazza); Whitcomt oie (Bob 


labor world and how he once held ; 
Petrillo to have presidential ability land (Billy Mozet); 


‘I never dreamed, 


‘that he (Petrillo) would play upon hotel, Reno (Jack Trent); Guerene- 


the gullibility of the public at the wood Bowl. 

expense of the Federation I have =a : - 
become disillusioned and disappoint- 
ed and feel it keenly. In its pro- | Michig 
tests (against Petrillo behavior), I| ters at Ionia Reformatory. Io! 
am compelled to join the Interna-! Mich.. 
tional Executive Board and share its jn the institution’s 
resentment.’ 


orchestra. 
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PETRILLO 





Power of a Name 


San Francisco, May 17 
Herbie Caen, Chronicle radio 
editor, spent a whole night at 


Sweet’s Ballroom in Oakland 
autographing when crowd 
thought he wa troducec 
I lleade Herbie } ‘ 

He «€ ed " 
date M ‘ { t r 











Rich- 
rd Dorso, in charge of band book- 
has Capitola-by-the-Sea, sum- 
mer resort near Santa Cruz. on ex- 
clusive music contract with CRA 


summel Season 


Dorso has completed 12 exclusive 
deals in this territory, including Rie 


Saunders); Uptown Ballroom, Port 
Athens Club, 
Weber wrote Oakland (Denny Moore): Colombo 


Wayne Husted, musical director of 


igan State Prison, in new quar- 


where he will act as piani 


FRISCO EXPO DICKERS 
WITH MUSIC UNION 


San Francisco, Mav 17 

Negotiations are und?®r wav with 
the Local Musicians Union. No. 6 
and Harris Connick, director of 1939 
Exposition, to iron out regular en- 


gagements for union imusiciai at 
f 

On dickering committee are union 
president Walter Webe1 ecretar 


Eddie Love, treasurer Clarence H 
King, Clark Wilson, Elmer Slissman 
and James G. Dewey. 


Livingston Breaks Arm 

Jerry Livingston fell and frac- 
tured his left arm while climbing 
to rostrum to lead at dance held at 
Mt. St. Joe school, Philadelphia 

Band played on minus leader who 
Several 
dates were cancelled this week. 


will resume next week 


— 


THREE - NATION 
PROTEST TO 
CANADA 


( I ne Ver of € 
( ( eociety of Cs pose 
d Publ t « the mast 
| 
é ( da ce P th 
D on heac on the t wi ! 


eeks to limit the fees for perform- 


g rights. Accompanying him on 
the protests against the me; ire 
were Leslie Boosey, head of the 


British Performing Rights Society 
and Alpi-Jean Bernard, managing 
director of the French performing 
rights organization 


Trio received audiences from 
Prime Minister McKenzie King and 
the Dominion Secretary of State. 
Harold Rinfred On Monday night 


(16) they appeared before the stand- 
ng committee on banking and come 
merce of the Canadian senat« 

Delegation charged that the bill 
which had been passed by the Ca- 
nadian House of Representatives was 
in violation of the Dominian’s obli- 
gation under the Berne convention. 
Similar protests were transmitted by 
Italy and Germany. 


Dave Snell doing the score for 
Metro musical short. * 


Stars.’ 


It's in the 





James Petrillo, president of the 
Chicago Federation of Musicians, has 
received, it is estimated by his asso- 
ciates in the AFM, over $110.000 in 
annual salary, expenses and gifts 
from his local. His confreres not so 
long ago voted him $25,000 for a 
home, $12,000 for furnishings and 
$1.700 to build a garden. They also 
gave him an armored car and ar- 
ranged to pay for a retinue of per- 
sonal protectors, with the cost of the 
car and annual salaries for. the 
guard figuring around $25,000. Lo- 
cal also underwrote his income 
taxes, amounting to $16,000, 

Weber's salary is $29,000 annually 
and he gets $3,000 for expenses. 

Recapitulation of Petrillo’s cost to 
the local for last year follows: 


Os ee seeeee $26,000 
Expense Fund...... 5.000 














IT'S THE LITTLE THINGS THAT COUNT J 


New, tuneful, catchy and smart 50c 








IN MY LITTLE RED BOOK 


Tops in any good catalog 








50c 








Wwe) Tey. 


The original, authentic Cuban dance 





HAVANA'S 
CALLING ME 





75¢ 








THE SNAKE 


Larry Clinton's ace arrangement 





CHARMER 


50c 















SID LORRAINE Ger Prof Mar 
WRITE FOR NEWLY ISSUED ORCHESTRA CATALOG 


EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC CORP. 


RCA BUILDING, RADIO CITY - vert. w - NEW YORK 





SIC CORP. & 


Charkie Wirrex Prok Won 


THE LATIN QUARTER 


Lyric by AL DUBIN 


A.S.C.A.P,. 





ase \ 
* 5 es ~% 
RUDY VALLER 
ROGRIAARY LANE HUGH UERBERT 
MIEN UNKIND 
CARI AOEIN + SEA YW COOTER 
MABEL TODD YREITZ FID 


ave 
THE SOHNICKELIAITZ BAND 
Moray, o 
RAY trewur 
Gress Che, he Ha Pepa na? ree et 
Srey an laces Crit, Rett Sropes, Brown tev 
Pree 46 Sire Oy deve Hywe te s0t hammes boven 
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Music by HARRY WARREN 


A.S.C.A.P. 


Koto tS NEW YORK 
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N. Y. Fair Influx May Hypo Idea 
Of More Vaudeville Next Season 


+ 











: | suggested by the = —_— oo swing sessions conducted by CBS. 
; house in a riot as the actors playec ie ‘epart-of last week he 
rt > ‘ yu “~~ | During the forepart of las 
Not only the Warner Strand on Larry Adler Due Back all over the orchestra floor. Audi-| ya; on the Admiracion Shampoo 
madwoay h —— . ns a gee aa : aed Ld wes oie 
7 —_ a — — B ramgciwl coe After European Tour ence loved it A Ng of = ne me session aves mute awe Se 
steater NCW F A c 3 ‘ ee Others includec Niae yne, Sary Tim anc rene. Agsgregatior ic 
to turn to stage shows during the Larry Adler, harmonicaist, is re-| oy Tom Patricola. | made its bow at the Paramount with 
coming season, operators being in-| turning to the U. S. this summer | him consisted of a crack brass four- 
> ov Gs 3 ate - . ; 
clined in this direction largely be-| after several years abroad. Not yet Bert Lal ; t af some, a like number of reeds, a pian- 
7 : ice gente e ; vis neageme 7 ahr breaking in an act ¢ a a eee tess , laver and a 
rc P the icj 2 y ‘Id’s| set for any American engagemeé nts. ” eset : ist, a drummer, a Dass playe d a 
a seth anticipated N. “woe! ‘ Adler has been playing London mu- | the Jefferson, N. ¥ Had a girl, Mer-| syitarist 
Fair influx next April. WB is prac-| ‘ cam on well an | ane in the turn. but didn’t really From this combination, plus a 
- sic con ‘gay ri al » ad v Ao . ‘ 
tically set on a vaude policy for its , er hie : * number of fetching arrangements, 
Strand. but will not inaugurate it} urns Pics ps ABC, P . Berigan draws a‘jitter brew that’s 
until September, together with first Currently, hes at tne AD ie ~ ‘ +) tee ee to the minute in tang and flavor. 
run product, although possibly som : moet , J j Se te | Ror stage purposes his layout’s In 
»€ the sser pictures may be sold opened a week early to take advan-/ the groove. The items are so varied 
i i 5 & ICvl y i ri ‘ = > : 
- Music Hall or otl NITERY DANCER LEAPS tage of the new boardwalk dedica-| a; to keep the interest on the upbeat. 
- . tion. Vincent L5ipez’ band*topped., It’s straight music from start to fin- 
theatres F top-bl 
, ~h with no mitations of top-blow- 
since the ~mas holidays. WB sold FROM PLANE : a a 4} re ie ae od 
2 — Anas _ } - 4 J ) } Palace Chi dou ; ns Ol ally sinned utd ak “ + age 
four to the Hall, cne, ‘Robin Hood : : ’ rag behavior by some member of the 
being current his own act and most of the work 1n band 
Brandt Bros. have been publiciz- Omaha, May 17 the Alexander Bro which followed. Berigan blends a keen sense of 
ing, off and on, about adding vaude Ward Fritz. nitery dancer 99 | Frank Tinney was headlined. musicianship with a hard grasp of 
: questi ‘ ve setts Siege Ca ee: ; sign ~ the current trends in dansapation, 
also. It’s still a question, however. | |,...4 2.000 feet from an airplane PTR be hig cor Menge moar ree” soya 
= ilies cigs to his death in Council Bluffs Sun-| Paramount innounced - eee bright one ee Odec. 
jay evening (15). His body landed for a first quarter of the ne — a plete. 
F FT ] , er. , - | son Vas going in for specials like 
less than 30 feet from H. K. Park, F > > Ee ca. a 
() : p R (| ois 1s working in his garden ‘The Covered Wagon,’ but there were a egg BOYS (3) 
V »>w WOrkKing Ss ‘ 7 112 7 
>] ? ‘ i + ] > K | not many | th Se . ins 
Fritz took off with Alvin Knud- Lyric, Indpls. 
sen, weather pilot, apparently on a While most acts who imitate or- 
: re nr ‘i. Th > 
sightseeing trip When pilot said it Goldwyn Corp. bought the Roose- chestras use fiddles and trumpets for 
| would be okay to take along another velt Chi., for $1,700,000. Wanted a effects. Oxford Bovs achieve realistic 
| friend, Fritz said, ‘I’d just as soon| show window. |auditory impression vocally, using 
| a 2 » | | — Fe Ee rad by ¢ ‘ ; 
!g9 alone. At 2.000 feet Knudsen | - : |only guitar as playe wae yne of trio 
ee | ‘ , ‘ + |for ace pal , ‘hey are young | 
was startled to see the cafe enter-| Capitol, N. Y., drew $43,000 with a eg sein oe ae Ww kin * in one 
, ; . anc res OOKINg, OrkKing > | 
tainer on the plane’s lower wing} poor picture. Radio broadcasts Sun-| ‘ : oe a : . 
: I I t and appearing in tails. Did Mills 
| and before he could shout the youth | day nights credited with pulling the | Bros. Busse, Kyser, Royal Hawaiians, 
| had jumped. , | big biz | Heidt, Wayne King, and Clyde Mc- 
Detroit. May 17 During the past year Fritz has ap- | - seni |Coy. Especially good on trumpet | 
A te ° . . . Poe i. 
7 . peared in various nite clubs and| pouslas Fairbanks denied that he|imitations and effect of amplified | 
‘aement has been effected by | ,, ; +4 , , ie . suitar 
_Agt ‘ - ° : : theatres in a dancing act with Betty | was planning to buy up houses for | $¥!%ar. 
Fox audfilmer with unions, by) Wetenkamp. They danced recently | United Artists’ show windows. Re-|__ Finish with swing version of ‘Dark 
t *h it’s he 2d spn rj e al ’ . ’ : ’ sig Perna? err Pr mm § . » hark 
which it’s hoped spot will be able to in the Orpheum theatre's ‘big apple’! parded as an independent in those Eyes’ in vocadant e, and come back to 
continue stage shows’ throughout contests. and entertained at the for- i: iia ut \do ‘Mickey Mouse’s Birthday Party,’ | 
summer even in face of diving . ; : mye SES ESTs Ses iduring which they imitate Mickey, 
ial opening of the Field club last a a uke Gansta Cub sah etre of | 
2rosses, Opposish Michigan re-| | ap uto, Donal uck, anc 1€1s : 
veen low it wa ile whi > sneyv snagerie. Mz »f. 
cently worked out pay slashes and Miss Wetenkamp. 16. North Hish | Now it was the aut mobile which the Disney me n is rie. M ake no 7 
layoffs to keep head above water. a sa iat vt “be ‘ fc was being blamed for falling busi-| fort to work In s omedy patter, out 
Under Fox agreement. Detroit |e: said she knew no reason for| nec; in the picture houses, Pleasure | have one of number announce what's 
ee tae ee t ; t the suicide leap although she thought car *t at 10.863.389 next by reference to radio program, 
‘a of usicians agrees armit ‘ als sé ,000,000, ‘ . — le 
Fed - M ypc 0 ag nee . he was somewhat moody when he} | and then they go to work. 
offs antir rew, nus : < - — Fane . Pact ¢ as 
lay its of entire pit ¢ mi said goodbye to her Sunday evening. | ie : | Keeps the act moving fast and is 
pay, for three separate weeks from \ year ago he was employed as | Will Rogers signed to double into{relief from performers who try to 
+7 . é J << as as a > . . . a + 1 
now till September. During these usher at the Omaha theatre the N. Y. Palace from the Ziegfeld | be comedians with their imitating. 
weeks house will have bands as *" “'SF § . posits ie : | show for $3,000 for one week. Kiley. 
stage attractions and they’ll sub for, | foe es | paceman 
pit orch, in a fashion, As result, ‘A d : ? Bill | Reported that Morris Gest had|GENE RAYMOND 
daa ead — ‘’ hae : ee ; NG pet Songs, Patter 
there'll be no actual layoff or pay ccommod ations L | made a deal with Max Reinhardt to seepage a dae 
cuts taken by musicians; in contrast do ‘The Miracle’ at the N. Y. Hipp 10 Mins.; Band Setting 
to the Michigan agreement, under Introduced i in New York \: t} Ce ty — 2 “*| Paramount, N, Y. 
‘ cairn 5° 5 ee ae ent to the Century. fe Wats ' ‘ 
which four men will be laid off for alate b : Date re the I a is Gene 
entire summer, these in turn ro- a sapeniaien tin 2 ve ne — : Raymond’s first on roadway since 
| tarry Mountford ousted as sec Of | he t legit for tl films Rout 
tating with regular band members Albany, N. Y., May 17 , > 7 ee a ee ee 
5 — 8 Sige. last , euibany, NN. X., Mas * |the 4A’s. Paul Dullzell put in to) jne as carved out for him got Ray- 
ut whe _ ” mace s » 7 +? a of "nNuiA c > e arp at . . . " 
Fox also effected 15% wase = The idea of pt viding equal accom- | serve without salary, Mountford was|mond through in a. highly accept- 
from stage hands, same as at the | modations in places where public} setting $35 a week. Fight between|able manher, especially with the 
Michigan, while operators’ week y patronage is solicited and of pro-| Mountford and E quity and the latter | femmes. While he’s no great shakes 
pay was reduced about 15%, la st | hibiting discrimination against any | won. |as a crooner, Raymond carries a 
year’s scale, |} person by reason of race, color or tune easily enough. The timbre is 
Tt , Ti i | 0 “0% side i k 
, ° York State's basic law, under the) pbuilding of a picture theatre at | 2CComMpaniment == y 
June Curran S Divorce terms of an amendment introduced | Bway and 33rd his limitations and style. 
|in the Constitutional Convention by * Between vocal items Raymond had | 
: ; wae - = several of the musicians out of 
5 ee delegate Murray Gootrad of Brook Three benefits in N. Y¥. or the | 
. Louis, ay . 


lyn. 

Various bills designed to achieve 
the radio and in niteries as June’ this end—some of them specifically 
Curran, was granted a divorce here} aimed at theatres, night clubs, etc., 
last week from Edward John Erbs,!| failed of enactment at the last session 
a local tooter, |of the legislature. Two Negro as- 


Mrs. June May Erbs, who sings on 


Mrs. Erbs’ maiden name, Curran,! semblymen sponsored several such 
was restored. Mrs. Erbs charged! measures in the lower house, while 
general indignities. Couple married! white senators from Greater New 
at Waterloo, Ill., Nov. 19, 1936, and, York handied them in the upper 
separated last Feb. 17. house, 
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@ 15 YEARS AGO e 


(From Variety and Clipper) 

Bill at the Palace, N. Y., ran all the 
way from Helen Ware to Olsen and | 
Johnson. The afterpiece 





was largely 








N. V. A. fund brought in $150,000. At 
the Hippodrome and Metropolitan 
and Manhattan opera houses, 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








The Will Rogers building a tennis 
court for the nurses. 


| 


Joe (Warner Bros.) Dabrowski, | 
| Ving (Hollywood) Horn camping | 
j; here for the summer. Both ex- 
| N.V.A. ites, 


Ruth Stewart, professionally known 
as Teddy Dauer, is a newcomer at | 
the Rogers 

These four strictly in-bed inmates 
now up: 
Rose Clark and Fred Essingler. 

Mrs. Jimmy Seeley in to visit her | 
husband. 

Little Frankie (Hoofer) Newcome 
first lost his appendix, took three | 
rib ops, tonsils were yanked out and | 
now 10 molars gone. He's doing | 
okay, though, exercising downtown. 

Henry Wuensch, of Richmond, who | 
has been ozoning here since 1936, got 
|his ok to return home. He had a 
; couple of minor ops. 
| Mary Kelly had her 
taken out by Dr. Wariner 
She’s a Will Rogersite, 
nicely, 

Ned McGushion now 
occasionally. 


appendix 
Woodruff. | 
who's doing 


up from bed 





| Maurice Pearson of Long Island, 
| who N.V.A.’d it here years ago, back 
| for a summer vacation and general 


| checkup 
| Herman LeVine (Warner Bros.) 
| here for monthly ¢ at the Will 


> “2 
rogers | 


heckur p 
Josie Barrows, formerly 
|and Willie Barrows, vaude team, is a 
| newcomer at the Will Rogers. 

Ford Raymond, who saw about 15 
years of this ozoning, about ready to | 


of Josie 


pack up and try Kansas City. | 
Write to those you know in Sar- | 
anac and elsewhere who are ill, 


| both 


| stage, 
| libbed. 
Sylvia Abbott, Moe Gould, | when Singing 
F ‘Song of the Rose,’ 


jon the Continent, 





ae 


NEW ACTS 





BUNNY BERIGAN’S ORCH. 
AO Mins.; Band” Setting 
Paramount, N. Y. 

Bunny Berigan’s hot trumpet origi- 
nally came to attention through the 


(13) 


Bunny Berigan’ $s contingent join him 
and his uke in a jam session. The 
incident went big with the jitter- 
bugs in the ass embly. Odec. 


MOVITA and JOHN CARROLL 
Songs 

15 Mins. 

Strand, Providence 


Punch songs delivered nicely, but 
need more stage appearance 
and training. 
to reconcile the swashbuckling hero | 
| and the fiery heroine depicted by the 
| film with the apparently stage-struck 
duo. 

Maury Lowe, WEAN announcer, in- | 
troduced the pair, 
was their 
Acted shyly, and Movita ad 
Seemed surer of themselves 
‘Ride, Amigos, Ride,’ 
‘At Dawning’ and 
*Ti-Pi-Tin.’ 
and a few more appearances should 


correct their stage self-consciousness. | 


Malo. 





| PALOMO 
| Tango Guitarist 
Le Ruban Bleu, New York 


Palomo is a white-tied chanteur of 
| rhumba tunes. He approximates the 
tango ‘acceeieaiaie now so 
notably Tino Rossi, 
but Palomo’s emphasis is on the 
| Cuban rhythmed type. 

He punctuates his vocalizing wi ith | 


| 


' grams, 


Audience found it hard 


who explained it | 


first appearance on any | 


Numbers well received | 


popular | 


| rhytamic self-accompaniment 


2n the 
| guitar. Withal, makes 


a good ‘impres. 


sion in a very pleasant room, such 
las the Ruban Bleu. He mani- 
|fests, furthermore, the distinction 
| between what might be just a mem. 
ber of a rhumba band and being a 
| soloist. Palomo successfully carries 
off the latter in nice style. Abel. 
THREE MUSICAL STYLISTS 
Vocal and Instrumental 

Hotel Belden, Canton, O. 

Three nattily attired youths, with 
plenty of personality, former dance 
band musicians and with radio 
broadcasting experience, ha 


capable entertaining trio specializin 


a 
y 
> 
> 


in instrumental and vécat. They ai 
Brad Bennett, guitar; Ben Hoffman. 
clarinet, trumpet and piano, and 
Ken Deckow, bass. Violin? 

They use a variety of tin flutes 
and mouth organs for novelty n " 
bers, strolling among the tables, 
and for dinner music, offer semi- 
classical and musical comedy tunes, 
Currently routed in the Pick hotels, 


Mac! 


DULUTH’S 1ST NITERY 
SINCE ’33, NEW LENOX 


Duluth, 
After a period of 
which this city 


Minn 


five y 


M 1y 17 
ears, 
exist »d 


Lenox C 


Luring 
has without a 
nite club, the asino, the first 
nitery since the closing 
velt tavern in 1933, 
Raymond Barrett, with 
recruited in Chicago, 
ing dinner concerts 
broadcasting 
WEBC-NBC. 

When the Casino 
month, the daily papers 
pended publication, 
strike. By use of 
forms of advertising, 
to capacity business 


»f the Roose- 


has opened. 
an orchestra 
headlines, 
and dance pro- 
regularly over 


play- 


ypened last 
had all 
jue to a Guild 
radio and other 
the spot opened 


sUus- 


St. Louis Nitery Owner 
Robbed of $450, Watch 
St. Louis, May 17. 
William Berberich, owner-man- 
ager of the Meadowbrook Country 
|Club, a combo country club and 
nitery here, reported to the sheriff 
at Clayton, Mo., last week that 
tween $450 and $600 in cash and a 
valuable watch, mounted on a tie 
clasp, was’ taken from ‘his trousers 
pocket while he was taking a shower 
at the club, 
Club remains 
its members, but does not start its 
nitery until warm weather. Ber- 
| berich did not place a valuation on 
the missing time piece. 


CHI INN’S SUMMER LAYOFFS 


Chicago, May 17. 

| Drake Hotel to darken its Gold 
| Coast room for the summer, follow- 
/ing the current date of Jimmy Joy's 
orchestra, probably within the next 
| two weeks. 

For several years the Drake has 
| been operating its Silver Forest room 
for the summer. With this out, too, 
| there’s the possibility of going in 
with small musical ensemble for 
| dinners. 


bee 


open all year for 











“WHITEY’’ ROBERTS 


ALWAYS WORKING 


Now at Erie and Johnstown, Pa. 
Week of May 27, Lyric, Indianapolis 


P. S.—Last time at Fox Theatres, De- 
| troit, 1932, with F. & M.'s New York- 
er Idea. 








| BETTY KNOX 
(Wilson, Keppel and Betty) 
Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 
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CASS DALEY 


Concluding a Successful Engagem 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 
(This Week, May | 1th) 


ant 
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Rose Disclaims ‘Exclusive’ Booking 
By Morris Agent; Invites All. %ers 


The Bird 





Difficulty between Paul Small, 
nitery booker for William Morris 
agency, and Billy Rose, operator of 
Casa Manana, N. Y., has_ been 
straightened out. Rose has stated 
that neither Small nor anyone else 
has an exclusive on his spot and that 
bookings are wide open. Reported 
to have been stated that everything 
had to clear through Small. Open- strike, and start warbling. 
ing of new show May 22, with six It was only after after the 





Bristow, Okla., May 17. 
Cafe-owner John Felactu was 
taken to the tune of $2 by a 
man who offered to wager he 
could make Felactu’s canary 
come out of a two-year sitdown 


Laurel-Hardy Offered 
To Vaude;: Bids Sought 


Laurel end Hardy being offered 
for vaude personals by Charley Al- 
len. 

No salary figure being quoted; bids 
sought. 

Carl Sweitzer, colored child actor, 
who has been playing ‘Alfalfa’ ir 
Hal Roach two-ree] comedies, is be- 
ing offered for eastern personals by 
Allen, 


~ 





N. ¥. PAR SPOTS 





different offices represented by acts, chirper had gone into his act that 
disproves story, says Rose. Felactu learned his guest .was 

Rose stepped into the picture Jack Reed, who provides bird 
when he failed to hear from several songs for Walt Disney's eani- 
prominent agents, who he thought mated cartoons. 
would have acts for his vaude shows. 
On inquiry, he discovered that 
azents had been informed that Smail 
was boss of the situation. Not want- 
ing to split commish, with some at 
odds with Small,.agents failed to in- 
vestigate Casa possibilities so Rose 
went to the agents with his dis- 
proving statement. 

Rose says he wants all agents dig- 
ging for talent. Any other system 
would be self-defeating, he _ says, 











DROPS VAUDE; 
CLEVE. ALSO 


since there is so little around to get. 
With impression dissipated, Rose 
has lined up a new show for his eaaaeen 


May 22 opening. Six booking offices Boston, May 17. 


sharing. Set are Frank Fay, Bert] *RKO theatres here are on the 
Wheeler, Irene Bordoni, Hal Le Roy,]} brink. of a policy and personnel 
Vincent Lopez and Louis Prima] shakeup. Vaude will be yanked out 
bands, Henny Youngman, Aunt|of the RKO Boston tomorrow (18) 
Jemima and. pingpongers Ruth | with the current N.T.G. show. Keith 
Aarons and Sandor Glancz. Under Memorial drops fiesh May 25 at the 
separate billing. of ‘Famous First| eompletion of the Benny Goodman 
Nights,’ Fritzi Scheff, Eddie Leon-| week, and will revert to first choice 


ard, Blanche Ring and Charles King 
also will appear. 

Rose-Small tiff is said to have 
stemmed from misunderstanding 
over the Howard Bros. James Bar- 
ton may go into a later show. 

Rose states on around Sept. 1 he 
will open a nitery in N. Y. fashioned | 
after his former Pioneer Palace at 
Ft. Worth Expo last year. Girley 
show with acts will comprise enter- 
tainment. Location on West 42d 
street, between B’way and 6th ave- | 
nue, and another at 43rd street and 
B'way being eyed, with decision due | 
shortly on choice. | 

| 
| 


dual pictures at 55c. top. After two 
weeks of the films, beginning May 
19, the Bosion will adopt the subse- 
quent dual runs at 25c. top, 
which the Bijou has been running. 
Bills will changed twice weekly. 

RKO relinquishes lease on the 
Bijou and the Normandie ballroom 
and restaurant June 30, when they 
will be taken over by F. H. Liber- 
man, theatre operator.. Bijou goes 
dark May 25. Keith has held lease 
on this property since 1891, 





Cleve.’s Slim Vaude. 
Cleveland, May 17. 
flesh acis 
P Palace Friday (20), afier Olsen and 
PAR S NEWMAN K C | Johnson's p.a., will leave Cleveland 
? : ? | practically vaudeless until 
OCCASIONAL VAUDE: Day, with the exception of four 
| stage weeks on which house is com- 
—_——— | mitted. Benny Goodman’s orchestra, 
Having taken the Newman, Kansas | for July 30, is one of the four at- 
City, back from a pooling arrange- | tractions which Palace must pay or 
ment under. which RKO operated.the | play. 


Dropping of 


theatre, Paramount is installing a| Started next week by Nat Holt, divi- 
policy of occasional stage presenta- | SiON manager, with Vivacious Lady’ | 
tions starting Fridey (20), when the | (RKO) ae a . 

Clyde McCoy orchestra, plus three | Official split between house and 
act. go into the house. Stepin | Maurice Spitalny, who took leave of 


absence to become music director 
of KDKA, Pittsburgh, made Bert 
Unger new conductor of pit orches- 
tra last week. Eddie Sanson, who 
pinch-hit for Spitalny for 
joining Mickey Katz's 
on Steamer Goodiime. 
Fox, St. Louis, Looks to Fold 
St. Louis. May 17. 
With two weeks notice to the per- 


Fetchit and a colored show is set for 
tle weel: of June 3. 

* The policy will be to send in shows 
as they are avzailable rather than 
every week.’ Shows will be booked 
through Harry Kalchiem of the Par 
h.o. 


dance band 


Leon Netter, h.o. theatre exec, was 
in Kansas City recently on policy 
and local operating problems affect- 
ing the Newman there. Company! sonnel of Fanchon & Marco’s 
has only this one house in the key. | seater, the Fox, there is a strong 
ee likelihood that this house, largest in 
town, will be shuiiered for the sum- 
Lewis Planes to Mother’s | mer season starting Thursday (9). 

° | Harry Arthur says a faulty cooling 
Services; Back to Texas system is the reason the house would 
Houston, May 17. close unless effective repairs can be 

Ted Lewis. presenting his ‘Rhythm made before then. He explained 
Rhapsody Revue’ at the Metropoli- that repairs to the cooling apparatus, 
tan, chartered a plane to fly to Co- made two years ago when the house 
lumbus. O.. after the last show Mon-| W2@S Under the control of court re- 


aur “Cc © } ~ 
day night (16) to attend the funeral | Ceivers, had not held up. 
ty Discussing the continuance of stage 





of his mother, Mrs. Bee Freedman, , hict pt 
° . 3: me | re ’ . “Ee Sic ew > ¢ ‘ a May ” 
who died in Circleville, O., on Satur- | S2OWS Wien eee eer ane? | _ Los Angeles, May 17. 
day, the sagen? SC\ og! ory nal = A | Vaudeville troupes, sponsored by 
, fa city-wide po jaa disclose la > Joc; ‘eder; atre Projec 
Lewis returns to Houston’ by a —— anes the local Federal Theatre Project, 
ni the natives wanted name bands in’ wi} take to the road next fall. cov- 
Plane tonight (Tuesday), in time for |. : fi] featur Arthur : oe 7 ee oe 
. / | addition to one film feature, Arthur | gying the Pacific Coast from the 
his first show Wednesday. pe - Hs , hand 5 tts Oa: vl ‘ 
. ; said that unless outstanding band Mexican to the Canadian borders 
-- -—- — | 4 . « ‘ « “7 je , 4 
junits could be booked during June, end teaching as far inland és Afi 
é ee ing a: i ana as ° 


Los Angeles, May 17. 
orchestra moves into 
Topsy’s in nearly Southgate, for a| See —_ 
minimum of four weeks at $5,506 | 

weekly, said to be a new high for a 


Carlena Diamond Suit 
dance band in that spot. 


July and August, such a policy would 
be dropped. 


Ted Lewis’ 





Contract allows for an extension. On Broken Harp Settled 
a Carlena Diamond's suit against the 
| Keith Ohio Corp., in New York, was 
: ’ ; | settled Monday (16) out of 

Hub Nitery ° Uplift" | Attorney for plaintiff, Bob Broder, 
Boton, May iv. | would not disclose settlement figure 

Westminster Hotel management in $1,000 action, started April 5. 
moving its entertainment from the| Miss Diamond had sued for dam- 
cellar Blue Room to its Roof Gar-| ages to her harp, which was knocked 
den, tentatively set for May 27. |from her hand and wrecked at the 
Dick Stuiz’s orchestra climbs with| Palace theatre, Cleveland, Jan. 14, | 
the change. Spot will have a WHDH by a stagehand. She had been play- | 
wire, Present plans will feature) ing the theatre with Phil Spitalny’s | 
Stutz’s band. | band. 


HUB’S RKO DUO 2: 


under | 


by RKO}! 


Labor | 


Straight piciure policy being | 


a while | 


5.000 | 


court. | 


~ SOME LESSER 
BANDS 


| In order to avoid repeats that are | 
New | 


the Paramount, 
York, is lining up some lesser known 
bands and: presently is setting at- 
tractions far in advance partly as a 
protection for the theatre. Already 
several bands are set for after La- 
bor Day, while others are in negotia- 
tion for fall or early winter engage- 
ments. Eddy Duchin, slated at first 
for Labor Day week, probably will 





| have to be set back due to commit- 
|ments he has in Saratoga for the 
|season. After this holiday, among 
attractions set. are Phil Spitalny, 


cording group never before in thea- 
tres) and Glen Gray. The. Clinton 
| orchestra will play the Glen Island 
casino during the summer. 


Jimmy Dorsey is also booked but 
| probably comes in sometime in July, 
|the same month Frances Langford 
plays the house. Miss Langford was 
;on a personal at the Par during the 
| past winter. 
| Negotiations, not yet closed, in- 
;clude with Gene Krupa and Red 
Norvo—Mildred Bailey. 


‘ROSE BEAUMONT DIES: 
| WITH WEBER-FIELDS 


Rose Beaumont Phillips died May 
|11 of uremic poisoning in Miami, 
| where she had spent the winter with 
her sister. She was about 64. An- 
other generation first knew the Beau- 
mont Sisters in bumMesque, but their 
most notable Broadway appearance 
was with Weber and Fields. The 
sisters, who w2re inseparable, played 
many seasons in vaudeville, first as 
a team and later with Billy B. Van, 
to whom the deceased had been for- 
|merly wed, They emerged from re- 
tirement years ago to appear in a 
| Treasurers Club benefit, at the be- 
hest of the deceased's only son, 
Charles Gray, manager of the Mans- 
field, a Broadway legit house. 


Mills, Lake Senape, N. H., where the 
burial was held Monday (16). Gray 
and his wife had gone to Florida to 
bring the sisters north but only when 
he arrived did he learn his mother 
was ill. After divorcing Van, Miss 
Beaumont wed into the wealthy 
Phillips family of Massachusetts, her 
third husband whe died a few years 


ago. 








Larry Clinton band (RCA-Victor re- | 


Miss Eeaumont resides at George’s | 


Means a Loss of 


Charged Off to N. 


Sounds Efficient 


After breaking violins for 10 





years and having them swept 
away, Milt Britton had to play 
for preview of New York 
World’s Fair, May 8, to have 
pieces returned. 

Super-serious Fair officials 


had redeemable pieces retrieved 
and carefully wrapped and then 
mailed to Harry Moss of Music 
Corp. of America this week 











INTERCHANGING 
AFRA-AFA 
AWARD 





San 
| American 


Francisco, May 17. 


Federation of Radio 


| Artists and American Federation of 
Actors have concluded interchanging 
| agreement, whereby members of one 
union, appearing in a show where 
| the other has jurisdiction, must pay 
half the 
monthly dues of latter organization. 
| AFRA initiation fee is $25, AFA, $5. 
| Both have $1 monthly dues. 


Deal was brought to a head by re- 


initiation fee and half the 


cent Oakland Post-Enquirer promo- 


tional home advertising exposition. 
Vic Connors, AFRA organizer, 
| agreed verbally before show that 10 
AFRA artists appearing at expo 
would be exempt from enforced 
AFA membership. 

Upon eastern pressure, AFA ad- 
visory board, through George Eck- 
| stein and Charles Renard, disallowed 
| Smith’s pledge. AFA demanded ar- 
| tists’ checks.be sent to its office; 
| AFRA threatened Labor Commission 
| proceedings to collect. Paper com- 
| promised by mailing check to indi- 
| vidual artists, all of whom had to 
| pony up to AFA under threat of sus- 
| pension by Associated Actors and 
| Artistes of America. 





‘Mind Reader Held In 


Detroit, May 17. 

Police are holding ‘Prince Carran,’ 
;a mind reader, as a suspect in the 
| theft of $182 from the Roseville nabe. 

Mind reader, in real life William 
Barlow, was seized on complaint of 
| Manager Bruce Harsen. Police said 
Barlow was appearing at the theatre 
when the money was siolen. 


} 


FIP Will Route Vaude Troupes 





(zona and Nevada 

Agents have been sent out to in- 
ispect all available spot: 
one-night stands, in an 
widen the FTP 
which has hithert« 
schools, hospitals, 
veterans homes in 


including 
effort to 
field, 
nfined to 
camps 


vicinity. 


vaudeville 
been ¢ 
CAA; 


tnis 


and 


Vaudeville and marioneties are 
proving the most popular Federal 
amusement activities, far more so 
than the serious plays in the four! 
FTP legit theatres. These houses, 
operating at’a loss, will continue 


through the summer in addition to 
the outdoor Greek theatre in Griffith | 
Park, to be opened next month. 

First troupe to venture on the 
road next fall will be the Myra} 


Along West Coast; Vets on Roster 


, Kinch modern dance 
wood Premiere, a_ travesty on 
the motion picture industry. If the 
dancers draw reasonably well they 
will be followed by vaudeville acts 
and marioneites 


Eugene Stone and Jack Robinson, 


in charge of the vaudeville project 
have on their roster several former 
names. Among them are Truly 


Shattuck, George Brindamour 


z 


George Moran, Dane Claudius, Fred | 
Miller, Chief Eagle Feather, Anna} 
Chandler, Willa Hoyt Wakefield, 


Zichard (Limberlegs) Edwards, | 
Alice Hamilton, Davy Jamieson and 
Bros 

which played to 250.- 
schoo] children, 
year, went into-the Musart theatre 
recently for their most ambitious 
production to date. Under the 
pervision of Ralph Chesse, they’re 
adopting’ Eugene O'Neill's 
Jones.’ 


the Hickman 
Marionettes, 
000, mostly 


jast 


150 Gas at Garden eit 





Al Smith, local AFA secretary, and | 


$182 Theatre Theft 


unit in ‘Holly- | 


VARIETY 


$4-5,000, but It’s 
Y. Fund's Ballyhoo 


» —— 


Greater New York Fund's ‘com- 
munity rally’ last Wednesday (11) at 
|Madison Square Garden grossed 
'$13.500. With a nut of about $15,000 
}and allowing for Theatre Authority’s 


| 15% cut of nearly $2,000, the loss on 
ithe affair comes to between $4,000 tc 
| $5,000 This will be written off as 
|}promotion for the $10,000.000 cam- 
|paign for the city’s budget deficient 


charities. Contended that 
of the affair wa: money 
but to stimulate metropolitan 
| citement. 

Expectations are that the 
of the evening will impress thcse 
present, many of whom were em- 
ployees selected to represent firms. 
Their fellow-workers will be asked 
to contribute a day’s pay to the fund. 
This explains the roundabout type of 
pump-priming promotion used by 
the John Price Jones Corp., profes- 


intention 
make 


not to 


exX- 


Ve 
fiamour 


sional fund raising outfit, as the 
sponsors deliberately set out willing 
to lose money on the affair. Which 


also explains the low price of tickets 
at $1 and 50c except for the hoxea 
which were $5. ‘ 
Interspersed with the entertain- 
ment were frequent references ta 
the non-partisan nature of the cam- 
paign which is uniting all creeds in 
a joint drive. Sneeches were made 
by James G. Blaine, Winthrop Rocke. 
feller, and Thomas F. Dewey. 
Performance was unusually well 
organized for an affair of this kind. 
Almost every act had appeared for a 
rehearsal beforehand. This was 
|made necessary by the extensive 
radio coverage. Stated to be the 
first time that stations staggered the 





broadcasts, which were shared by 
WABC, WJZ, WHN, WOR and 
| WQXR. Event was also marked by 
the first public appearance in 14 


years of David Warfield. 

Among those who appeared were 
| Arthur Murray’s La Conga Dancers, 
the Lambs Chorus, Jack Pear], James 
| Melton, Duke Ellington, Pezleg Bates, 
| Nicholas Bros., Ben Bernie, the De 
| Marcos, Grace Moore, James Cage 
ney, Veloz and Yolanda, Kate Smith, 
Richard Arlen, Victor Moore, E:hel 
Merman, the Rockettes, Jan Peerce, 


Bert Lytell, Frank Craven, Fred 
| Waring, Tommy Dorsey, Wallace 
|Ford, Ray Bolger, Gertrude Lawe- 


|} rence, Ed Wynn, George M. Cohan, 
Frazier Hunt and the Post Office 
Band led by Clifford Ridgely. 
William Gaxton, m.c., was largely 
responsible for the smooth running 
of the show and garnering the acis. 
Program credits include Bruno 
Maine of the Radio City Music Hall 
staff for his aid in designing te 
stage, Eugene Braun, lighting effecis, 
R. H. Burnside, who arranged the 
finale, and Richard Baravalle, con- 
ductor of the pit orchestra. Oihers 
who conducted were Al Goodman, 
| Pancho and Jules Silver. 





-HORGAN, HOTEL AIDE, 
_ BANKRUPT FOR $27,471 


John L. Horgan, managing diree- 
tor of the Hotel Victoria, N. Y., last 
; week filed a voluntary bankruptcy 
petition in New York in which he 
lists total debts at $27,471: no 
sets. Creditors include Col. E. R. 
Eradley, the turfman, to whom he 
;owes $3,700 of a $5,000 promissory 


ase 


| note, 

Ben Block, of the Ritz-Carlton 
Hotel, N. Y., two notes for $2,500; 
a $2,000 Cincinnati judgment by 
Benjamin Block & Co., brokers, in 
connection with a stock transaction 
in 1929, and a $16.000 balance to 


the Central Trust Co.,, 
notes for $35,000. 

Horgan was formerly a Cincy and 
Detroit hotel man before to 
York. He is well 


traveling 


Cincinnati, on 


4 
tWO 


coming 
New known to 
pre fessionals 


° ° 
Dayton’s Vaude Circuit 
Dayton, May 17. 
Harlem Hit Pae 
rade, current, winds up the Colonial 
stage show season Thursday, to be 
followed by a picture policy, opening 
with Loretta Young in ‘Four Men and 
a Prayer.’ 

Out last summer, stage shows were 
resumed at the RKO house in Aue 


Stepin Fetchil’ 


‘Emperor | gust, taken off in mid-September and 
j reinstated New Year's eve. 
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dressed members of the Professional | 
Entertainers of New York (Peonys) 
on Sunday (15), explaining partly 
measure of preferential booking and 
EMA aims on state laws, agent ques- 
tion, racket benefit outlawing, etc. 
He will address members of the Na- 
tional Variety Artists tomorrow (19) 
at their club rooms. 





JUST 
CONCLUDED 
10 WEEKS 


NEW GRAND 
TERRACE 
CHICAGO 


ANDY 
nui 


and his 
“Clouds of Joy’ | 














































nowW onTouR 


OPENING MAY 26 


NEW SAVOY 
BALLROOM 
CHICAGO 


4 WEEKS 











EXCLUSIVE DECCA 
RECORDING ARTISTS | 
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inc. 


R.K.O BLDG., RADIO CITY 
CIRCLE 7-0862 * NEW YORK 








La Guardia Helps Manager Group —[_Nitery Reviews 


Battle Cuffo Shows; Warns Aides 


| but it was not meant to damage per- 


| tomorrow (Thursday). Latter meets 


| figure on graded 
! on classification. 


BOWES UNIT JOINS AFA — 











MAYFAIR FARMS | 


(PENNSAUKEN, N. J.) 


Camden, N. J., May 190. 





f _ Manny LaPorta’s orch, Mickeu 
r . M ° Alpert, James Kelly, Beatsey Don- 
New York Entertainment Man- | Renard Signs Hy tons ner, Kathryn Rand, Vivian Francis, 
agers Association has secured the aid | Bob Flinch’s Marionettes, Gale Sex- 
¢ i ini : sn | fret ) tita Coughlin. 
of the municipal administration in Bost aay 17 tet & Rite sad eaten 
P ‘ ~ 2 7 | oston, Na‘ ie 
ts fig gainst benefit chiseling. SE ere wa . din 
its fight against e S g The Hylton Sisters (Kate, Margo, on New nitery, located on i. 2. Boake 
Mayor La Guardia has issued orders eae ee a arblers. have | 22: outside ot Camaen, is operate \ 
Evelyn), harmony warblers, have y= ey Alpert, who also m.c.’s and 
° _ a 7.1 ’ . mon 4 . ’ = . 
to all city departments to discontinue | been penciled by Jacques Renard Mario Villani, ex-manager of Phila- 
practice of seeking cuffo shows. for two weeks with options. Or- | delphia spots , 
- s -urrently ‘e , ; r be S$! 
EMA’s attempt at organizing club chestra leader and trio curreé ntly at Place, whit h is only ib put x 
j | f f tial 1 k the Cocoanut Grove here. Spot has miles from os - 4 hens 
te workers or preterential DOOK- : é . ; as ‘itv. tr: » Sundavs when 
- agen i 4 tive basi between | ‘ ylonial (WAAB) Network ae : pgs boozing 
i on *O-( *ratl > SIS DeELYV ; r > ive saws Te GALE. 
rt ge lt a gpe 7 Sisters have worked in Warner aiue av ' ™ 
legit bookers and standard acts still : Show led by Alpert is his usua 
unsettled Acts and managers are Bros. short subjects coming 1°0M informal manner. Sticks to straight 
ting reports of committees on WNEW Dance Parade introing, ducking gags, which is all 
We 4 “ept S mi S “4 : 
fhe al il t ye d legality of ich a — : s<niaeceiciaieacre to the better. Flash diversion in- 
enteaigee De Id : i d ; (17) cludes one unusual and swell act, 
move. Meeting held yester« ay ' plus half a dozen other more or less 
te iS a standards. Well chosen and melded 
with committee, which has been for strong hour of entertainment. 
dealing with attorneys on matter. Copping major portion of hand- 
Draft for method of operation patter is Gale Sextet. new to this 
scheduled to be submitted to actors section. It’s three ballroom ance 
‘or final clearance duos, each good in itself. All suave, 
” aorss o sal 2 “ez of EMA. ad- although not ultra as lookers, and 
Howard neeler, prez of EMA, ac doing powertal sevtinns. Ge ewe 


turns, both socko. Particularly good 
is finis of second, in which gals are 


American Federation of Actors re- tosed through the air, man to man. 
lieved two of its headaches this Lifting curtain is Vivian Francis, 
= frank Buck, and | t@pver. Gal’s only so-so on S.a., 
week, Dispute on Fran making turn very orthodox. Fol- 
others of Ringling Bros.-Barnum & jowWeq° by chirper, Rita Coughlin, 
Bailey circus, in Brooklyn, Was) who exhibs throaty pipes to own 
salved, plus the recalcitrant 1c@-| piano accompaniment. Also nothing 
skating ballet, at the International out of the ordinary. Bob Flinch’s 
Casino, N. Y., last night (17). During Marionettes clever. Do_ Stepin 
week. also managed to hold council | Fetchit and Sonia Henie, then 
elections, Ralph Whitehead, Charles Skeleton in the Closet’ from Bing 
* 4 . Crosby picture, Pennies From 
S. Mosconi, John Tiebor, Jessie No- YWeaven’ (Par). Finale. with tap 
ble, Peter J. Byrnem, Joseph J.| dance by Esky. guv on the cover 
Brady, William Donahue and Con of Esquire mag. Okay, but in-as- 
Colleano elected. much as it’s on the floor, it’s only 
After two weeks of fishing, AFA entirely \ + ihle to rinoesiders. 
finally signed entire ballet at the|_ James Kelly, youthful nephew of 
re ~ ; : Villani, warbles nice and deep. Then, 
1.C. ; Already had agreement ON | Reatsey Donner. husky-voiced piper. 
principals in spot during run Of | Remme’s excellent’ in her ‘You've 


regular shows. Chorus at the Cotton 
Club, N. Y., also signed this week. 
Performers at latter were already 
in AFA. 

On Saturday (14) night, a strike 
was again called on Ringling show 


Got the Wrong Rhumba.’ but should 
be more careful with other cleffings. 
Her smart cracks to Alpert on her 
entrance are out of character and 
poor showmanship. Would do bet- 
ter to stick to straight warbling. 
Show finales with bit by Alnert 
and Kathryn Rand, terper. Herb. 


BABETTE’S 


(ATLANTIC CITY) 


formance. After conferences be- 
tween Ralph Whitehead and John 
North, matter was settled and entire 
circus was AFA. Pact also brought 
in Frank Buck, who had refused to 
join at first. Only decamping held up. 


Atlantic City, May 15. 
Paul South & Ted Lane, Grace & 


ao ivati 7 ala i | 
On organization | of talent in Evelyn Honey, Fayne & Foster, 
hotels, AFA has a date to meet reps | Figine jordan, Paul Florenz Girls 
| of the Hotel Assn. of New York 


(8), Babette, Eric Correa’s Orch. 
Babette’s is a large spot, tastefully 
decorated, and one of the few in 
town offering meals with a show. 
Show has no names, but is pienty 
entertaining for this type of hotch- 
ery. Set at medium-priced nut, it 
includes couple of good novelty acts 
as well as swell line (8). Pretties, 
trained by Paul Florenz, do two pro- 


today (Wednesday). AFA wants a 
minimum of $50 for class A spots, 
scale, depending 





IN FRISCO; DODGING HIT iis ‘\isn suring tie ecenin, Ai 


are strong, but most powerful is 
‘Snow White and Seven Dwarfs.’ 
Femmes appear in Disney costume, 
followed by another gal, as Snow 
White, in a ballet. Line girls tall 
and lookers. 

In second spot are Grace and! 
Evelyn Honey in a mediocre modern 
dance. Elaine Jordan, blonde, good 
in slow songs, but rough on speedy 
stuff. Would also do well to make 
more use of the mike. 


San Francisco, May 17. 

Before opening at the Golden Gate 
theatre last week, the Major Bowes 
; unit had to join the American Fed- | 
-eration of Actors. Bowes road unit | 
had been able to dodge affiliations | 
until they hit this strong union town, 
AFA has had considerable trouble 
with acts playing the Golden Gate, 


, ; Strong novelty by Fayne = and 
, _ te ping enr ‘ : ’ vise w. : big 

with reports being spread that it Foster, guy and nifty-looking femme. 
was not necessary for performers to) who play tunes with glasses and 
belong to the AFA. Negotiations bells. Femme also pushes an ac- 
recently with Bert Levy Agency re- cordion and plays a set of Swiss 
sulted in contract clause identifying Dells with her feet. Finish with 


tunes on handbells, played by Fos- 
ter, while gal continues’ on 
|cordion. Do pop tunes, with patrons 
invited to sing along. 

Paul 
|ing at Tom Thumb piano, offer many 
deep blue versions of current songs, 
as well as plenty of others. Also 
fill in orchestra lulls by shifting 
their piano around among the tables 
and chirping sotto voice. Good for 
plenty ot giggles and encore. 

Babette, attractive matron, 


performers as members of AFA, 


Bela Danwill Spiils; 
Suffers Cracked Ribs 


St. Louis, May 17. 
Faulty timing in the performance 





makes 


of a side-slip somersault from an-) distinctive m.c. and hostess. Herb. 
other tumbler’s shoulders at the Se 

| Police Circus at the Coliseum last VERSAILLES N Y 

week resulted in a fall and several , ” ¥ 
broken ribs for Bela Danwill, 29, of 


Maximilian Bergere’s orch, Gus 


the Six Danwills tr 
Six Danwills troupe. Martel’s orch, Hildegarde. 


Bela was attempting to jump from 
the shoulders of his cousin, Eugene 
Danwill, after his brother, Dandi 
Danwill, had successfully completed 
his leap as the highest man in the 
three-high pyramid. He fell his 
back on the wood floor. 


Despite the downbeat in some 
spots, the Club Versailles continues 
clicking, changing its attractions 
periodically and picking them judi- 
ciously. Hildegarde, American 
chanteuse, who has become a Lon- 
don and Paris fave, is the new sat- 
ellite, doing her ditties in a fetching 
manner to self-piano accomp. Dan- 


on 


MASS. NITERY REOPENS 


ee sapation remains strong, as hereto- 

Salisbury, Mass., May 17. | fore, with Maximilian Bergere and 

The Frolics, surf presentation; Gus Martel’s bands alternating, lat- 
‘spot here, opens its second season ter for rhumba-tango. 


| Hildegarde is a more than casually 
inice looking, mixing up her lan- 
|guages and pop styles, 


| May 27. 

| Jacy Collier, Boston nitery booker 
for ; she. George A. Hamid agency, ‘songs like ‘Joseph! Joseph!’ aren't 
again spotting shows, with Lee/exactly to her metier. ‘Je Vous 
‘Steele producing. | Aime Ceaucoup,” which she created, 


VAUDE-NITE CLUBS 


ac- | 


South and Ted Lane, work- | 


although | 
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Moss Opens Drive 


— 


on Broadway 


To Eliminate Unlicensed Bookers 





‘Babes’ Go Flash Act 


New flash act has been formed for 
vaude, Ross, Palmer and Stanton. 

Performers, who were all singles 
in the musical, ‘Babes in Arms,’ are 
Roy Ross, Stanton Bier and Audrey 
Palmer. Act’s breaking in currently | 
at the split-week State, Baltimore in- 


die spot. 


DET. CURFEW SOLUTION 
SEEN IN HOUSE OPTION 


Detroit, May 17. 

New regulations for local nite 
spots, touched off by police commis- 
sioner Pickert’s recent suggestion for 
a 4:30 a. m. curfew to 
speaks, is gaining momentum here. 
After hearing a petition from nitery 
association, liquor commissioner Hal 


G. Knight proposed that a better 
plan might be to limit the hours a 
spot might operate daily, but leave 
those hours optional 


Meantime, federal and state police 
started a roundup of blind pigs after 
discovering that of the places 
had been issued federal alcohol tax 
stamps there were 564 more of these 





than those that had taken state li- 
censes. 
has now gotten around and is a 


good signature. 

To better project her personality 
to the rear-seated customers it 
would be best to elevate the piano 
on a movable platform. Abel, 


VOGUE ROOM 
(HOLLENDEN HOTEL, 
(CLEVELAND) 


Cleveland, May 15. 


Jay Jason, Two Eileens, Ben Yost’s 
Varsity Kight, Sammy Watkins’ orch. 





Since Statler’s Terrace Room is 
going into revueless policy for sum- 
mer, the Hollenden is the only hotel 
here that’s holding up the flesh end 
and making it pay, 

New lineup is galvanized by Jay 
Jason’s fast ad-libbing and gusty 
mimicry. M.c.’s usually cold-shoul- 
dered around here but this lad sells 
with the right flippancy. Takeoffs on 
Hitler, Mussolini and Vallee are 
punchiest, even if not so new. 

Ben Yost’s Varsity Eight 
walkaway, with male chorus 
ing out 
to give ‘em a load of lusty vocal 
harmonizing. Amplifier tuned up too 
high doesn’t do act justice: voices 
sometimes seem too loud in the small 
room. Singers put across some 
solid college themes which register 
better than their more familiar op- 
eretta hits. 

Two Eileens are young eyefuls, 
with swell pins and some okay tap 
routines. Sammy Watkins’s orches- 
tra adds two numbers that are 
neatly arranged for vocalizers. If 
trade continues to hold up. band 
will probably stay through until hot 
weather, Pullen, 


does a 
tlash- 


Stooges on Tour 
Los Angeles, May 17. 

Howard, Fine and Howard, the 
Three Stooges, start east this week 
for a 10-week personal appearance 
tour, opening in Philadelphia May 
ai. 

Trio will return to Hollywood after 
the tour to start a new series of 
| eight shorts for Columbia. 


‘+> 


combat | 


that | 


| the 


in yellow capes and tights} 


Paul Moss 
started his drive on Broadway's un- 
Monday (16) 


three 


License Commissioner 
licensed agents with 


assignment of inspectors to 


the midtown section. 
Certain of the agent clique were 


prepared to go over his head to 
Mayor La Guardia in event the 
stall continued this week Now 
deemed unnecessary and groups will 
work with him, it’s said 

Equity Agents meet tonight 
(Wednesday) to draw final plan for 
altering their’ present franchise, 
Will be presented to Actors Equity 
later in week. Group has stated 


that at present they seek no organi- 
zation but only rearrangement of 
their Equity ticket. 

Vaudeville and nitery agents meet 
again next Tuesday (24) in another 
attempt to line up percenters. They 
state they don’t need to organize the 
big agents, who have ignored them 
to date. The smallies the 
who need protection to keep up price 
standards, they maintain. 


are Ones 


NVA AUTOCRACY VOTE 
WON BY PREZ HANDIN 


Part of National 


Variety Artists’ 


| inner battles cleared away this week 


in New York when Prez Louis 
Handin won vote of members 
against new amendment curtailing 


his committee-naming power. Other, 
NVA’s $250,000 libel 


against the American Federation of 


action 


Actors, is still pending. 
attended bal- 
Following vote, group gave 


About 250 members 
loting. 


Handin a unanimous vote of confi- 
dence. Latter dropped several com- 
mitteemen and named fillers. Pos- 
sible that new fight due next Feb- 
ruary when Henry Chesterfield will 
be proposed for presidency to buck 


Handin 


Jack Blue Owes $2,400 
In Alimony, Wife Says 


Jack Blue, who taught the rudi- 
ments of stage dancing to many 
members of the show craft, was 


found in contempt of court by Su- 
preme Court Justice Thomas J. Cuff 
in Jamaica, N. Y., for failing to pay 
alimony of $50 weekly to his wife, 
Gilda Aida Blue, Rockville Centre, 
L. IL, dancing teacher, pending her 
separation trial against him. 

Blue was directed to pay $50 
weekly last May by Justice Charles 
C. Lockwood, but now $2,400 in 
arrears, according to his wife. Blue, 
through his’ attorney, Benjamin 
Oberst, contended that the $50 was 
meant for the support of their three 
children, but that he had taken the 
children to his home at Edgewater, 
N. J., where he was caring for them. 

Mrs. Blue is suing for separation 
|on the grounds that her husband was 
‘cruel, temperamental, and objected 
,to his wife and children interfering 


| with his art.’ 


1S 
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Kast. Rep.—SIMON AGENCY 


RAY and GERALDINE 


(Original Hudson Wonders) 


OPENING MAY 25 
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UNTIL OCT. 15th 


West. Rep.—PEKINS-JACOULS 











“THE KING AND 


Concluding Seeond 


' 
| 





NICHOLS and ROBERTS 


Return Enga 


PARAMOUNT. NEW YORK (This Week. May IIth) 
MAY 20th, NEWMAN THEATRE, KANSAS CITY 
Dir.—AL. 


QUEEN OF SHAG” 


Gagement 


WILSON 























Wednesday, May 18, 1938 


= 





VARIETY HOUSE 


REVIEW 








MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Mario & Florio, Rosario Orellana, | 
Jan Peerce, Inez Lauritane, Theodore | 
Webb, Ballet, Glee Club, Rockettes, | 
Richard Leibert, M. H. Symphony, | 
with Erno Rapee, conductor; ‘Robin 
Hood’ (WB), reviewed in Variety, 
April 27. 





Current Music Hall show, as usual, 
is sight and flash, without humor. 
Colorful and handsome backgrounds. 

Mario and Florio, ballroom dance 
team, are exhilarating, providing a 
tasty climactic amusement tidbit. 
Jan Peerce, with a fine tenor, sings 
‘A Serenade in the Stars’ admirably 
but the song seems too simple for 
him. Peerce precedes the dance 
team, and is also in the finale, a 
glittering Shubert caravan. A hori- 
zontal chandelier, from vaude’s 
archives, spreads over the stage and 
lighted stars drop from above, with 
the Glee Club, in full dress, in the 
fadeout. 

Not a very stirring finale, but the 
Rockettes carry the burden in a 
next-to-closing sequence. Under the 
‘Mercury’ title. with a flying femme 
background, the Rockettes, under 
Russell Markert, producer of the cur- | 
rent show, go through a frisky pre- | 
cision arm and leg movement. They 
are in colorful Robin Hood ouifits. 
It segues into the WB film in ap- 
propriate fashion. 

Ahead of them, there's ‘Satellite,’ 
with a huge, sombre-colored stage- | 
door curtain, and Inez Lauritano, in 
trousers and jacket, running off a 
vibrant violin solo. Glee Club’s pos- 
ture isn’t what it should be. It cho- 
ruses about war and peace not very 
articulately. Theodore Webb, bari- | 
ton, solos with the outfit. 

The overture is “The Pines of 
Rome,’ by Ottorino Respighi, under | 
the baton of Erno Rapee. 

Instead of following with a strong, 
vibrant number, the M. H. goes into 
a soft, white ballet number, under 
the heading of ‘Venus,’ in a setting 
of Greek columns. It’s excellent, but 
a letdown, 

Rosario Orellana’s soprano is well 
trained, but light. Richard Leibert 
organ solos to begin the stage pro- 
ceedings. Business swinging high, 
with ‘Robin Hood’ (WB). Shan. 


FOX, K. C. 


- 


Kansas City, May 15. | 

Besser & Royce, Zang & Todd, | 
Spec & Spot, ‘Hen’ Smith, Frederic | 
& Yvonne, Judy Conrad's orch,| 
House Line (12); ‘Kentucky Moon- | 
shine’ (20th). 








_—-—_-_-_-— 


Four double acts currently in a 
bill that zips well until Besser and | 
Royce, male zanies, who headline, | 
let their okay start drag. They} 
accelerate to good finish, however. 
Joe Besser, who wallops his partner | 
around, hasn’t added much in gags, 
but pleases most of the time. At 
show caught, he kept up an annoy-| 
ing private conversation with the} 
band boys. Lee Royce feeds and 
closes with some pleasant canarying 
that fetches a good mitt. Royce 
m.c.’s, too, but it’s all from off-stage, 
probably accounting for the general 
speed of bill. 

Spice and Spot are unicyclists, one 
lad as a drunk, the other with 


tongue in cheek. Usual shoulder 
stand for a finish. Zang and Todd, 
mixed hoofers, go in for rough 


stuff. Gal is cute. but lad walks off 
with his flips. ‘Hen’ Smith steps 
from the band traveler for some 
parodies that are grooved for the! 
high school trade. 

Bill finales with Frederic and 
Yvonne fronting the line (12) with 
ballroom steps. Youngsters work 
easily. Line has its big chukker in 
the opening spot, when they are 
seen in a well costumed hotcha 
melange, while the bandsmen do 
“Rock It For Me.’ 

First showing Friday (13) eve to) 


comfortable house. Hout. | 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Bunny Berigan’s orch, Cass Daley, 
Gene Raymond, Nichols & Robbins 
‘Stolen Heaven’ (Par) reviewed 
Variety, April 27. 





| 
| 
in 

The jitters run heavy during the | 
50 minutes allotted the stage show | 
but they’re pleasurable and high- | 
powered. For youthful swing ad! | 
dicts, there’s Bunny Berigan in his | 
initial Broadway theatre date. In 
the blonde-waved Gene Raymond | 
the dames have an inspiration for a/| 
good case of the trembles, while 
others are wobbled plenty by the 
nut clowning of the up-and-coming 
Cass Daley. As added starters, Nich- 
ols and Robbins do handsomely by 
the jitter motif. Their contribution 
is a fast, graceful shag. 

Berigan (Néw Acts) may not have 
what it takes in personality but he 
certainly knows his way wuround 
modern dance music. His hot trum- 
pet and surrounding note mixers 
Jend enough personality though. It’s 
a combination that jives excellently. 
Brightly routined, the band builds 
with the out-fronters as it goes 
along. One item that’s geared highly 
is the aggregation treatment of a 
couple of Scottish airs, plus ‘Joseph, 
Joseph.’ While they don't stomp, 


| teats the aisles, the kids come back | 


| sition, 


| good enough to stir the femmes to 


|ly with acrobatic taps 


|straight Irish medley 
i version of 


at Berigan with vocal assent and | 
rounds of salvos. 

From Gene Raymond (New Acts), | 
spotted next-to-closing, the custom- 
ers get good looks, a genial dispo- 
several songs and a bit of 
strumming on the uke. The croon- 
ing is pretty much offside but it’s 


frantic applause and 
for more. 


strident cries 
At show caught a couple 
of girls down front undertook to 
make it an intimate occasion by 
telling him what they wanted him 
to do and also cracking back at 
some of the screen player’s palaver. 

Cass Daley also sings but it’s not 


her best card. The scatting is just | 
an introducer. Once the girl cuts 
loose with her reedy figure, grim- 
aces and distorts her mop of. hair, 
there’s no stopping the laughs. 
She’s a hard worker at lowdown 
comedy and the knack for results is 
evident from the moment she goes 
Odec. 


into her routine. 


Roxy, Salt Lake City 
Salt Lake City, May 15. 


Gordon Miller, Roy Dove, Smith, 
with Rogers & Eddy, Large & Morner, | 


| Russell & Crystine, Bill Floor’s house 
|orch (6), Peggy Taylor & Co.; ‘Luck 


of Roaring Camp’ 


(Mono) ‘ 
A Spy’ (GB). 


‘I Was 





Excellent vaude is shown here by 
Peggy Taylor & Co., zal and two 
male hoofologists. Remainder of the 
oZ-minute bill tepid. 


Miss Taylor gives them top gam 
flinging, while her nattily-groomed 
escorts are dandy in all types of 


dancing. Trio starts with a soit shoe 
and then switches to fast tumbling. 


While act is slightly garnished with | 
| hoke falls and splits, it’s a refreshing 


novelty for a small time unit. 


Bill Floor’s six-piece house orches- | 


tra manages to accompany the five 
acts fairly effectively. At show 


caught, fiesher tried signaling band 
to fall in line. Very brassy group 
has two stints. 

Billed as appearing through cour- 
tesy of Universal Pictures, youthful 
Gordon Miller m.c.’s_ in Sunday 
school style. 
straight. Also sings three 
Scorns mike 

during an- 


in the rear. 

Roy Dove, juggler, opens easy spot 
for a single straight specialist. Gets 
ample palm-patting by juggling 
simultaneously a tophat, cane, rub- 
ber balls and Indian clubs. Russell 
and Crystine, mixed team, first play 
a sax and squeezola, later rope skip- 


ping while instrumentalizing. Finish | 


with a couple of dogs performing 
standard routines, which boosts the 
act. 


Smith. Rogers and Eddy, two dead- 


pan hoke hoofers, and a femme, 
round out the bill. Males cavort for 
the greater portion, and their mix- 
ture of slapstickery is effectively 


/routined. Gal is a very pretty bru- 


net who can hoof and double on 
straight work. 
Large and Morner billed but failed 


, to appear at show caught. Biz o.k, 


Guss. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, May 15. 

The Robbins, Carroll & Howe, | 

Betty Bruce, Phil Regan, Sybil Bow- | 

an, Phil Lampkin’s’ house orch; 
‘Stolen Heaven’ (Par), 











It’s straight vaude this week with 
no attempt to make it anything else. | 


| With Phil Regan and Sybil Bowan 
| to wind up the show, it needs little 
| else. Show was planned with orches- 
| tra on stage, but lack of space forced 


it into pit after first day. Result 
is that band number played for 
Betty Bruce’s change of costume is 
done as a misplaced overture, which 
gets by as novelty, but isnt any- 


thing to be copied. 
with | 


Most of bill is top-heavy 
hoofing. The Robbins open adequate- 
‘ and cart- 
wheels. Carroll and Howe pick it up 
somewhat with patter and gag chal- 
lenge tapping. Miss Bruce brings in 


\the. first touch of elass with her 


smooth ballet taps, returning after | 
band number to clinch with snec- 
tacular Spanish tap in sock black 
lace pajamas. Pit’s contribution is 
with swing 
‘Annie Laurie’ bringing | 
down the house for the finish. 
Regan begins with ‘One Song’ and 
gets nice reception as curtains open 
on center mike, Comes onto ramp 
to get over handily with ‘I Can 
Dream, Can't I,’ ‘Please Be Kind’ and 
clicks best with ‘Irish Eyes.’ Way 
he handles situation created by me- 
chanical trouble backstage, at show 
caught, proved he’s master of im- 
promptu patter. without resorting to 
standard tricks. Audience ob- 


viously was doing its clannping as 
much for his smile as his voice. 
Encore of ‘Sweet As a Song’ Icaves 
‘em still at a peak. 

Miss Bowan maintains same 
mood through overa diva bur- 
lesque, the grey-haired flirt. and 
the old-time picture sitar. Mrs. F. 


D. at Girl Scout rally. as usual. gets 
her off riotously. Biz bad. Craig, 


| being 


| Standouts 


He handles his chores | 
ditties, | 
‘Stardust’ grabbing the lion’s share | 
| of customer approval. 

|in middle of the stage 
|nouncements and his voice is missed 


; tap 


STATE, N. Y. 


Shep Fields’ Orch, Vic Hyde, Shea 
& Raymond, Lydia & Joresco, Bill | 


| 





| Stanley & Phyllis Kenny, Sal Gice. | 


Johnny Sperry, Ruby Zwerling’s 
house orch; ‘Bluebeard’s Eighth Wife’ 


| (Par). 





Shep Fields and his 12 bandsmen 
plus specialists on siage, are giving | 
Ruby Zwerling’s pit orchestra an | 
easy time this week, the house bunch 
around just for incidental 
usage. 


Couple of turns are more or less 
new to the outfit but they make good. 
are Shea and Kaymzu.d, 
Coming near the close, the 
team cinches the house. Burley 
tango ties up matters although the 
lads register best with hoofing. 

Bill Stanley and Phyllis Kenny, 
singing duo, who recently joined, 
could be given more. Fields claims 
no additional stuff had been pre- 
pared. Stanley, with *‘ Sentimental 
Side,’ Miss Kenny, with ‘Dipsy 
Doocale,’ and their dueting of ‘Ti-Pi- 
Tin’ constitute the team’s contribu- 
tions. 

Vic Hyde, with his one-man swing 
band, works hard. In the finale, 
Hyde proves he can serve a real hot 
cornet. Lydia and Joresco, with a 
smooth batlroom routine, are dis- 
tinctly pleasing. After waltz and 
tango, they earn a third number. 


comics. 


On the band end, Fields has ear- | 
marked his ‘rippling rhythm,’ novelly | 


introduced and effectively worked in 


several times. ‘Humoresque,’ as 
waltz, jazz, symphonic, sweet and 
swing, is a capital arrangement. 
Again the bandsmen deliver with 
|‘This Little Ripple Had Rhythm,’ 
from the ‘Big Broadcast of 1938’ 
| (Par), featuring Sal Gioe at the | 
piano. Fiddling of Murray Gabrol 


attracts no little attention. He's a 
crack performer but for some reason 
|isn’t billed, as are two others in 
Fields’ crew. He uses two violins, 
one for deep tones, which sounds 
| bass-like from the microphones. 


For the finale, Johnny Sperry ac- 
cordians ‘Flight of the Bumble Bee’ 
| with the other players also 
music boxes. As the curtains 
about to be drawn, the men are 
shown standing with their regular 
instruments. Might have been best 
to have closed with all hands still 
holding accordians, for the impres- 
sion is that another number is to 
come. At that, another dash of 
| rippling rhythm would be okay. 

Thursday (12) last show saw the 
| house packed. Ibee. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


are 





; Chicago, May 15. 
Lewis, with Conti & Little. Eddie 
White, Medley & Dupree, Paul & 
Nino Ghezzi, Aunt Jemima, Verne 
Buck, Sweethearts; ‘Lone Wolf in 
| Paris’ (Col). 





Five acts that shape up better than 
| average vaude bill, added to some of 
| the best routines ever turned out by 
|the State-Lake Sweethearts chorus. 
/Aunt Jemima headlines solidly. Does 

well particularly with old songs. 

| The Ghezzis (2) are top hand-bal- 
,;ancers and work with plenty of 
|showmanship. Finish with their up- 
|side down Big Apple (it used to be 


| Black Bottom) still sock novelty. 


For lowdown comedy there are 
Medley and Dupree. Eddie White’s 
standard comedy patter and flag- 


| waving song finale is always a cinch 


with family audiences. 

Excellent openers are Lewis. Conti 
and Little, who do singing. instru- 
mentalizing and acrobatics, the latter 
by femme. who demonstrates consid- 
erable ability. Vocalist good and 
| sells. 

Line standout this week, first do- 
ing an excellent precision routine 
and returning later for specirlty 
| work that has audience pounding 
palms. 
| Biz good supper show 
day (13). 


on Fri- 
Gold. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 








Indianapolis, May 15. 
Arthur Le Fleur & Mary Le Fleur, 
Oxford Boys (31), Aristocrats (12), 


Buster Shaver with Olive & Georae. | 


Floyd Christy & Hal Gould; ‘Rascals’ 
(20th). 





Five standard vaude acts, under 
moniker of ‘Hits and Bits,’ has good 
variety and few weak spots. House 


orchestra back in pit for week. 
Arthur Le Fleur opens with slow 

trapeze work, breaking up his ap- 

pearance by spotting Mary Le Fleur, 


who does acro work on floor. He 
gets by sclidly when he spins by 
teeth from trapeze. 

Followed by Oxford Boys, vocal 
trio, with one member providing 
eulfar accompaniment. Do ‘Dark 
Eves’ straight for encore and 
‘Mickey Mouse’s Birthday Party, 


with novelty effects, for beg-off. 
Aristocrats, six boys and six girls, 
split their turn into two appear- 
ances. First do flirtation dance and 
then close show by displaying their 
versatility with ballroom, acrobatic. 
and adagio dancing. VTolished 


| Nilsson, 
Fields has a unit show that | 

provides 50 minutes of diversion, al- | 
, though the finale seems too abrupt. | —_—_— 


using | 


Unit R 
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OLSEN & JOHNSON 


(PALACE, CLEVELAND) 
Cleveland, Mav 15. 

Olsern.& Johnson, Radio Rogues 
(3), Reed with Dean & Reed, Ro- 
berta & Ray, Bill Adams, Walter 
Fanchonettes, Garde iia 
Winterbottom; ‘Sinners in Paradise’ 
(Col). 


There's plenty of meat in new Ol- 


sen and Johnson unit and little of 
it misses fire. After some judicious 
pruing and a pickup in pace—this 
is only its third week on road 
their ‘Hellzapoppin Revue’ should 
stack up better than any of the 
previous units. 

For a change, two comics don't 
monopolize. They’ve got several good 
skits of their own, but give more 
play to several other corking turns 
Result is smooth. Gags also seem 
fresh, 


Unit got in early for some polish- 
ing, sO management turned it into 
rehearsal—open to public. About 800 
|; showed up at 9:30 a.m. opening cur- 
tain. Stunt carried out further by 
| having it open minus scenery. 
O-J break ice neatly with breezy, 


| typical repartee, Olsen doing his 
| floor-giggling bit for howls. Three 


stagehands come in for some ribbing 
in their explanations of the bare 
stage. Team’s best in its travesty 
of a bedroom murder, revamped, yet 
okay, in which Olsen again shoots 
|the awakened ‘corpse’ after going 
|on the make for his wife. Smash 
|example of tomfoolery in his takeoff 
|of Charlie McCarthy, on Johnson's 
| knee, while an unbilled blonde does 
|a swell impersonation of Mae West. 
| Duo revives its original  piano- 
| violin act to good advantage, helned 
| by three balcony hecklers. New 
|}edge given by stoutish Gardenia 
| Winterbottom, amusing hillbilly fid- 
| dler. 

Topnotch line of Fanchonettes, in 


| deuce, is backbone of show. All 
| lookers and smart kickers in some 
particularly clever routines. Ap- 
pearing in costumes of Gay ’90's. 
| they partially peel ’em otf to ex- 
| ecute a commendable number on 
unicycles. Can-can dance is an- 
| other flasher but not quite as ef- 
| fective as a modern precision tap 
| ensemble. 
| Following the. girls’ wheeling. 


| Walter Nilson, in tophat, repeats his 
usual cycle tricks’ briskly in a 
| logical spot. Reed, Dean and Reed 
hit the mike with hotcha harmonv. 
mixing in a dash of steps. Bill 
Adams is a dusky half-pinter and 
rhythmic taps are excellent. Doesn't 


act with boys and girls working to- : 


| gether smoothly. 

Buster Shaver plays piano for 
| singing and dancing of George and 
Olive, midgets. Shaver doubles in 
ballroom dance with Olive for ef- 
fective contrast in size. Floyd 
Christy and Hal Gould next-to-close 
spot with comedy acrobatics. Christy 
gets most of his laughs by pretend- 
ing to become irate when his part- 
ner starts the tricks too soon. 
ence ready for laughs by time their 
| turn is spotted and give the muscle 
| nonsense healthy patter. 

| Show runs 52 minutes. Biz light 
at last show Friday (13), Kiley. 





| Embassy 


| Well-rounded bill this week with 
heavy European coverage, Firstrate 
editing, too. Bill also has March of 
Time. Varied shots of Continental 
hotspots reveal Hitler meeting Mus- 
solini and boy soldiers of Italy on 
guard in Rome (Movietone). Pathe 
|covers the London riot resulting 
from Oswald Mosley’s speech; also 
| Thomas Mann’s arrival in New York 
| with his statement he’s becoming a 
| U. S. citizen. Paramount catches the 
| festivities attending the birth of 
| Princess Juliana’s child and Univer- 
|cal has France’s Daladier en route 
|to a confab. Also the crisis in 
Czechoslovakia resulting from Nazi 
| ambitions. 

Still other international events 
have King Zog’s wedding and Uni- 
| versal’s piece on American refusal 
of helium to Germany. Other sub- 
jects covered are Pathe and Movie- 
tone’s slum clearance, American war 
planes, submarines and President 
Roosevelt's return from his vacation 
(Pathe). 

Sports include Helen Wills Moody, 
speedboats, wrestlers, a marble con- 
test, Max Schmeling and Joe Louis 
Others include a train wreck, tunnel 
drilling, discovery of a radium sub- 
stitute, airing of Chicago ‘merc’ 
murder’ operation, a Maine log jan 
the usual fashion piece and a Lev 
Lehr item. Latter standard and 
okav. Parade of Chinese in N. Y 
on ‘humiliation day’ is a special as 1: 
coverage of the fireworks demonstra- 
tion at the N. Y. World's Fair 
rrounds New International Casino 
N. Y¥., skating show slipped tn 
which, in spite of the publicits 
break. fits much better than most of 
the other items. 

March of Time is in 
First covers penal 


two parts 
reform and se 


ond deals with the Nazis in At a 
In this part, NBC is credited th 
a scoop, showing the NBC's pet 
ne] at work. ; 


Audi- | 


Newsreel, N. Y.. 


get enough time, though he smacked 


the house’s fancy so heavily when 
caught that Johnson had to intere 
rupt chorus to give him a welle 


earned encore. 
Roberta and Ray, Cleveland dance 


team, get two breaks and make the 
most of them. Standouts are Radio 
Rogues (3), whose impersonations 
are exceptionally lively, humorous 
and startlingly exact. Last sit was 
just six months ago yet material 
hasn't lost its power. While cur- 
tain-closing by Olsen and Johnson 
fairly conventional, it satisfied a 
packed Saturday (14) crowd. 
Pullen 


Night at Lake Placid 


(COLUMBIA, ALLIANCE, O.) 


Alliance, O.. Maw 15 
Orch., Eddie Kelley, 
Jean Frelick, Charlos, Jerry & Eddu. 
Baron & Baroness Emerson, ‘Red’ 
Kelley, Lois Lee, Larry, Russell Mc- 
Gee Ballet. 


Al Klein’s 


Conceived and directed by Eddie 
Kelley, former Olympic skater, this 
ice revue is a combination of hokum, 


exhihition, novelties and _ speed. 
Synthetic ice is use“, adaptable for 
vaudfilmers but it doesn’t matter 


with the audience since it looks like 
the McCoy glacing anyway. The 
45-minute performance shapes up 


well, too, clicking ‘solidly. 

Kelley appears several times, but 
doesn’t monopolize. An _ excellent 
six-girl line opens with a hockey 
routine, very effeative. ‘The maestro 
then comes on for some comedy 
antics and Charlos does an acro con- 
trol turn that’s plenty good. Larry 
coaxes hot tunes from his banjo to 
heavy applause. Kelley, then using 
a stooge in the audience, gets a lot 
of laughs with his beginner’s bit. 

A semi-military turn is done by 
the line in its second appearance; 
then Jean Frelick’s barrel-leaping 
follows as one of the bill's best 
turns. Charlos returns for a diffi- 
cult Russian dance, and Jerry and 
Eddy hold down the next spot with 
fancy skating. Lois Lee then croons 
low into the mike. ‘Ked’ Kelley, in 
tux, figure skates, and the Baron and 
Baroness Emersons get by with their 
comedy juggling and chatier. 

Director Kelley on for speed 
skating, followed by the line in a 
military drill. Entire company on 


for a sock finish as the unit leader 
returns again for some spins. Al 
Klein’s it band i :companies the 


show well. 


LOEW’S, MONTREAL 


Montreal, May 15. 

Buddy Page’s Orch, Eddie San- 
born's house orch, Jackie Fields, 
Dick Sharp, Dianne Guntler, Billy 
lrons, Roy Davis, Fisher & White, 
Bobby & Dotty Edwards, Intercol- 
| legiate Shag Dancers (4); ‘Look Out 
for Love’ (GB). 











This Major Bowes production has 
10 acts; speedy, smooth and smartly 
handled by m.c. Buddy Page. Nearly 
every turn gets a call and some sev- 
eral. Good house opening night 
(13), 

Opens to campus drop that stays 
throughout show, with co-ed band, 
conducted by Page, and house or- 
| chestra, with Eddie Sanborn batun- 
|ing, «<n stage, backgrounding the 
| acts. Page, who intros each act, pat- 

ters and wisecracks during most of 

the 60-minute revue. Dickie Sharp, 
of Montreal, rope-spins and yodels 
in cowboy costume, after Jackie 

Fields opens with harmonica end 

taps. Both get call. In the trey, 

Dienne Guntler, with personality 
and fair voice, gets across to a triple 
call, 

Billy Irons, colored rollerskater, 
| who taps on skates, too, gets good 
welcome, followed by Page pianoing 
‘Body and Soul.’ Roy Davis, imvrer- 
sonator; Fisher and White. knocka- 
| bouts, and Bobby and Dotty Ed- 
wards, clever tappers, also help the 
sho-v’s fast pace. Intercolleiate 
Shee Dencers close show to hot step- 
ping that earns repeated calls. 

Lane. 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


Detroit, May 15 


Merle Clark, Eduard Werner's 
house orch, Three Manhattoinites, 
Jou & Lou Seiler, Tommy Trent, 


Phillips & Kohl, Biltmorettes (3); 
Robin Hood’ (WwB). 


‘Movtime Frolic.’ swung together 
in few days after house decided to 
temporarily extend stave shows, of- 
fers five light but effective turr n 
0G minutes No marquee strengih, 
but entertaining anyway. 

Last holf of bill is a swing sece 

on, with Phillips and Kehl. the 
Biltmorette (3). and Jay and Lou 
Seile rin First named, cal and 
feilo ( hotcha-shaz medlev, . ‘e 

‘ Piltmorettes, comely femmes, 
tui mn nifty acrobatic hooling, 

(Cor 16d on page 52) 
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NEXT WEEK (May 23) 
THIS WEEK (May 16) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
whether full or split week 
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LET THERE BE LIFE, 
ORDERED FOR LEE NET 


Los Angeles, May 17. 
Little Rathskeller live programs 


network has” 








Wilshire Bowl 
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dramatic series, 
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Moderate’ Hit Out-Grosses Smash: 999 py Ic FI Equity Will Absorb Chorus Branch 
Rat’ Nets More Than ‘Room Service’ pijy TQ) S| pre After Amending AEA Constitution: 
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Although it was rated only a mod- 
Rat’ 


| “ie 
Mazo de la Roche Sails; 


Special Organizer to Be Dropped 

















“ate ss, ‘Brother arr ‘ant 4 e 
erate success, ‘Brother ea ced To Finish Play in London | Most B’way Managers Fig 
considerably more money for George| yya79 de la Roche sailed yester- | uring Conservatively, De- 1 
an did his smash hit, ‘Room | , ; ’ Dee, | ’ . ; 
Abbott than : ' day (Tuesday) for London, plan- | pending on the Seasonal See Page 4 | Chorus Equity Association will be 
Service. Currently in the _ final | ning to be abroad two months, dur- C M Musi |}merged with Equity proper, as in- 
stages of its run the latter show ing which she'll aitempt to finish a rop ore usicals 7+ i 7 ‘ la caied hen the Associated A ore 
tain iin id up with a total | M¢W Play. begun since the click of Likely — Theatres on poor detai ce ee land Artistes of America e 
Pe : . _ 3 ae | naetins at te teat on Al ‘ Americ: gi 
oe hye " ee her ‘W hiteoaks, at the Hudson, . = ee a ay so siti : | the American Federation of Actors 
gross of under $1,200,000, ‘Rat,’ on N, Y Expo Site Unlikely, Due age 4 of this issue. jurisdiction over lines in night clu 
‘ grey rare , , ° Annual meeting slated for Sa ae ad on See 
the other hand, drew a total of| Attended ‘Whiteoaks’ eve of sail- to Cost of Construction June 6 — ia ; jand vaudfilm theatres. Chorus or- 
$1,452,406.70, or over $250,000 more, | 198. a coeeall ganization is part of Equity but holds 
Even considering the film rights, | ie ae . | Prager ing ee the Four 
‘Rat’ will have earned about $100,000 | ¢ * | SHAKESPEAREAN TAB | - : “og ys said : a aa ia “ 
same for 2 chi ; branch, 
jin excess of the more ee | ae ‘ ee sea 
‘Room Service.’ Picture rights for | Edith Christianson, who was en- 
: 9 orc j P : - | cace roe 7a he ot} ‘Joh 
‘Room Service’ brought $255,000, | | Legit showmen view the _ 1939 - =e . ha a ae mgnt ch : 
while those for ‘Rat’ drew $150,000. | World's Fair in New York play | wane See epee mere Sacenen 
i te 1. : ' ae ae a executive secretary of Chorus 
While ‘Rat’ fell behind its Abbott | a ns, as promising to Broad- ‘ 5 Eauity. will be let out. Mf Chrise 
partner in Broadway earnings, the | | way, but as yet have made no con- | ; peti noon javmnaeie ai Pe LA 
Monks - Finkelhoffe comedy more | | crete ‘pl ans to jure visitors, Some | with the Committee for Industrial 
- -nre | | cers Iour ‘ ig isi- | . ° . de 
than made up the difference on the | a bob BEUCIng rig big - LAY CONTEST Organization and her appointment 
road. ‘Room Service’ never clicked ! | ness in theatres but most are ae ee provoked controversy in Equity, 
particularly out of town, whereas vative in their expec tations. 1 iuch | which is with the American Federa- 
‘Rat’ copped its heaviest coin on} will depend on next season's hits, | ada tion of Labor 
* ” pe ' ia aie necmageaiiiials 1 indicati Ss ¢ ‘re l be | j 
tour. That was where the military with indication: that there will | a a a ees . 
school laugh-getter forged ahead | more musical fare on the boards| Committee of five will be named D a S executive secretary, Paul 
‘ 5 . , 1c) ney e > 7e re > Ic] C Val c 
Total take for ‘Rat’ out of town, in- Definite decision to try for a sum-) quring the 1939 summer. this week by the Dramatists Guild | ~UU2°") anted to gren.an because he 
di s tl Baltimore tryout and|™eF run with ‘Shadow and Sub- Pemenetetio i teas ok the fair | to award the playwrighting fellow- | was opposed to the naming of Miss 
cluding the wer geese ~, | Stance,’ at the Golden, N. Y., was]. os a wes ; ! chi eS 1] . _ | Christianson, About that time, Frank 
the Broadway company’s recent fort- ripen MAdie Hawline | site in Flushing, in the borough of | §2JPS given by the Rockefeller Foun Gillmore withdrew to lead the re- 
night in Brooklyn amounted to $881,- nis ga tig “Mop ee ~~ premarin “an Queens, is doubtful, except one or | dation. Body will consist of two| aitenad Four A’s and Dullzell mine Pm 
‘ ° ° . - eS Ss ° ; ’ . | . ic ’ . . ‘ | 5 : 4 as - 
: Se aiadivn® wis ‘ , | tw «. : sc -eq | dramatist members, two representa- | “, ; 
568.15, in 93 weeks’ playing time. In tee Maud Vincent Carrell drama. In| two in tabloid form. It’s considered | , p duced to stick for the three-year 


comparison, ‘Room Service’ drew 


stallation of an air-conditioning plant | 


impractical to build theatres on the 
site, particularly since the Chicago 


tives of the National 


Theatre Con- | curation of his post 
ference (university organization) and | wie . ae pee 


$499,102.34 in 63 weeks on the road, we ‘at se has | ¥ ‘ Ss aa Before the chorus branch can he 
including last week's Milwaukee ales esting operated house “ fair of 1933 and 1934 proved that|@ New York drama critic or legit | absorbed, it will be necessary to 
date. There were two touring Sir Cedric Hardwicke, star of the | visitors to the exposition were not | Manager. perma Equity’s constitution, there 


troupes of each show. 





| theatre-minded. 


| Rockefeller Foundation has given 


piece, intends to continue for the | $25,000 to cover the fellowships for being no provision for chorus classi- 
‘Rat’ ran 72 weeks on Broadway, | duration of the run, both in New In Chicago, the second summer of three years. Of that amount, $3.000 fication, which is now limited to legit 
grossing $570,838.55. ‘Room Service’ | York and subsequently on tour. Actor | the fair saw the Loop without any | ‘3 for Sdeminictration expenses Bal- | musical shows. CEA is financially 
has so far pulled $658,701.58 in 51 |W ill later play it in London, most plays during July, due probably to | oxiue will ee distributed ry ae rote | sound, its assets being around $125,- 
weeks on Broadway. However, it is | likely with the same cast. | the tremendous heat there. During | of not more than $8,000, nor less than 000, favorably comparable to Equity’s 
still running and is an outside pos- | ‘Shadow’ is currently in its-17th| the first summer, managers expected $5 000 a year. Tops for a single re- surplus. Executive committee of 
sibility to go through the summer | week on Broadway, after several try- | t0 draw fair crowds with six shows. | cipient will be $1 000 ee Equity is working out plan for ab- 
period. Chances are it will not gross | out weeks on the road. It’s been Yet only two drew any substantial “Fellowships will he outrizht gifts sorption of tae branch. 
more than $50,000 additional. grossing well over $10,000 a week business. | and will be awarded to the einai ie. Under the new chorus rules re- 


Factor in the Broadway runs of the | 


two shows was that ‘Room Service’ 


| $14,000, 


against a possible capacity of about | 
but said to be geared so it} 


Standouts te Get Trade 


| serving young playwrights to enable 


them 


cently adopted, minimum wage is £35 
weekly in N. Y. ($40 on tour), but 


However, Chicago is neither com- to complete started scripts. | 5). stock it varies, Formerly. i 
has remained at the Cort throughout, | °°” aicnsecl a parable to New York in theatres nor | Grants will not eee ay eres oe stock ain the RE ne went . - 
while ‘Rat’ was shuffled from the a attractions. Showmen figure that| the completed scripts, but it’s thought $25, now raised to $30 weekly, pro- 
Biltmore to the Hudson, then to the | Broadway's reputation for show- li kely that if any plays completed vided admish scale is not over $1] 
National and finally to the Ambas- SURRY PLAYERS ACAIN | shops will draw a certain percentage | Under fellowship funds turn out to | cost eects Sechine tulle coal 
sador. Also, while there have been of fair visitors, with the standouts | >€ Commercial successes the writers | siven 6 parce iad the Senda 


comparatively few important cast 


EYE B’WAY PRODUCTION 


getting the trade. That Broadway, 


|in question will protably repay the 


Beach revivals, which will start for 


ges in‘ 5 ice,” ay- | wi its ; ae ’ | money to provide similar fellowships J 
changes = yreom sah — gee | with F its open = cafes, will be a| for A P ; PS fourth summer season June 25. 
ers in ‘Rat’ were being shifted al- |lure is fully anticipated, too, yet the | OF Otners. 


most from the first. 

In all, ‘Rat’ played 165 weeks on 
Broadway and the road and grossed 
a total of 1.452.406.70. ‘Room Serv- 
ice’ has so far played 113 weeks on 
Broadway and the road, for a total 
gross of $1,152,803.92. Both comedies 
were figured to operate for about the 
same amount, with ‘Rat’ possibly get- 
ting by on a slightly smaller nut. 


Sudden Dive 
One thing about ‘Room Service’ 
has puzzled the Abbott office. That 
is why the show took a_ sudden 
slump in attendance last December 
and never really recovered. Mur- 
ray-Boretz comedy had been running 


back to $15,000 on the New Year 


Surry Players, preparing for their 
summer stock season at Surry, Me., 


other New York production next fall. 


‘As You Like It.’ 


play for strawhat tryout, but expect 
to do a revival during the fall if no 
good new play is forthcoming. 

‘Nuremberg Egg,’ which they put 
on at Surry last summer, 
there, but i 
way prospect. While some rewriting 
would be necessary, the insurmount- 
able difficulty lies in the terms gov- 


hurdles is the specification that only 


are virtually decided on doing an- | 
|} atres to count, 
| Troupe made its Broadway debut last | 
winter in a revival of Shakespeare's | 


spending power of fhe average fair 
visitor is never large. Broadway | 
looks to the improvement of its the- 
also, particularly the 
installation of modern cooling plants. | 
The Loop did not offer a similar in- 


| ducement. 


Surryites are still seeking a new) 


was liked | 
is definitely out as a Broad- | 


Aside from several freak attrac- 
tions, legit attraction is slated for the 
fair, Shakespeare will be presented, 
along the lines followed in Chicago, 
in tab form. There were no Equity 
restrictions in the Windy City nor is 
it expected the eight-performance 


ture will be called the Globe theatre, 
(Continued on b page 52) 


P : | Yelvington and Clemon White, 
rule will be invoked here. The ven-| producers of initial southwest straw- 
| hat, 


J scratch, 


Winners of the five $1,000 play- 
wrighting fellowships given by John 
| Golden will probably be announced 
‘shortly. Understood the committee, 
headed by Sidney Howard, 
rowed down the contestants 
| handful and will ballot for the final 
' five in a couple of days. 


Barnyard Belascos Despair 


| Kerrville, Texas, May 17. 


| Texas background is causing Ramsey 
co- 


to lift their 10-gallon hats and 


has nar- | 
10 al 


While $1 top will generally apply, 
boxes will be priced at $1.65 but the 
new $30 wage was okayed anyway, 
same going for Gallo’s Randall's 
Island. 

Mrs. Bryant, who held the chorus 
secretaryship for 18 years, was given 


| a scroll in recognition of her service. 
| Annual meeting of CEA will be held 


| which 


at the Center hotel, N. Y., June 3 at 
reasons for merging wiih 


|Equity will be told membership. 
Shortage of original scripts with a | 


ROAD ‘CAESAR’ ENDS 
TOUR WITH ‘BURY DEAD’ 





rage gt ; erning commercial production. Rights | During its final road week. the 
—_ i yongentbee ene ee to the play are held by the German | touring ‘Julius Caesar’ gave a special 
slump period it fell to ainda $7 500 heirs of the author, the late Walter Con Abbott M S ‘Merchant’ Revival: ! matinee performance of ‘Bury the 
or $8,000 in thre he by Sh ~~”? | Harlan, who have set prohibitive | Dead’ at the Royal Alexandra, To- 
uy in three weeks. Show Came | terms for the rights. Stiffest of the | rente, Wadmend Orion. Mere Ane 

} 


week, but again dived to below 
$10,000 and has never recovered. 

It was the only long-run produc- 
tion on the Abbott list that failed 
to go through a period of interme- 
diate grosses. Shows always taper 


2% of the receipts from the show 

may go to the producer. 
‘Egg’ is said to be written 

to 


and to express ideas 


Nazi dogma. 


contrary 








from a} 
liberal political-economic viewpoint | 


Phil Loeb, Sam 


George Abbott is considering a 


Levene as Shylock 


New York. Producer is now in Chi- 


| show was 


tony in ‘Caesar,’ did the staging. 
Performance originally planned as 
a benefit for the Toronto Star’s char- 
ity fund, but the music union refused 
io let its members work gratis, so th 
put on by Milton Baron, 


| ‘Caesar’ company manager for Alex 


off as the run progresses, but the fall revival of “The Merchant of}cago working on the book and stag- Yokel, as a commercial venture 
. . y > ? + Ihili »} . 5 ; e} ‘Vv T re , . . ' * 
decline 1S usually gradual. In the Pe proms sage wer 4 — Dd "al Sam Ing of the : musical, ; You Never | Due to the music union angle dee 
= s ‘Room Service,’ however, the Clark Ist Yank Judge | ae a rr a — gig hig _ is due back June 2 in jay there was only 24 hours avail- 
attendan 0 s neia readings o ne play. i ne | New York. alii ‘ sal 
ae os pg te harp tumble and ac: aaex  deaden ae ae V | . able to bally the show. Seats were 
n stayed at the lower level. At Canada Drama Fete the rod cer’ ; ~  % 4% P MacBride, currently in 200m  50c and about 150 attended. Baron, 
ine sroaucer s§ seconc win at : , ‘ . , ’ 
——__—_—_—_____—_ : produ Sen nS 4°! Service, at the Cort, N. Y., is due! who had first encouraged the plcyers 
Shakespeare, as he is already pre- to go to the Coast about June 1 to! to do the Irwin Shaw drama a: 
Jed Harris Gives Up Plan | ; e +} dies CL ee repeat his part in RKO's film version lark paid off the $230 loss, j nelud ng 
F L , D IP H al Barrett H. Cla of the Authors;edy of Errors, with score’ by al the eomed Sas he? Art sd a mien opt . 
; ) 2 comeay., Vill P mi t an ao -e nm Salary i0r OUTS 
or London “Doll's OUS@ | League of America, is in Winnipeg | Rodgers and Hart and with Jimmy | ,, } ee 
. SSS a , Sait bite oad : .* ‘film work. Although he has been on. cast and stagehands 
‘ ‘ . . - » } ar a ; , f ir : « ee i ° 
Contrary to previous plans. Jed | this week to judge the finals of the Savo and Peddy Hart alre dy et “l l\the stage for vears, ‘Room Service pies haa : 
aU ar! i ! pians, « o | ; : the cast. Understood his ‘Merchant Re Roser ee. sae ' . 9 
Harris will not present ‘A Doll’s|6th annual Dominion Drama Fes- would be a siraight version. Helen | “25 DS Srst Broadway part. ie ‘Birth of Baby Ousts 
House’ in London. Ibsen drama, | ¢; . 164] wes : oe a therefore a junior member of Equity 
. J ae 7 . »/tival, for Canadian liitle heatre aves will offer her ‘Merchant’ pro- " , 
which last Saturday (14) night), oe des the first J Soe ee ee Pie, Deal with RKO carries options. Musical in Cleveland 
; groups. s the first American to UC at oulern, 4N ‘ 
closed a two-week stand in Philadel- |‘ : P y ? =? , ; mer and may bring it to Broad Levene, who recently completed Cleveland, May 1% 
phia, will probably not be played | Serve 1 that capacity. n the fall. _ “« Yellow Jack’ and ‘Shopworn Ange Despite opposition from some blue- 
anywhere else by Harris. | Contestants made the trip to Win- Abbott is also virtually set to fer Metro, returned to New York last | noses, the Hanna is taking ‘Birth of 
Although Ruth Gordon, star of the nipeg in 11 special t ’ Each produce another ne comed) et week. Goes back into his original | a Buby’ May 23 with idea of running 
piece, had previously expressed a|of the 16 groups appeal i play O| ntitled, It would | ) rt ‘Room Service May of ais on j ind policy, American \la- 
desire to do the play in London, its own selection and pert ce ‘Comedy of Evro Dona I acing Walter Greaza. Levene ( 1 Welfare Committee sp Of- 
where she clicked in ‘The Country are given every ft ) eve- Bride and H e Cronyn are » M ‘ t I t n er. 
Wife,’ she recenily decided she was ning. Groups tal pi f e tivel t f ! { ‘ ‘ e p ( ] } Bi): J r eZ ine ed 
too tired after .35 consecutive weeks inners of pre ! ) f pre ( J ns ‘ Cole |] Y cal rou CvVer 
With the show. Aciress’ future plans in the distric ( é ' y « v Life ey s lil & RKO | ¢ I y set for M VU, 16 
have not been revevied. ival 1 be ne Oitawa. ce Al i1ice f in j a] ue two I n. 
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VARIETY 


= 


Changes in Agency 





OK'd by 26 Managers, 8 Opposed 





Theatre ticket code to control the 
activities of Broadway agencies, 
which the Managerial League of 
New York Theatres proposes to put 
into effect next fall, will be changed | 
in a number of ways over the plan 
a3 originally drafted. That has been 
indicated by managers to whom it’s 
been submitted. A system of super- 
vision has been suggested by Equity, 
in return for which the actors body 
is to agree not to make further 
policy changes without assent of the 
manager 

Not all managers to whom the 
code was sent expressed themselves 
as to its merits. There are 40 active 
managers or producers and it’s esti- 
mated that 26 are for a control plan, 
with eight probably opposed, six 
remaining silent. There were 26 an- 
swers to the request for suggestions, 
13. favoring the code submitted, 
seven suggesting changes and six 
stating the code was unsatisfactory. 

One of the problems in handling 
tickets for hits may be solved by 
making a concession to the proposed 
stringent regulations. Well known 
that the metropolis draws the na- 
tion’s spenders at various times and 
that executives of big business en- 
tertain guests at the theatre, de- 
manding the best locations at short 
notice. Such demands are con- 
tributory to high prices, and those 
patrons are willing to pay the ex- 
cess to agencies, which they regard 
as doing a service. 


group. 


Pemberton Favors Practice 

Brock Pemberton, one of the 
league’s ticket committee, agreed 
that such patronage should not be 
passed up. He suggested that 10% 
of tickets for hits could be held un- 
til the day of performance, without 
limiting prices charged. In that 
way, it’s thought, the last-minute de- 
mands would be taken care of. 
Otherwise, a maximum of 75c over 
the boxoffice price for the lower 
floor and 50c for the balcony would 
apply should the plan go into effect. 
Committee believes the public can 
be educated into buying more tickets 
in advance and that there would be 
more sales at boxoffices if it be 
shown that such purchases can be 
made. 

Matter of. collecting 5c from the 
brokers for each ticket sold by them 
at a premium is known to have been 
questioned by some managers. One 
suggestion was that the levy be 2'2c. 
Expectation is that such collections 
would not be viewed as excess by 
the government, since committee 
would regard the levy as a service 
charge. Heretofore, the federal men 
have declared that no matter what 
it’s called, if a manager is paid 
above the established price the gov- 
ernment is entitled to half. 

Committee considering a sugges- 
tion to call in the agency people and 
some from the boxoffices to discuss 
the feasibility of ticket control. 
Brokers still insist they cannot op- 
erate on a 75c limitation, yet the 
10%, leeway proposed may assuage 
them, since it’s rated one of the most 
alert ideas in handling a knotty situ- 
ation, 

Smallies Apprehensive 

Question of limiting brokers is 
bound to arise and already the little 
offices fear they will be wiped out. 
However, showmen say there are too 
many hiding places for tickets and 
when needed it’s necessary to make 
a telephonic survey to trace them. 
If tickets would be more concen- 
trated, it’s held, such costs and the 
time consumed would be eliminated. 

Should the ticket code go into op- 
eration, 100° effectiveness is 
anticipated for there are too many 
ways in which ducats can be se- 
cured. It’s felt, however, that the 
code would stop many evils in ticket 
selling and the average patron would 
find it easier to attend the theatre. 
Brokers do not seem partial to buys, 
some being willing to take a chance 
at being stuck with a bad invest- 
ment. However, the committee feels 
that by ruling out buys the main 
excuse for high prices, to even up 
on unsold ticket loss, would be elim- 
inated. Boxoffice men on the whole 
appear to agree that buys are not a 
necessary part of show business. 
They say a buy may help for a short 
time but such deals cannot make a 
hit out of a mediocrity. 


Cut-Rate Penalty Out 
Washington, May 17. 
Penalty on cut-rate theatre tickets 
gees into the discard June 30 now. 


Abbey Players, National, 

Washington. 
+ — Boy,’ Biltmore, Los 

Angeles. 

} ’7 hone N s, Shubert 
SHUBERTS RELINQUISH — Boston 7 ey cad ‘i 
‘ 5] EA : ween rapier ar jas - 
BACHELOR T0 TH TRE ager Be ae Mae 


'over from the Shuberts by the man- dith-Lillian Gish), Forrest, 

asement of the Lyceum theatre, N. Philadelphia. 

Y.. to which the show recenfly | ‘Tobacco Road,’ Erlanger, 

moved from the Playhouse, Play had Philadelphia. 

been advertised to close last Satur- ‘Victoria Regina’ (Hele n 

day (14). Deal only goes for the Hayes), Curran, San Francisco. 

balance of the Lyceum date, Shu- ‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 

berts planning to send the show on Locust, Philadelphia. 

tour next season. ‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Continuance into the summer is| White, Fresno, (16-17); Aude, 

dependent on business which perked Sacramento, (18); Aude, San 

early this week. Carl (Doc) Hunt re- Jose, (19): Aude, Oakland, 

mains as company manager. Report- (20-21). 

ed that the cast has taken a cut in ‘You Never Know’ (Lupe 

salaries, with several cast replace- Velez-Clifton Webb), Grand 

ments made. Richard Temple went | Opera House, Chicago. 


ea 





Control Plan 





Current Road Shows 


Week of May 16 








apolis, (19-21). 


‘Bachelor Born’ has been taken ‘Star Wagon’ (Burgess Mere- 








in for Aubrey Mather and Marcella | 
Swanson took over Proebe Foster's | N 
part, FTP CONSIDERS PLANS 

Picture version of the play has | 
been made in England but not yet 
shown It’s titled ‘The House- | 
master.’ which was the original label 
of the stage version, now running in 
London. 





here. 
Federal Theatre Project is con- 


sidering bringing its ‘Haiti’ from the 
| Lafayette theatre, Harlem, downtown. 


| Project heads will either do that or 
; send the show on tour within a few 
~ | weeks, it’s indicated. 
Despite reports that 
managers seek to take over the show 
| for Broadway, project heads say 
) | they have received no such offers. 


LEGI 


Mixed-cast play has been grossing 
about $2,000 a week at 55c top in 
the Harlem 1,163-seater. 


Biz has been so good, in fact, 
| that patrons wanting desirable seats 


| 
| have been getting them through the | 


| ticket brokers. According to project 

execs, there’s no way of preventing 
the agencies from acquiring the 
pasteboards. 


New York’s Greater Fund Founda- 
tion, a charity movement, whose ob- 
jective is to raise $10,000,000, has ap- 
pealed to legit for $33,000. Reason 
for the movement was set forth by 
Winthrop Rockefeller at a luncheon 
Monday (16). Representatives of all 
divisions of show business were in- 
vited 

General appeal by the foundation 
is for every wage earner to donate 


Seattle Civic Rep’s 
5 Plays This Summer 


Seattle, May 17. 


FOR ‘HAITI’: TOUR SEEN 


commercial } 





/ 


Wednesday, May 18, 1938 





Plays on Broadway 





I MARRIED AN ANGEL | 


Musical in two acts (11 scenes) by Richard 
| Rodgers and Lorenz Hart, adapted from the 
presented by 
Stars Dennis King, 

Sexal, Walter 
Christie, Charles 
Joshua Logan, Set- 


| Hungarian by John Vaszary; 
| Dwight Deere Wiman, 
| Vera Zorina, Vivienne 
| Slezak: teatures Audrey 
| Watters. Staged by 
ltines. Jo Mielziner; dances, George Bale 
anchine: costumes, John Hambleton; 
| orchestra direction, Gene Salzer; orchestra- 
| tions, Hans Spialek, At the Shubert, Ni Ses 
May 11, °S8, $4.40 top ($6.60 opening). 





Richard Rodgers music. Their own 
book adaptation from the Hungarian 
John Vaszary’s play is equally dis- 
tinguished. 

The background is Budapest and 
scampers all over the Continent, not 
without considerable good humor and 
not a little seriousness in its satire, 
as witness the Honeymoon Ballet, 
where the League of Nations in the 
Geneva Zoo is_ choregraphically 


satirized. 

Casting is tiptop. Dennis King 
showing to excellent advantage, is 
the Hungarian banker, who would 
only marry an angel. Whereupon 
the cherubic Vera Zorina drops from 
the skies, only to lose her wings on 
the morning following her marriage, 
Vivienne Segal, no longer primaine, 


| stands out as the No. 1 comedienne, 


| 


| Matae ROO cs ccc ce ccciaceeeeas David Jones 
TWo Guests. .ccccsncecsscceces Dunham Bros, 
'Olwa MaGayn....scccccces .»»-Hene Damur 
| General Lucash.........2 Morton L, Stevens 
PORT OOP CCTOT TC CCT Te. Arthur Kent 
Peter Mueller os Charles Walters 
Count Willy Palaffi.......-. .Dennis hing 
Countess Peggy Palaffi..... Vivienne Segal 
}Anna Murphy...cccrcocceces Audrey Christie 
Pee cc cade oe eben ee@awen Vera Zorina 
Justice of Peace -Arthur hent 
Valet de Chambre Seeuceweee David Jones 
Femme de Chambre...Marie Louise Quevli 
Modiste - Ruth Urban | 
Ist Vendeuse Janis Dremann 
“4d Vendeuse Marcella Howard 
Harry Mischka Szigetti .Walter Slezak 
Duchess of Holstein-Kuhhoff 
Katherine Stewart 
Se so SPT err err error. David Jones 
a Cerne ree -Arthur Kent 
Ist Stenographer.....eceee: Barbara Towne 
“da Stenographer..... ‘ ‘ .. Sylvia Stone 
Lucinda ..Marie louise Quevli 


Clarinds Janis Dremann 





PIN es eee Mareella Howard 

| FROGMTONG. «ccccséecostvesocouss Barbara Towne 

P Seremella ..ccccccccceseveess Sylvia Stone 
AVARMOTER. . cceccsovcensecesess Dianna Gaylen | 
PUNE 2sctueendaaasee eee Althea Iclder 
Premier Danseur .Charles Laskey 


‘I Married An Angel,’ the newest 
musical comedy hit on Broadway, is 
definitely boxoffice and, from the 
trade aspect, a departure from 


musical comedy technic that is bound | 


| to have its impress on future produc- 
tions. It’s the first attempt at blend- 
ing the kaleidoscopic camera sweep 
in filmusicals with the exigencies and 
limitations of legit presentations. 
As a result, with the use of tread- 
mill seenery, compact production 
and deftly dovetailed sets and drapes, 


it's a fast-moving, episode libretto | 
Which, for all its quick shift of 
scenery and impressionistic back- 
ground, is by no means fragile. 


Backgrounds move on and off, yisible 
|to the audience, and it’s all very 
neatly held together by an arresting 


| sical’s 


| Close runnerup is Audrey Christie 
| whose song, ‘At the Roxy Music Hall” 


with its 
flash—socks 


attendant 


production 
the show 


over. Walter 


| Slezak, in the comedy division, is the 


fourth stellar member, and Charles 
Walters, split from his erstwhile 
dancing partner, Dorothy Fox, is a 
corking juve in the feature division. 
Charles Laskey, premier danseur, is 


| also effective. 


Metro, which has owned the mu- 
screen rights for some sea< 
sons, awaiting Dwight Deere Wiman’s 
stage production, has a sturdy screen 
script in the premise of the ‘angel! 


who, naively, telling the truth ta 
everybody, almost ruins her hus- 
band’s business. She finally learns 


the arts and foibles of Budapest so- 
ciety and does a little gracious lying 
to ultimately save the da. 

The book has some 
log, too. Some of it is a bit 
but frankly modern in the main and 
thoroughly acceptable. Despite the 
Budapest background, the dialog and 
lyrics are replete with cafe society 
wisecracks, such as ‘playing check- 
ers with A. C. Blumenthal,’ ‘that 
great composer, J. J. Shubert’ and 
the Peoria road company of ‘Blos- 


excellent dia- 


saucy 


|som Time’ (wherein Miss Segal first 


i} met Slezak 15 


| book and a dandy Rodgers and Hartt | 


score. Lorenz Hart's lyrics, besides 
having their standard literation, are 
suavely blended with the neat 


Inside Stuff—Legit | 


i 


years ago, 


that Shubert 


when she 
starred in operetta), 
etc. 
There 
one of 
well in 


are several hit potentials, 
‘em, the title song, already 
the air. ‘ll Tell the Man in 


(Continued on page 53) 


Publication last week of Eugene O'Neill's wire lenying a break with the 
Theatre Guild revealed for the first time that the outfit has an option on 





not | 


one day’s pay. Since show busi- Seattle’s civic theatre, the Reper- 
ness is seasonal and those it em- tory Playhouse, for its seventh an- 
ploys nate not always on & payroll, ;nual summer drama festival, will 
1 modification was decided upon. open June 14, through July 16. Add- 


There's to be no 
the 


blackjacking and 
League of New York Theatres 
will advise managers of the one day’s 
pay idea, but will suggest each con- 
tributor give what he can afford. 
League also will ask the stage 
union leaders for permission to so- 
licit their members. Monday’s gath- 


ering was fairly representative but! 


spokesmen from the stagehands and 
musicians’ unions were unable to 
attend. Several showmen, including 


spokesmen for actors (Equity), auth- | 


ors, ticket brokers, scenic artists and 


costumers’ unions, promised to co- | 


| Shows Out 


operate in collecting the quota, 


‘True or False’ Waxers 
For Canadian Markets 


Montreal, May 17. 

J. Walter Thompson Agency is 
spotting ‘True or False’ transcrip- 
tions, sponsored by J. B. Williams 
| Shave Cream, it: Winnipeg, Hamil- 
/ton, Calgary and probably Ottawa 
beginning July. 

Live show is piped into Montreal 
only, permission being 
from the F.C.C. monthly owing to the 
fact that the Mutual Broadcasting 
System has no outlet here. 





| 

| . . 

Pilgrimage Play Out 
Los Angeles, May 17. 


This summer's production of the | 
Pilgrimage Play, founded by Chris- 


tine Wetherill Stevenson in 1922, has 
been 
plained. 

George L. Eastman, head of the 
association that produces it, said the 
play would be resumed 
take advantage of the San Francisco 
fair tourist trade. 





that Congress finally has agreed on 

provisions of the tax-revision bill. 
Under the modification, the 10% 

bite will apply to actual sale price 


necessary | 


abandoned for reasons unex- | 


in 1939 to} 


ing a fourth play to the usual three, 
the productions scheduled are: ‘Boy 
Meets Girl,’ ‘Taming of the Shrew,’ 
| ‘Julius Caesar’ in modern dress, and 
| ‘Aristocrats.’ 

‘Boy Meets Girl’ is a revival from 
| last fall. 
| Hollywood enjoyed such success that 
standing room was being sold the 


j > . ° 
| closing night of the show. For classi- | 


cal comedy, the famed Washington 
| State Theatre’s fall production, ‘Tam- 
ing of the Shrew,’ was chosen, 





| ‘Hooray for What!’ will close at the 


| Winter Garden, N. Y., Saturday (21) | 


| after playing 25 weeks. Show stood 
| up very well during most of the run 
with the average over $2,000. Total 
gross will be about $360,000. Recent 
going not so good and was not listed 
| as a summer possibility. 








HOORAY FOR WHAT 
Opened Dec. 1, 1937. Ed 
Wynn musical was given a nod 
of apvroval by all first-string- 











ers. Celeman (Mirror) said, 

| ‘Heeray for Ed Wynn and 
‘Hooray for What.’ Laugh 
tonics supreme.’ Anderson 
(Journal-Am), ‘It’s grand fun.’ 

Variety (Ibee), ‘Should be a 

|| stayer.’ 

| 

| ‘Mice and Men’ goes off at the 


Music Box this Saturday (21) also. 
Averaged $14,000 weekly during the 
|early months. After slipping con- 
siderably, attendance perked up with 


of 26 weeks, 
about $275,000. 


with a total take of 





OF MICE AND MEN 
Opened Nov. 25, 1937. Critics’ 
opinions foresaw success. Brown 
(Post), ‘Takes its place proudly 





The Spewack comedy of | 


the critics prize award. Engagement | 


the first two of the dramatist’s cycle of eight or nine plays. Was also taken 
to imply that the cycle is nearing completion much more quickly than 
had been anticipated. Now being predicted that the Guild may present 
at least one of the plays next season. 

| Message from the playwright was prompted by a query from Joseph 

Heidt, press agent for the Guild, calling attention to a statement in one of 

the columns and picked up by one of the daily dramatic pages. Story 
| was that O'Neill and the Guild had broken and that the dramatist in the 

future would deal with another management. 

Understood the incorrect report was started by a friend of O'Neill's, who 
recently spent three weeks as a guest at the dramatist’s home in Oakland, 
| Cal. Man in question is a w.k. New Yorker close to show biz. Before 

it had been edited O’Neill’s wire expressed amazement at how such a 


_ Story could have originated and contained several sharp statements anent 
‘malicious rumor mongers.’ 
| 


Alexander Woollcott, who likes to take a chance occasionally, lost a 
bet to a soclialite, the payoff being that he design an evening gown for 
| her. Being stuck, the former critic wrote Vogue asking its fashion editor 

to heip him out. His note read in part: ‘You see I don’t know anything 
; about dressmaking but I know what I like. I want the gown to be of 
| chartreuse crepe, with a great, walloping doodad of some ivory-white ma- 
terial and I want the white piped with black—remember the black piping! 
Without it the dress will be like an egg without salt.’ 

Emmy Ives, of the fashion mag gave the order to Bergdorf-Goodman 
and the result was to Woollcott’s satisfaction. He wrote her: ‘Have just 


seen the gown, It is superb. Would you consider designing me a pair 
of trousers?’ 








New York stagehands are still talking about James Brennan's defeat for 
re-election as president of the N. Y. Stagehands Union, Local No, 1, Inter 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees. Politics were believed 
to have been indulged in aplenty and reputed deals were said to have been 
| made in the event of an upset by his opponents. 

Robert Anstett, new president of the local, did not seem to be particu- 
larly anxious to be a candidate. As a condition to his acceptance of the 


nomination he insisted there be no change in business agents, both of 
whom were re-elected. 


‘The Women’ continues at the Barrymore, N. Y., although it twice had 
been announced as closing one and reading ‘positively last eight times.” 
Show’s operating nut has been reduced, some players, however, rejecting 
a salary cut, which gave them an out to leave. Ilka Chase has been re- 
placed by Alice Buchanan, who played her part on tour, Enid Markey 
is another to step out. 

Understood that it was through Margalo Gillmore, of the cast, that 

arrangements were made to keep the comedy open. 
Dwight Deere Wiman was a casualty when his ‘I Married an Angel’ 
opened at the Shubert, N. Y.. last week. He injured a foot when the 
show was trying out in Boston and witnessed the Broadway premiere 
from a wheelchair, which was spotted in a lower floor box, out of sight 
of the audience. 

Accident was similar to that of Fredric March's before he opened in 
‘Yr. Obedient Husband’ earlier this season. Wiman is okay, though, with- 
out having to go under an operation such as required for March. 


j rather than printed scale in the case precited aes front weune of the Actor in ‘Gentlemen Need a Rhewet a t stewed during tl Baltimore 
}of ducats peddled below the box- po cae oSerings. Athineon tryout and was replaced by the a ae ao Btn ee “ cede 
| office rates. Only applies to sales at (sees) Masterploce a the refused to file charges cuties tt ' <i mies staat aaa 
‘the wicket, specifically excluding ~~ Uae stage. Variety Number of Broadws ne Poe “er — a ; are ' 

y (Abel), ‘Dramatic sock.’ ‘ adwayites had an interest in the play but were nol 
avencies or speculators from the 


benefits of the change. 








known to the management, since those with pieces of it had sold parts 
j to others, 
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Doll s House’ $11,000, Tobacco’ $8,500, 
Take It $8,000; Wagon Opens, Philly 





Philadelphia, May 17. 

Torrential rains Friday and Satur- 
day (13-14) not only ruined some 
good potential grosses in the legit 
houses, but also made it impossible 
to judge the success or failure of the 
new low-price scales ($1.65 top) 
used by ‘Tobacco Road’ at the Er- 
langer and ‘You Can’t Take It With 
You’ at the Locust. 

Town's third legiter, the Jed Har- 
ris revival of Ibsen’s ‘A Doll’s House,’ 
being sixth and last ATS offering, 
benefited by the subscription founda- 
tion, but was also hit by the weather 
as far as regular b.o. trade was con- 
cerned. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Road Legit Grosses 





Estimated total grosses 
last week see .$153,000 
(Based on 13 shows) 
Total grosses same week 
last year 
(Based 


‘NEVER KNOW’ 
GETS $21,000 


$114,900 
on 9 shows) 














‘You Can’t Take It With You,” Lo- 
cust (5th week) (1,400; $1.65). Bad 
weather breaks made it difficult to 
judge success of new low scale; how- | IN CHI 
ever, $8.000 looked good under the 
circumstances; advertising ‘last 
weeks.’ 
‘& Doll’s House,” Forrest (2,600; Plas 
$2.75). With subscription founda- | 
tion to help, this revival had a fairly | Chicago, May 11. 
ood two weeks’ stay; rain pulled | With ‘You Never Know’ winding 
ast week’s trade down to $11,000. ; a 6 
‘Star Wagon’ opened last night up after three weeks in the Grand | 
(Monday). this Saturday (21), the loop will be 
‘Tobacco ey Erlanger (Ist | entirely shuttered as far as legit is 
week) (1,800; $1.65 Started strong- | concerned. Will relight on May 30. 
ly and looks set és a stay, although | when ‘Pins and Needles’ comes into | 


this is its seventh engagement here; 
beat $8, 500. 


| the Grand for a stay. Beyond 
‘Pins and Needles’ booking 
nothing on the horizon 
season. Several shows 


e pli anned for summer 


TAKEIT $72,000, 22% 
ITH WEEK, S. F. 


there is 
until next 
which had 
tries here 





You Never new? on finishing 
ere will go to Des Moines for one 
a then back to Indianapolis for a 
three-dayer, 





| 


‘BOY’ PUNCHY $10, 000; 


” HELEN HAYES: NEXT, L.A. 


Los Angeles, May 17. 
Coast production of ‘Golden Boy, 
| Coast Francis Lederer, closed Sat- 
urday (14) at the Biltmore after two 
profitable weeks. 
June 6, when Helen Hayes moves in 
for three weeks with ‘Regina 
toria.’ 


| 


House is dark until | 


Vic- | 


Advance for this show is one of the | 


heaviest on record for Biltmore, mail 
orders having been piling up for past 
five or six months. 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘Golden Boy,’ Biltmore (C-1.656: 
| $2.75) (2d-final week). Trade held 
|fairly strong on second stanza for 


| ar ound $10,000, 


i through next Sunday (22) with 
_a Woman Wants,’ 


| 
| 


which just about 
| everybody a break. 
WPA 

‘Will Shakespeare,” Hollywood 
Pp layhous e. Debuts Friday (20). 

‘Allison’s House,’ Mayan. Continues 
‘What 
replacing May 26. 

‘What a Woman Wants,’ Mason. 
Opens tonight (Tuesday) for cus- 


gave 


|tomary two weeks. 


| 


the | 


| 


and heads east from that | 


Musart. 
a 10-day run. 


‘The Emperor Jones,’ folds 


Sunday (22) ae? ones : 


‘WOMEN’ $8 500, 
PINS $10,500: 
BOSTON 


Boston, May 17. 


‘Pins and Needles’ is doing a solo 


point. | Stand here this week and will have 
Estimate for Last Week |}exclusive edge on business again 
‘y N K <- tieed ied | next week, its third, final frame here. 
cai ou Never Kaow,’ Grand (2% | “The Women’ quit Saturday (14) 
: - | week) (1,300; $3.30). Picked up a | after four stanzas at the Colonial 
San Francisco, May 17. bit last week and got $21.000, good | ‘Star Sioer ee i. 
‘You Can’t Take It With You’ | in the face of general situation; one May 30, otherwise the local legit 
closed at the Geary, last week. | more week. | season is winding up 
Although engagement failed to| WPA pee Rett ae - 4 Week 
xrab the money expected, seven| ‘Big White Fog,’ Great Northern. | ) en eee eee 
stanzas these days isn’t anything to | Closed last week. ‘Anthony and | ‘Pins and Needles,’ Shubert (lst 
be sneezed at. ‘Murder Has Been Anna’ set to replace shortly, | week) (1,590; $2.20). Opening week 
Arranged,’ the FTP production at| ‘Spirechete,’ Blackstone. Getting | aided by special parties from the 
the Alcazar, held on for a third | fair play. left wing; typical Boston carriage 
week and closed Saturday (14). ee trade missing on this one; $10,500 
oti .w |for first canto, okay; slated for two 
ants Sar Senet Cream more, then to Chicago, May 30. 


Xen Cant Taxe at with vou CANDY PITCH IN N.Y. 
a oe wink LEGIT STOCK HOUSE 


with $7,000 in the till 
at the windup. 
WPA 
‘Murder Has Been Arranged,’ Al- 


cazar (1,269; $1.10) (3d week). In- Entre acte eunay: pitch is a new 
stead of remaining dark for a week | twist in a legit house, though fre- 
before opening of ‘Road to Glory,’ | quent in the old burly theatres. In- 


this comedy held on an extra week. | cident 


noted at the Fifth Avenue 
| Playhouse, N. Y. legit house, out- 
| side the theatrical district, last Sat- 

ABBEY PLAYERS $8, 300; bromyy (11), where Alexander Stann’s 
All Are Welcome,’ was put on by 

CLEVE SEASON ENDS Pecado ise new Alandon Acting 

Co. Pitchman explained from the 

| pit between acts that audience would 

be rewarded every Saturday night 
for their valued patronage with val- 





Cleveland, May 17. 

Last fortnight was almost a wash: | 
out for all houses. Irish population 
came to the rescue of Abbey Play- 
ers, who held their own at Hanna. 
Should have got more but for the 
Hermit club’s musical, ‘Hold Your 
Hats,” opening tomorrow (Wednes- | 
day) for four days, worked against | 
it. Local club comprises 800 promi- 
nent citizens too busy rehearsing | 
their annual show and selling tickets 
to give Dublin visitors any support. 


lighters, etc. 





Jersey WPA to Present 


Four Plays in Newark 
Newark, N. J., May 17. 
Anthoni Panenko, state director of 


Frederick de Cordova and Boots | WEA OSIM SHeMTe Freee, s- 
McKenna, both from Shubert offices, | P°UNCes two-week engagement, be- 


are handling production end for | ginning May 23 at the Shubert of 


Hermits. Show costing $17.000 and | four plays, ‘Ah, Wilderness,’ ‘Street 
is season's last legit offering. Fred- | | Scene,’ ‘Mississippi Rainbow’ and 
eric McConnell’s~ Play House also | ‘Devil's Disciple,’ each doing a split 
winding up spring semester with | week. 
‘French Without Tears’ in large the- | . 
atre, ‘Penny-Wise’ in small vne. al-| .C@Sts are drawn from — units 
fernating with ‘Comedy of Errors.’ | throughout the state. This is the 
Estimate fer. Last Week ‘first FTP showing in Newark in 


Abbey Theatre Players, Hanna 
(1,435: $2.20). Commendable $8.300, 
considering general slump. 


Helen Hayes Tops 306 
In Week on Coast. 


nearly a year. 


Bait for Roadshows 
Sacramento, May 17. 
Construction of a new community 
playhouse for road shows, stage pro- 
ductions and concerts has been rec- 





enemacnnenee | ommended by the local civic com- 
Oakland, Cal.. May 17. | mittee after six months investiga- 
Helen Hayes had another great | tion. Civic Auditorium is held too 
boxoffice stanza last week, racking large. 
up a corking gross of $30,700 in | ; _ os : ; 
seven performances. Played six Proposition will be laid before 
limes, opening Monday (9) in the. the city officials at a meeting May 23 
Auditorium, Portland, Ore.. and did | enamine 
the final show in the Civie Audi- | 
torium, this city, last Saturday night PASSES TROUPE TO KIN 
(14). Wooster, O., May 17 
Show moved to the Curran. San | ; 
Francisco, opening last night (Mon- Beth Kinsey, who for more than 
day ). 40 years toured the midwest with 
ee her dramatic stock and tent show. 
CARL FISHER SLICED has passed the troupe to a daugh- 
Carl Fisher, general manager for | te", Kathryn Kinsey, Company in- 
George Abbott. entered N. Y. Hos- augurated another summer tour 
pital last night and will undergo an | here April 30, under the name of 
appendectomy today (Wednesday ). the Kathryn Kinsey Kompany. 
Has been suffering mild attacks First week's biz here wes cupac- 
for some time. itv, with several straw houses. 


uable gifts, lingerie, pajamas, cigaret | 


‘The Women,’ Colonial (4th-final 
week) (1,643: $2.75). Only current 
depresh prevented this popular piece 
| from staying longer and _ tallying 

higher; final week fair $8,500, 


MEREDITH-GISH 


$14,000, WASH. 


Washington, May 17. 


Cool weather gave a _ break to 
the town’s only legit, now battling 


|in eight performances for what may 


‘comedy did 


be last week of season, 
Estimate for Last Week 


‘Star Wagon, National 
week) (1,698; $2.50). Burgess 


(single 
Mere- 


|opened at the Shubert 


| was 
| with the weekly 
1000 or 
| strongest demand 


| 
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“Angel Soars to Bway Leadership, 
— Bouquets Only Incoming Prospect: 
Biz Off Further, Shows Folding 





B’way Legit Grosses 


Estimated total 
last week $217,500 
(Based on 22 shows) 
Total grosses same week 
last year 
(Based on 


grosses 


$213,500 


20 shows) 











Broadway has a new 
musical, ‘I Married an 


in the 
Angel,’ which 
last midweek 
press Attendance 
capacity from the jump, 
indicated pace $28.- 
Agencies report the 
on the verge of 
summer for a musical in years. 
‘Angel’ about 
| tion activities for the season 
other musical is readying, ‘The Two 
Bouquets’ dated to debut at the 
Windsor (formerly 48th Street) May 
31, but there are no more shows 


leader 


to an excellent 


over 


more. 


washes up produe- 


One 


new 


due, except WPA-ers. June is bare 
of incomers, nor is there any listing 
for July. Merely possibilities are in 
the ofting. 

Business sagged further last week, 
‘even the leaders being distinctly 
nicked. Weather was favorably coo} 
but heavy rain Saturday night 
| washed out the window sale. ‘I'd 


| Rather Be 


| first time. 


Right’ was included in the 
|slump, dropping under $20,000 for the 
It had topped the list in 


|}gross since opening at the Alvin. 
Should improve at the Music Box, 
where it moves Monday (23). 

There was a change in the hold- 


‘Of Mice and Men’ calling it quits at 
the Music Box. Leads in the latter 
show. one of the prize winners, | 
| would not continue into summer, | 
otherwise it might have remained. 
| Some doubt about ‘Washington Jit- 
| ters sticking at the Guild, and Sat- 


over possibilities as the result of de- 
creasing attendance. Several shows 
which were rated for summer stay 
are now listed as doubtful, and 
whether they will stick after next 
week depends upon the going this 
stanza. 

Two run shows are going 
boards this week, ‘Hooray for 
stopping at the Winter 


off the 
What!’ 
Garden and 


urday (21) may 

drawals. 
Revival of ‘Heartbreak House’ at 

the Mercury proves well supported 


see additional with- 


|} enough for the group to change plans 


and 


instead of splitting 
with ‘Caesar,’ latter show has been 
shifted to the National. Each presen- 
tation is playing eight performances 
weekly for a limited period. 

‘The Man From Cairo,’ Broadhurst, 


the week 


;one of the few late spring arrivals, 
| showed some life last week and may 


| week) 


. * i€ < ag ! engagemen ‘oO! tinu- 
Plavers doing seven different shows | f management, engage t con 


‘lack of air cooling. ‘Star Wagon’ 
|found the intelligentsia turning out | 
nicely. Current are the Abbey 


dith and Lillian Gish, plus play’s rep | 


and cool weather 
mately one 


netted approxi- 


“CAN'T TAKE IT’ $9,500; 


NEWARK SEASON ENDS 


Newark, Mav 17. 
Shubert theatre closed its season 
with a bang. ‘You Cant 
with You,’ with a cast that got high 
praise from the crix, hit one of the 
tops for the season. Current week 
house in darkness. Federal Theatre 


comes in next week with ‘Ah. Wil- 
derness’ and ‘Street Scene’ doing split 
week. 
Estimate fer Last Week 
‘You Can't Take It with You,’ Shu- 
bert (single week) (1.960: $2.20). No 
cut rates for this engagement, and 


splendidly. $9,500; sea- 


son is wound up. 


Brothers to Wed 


Jo Mielziner, scenic 
marry Jean MacIntyre, 
His brother, Kenneth 
eastern play editor for 
marry Mary Phillips, 


RINGER FOR MARY 


designer, will 
legit actress 
MacKenna 
Metro, will 


actress 


Los Angeles, Mav 17 
Mary Martin, radio singer and 
dancer, will play a Jeading role in 
the musical production, ‘Ring in the 
New.’ mapped to open on Broadway 
in the fall. 


Lawrence Schwab producing. 


Take It, 


stay. No openings this week. while 
next week is limited to a WPA re- 
vival of ‘On the Rocks,’ Daly's. 


Estimates For Last Week 


‘Bachelor Born.’ 
(C-957; $3.30). 


Lyceum (17th 


With change 


ing; affected by 
heavy rain like others; 


Saturday's (14) 


last week. 
‘Golden Bey,’ Belasco (29th week) 
(C-1,000; $3.30). Not so confident of 


summer holdover, 
enter that period; 
last week. 
‘Hooray For What,’ Winter Garden 
(25th week) (M-1.671; $4.40). Final 
week; held very good puce until re- 
cently, when takings dropped; un- 
der $15,000 last week. 
‘I Married An Angel,’ 


but will probably 
eased off to $9.000 


Shubert (2d 


week) (M-1,387; $4.40). Broadway's | 
new leader; pointed to $28.000 o1 
better; after fine press, drew turn- 


away attendance and topped $18,000 


in five pertormances. 

‘I'd Rather Be Right.’ Alvin (29th! 
week) (M-1,.955: $440). Hus been 
easing off, but a sure thing for stum- 
mer entry: moves to Music Box next 


Monday (23); last week dipped 
towards $18,000 level. 

‘Of Mice and Men,” Music Box 
(26th week) (D-1.019; $2.75). Final 
week; played virtual seuson to fairly 
strong grosses most ol thie way 
around $10,000 lately 

‘On Borrewed Time,” Loneucre 
(1Gth week) (D-1.019: $23.305. Unde: 
pace of early big month but still 
very good and goes into the sum- 
mer period; $12,000 approximated 
last week. 

‘Our Town,’ Morosco (16th week) 
(D-961; $3.30) Climbins teudily 
and figured vetting top gross amor: 


straight plays, which is unusial 
a Pulitzer + $15.006 


‘Man From Caire,’ 


fo 
inner: 


Sroudhurst (« 


week) (D-1,116; $3.30). With cuit- 
rate aid first full week rated srourn 
$5,000; may pick wp this wee 
‘Roem Service, Cort (53d weeks 
(C-1.064: $2.20). Passe the ea 
mark tomorrow (Thursdays: picwee 
up last week with pop scale nelping 
io better $7,000: profitable evel 
‘Shadew and Substance’ Colas 
(ljth week) (D-769; $3.30). Aiea 


+ 


around $6,500 | 





of the prize plays; affected at box- 
office Saturday (14), but no come 
olaint about the week's takings 
$10,500. 

‘Susan and God,” Plymouth (23a 
week) (CD-1,106; $3.30). Still held- 
ing to goodly taking: with last 
week’s gross quoted at $14.500 

‘The Women,’ Jarrymors (73d 
week) ¢C-1,048; $2.20) After be 
announced to close twice envave- 
ment vain extended some cast 
chanve lightly over $8,000 hast 
week, 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (232d 
week) (C-1,107; $1.65). Management 
no longer estimating length of stay, 
but run leader still making a liitle 
coin: around $5,000. 


‘You Can’t Take It With You.’ 
Booth (75th week) (C-708: $3.30), 
Run laugh show earning profit stead- 


ily, though under early spring paee; 
$8.500. 

‘Washington Jitters, Guiid (3d 
week) (C-914; $3.30). On week-to- 
week basis; subscripton tickets 
about washed up; last week claimed 
around $9,000; may fold Saturday 
(21) 

‘What a Life,’ Biltmore (6th week) 
(C-991; $3.30). Some improvement 


last week; helped to $6,500 by par- 
ties; readying cast lineup for road 
company to go out early in fall 
‘Whiteoaks,’ Hudson (8th week) 
(C-1,094; $3.30). Has been easing off 
with the field lately; earning fair 


profit, however, with last week again 
around $8,000. 

Added 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 

(24th week) (R-500; $2.75). Cutting 
down number of performances; sup- 
per trick, which had mostly union 
locals attending, has been dropped; 
rated around $9,000. 

Revivals 


‘The Circle,’ Playhouse (5th week) 
(C-879; $3.30). Under starting pace, 
but attendance’ satisfactory: last 
week slightly more than $10,000 

‘Heartbreak Heuse, Mercury (4th 
week) (CD-622: $2.20). Drawing 
very well and ‘Caesar’ shifted to Na- 
tionaal; around $5,500 estimated 

‘Julius Caesar, National 
week) (D-1.164; $2.20). Relighied 
here Monday (16) on full-week 
basis; had been splitting the week 
j}with other revivals; announced for 
four weeks. 


(20th 


WPA 
‘Trojan Incident,’ St. 
Week ). 
‘One-Third of a 
(19th week). 


(5th 


James 


Nation,’ Adelphi 


‘Prologue te Glory,’ Elliot (10th 
week ). 

‘Haiti,’ Lafayetie, Harlem (12th 
week ). 


BALTO STOCK 
FOLDS; $1,900 


Baltimore, May 17. 
Levit season here ended last Satur- 
day (14) night when the pup-price 
stock company folded at the Audi- 
torium after the third of a sched- 


| uled four-week gallop. Business had 


been low but when Sally Rand failed 
to draw last week the venture ex- 
pired, 

Series opened in fair style, 
Jean Muir and Philip Huston in 
‘High Tor.’ Second show was “To- 
night at 8:30,’ with Norma Terris. at 
a lessening pace, Miss Rand played 
last week in ‘They Knew What They 


with 


Wanted.’ Scheduled for this week, 
but ash-canned, was ‘Pygmalion,’ 


starring Sylvia Sidney. 

When things began to skid. Wil- 
liam J. O'Neil, producer of the series, 
tried unsuccessfully to round up ad- 
ditional local = coin. Two-week 
Equity bond was used to puy off szl- 
aries for the final fortnight. Arthur 
Sircom, who staged. walked out after 
a disagreement with O'Neil. There 
was some talk last week of laving 
off a week and then recpening 
the ‘Pymalion’ show, but the 

been dropped. 
Estimate for Last Week 


wi ‘h 


Mloa 


‘Thev Knew What They Wanted; 
Auditorium (stock) (1,575; $1.11). 
Sally Rand featured, but was no he!p 


ut the d.o 
nd the 
nea 


- measly $1.900 was no d.ce 
venture folded sans tne 
uled fourth week 


‘Room’ $5,000, M’w’kee 


Milwaukee. May 17 
Georxue Abboti’s touring ‘Room 
Service’ failed to ignite the b.o. here 
last week and pulled out Saturday 
(14) night for this week's dates in 
Madison, St. Paul and Minneapolis, 
j pe then fold 


Estimate for Last Week 


‘Reem Service,” Davidson (< nvle 
week) 61.500; $2.75). Disappointer in 
performances; in the red. zbeut 

yo OU 


1 8 OER Bro 


<i aa I 
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When Is a WPA Actor Not an Actor? 
Equity Probes, but Ends Up Puzzled 








A supplementary classification of 
acters in the WPA theatre project 
in N. Y. was sent to Equity last 
week, pertinent to a goodly per- 
centage of those whose professional 
standing has been questioned. | 
Equity’s WPA committee, which has | 
attempted to get action from the 
Federal Theatre anent ratings and 
also on the transfers of a few mem- 
bers to other white collar projects, 
appeared to be as much puzzled ovet 


the submitted figures as before. 
Newest list includes 1,307 pre- 
sumed players on the project, there 


being 502 whose pro standing is dis- 
puted, Stated by James R. Ullman, 
yf the project, that 209 are not mem- 
bers of stage unions but have pro-| 
fessional backgrounds. He conceded 
that another 106 are not profes- 
sionals. 

Other figures point to 992 WAP-ers 
who are union people, whose stand- 
ing not disputed. There are 838 
irama coaches and Equity wants to 
know why they are included on a 


is 


project designed for the relief of 
professional actors. In the most re- 
cent communication it’s stated two 


were dismissed for cause, 


Claim of the WPA that Equity has 
assented to including 10% of ama- 
teurs has not yet been cleared up. 
Frank Gillmore, who did much of 
the WPA contacting before leaving 
to handle the Associated Actors and! 
Artistes of America, says he has no; 
recolleciion of any such arrange- | 


ment. Also, that no one else around | 
Equity is aware of any such deal, 
nor does it show up in the corre- 


spondence. Understood that Hallie 
Flanagan claims such an arrange- | 
ment was made, after a discussion in 
which the WPA production depart- 
ment declared it is necessary to use 
young people in order to cast the 
plays with any effectiveness. 

Figures on additional Equityites | 
engaged by WPA from the relief, 
rolls are incomplete. Stated, how- | 
ever, that 20 out of 35 sent by Equity | 
for auditioning have been put on | 
payrolls and wiil be used in out of 
town spots, 

More than 600 Equity and 200 
Chorus Equity members have ap-| 
plied to the association’s relief com- 
mittee during the last six weeks for 
jobs with WPA, 

Edward Everett Hale has joined 
the committee in place of Margaret | 
Smith, who died last week. Others 
on the transfer committee with him 
are Joseph Kramm and Michael 
Cismey. 

There are 616 Equity members on 
the FTP in New York at the pres- 
ent time. Planned by Hale to try 
and continue the activities of the ad- 
ministration on behalf of FTP play- 
ers. Also to get an Equity deputy | 





| celebrated 


| after a limited stay. 


| Gillmore, Ex-Leader, 


To Open Equity Meet 





Frank Gillmore will 
Equity meeting, 
at the Hotel Astor, N. Y., May 
duri which the election of two of- 
ficers and a dozen council candidates 
will held. 
president several months ago to be- | 


open 


97 


mis 


ng 
iis 


be 


the | 
which will be held} 


Gillmore resigned as} 


9 Morrissey’s ‘Maneuvers’ 


In Summer Stand on Coast 
Los Angeles, May 17. 
Will Morrissey’s ‘Swing Maneuvers 
of 1938’ opens June 20 at the Wilshire 
jen theatre for what is planned as 
la summer engagement, with weekly 
changes of principals. Cast of 70 
will be used, with Elmer Beechler 
conducting the pit orchestra. Asso- 
'ciated with Morrissey is Billy West. 
Dave Bennet will handle production. | 
Irving Ackerman and George | 
Brown are turning out the score. 





INJUNCTION SUIT 
WON BY ‘PINS 


| 


come executive director of the As-| 
sociated Actors and Artistes of 
America. He has been with Equity | 
since its inception and the occasion | 
will be the 25th annual meceitng} 


lof the group. 


Gillmore wlil be presented with a} 
gift from Equity as a token of his | 
long service with the association. He | 
his 73d birthday last} 
Saturday (14). 

Although election of Arthur Byron 
and Bert Lytell as candidates for | 
president and vice-president, respec- 
tively, will not be contested, the | 
probably will not be 

as anticipated. Notice 


meeting 
quiet 


as 


has been given of controversial WPA 


matters to come up. 


NY. WPA Reacts 


To Complaints On 
Bway Invasion .* 


Reaction to the managerial pro- | 
| test against encroachment of WPA 


theatre project into Broadway is re- | 
ported at the project’s N. Y. head- 
quarters, although the complaint has 
not yet been formally presented. 
Understood that WPA heads have 
virtually decided to keep their forth- 


| coming musical, ‘Sing for Your Sup- 


per,’ outside of the theatre district. 

‘Trojan Incident.’ WPA-er, which’ 
came into the St. James and started 
the agitation, will close Saturday | 
‘Supper,’ how- 
ever, 
figured. Show would naturally suc- 


ceed ‘One Third of a Nation’ at the | 


Adelphi, but the latter has been ex- 
tended, and another spot for ‘Sup- 
per’ is being considered. WPA a 
pears to have decided not to rent 
more than one house on B’way. 
44th Street and 46th Street theatres 


| Ladies 


will not follow it there, as first | 


The | 


IN BOSTON 


Boston, May 17. 
Temporary 
of the title ‘Pins and Needles’ was 
refused by Judge Edward E. Hanify 
|here last week (12) to Joseph J. Jur- 
man, of Winthrop, Mass., who writes 
a column called ‘Pins and Needles,’ 
in the weekly Jewish Advocate. De- 
fendants were the _ International 
Garment Workers’ Union, | 
|Labor Stage, Inc., of N. Y., and the | 
| Shubert Holding Co., of Boston, 
| owners and operators of the Shubert | 
| theatre here, where ‘Pins’ has 
| playing. 
efforts Pee 


Jurman’s were 


A A’s Gives Choral 


Alliance Charter 


To AGMA, Ending Jurisdictional Row 











| 


| appeared 


}and Amelio Calolantoni, 
ants, 


‘Singer Sues 2 for $840 


In Op Promise Renege 





Seattle, May 17. 

Unusual suit for $840 has been 
filed here by Mrs. Mildred Pistono 
because she was not given alleged | 
promised chance to make her pro- 
fessional singing debut this spring | 
| with the La Scala Opera Company | 
| of Hollywood. Last November she 
with the Seattle Civic 
Opera here. Her stage name is Er- 
min Adams. 

In her complaint, Mrs. Pistono 
alleges she paid Roberto Carosanti | 
the defend- | 
$340 to aid in her debut. She} 


| asserted they were to use the money | 


injunction against use | pefendants 


| 


toward restraining the ILGWU’s pro- | 


iduction from using the title. Play 
| winds up a two weeks’ stay Satur- 
|}day (21). 

| 

sel for 
| Inc., 


the union and Labor Stage, 
argued that all defendants were 
improperly 
a misjoinder of parties 
cerned; that ‘Pins and Needles’ had 
: seven-month Gotham run without | 

Jurman objecting; that if any group | 
lof people had the right to employ | 
the title it was the garment folk, 
tailors of the nation, and that the 
|}cognomen was about as old as the 
garment trade itself, 

Speaking for the plaintiff, Albert 
|Hurwitz, lawyer, argued that the 
{name violated Jurman’s rights. Judge | 
Hanify ruled that an element of mis- | 
leading evidence would have to be 
presented for him to okay an in- 
junction, 


Was 


| 





- REFUND TO PHILLY AUD 
AS OP FAILS TO SHOW 





had been mentioned getting the relief | 


musical. 


Protest has been signatured by 14 | 


Philadelphia, May 17. 
Crowd of about 100 sat in the, 


served and that there); 
con- | 


Attorney George E. Roewer, coun- | 


| 


| that 


| worth 


| 


|for voice training and advertising. 
claim she quit taking 
lessons and thus was unprepared for | 
debut. In addition to the $340, she 
asks $500 damages. 


Beck Aide Pleads. 


Not Guilty in 4006 
Cash, Gem Thefts 


Lillian Saxon Schrein, until re- 
cently secretary to Martin Beck and 
manager of the Broadway legit the- | 
atre bearing his name, pleaded not | 
guilty in New York to the charge} 
she defrauded him of $50,000 | 
{through forgery. Miss. Schrein, | 
known in show business as Miss} 
| Saxon, and who was indicted on the | 
charges, also denied taking seeeey | 
over $12,000, belonging 
Beck’s daughter. Court continued 
her bail of $10,000. Her attorney, 
Gainsburg, contended that See | 
|Schrein pawned the gems at the| 
manager's suggestion and that Beck | 
'used the money for the theatre, also | 
for expenses when in Florida last | 
winter. However, the pawn tickets 
are said to have been dated late in 
March. 

Beck 1s reputed to have told 
friends that if the accused admitted 


| the alleged thefts he would not press | the Circle,’ 


other charges involving an amount 
which may reach $400,000. Gainsbur 


with Beck in his theatre and in other | 
stage ventures. Also, that she shared | 


in the profits, indicating she had the| cording to the present plan. 


| principals, 
| let, 


' understood 


| . 
, & of season will be revivals and will 
claims Mrs. Schrein was associated | 


Charter of the Grand Opera 
Choral Alliance was revoked Mon- 
day (16) by the national board of 
the Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America and given to the Amer- 
ican Guild of Musical Artists. Ac- 
tion grew out of charges brought 
against each other a week ago. Came 








after several months of efforts to 
bring about a merger of the two 
organizations. 

Revoked charter represents the 
American Federation of Labor's 
jurisdiction over chorus singers in 
opera. Since the Four A’s is the 
| AFL-chartered international, cover- 
|ing all performers in show biz, it 
| was the governing body in the dis- 
pute. 

With takeover of opera chorus 
representation, AGMA now has ju- 


risdiction over all artists, including 
stage managers and bal- 
as well as the choristers. This 
follows the general Four A’s policy 
of giving all jurisdiction in a single 
performer field to one organization. 

After months of fruitless negotia- 
tions toward a combination of GOCA 
| with AGMA, the former group last 
| week filed charges against the latter 


| for ‘trespassing’ on its jurisdiction. 
AGMA replied by filing counter 
charges that GOCA had failed to 


organize the opera chorus field prop- 
erly and demanding revocation of 
ithe charter. It's been indicated 
GOCA intends carrying an appeal 
to the AFL or taking action in the 
courts. Thought likely it has little 


| chance of success in either move, 


issue blocking combo is 
to have been a closed 
shop for choristers, GOCA, which 
claims to represent about 190 of the 
opera singers, of whom there are 

Continues on page 51) 


DESIGN FOR 
38 STRAWHATS 


Principal 


Carlisle Smith will operate a 
strawhatter this summer at New 
London, Conn., opening late next 
month. Will be an Equity outfit, 
consisting mostly of younger play- 
ers 

Season will open with ‘Squaring 
‘Springtime for Henry’ 
to be the second offering. Balance 


have at least two tryouts. Two com- 
panies will be taken along. Full 
expenses, plus $5 a week salary, ac- 
Idea 


appointed in every Federal theatre! producers. with around 20 names ex- | darkened Shubert theatre here. 


right to endorse and draw checks on | js to present the two new plays on 
company in the U.S. pected. It will be sent to Harry! Wednesday (11), demanding its | 


his account. Attorney further re-| Broadway next season. When the 
marked in court that Beck’s ‘indul-| players come back to New York in 
gence in peccadilloes’ resulted in his the fall, all will be carried on full 




















Hopkins, national administrator of | money after opera, sponsored by the | 
Faust,’ ‘Bluebir d? WPA, with copies also to Hallie | Columbia Opera Co. failed to go| 
Wilder Play Set For 
Reinhardt Festival 





Hollywood, May 17. 
Max Reinhardt’s Summer Festival | 
program in Hollywood will comprise 
two outdoor spectacles and one play 
to be staged indoors. 
Season will open in July at the 


Pilgrimage Play theatre with ‘Faust.’ | 


Second spectacle is ‘The Bluebird,’ | 
skedded for the Hollywood Bowl, 
for 

Play to be presented is now being 
written by 
of ‘Our Town,’ 1938 Pulitzer 
winner, 

To train talent for the three pro- 
ductions, Reinhardt has established | 
a workshop in the old KNX studio, 
where he’s assembling producers 
and directors from the picture stu- 
dios 


prize- 





Chi Op Loss 176 


Chicago, May 17. 
Lowest deficit in history of Chi 
cago opera was the loss of $17.547 
listed for the 1937 season of the Chi- 
cago City Opera. This brings ac- 
crued deficit for the three seasons 
of the company to $71,376. 
Expenditures for season 
352,137, of which $218,609 went for 
talent: 
staff, aud $33,476 for administrative 
expenses. 





which Reinhardt is rood Bowl 


were | 


51,275 for stage and house | 


} Flanagan and George Kondolf. 
{ 


|on as scheduled, After waiting near- | 


teorge Abbott declined to sign the |ly three hours the opera co., which | 


| protest, stating he thought WPA was 
‘helping the theatre by educating a | 


new audience, particularly in attract- | 
ing people to the moderate-priced | 
theatre locations. Other showmen 
said Abbott missed the point of the | 
| objection and that the protest is not 
against the project's activities, but 
| against entering into 
with commercial theatres by operat- | 
ing directly in the legit district. 


GALLO OPERA $40,000 
FOR 13 SHOWS INN. Y. 


San Carlo Overe 5 Ce. completed a 
| 13-performance date at the Center, 
N. Y.. Sunday (15) night. gross ap- 








hornton Wilder, author | 


proximating $40,000 at $1.99 top. De- | 


spite heavy rainfall, 

ing, performance 

turnaway. 
Fortune 


Saturday 
was given 


even- 
to a 


Gallo, who operates the 
pop opera outfit, cancelled Boston, 
which was to have followed. Un- 
derstood a mixup in the Hub was 
the reason. Troupe may play Cleve- 
land instead. 


Settle Monteux Alimony 


May 17. 
ainst San 
conductor, 


San Francisco, 
Old alimony suit ag 
Fragicisco Symphony 
Pierre Montcux, 
Mrs. D. Benedictus, has been 
dropped from calendar at request of 
| her attorney. 
Possibility 


of out-of-court settle- 


|ment of long-pending $4,203 claim is | 


‘seen, 


competition | 


by his former wife, | 


was skedded for two weeks, 
good on 
tickets, 

Opera was supposed to.onen May 
but was called off because the 


made 
about $1,000 worth of 


9, 


house refused to renew its $500 the- | 


latre license, which had run out a 
few weeks previously. Without 
other bookings, it figured two weeks 
of light wasn’t worth the invest- 
| ment. 


| Columbia company promoters an- 


; nounced money would be returned | 


|p. m. before a draft arrived from 
New York for the payoff. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Helen Coburn, Mordecai Bauman. 
Olive Deering, Howard de 
| Leonard Elliot, Jane Lauder, John 
Glenn, Ruth Nelson, Norman Lloyd. 
Louis Polan, Amelia Romano, Martin 

titt. Ben Ross. Joan Woodruff. Blix 
Ruskay, Ruth Yorke, Green Mansions 


Grouv Playhouse, Warrensburg, N. Y. 
(resident company). 

Margaret Curiis. Walter Cov. 
Lauren Gilbert. George Bolton 
Kat hryn Grill. Donn G lenn, Farragut 
Players, Rye Beach, N. H. (resident 
company ), 

Franz Bendtsen. Alice John. John 
VYosburgh, Starlight Theatre, Pawl- 
ing. N. Y. 

Philip Huston. Oito Hulett. Cave 


Playhouse, 
company.) 


Dennis, Mass. 


| Walter Wagner, Red Barn Thea- 
}tre. Locust Valley, N. Y. (resident 
company. } 

Hume Cronyn. Patricia Palmer. 


vp 


oom Service’? 


| 


| Wednesday, but when the crowd ar- | 
rived at about 2 p. m., there was no 
e coin in the cage. It was about 5 


Silva, | 


(resident | 


niece by marriage being a victim 
of the charges. 


Allegations by Mrs. Schrein, wife 


of Bert Schrein, Beck’s nephew, and! 
| mother of two children, that she paid | 


$20.000 to a federal aztent in admis- 
sion taxes, is reported to have start- 
ed an investigation by the Internal 
Revenue Department, N. Y., 
/money was said not to have been 
‘credited to the theatre. 


reported to have gone ov erboard | 
financially through losses on race 
' bets, 





Add: Strawhats | 


as the! 


Accused is! 


Equity minimum salaries until the 
| plays open. 
| Series of subscription lectures is 
planned for Sunday nights during 
| the strawhat season, with Eugene 
| O'Neill and Brooks Atkinson, drama 
crick of the New York Times, an- 
nounced as speakers. Spiels will be 
gratis to the thespers. 

Carlisle is described as a wealthy 
legit fan. Reported he'll finance the 
strawhatter himself, but has Metro 
-backing for the subsequent Broad- 
| way venture, 


‘Fool’s Hill’ Tester 


Theatre Guild’s play, ‘Fool's Hill,’ 


| will be tried out this summer at the 


Dutchess County Plavers. 
College, Poughkeepsie, N. 
30. 

Mary Young Theatre, Centerville, 
Mass., July 1. 

Morris County Playhouse, 
pany, N. J. 

Chapel Playhouse, Guilford, Conn., 
June 27 

Priscilla Beach theatre, Plymouth, 
Mass., June 20. 

Woodstock Plavhouse. Woodstock 
N. Y. Robert Elwyn. July 1 | 

Marshfield Playhouse, Marshfield, 
Mass. Lucia Robinson 

Point Pleasant theatre, Pt. 
ant. N. J. 

Barnstormers, Tamworth, N. 
July 4. Francis G, 
Edward Goodnow. 
Lake Placid Players, 
Y., July 26. 
Peterborough Players, 
N. H. June 29, 9 
Guild, Cincinnati, 


Vassar 
Y., June 


Parsi- 


Pleas- 


H., | 
Cleveland- 


Lake Placid, 
NT 


Peterbor- 
weeks. 

O., June! 

i 


ough, 
Actors 


23. 


Cumberland Hills theatre, Cumber- 
land Hills, R. I, for a possible fall 
production on Broadway. John Call 
will be in the try and in under op- 


tion to the Guild for the fall, if and 
| when. 
Call will also repeat his ‘Father 


Malachy’s Miracle’ part in a produces 
tion of the play at Westport and Mt. 
_(Continued on page 51) 


$175, 000 AL FRESCO 


PLANNED FOR CLEVE. 


May 17 
expansion 
fair, to 


Detroit, 
3.750,000 
Michigan state 
be provided through federal funds, 
calls for a 10,000-seat open air the- 
atre for use of al fresco opera and 


Ambitious 
program for 


musical events throughout summer 
season, 
New open-air theatre would cost 


around $175,990. 














® St. Martin’s Piace, 





‘WARIETY’S LONDON OFFICE, 
Trafalgar 


fquare 
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NEWS 








An Australian Argues in Vain 





Despite John Picard’s Strong Case, Equity Refuses 


Plea for Alien 





Despite a good argument by John 
Picard, Australian legiter, for more 
elasticity in Equity’s alien actors’ 


regulations, 





against the player due to the union’s | 


constitution. 

Picard 
rules were primarily aimed against 
the English and not British posses- 
sions. He said he came to America 
under the quota with the 
becoming natura Therefore, he 
argued the rules which stipulate a 
six-month lapse (exception; have not 
between engage- 


contended 


lized. 


been infrequent) 


ments and the payment of a percent- | 


of to Equity should 


not apply to him. 


ag earnings 

Council replied that, whatever the 
facts, cannot join Equity 
unless a Cl In former years, 
of Englishmen 
alien 


an actor 
tizen., 
there were ¢ number 


in Equity under a resident 


status. Because of pressure against 
the then-feared influx of Britishers, 
cuch loopholes have been closed and 
aliens can secure resident 
those who were over 
the rules went into 


no more 
except 
before 


status, 
here 
force, 

Picard further contended, 
ever, that there have been many 
more American actors in Australia 
than Australians in the U. S. Also 
that Australia has no rules limit- 
ing appearances of alien players, 
such as in England. He reminded 
the council that American profes- 
sionals also have an easy access to 
Canada and since the two countries 
have reciprocal deals, Equity could 
stretch the point to include Aus- 
tralia. 


Toscanini Nixes All 
‘New Salzburg’ Invites; 
Huddling with Royal: 


arn May 9 

Toscanini has put a final nix on 
helping organize a Salzburg festival 
outside of Germany, according to 
John F. Roval, program chief of Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co. Royal is in 
Paris after having seen Toscanini 
when in Palestine. Although many 
reports have been published to the 
contrary, Royal states the Italian 
maestro has no intention whatever 
of participating in anything that pre- 
tends to be a ‘new’ Salzburg. 

Since Toscanini revealed that he 
did not intend to return to the fa- 
mous ex-Austrian town, he has re- | 
ceived as many as 60 offers to lead 
a new festival. Monte Carlo, France, 
England, the Scandinavian countries, 
and the U. 
quests to 
Recently, at Monte Carlo, Bruno 
Walter stated he intended organizing 
a new festival and that Toscanini had 
told’ him he would follow Walter 
wherever 
festival. If any new festival is or- 
ganized the ‘new’ 
directing job should be Walter's since 
he and not Toscanini was the direc- 
tor at the old festivals. 

Toscanini has been directing a 
series of ‘workers’ concerts’ 


as 


to direct several concerts in England 
during the latter part of the month. 
From that time until his fall con- 
certs for NBC, he will probably rest. 
Royal and Toscanini have been work- 
ing out details for the winter’s work. 


During his stay in Paris, Royal 
has been organizing a series of 15 
exchange broadcasts between the 


U. S. and France, to start this month. 
One of the first programs will be the 
relay of the annual Gypsy ceremony 
at Orleans. Broadcasts from France 
will be announced in both 
and English. 


RETURNING TO STAGE 
Hollywood, May 17. 
Robert Morley, British actor com- 
pleting his first American screen job 
in ‘Marie 


Antoinette’ (M-G), is go- 
ing back to the stage in ‘Oscar 
Wilde, slated for Broadway in the 
fall 

He will visit his father in Eng- 
land before starting New York re- 
hearsals in August. 


that the alien 


intent of | 


how- | 


he chose to establish the | 


Salzburg, the | 


in Pal- | 
estine. After a visit to Italy he plans | 


French | 


— Elasticity 


Italian Legit Seen 
Aided by Forming 
Milan, Rome Cos. 


—_——__— 


Rome, May 8. 
making Italian 








| Big step toward 


legit less chaotis has been taken by | 


of 
one in 


two semi-stable 
Rome and the 
other in Milan, Companies’ contracts 
with the principals are for three 
years; secondary members will sign 
yearly. Debut for Roman troupe set 
for the Eliseo Dec. 1, 1938. After 
ijmonths at the Eliseo it 
Milan, while the Milan company 
comes here. Directors to be engaged 
|for each play. Jacques Copeau, now 


establishment 
| companies, 





four | 
will go to} 


| 


in Florence to direct a performance | 


for the May Festival there, will di- 
rect one of the plays for the Roman 
company. 

Milan group will 
mainly of principals in 
ticci-Adani company. Renzo Ricci 
will be general director, Other di- 
rectors to be pacted are Guido Sal- 
vini, Tatiana Pavlova and Anton 
Giulio Bragaglia. Copeau will direct 
a play in Milan, too. A new theatre 
is being built in Milan for its com- 
pany. 


be composed 
the 


existing | 


;de Vestal, 
| for 
| The 


ERVINE'S NEW 


PEOPLE’ A HIT 
IN LONDON 


—_--—_-— 


London, May 17. 


| ‘People of Our Class,’ St. John Er- 
| vine’s latest play, bowed at the New 
| Theatre May 11 to a very responsive 
audience. H. M. Tennent, Ltd., pre- 
sented the well-produced, splendidly 
acted play. Opened in Glasgow late 
in March and toured before London 
opening. 

‘Married Unanimously,’ feeble com- 
edy, opened May 11 at the Phoenix 
and exited May 14, 

‘Lady With Designs,” comedy- 
drama and thought unlikely, folded 
at the Ambassadors Saturday (14) 
after a fortnight. ‘Elizabeth la 
Femme sans Homme’ closed same 
day at the Haymarket. Had been 
transferred from the Gate, where it 
preemed as a privately shown bit be- 
cause of censor trouble. Had been 
| moderately successful English ver- 

pay by Yvette Pienne, of French 

ay. 








38 Strawhats 


(Continued from page 50) 


Kisco and will be in the musical, 
‘The Only Girl,’ at Clinton, Conn, 


S. have all sent him re- | 
organize a new festival. 





Rose Hobart at Elitch’'s 
Denver, May 17. 

| Rose Hobart and Kent Smith will 
| play the Jeads in the Elitch stock 
| this summer, with the season open- 
'ing June 11. Amusement park opens 
| May 14, with the Orin Tucker band 
in the Trocadero ballroom. 

Others in the stock company for 
the 12-week season will be Katherine 


Meskil, Frederic Tozere, Kathleen 
Fitz, Richard lxendrick, Leona 
Powers, Charles Dingle, Walter 
Baldwin and Helen Bonfils, of Den- 


ver. George Somnes, 
Miss Bonfils, 


husband of 
will return as director. 


Victor will again be scenic artist. 
This will be the 48th season for 
the Elitch theat +, thus being the 


oldest stock theatre in the world for 
continuous operation. It was opened 
in 1890 by John and Mary Elitch. 
Picked for production for this sum- 
mer are ‘“Tovarich’ the opener, 
followed by ‘Idiot's Delight,’ ‘Room 
| Service,’ ‘Yes. My Darling Daughter,’ 
’Brother Rat,’ “The Star Wagon, ‘Ro- 
mance,’ ‘Stopover,’ ‘Ghost of Yankee 
Doodle’ three others to be 
picked, gei its premiere at 
Elitch. 


as 


ana 
one to 


‘Double Feature.’ by Jos 
radio and legit player, w 
out at Provincetown, Mas 
goes to the Coast this week but will 

j return for the tryout. 


eph Julian, 
M] ae tried 


Julian 





U. S. ACTS BIG CLICKS 
AT OPENINGS IN LONDON 


London, May 17. 

Imported American show, which 
opened at the Palladium here yes- 
terday (16), had to beg off. Sue 
Ryan was biggest hit, with Estelle 
and LeRoy and Paul Remos’ midgets 
also splendidly received among six 
Yank turns, 

Harry Richman, with Holland and 


Hart, who are doubling from the 
Dorchester hotel, clicked also in 
opening yesterday at Holborn 
Empire, 


Cairo’ Too Dirty, 
French Author's 
Rep Sues Todd: 


Suit for a injunction to 


of 


temporary 
stop further performances 
‘The Man From Cairc 
opened May 4 at the Broadhurst, 
New York, was begun Thursday (12) 
in New York supreme court by Guy 
French actor and agent 
Yvan Noe, author of the play. 
suit is directed against 
Productions, Inc., and Michael Todd, 
producer of the American version. 
De Vestal, who played the lead in 
the French production, titled ‘Chris- 
tian,’ claims the Todd play is ‘lewd 
and suggestive’ and that the motif of 
the original had been entirely al- 
tered by Todd. 

The plaintiff avers he was ‘shocked’ 
when he saw Todd's play when it 
opened in Boston recently. He de- 
clares the producer ‘was seeking to 
satisfy a desire for sensationalism 
and was not interested in the moral 
beauty of Yvan Noe’s work. He 
wants the court to close ‘Man of 
Cairo’ unless the play is returned to 
its original version.’ 

In his answer to the suit Todd 
declares de Vestal is seeking revenge 
for having been turned down for the 
lead in the Todd play. While the 
latter admits the Frenchman is tal- 
ented he did not think he would fit 
into the American production. De- 
Vestal did the lead (Joe Buloff’s 
role) in French and English during 
last season’s tryouts. 


play, 


‘While I recognize that Yvan Noe 


|is considered one of the finest play- 





| for the closed shop. 


wrights in France,’ Todd says in his 


answer, ‘and that his plays are 
highly moral and dignified, I am 
certain the adaptation of ‘Christian’ 


in no way would alter his position 
with the French public unless, of 
course, the morals of the French are 
much keener and more sensitive than 
that of our American audiences, I 
admit the adaptation is in many 
ways different than the original but 
it is in no way offensive. It may well 
be that the French are a very sensi- 
tive and moral] race and situations 
and dialogue that offend them might 


| not necessarily offend the looser or 


more sophisticated American audi- 
ences that have viewed it so far.’ 
Justice Aaron J. Levy on Friday | 
(13) reserved decision on the matter 
after hearing arguments. 
Dan Goldberg, Chicago 
mugg, did the adaptation. 
it's not a publicity suit. 


4 A’s Charter 


(Continued from page 50) 


Todd says 








about 650, has steadfastly held out 
AGMA, on the 
other hand, maintains that a closed 


shop would be inimical to opera or 


the singing art and would be in- 
equitable to the majority of opera 
chorus singers. 

Members of the GOCA will be 


eligible to join AGMA without pay- 


ment of the usual initiation fee. 
Dues to GOCA are $12 a year, the 
same for the low-income. bracket 
(chorus singers) in AGMA. §Initia- 
tion fee for GOCA is $100. For the 
low-income group in AGMA, it’s 


normally $10 

With complete ju: 
all performers in the 
idered likely that AGI 
in better positi pre 
tract with the Metropolitan 


Co. Negotiatic to! uch a 


isdiction over 
field, it's con- 
IA will be 
a con- 
Opera 
pact 
time 
beer 


thought 


in to s {or 


ome 
Considerable progre: has 


but no wereement Is 


Cable Address: 
‘Telephon ne Temple Bar 5041- 5042 
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Lunt-Fontanne 


London, 


With their usual caution, 
managers are going wary 


May 10. 
West End 
on invest- 
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| 


the | 


which | 


Leon | 


| May 17 at the Lyric, and it is more 
than likely their season will be ex- 
tended. 

Gilbert Miller, whose activity has | 
been stemmed somewhat in London 
in the last year, is shortly bringing 
over an entire French con pany of 
players to do a short season of 
French repertory, probably at St. 
James’s theatre. Max Gordon's ‘The 
Women,’ originally bought by Al- | 
bert de Courville for West End pro- 
duction, will now be done by Jack 


ing in new productions in the next 
few months. What was Daylight 
Saving and really summery condi- 
tions in the offing, very few are ven- 
turing. But some are « ptimist Cc, 
figuring that the Scottish Ex on 
is bound to bring a number of 
visitors to Europe who will even- 
tually find their way to London. 
Among the venturers are Chark 

Cochran, who is staging a comeback 
to the West End after nearly two 
years. He is — \OsiINg a revue with 
the appropr > title of ‘Happy Re- 
turns.’ Ot or mportant event is 
the return of Lunt-Fontanne after 
jeight years. John C. Wilson is bring- 


ing them 
season in 


over for an eight 
‘Amphitryon 738. 


weeks’ 
opening 





BERGERE ORCH, 
ABBOTT TERP 
UNIT TO RIO 


— _— 


Rio de Janeiro, May 10. 


Current show at the Copacabana 
remains here for eight weeks, follow- 
ing which Maxmilian Bergere’s or- 
chestra, from the Versailles, N. Y., 
and the Muriel Abbott dancers, from 


Chicago, play a return engagement. 
Two troupes to reopen the new casino, 
which is being rebuilt. Current show 
comprises Baron and Blaire, dancers: 
Norma Gallo, solo dancer: Howard 
Brooks, magician, and Sally Gray, 
songstress. Booked by Henry Herr- 
man, of New York. 

Previous show, booked by Music 
Corp. of America, is en route back 
to America, and included Minor and 
Root, ballroom dancers, who topped 
it. 

The Urca Casino, closed for altera- 
tions, reopens May 20 with an all- 
British show of 48 people, booked by 
J. Mahoney, from London. The Bal 
Tabarin (Paris) revue was previ- 
ously set, but canceled at last minute. 

Casino Atlantico, also booked by 
the Henry Herrman agency out 
New York, has Florence and Alvarez 
headlining, plus Mermanos Williams, 





| 


acrobats; Miss Tamara, trapezist; 
Delia and Drego, mixed and 
Anito Del Rio, dancer, 
| from previous show. 


acros, 
held 


GABEL TO PRODUCE 


Carly Wharton and Martin Gabel 
have bought “The God Inness,’ by 
Helen Rovene Williams and George 
| Dowell, for fall production. Ruth 
Morris agented. 

Gabel is a 
cury theatre. 


legiter with the Mer- 
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over | 


‘Idiot's Delight Smasheroo, London: 
My Girl $16,000, ‘Operette’ 0.K. 156, 


Open ‘Amphitryon’ 


Courville 


having let 
his option lapse, due t« 


casting diffi- 


Estimates; $5 to the £ 
‘Banana Ridge, Strand 
m the money at $8,000, 
ries dis: 


(3d week), 
although Li- 


ippo nted 


‘Elizabeth,’ Haymarket (4th week). 
Not too hot at under $5,000, but get- 
ting out at that figure; likely to fold 
oon, as Stewart Watson. lessee of 
theatre, has just purchased Thomas 
Browne’s ‘Grand Slam,’ which au 
thor of ‘Plan for a Hostess,’ just 
completed (Show closed Saturday 

14; Ed.) 

‘French Without Tears,’ Criterion 
(79th week). Holding record for 
long run, and still in the money at 
$5,000; looks good for many more 
| months. 

| ‘Going Greek,’ Gaiety (33d week). 
Making money band over fist, doing 
$14.500, which is $3,750 on the right 
ide of the ledger 

‘George and Margaret,’ Wyndham’s 
(63rd week). Now on it’s last legs, 
ilthough a money maker f long 
Nae. Doing $4.000, which just 

Out LPuarantee figure 

‘sass maste: Aldwych (88th 
week ) On a t\vo-for-one ticket, still 
in the money at $5,000 per week, as 
there is practically no overhead; 
looks like going on indefinitely. 


“roe Delight,’ Apollo (7th week), 

the season and looks like run- 
Ini “thy well into the fall; Libraries first 
|deal for $35,000 on seven and half 
weeks was consumed in month, with 
inew deal of $60,000 for eight weeks 
| just concluded: biggest deal made 
for straight show in years. 

‘I Killed the Count,’ Duchess (10th 
week), Transferred from the White- 
hall to fair results. At $3,000 is still 
a profitable proposition. But will 
not stay much longer. Is on a two- 
for-one ticket 

‘Lady with Designs,” Ambassadors 
(2d week). In the flop class, and lin- 
gering at around $1,500, which means 
a loss; not a chance. (Closed Sat- 
urday—l4; Ed.) 

‘Me and My Girl,’ Victoria Palace 
(20th week). Very big at over $16,- 
1000, which measures up well with 
any musical in the West End; for out 
| of the way spot is really surprising; 
George Black wanted show as stop- 
he. for the Hippodrome, but owners 
|prefer to stay where they are; looks 
set for the year; doing 14 shows per 
week. 
‘Money Talks,’ Lyceum (1st week). 
|Does not look like it will hold out, 
{what with bad notices, which are 
justifiable, and unimportant cast 
\likely to linger for a while. But will 
lose money. 

‘Nine Sharp,’ Little (14th week). 
/One of the surprise hits of the sea- 
json, with cast on co-operative basis, 
icleaning up far more than _ they 
would have gotten in regular salary; 
sure to stay a good many months 
longer at present rate of $6,000, 
which is virtually capacity. 

‘Operette, His Majesty's (4th 
week). Noel Coward's latest is mak- 
ing money, despite adverse reports; 
has just completed new Library deal 
of $60,000, which should keep it in 
action for several months more; do- 
ling steady $15,000, making $2,500 on 
the right side of ledger. 

‘Plan for Hostess,’ St 








Martin’s (9th 


|week). Clicko at $7,500 per week; 
| little overhead; should linger for 
months. 

‘Pellissier’s Follies,” Sayville (1st 
|week). Good pre hould help this 
lone along, and with overhead not 
‘hefty can stay the distance for a 
| while; first week’s intake should ex- 
ceed $9,000. 


and Glory,’ Savoy (5th 
No good, and just lingering 
intake not 
to be re- 
currently at 
new revue 
and Magda 


| ‘Power 
| week ). 

on a two-for-one ticket; 
exceeding $2,000; likely 
|placed by ‘The Island,’ 
the Comedy, which has 
|starring Steve Geravy, 
Kun skedded to follow. 

| ‘Poison Pen,’ Shaftesbury (5th 
|week). Losing money: at $3.000 is 
$750 on the wrong side of ledger; 
cannot stay much Jonger. 





| ‘Robert’s Wife,’ Globe (23rd week) 
land still a moneymaker, with no sign 


of diminution: in the $10,000 mark, 


which is good profit: should stay till 
ithe fall, maybe longey, 
| “The Insect Play,’ Playhouse (3d 
week), This Capek revival means 
nothing, despite playing as a twoe- 
for-oner, and with little overhead; 
at barely $1,200 plenty in the red, 
‘The Island,’ Comedy (9th week), 
No overhead for th mail-capac ty 
nouse $4,000 vo-for-one 
ticket making ymme money; must 
vacate zz nake wa for Steve 
(;erayv- Magda Kun revue likely to 
nefer t e Sa i 
“The Merc hant pe Venice,’ Queen's 
(3d wet ) Lx te ners trade for 
John Gielgu part of actor Cli 2 
f val s¢ cn Nas been very 
ect 1c] : $9000. good 
d ( continue at this 
‘ nye oN it the € t- weeks Cae 
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World-Telegram’s Censorship 


Repeated instances of editorial de- 
letions from featured writers and 
columnists of the N. Y. World-Tele- 
gram when views of the writers were 
in conflict with those of the manage- 
ment have caused considerable eye- 
brow lifting among the literati. Both 
Westbrook Pegler and Heywood 
Broun were each out one day last 
week. Pegler’s piece on Catholics in 
Spain was picked up by the New Re- 
public. General Hugh Johnson has 
also run into the blue pencil for his 
piece on John L. Lewis, which was 
dropped. Raymond Clapper and 
Dorothy Dunbar Bromley are other 
World-Telly writers who have been 
omitted or cut recently. 

One Wortman cartoon disappeared 
after the first W-T edition. and Rollin 
Kirby, who cartoon under 
management which he was 
out of sympathy with, wrote letters 
yf apology to his regard 
to it. 

Current issue of the Nation gives 
Roy Howard a freedom of opinion 
sermon in connection with the dele- 
tions. 

Dorothy Dunbar Bromley is leav- 
ing the Telly to work for the N. Y. 
Post, where she will do a more gen- 
eral stint than her W-T piece, here- |! 
tofore restricted to the woman’s 
page. 

Eleanor Roosevelt. also a World- 
Telly columnist, whose stuff is copy 
read by United Features, seems so 
far 10 be getting by at the World- 
Telegram. 


drew a 


orders 


friends in 


Hollywood Guild Pickets 
Spurning ultimatum of Newspaper 
Guild, publisher Harlan Palmer dis- | 
charged entire editorial staff of Hol- 
lywood Citizen News on Monday. | 
Newsmen posted pickets at plant. 
Guild had demanded reinstatement | 
of three discharged editorial | 
workers. 


25,000 for Digest Subscriptions 

Time, Inc., paid $25,000 in cash for | 
the name, good will and exclusive | 
rights to the 250,000 uncancelled | 
Literary Digest subscriptions. This | 
is 10 cents per subscription. Petition | 
by the Digest officials to Federal | 
Judge Robert P. Patterson for per- 
mission to carry out the deal was 
signed by Judge Patterson last week | 
(13) authorizing the transaction. | 

Under the agreement Funk &| 
Wagnalls cancels debts totalling | 
$105,388 owed to them by the Digest. 
Also agree to refrain from using the 
name or one similar to it in the fu- 
ture. Time is given the right to use 
the Digest title or a similar one and | 
the agreement indicates it may some- 
time in the future publish a mag un- | 
der that title. The new owners have | 
agreed to stand the cost of issuing 
additional copies of its May 23 is- 
sue to the Digest’s uncancelled sub- 
scribers. 

Digest, besides turning over its | 
subscription list, will also furnish 
Time with the list of school teachers 
who in the past have sold copies of 
the Digest to pupils for school work. 


| 
| 





In the petition to reorganize under | 


77B last February, the Digest’s of- 
ficials’ schedule placed a book value 
of $408,040 on its total subscription 
list and subscription accounts re- 
ceivable after collection expenses at 
$60,000. The schedule fixed $89,883 
as the book value for good will and 
live subscription list. 

For its part in the agreement, 
Funk & Wagnalls cancels its debts 
and will receive about $25,000, or 
half the receivable accounts. 





Boston Globe’s Terms 
Newspaper Guild of Boston re- 
newed contract with Boston Globe, 
bringing in maintenance department 
for the first time. Globe contract 
calls for highest severance pay in 
Hub. 





Retraction Tops 


Boston, May 17. 

Boston Globe, one of the 
country’s most genteel sheets, 
outdid itself today when it pub- 
lished a page 1 retraction of a 
statement published in its Tues- 
day editions, quoting a_ Six- 
year-old girl as saying she liked 
England ‘bloody well.’ 

Sylvia Cavanaugh, the young- 


ster, returned last week alone 
on the Queen Mary, and was 
reported in a New York dis- 
patch as praising England in 
those terms. Her parents 
squawked, and the Globe bent 
backwards the next day to say: 

‘Actually, little Miss Cava- 
naugh, a well-bred child who 


does not use slang, English or 
American, said that she liked 
England ‘very well.’ 

‘An erro! in transmission 
from New York was responsi- 


ble for the substitution of the 
word ‘bloody’ for very. The 
Globe, not intending to place 


words in the little girl's mouth, 
is pleased to correct the error.’ 











Knickerbocker Press. Bokat also 


|recommended that the paper be or- 


dered to post in conspicuous places 
notices stating that alleged ‘unfair 
labor practices’ will cease. 

He dismissed 
plaints filed by the Tri-City Guild in 
the cases of John T. Andrews, Rich- 
ard W. Jackson, Miss Jo Leonard 
and Ray A. Mowers, editorial em- 
ployes 

Knickerbocker News carried, in an 


inconspicuous spot, a brief AP story 


on Bokat’s ruling. Hearst's Times 
Union, which made a- deal under 
which it surrendered the afternoon 
to the Gannett merged paper and 
entered the morning field, with 
Hearst junking his 
lication to give Gannett free sway 
there, printed a longer account of 
the examiner's 
Guilders had squaked that neither 
paper used a line on the complaint 
until hearings started in Albany, and 
that they played down adverse tes- 
timony. 

Chicago Newspaper Guild, headed 
by Don Stevens, last night at spe- 
cial meeting voted to prepare plans 
against both Hearst Morning Her- 


ald-Examiner and Evening American | 


following allegations of wholesale 
firing of employees in past weeks, 


—__——— 


Praise for Pulitzer Prizes 

Chicago Daily News noted a ‘Pu- 
litzer Prize Postscript’ on its book 
page last week. Piece stated an ‘im- 
pression seems to have been created 
that scarcely a paper in the Chicago 
region considered America’s major 
literary awards worthy of mention.’ 

It was further remarked that ‘it is 
particularly unfortunate that this 
year’s awards were given slight space 
in the Middle West because for the 
first time in several years the selec- 
tions are almost above criticism.’ 
Names of winners were then listed 
‘for those still in darkness.’ 


— 





Colorado Writers’ Conference 

Ninth National Writers’ Confer- 
ence under the auspices of the Uni- 
| versity of Colorado at Boulder is set 
| for July 25 to Aug. 12. Edward Dav- 
| ison is director, 
| Leaders include Cari 
| Rice, Paul Engle, Douglas Bement, 
Hervey Allen and Eric Knight. 


Fine Arts Pushers Meet 


Writers’ Committee to seek sup- 
‘port for a Federal Bureau of Fine 
| Arts has been formed. Conference 
| has been called for May 22 at Penn- 
| sylvania Hotel, N. Y., to discuss the 
| Coflee-Pepper Bill. First action 


discrimination com-| 


Rochester pub-| 


Sandburg, | 
Paul Horgan, Erik Barnouw, Elmer | 


Unique Publishing Firm 


| swankiest publishing 
ithe trade. 
are made only twice a year and the 
catalogue of publications sells for 
$2.50. New books are kept 
until publication time to keep one 
| dealer*sfrom cornering the market. 


businesses in 


Authors’ royalties on books, limited | 


'as a rule to 1,000 copies, come to 
about $1.25 a book, as the average 
i price of a boo’: is $12.50. These 
are higher royalties than the average 
novel pays as 2,000 copies sold at $2, 
which is a fair sale, nets the author 
only $400. About 40°, of Derrydale’s 
list since it went into the business 11 
years ago is sold out 

Firm specializes in limited editions 


Derrydale Press conducts one of | 


Announcements of lists | 


secret | 


of de luxe sporting books. one of the | 


most recent being Charles Phair’s 
work on ‘Atlantic Salmon Fishing,’ 
which retails at $250 Stated that 


there is a considerable Hollywood in- 
terest in the firm’s products, many of 
the picture colony going in for this 
type of conspicuous consumption. 
Eugene V. Connett III, former hat 


manufacturer, is president of the firm. | 


Needless to add, there is no free list 
for newspaper reviewers. 


Joseph Lewss Fights C.LO. 


ber one professional atheist, presi- 
dent of the Freethinkers of Amer- 
ica, and the subject of a_ book, 


|‘Joseph Lewis's Fight Against God,’ 
|is presently engaged in a fight with 
the CIO, Book and Magazine Guild. 
Lewis is the chief stockholder in 


Eugenics Publishing Co. and has 
been dragged before the Labor 
| Board on several occasions. Union 


recently won an election by 20-7. 
Negotiations are now proceeding and 
'a perferential shop contract is ex- 
| pected to be closed shortly. 

Guild recently closed (its 
contract) with Viking Press 
|lishing a guild shop. Minimums of 
$21 weekly for clerical workers and 
| $30 for professional employees are 
j}among the terms of the contract 


15th 


covered by contracts. 


Cowles Sign Rube Goldberg 


Rube Goldberg is doing a new 
page of comics for Sunday. Car- 


| toonist has reverted to ‘inventions’ 
| which originally brought him to the 
| fore. 
Register-Tribune Syndicate of Des 
Moines, operated by the Cowles 
Brothers, Latter also publish the 
magazine Look and newspapers and 
own radio stations. 

Goldberg series will start June 19. 
| Syndicate has assigned three men to 
| the road to sell the new cartoons, 
|they having sold 15 papers in the 
| first two weeks. Colin Miller is in 
New York as contact man to the art- 
ist. 


Book Chiseling 
Press departments of publishing 


quests from radio stations for review 
copies of bcuks are on the increase. 
These, in addition to the usual list 
of applicants which include minis- 
ters, teachers (for desk reference’) 
and others help swell the list of re- 
quests, which come in some cases 
to as many as 200. 





| books principally to the 60 to 200 
| bona fide reviewers. 
Literati Bankruptcies 
Robert M. Sylvester, who covers 
Broadway for the N. Y. Daily News, 
filed a voluntary petition in bank- 
ruptcy in N. Y. federal court last 
week, fixing his unpaid debts at 
$1,227. Creditors include San Rafael 
hotel, $786; Weber & Heilbroner, $91, 
and Herman Shumlin, $135. 
Thrze employees of the Peekskill 
(N. Y.) Press Union have asked the 





Discharged employes (except for | taken by writers as a group to get! the paper’s owner, Wilthur News- 


gross neglect of duty) will get sever-| behind the proposed Federal Arts | papers, Inc., a ban 


ance pay of two week's after six 
months’ service—up to 26 weeks 
after 20 years or more employment. 

Some of the minima _§ salaries 
agreed upon: re-write, desk men and 
editorial writers, $55; reporters, pho- 
togs, editorial and commercial ar- 
tists, $25 for beginners, up to $50 
after six years. 


Five-day. 40-hour week generally | 


in effect for all workers. 


Albany Guild Case 
Tri-City Newspaper Guild won a 


(partial) victory over Gannett's 
Knickerbocker News when Tria! 
Examiner George Bokat  recom- 


mended te the NLRB that the Al- 
bany daily be directed to reinstate. 
with back pay, Austin 
city editor, and Henry E. Christman 
and Join Wanhope, feature writers, 


all dropped from the payroll on July | 


1. 1957, at the time of the Albany 
Evening News’ merger with the 


J. Scannell, | 


| Bill, 

| Committee includes Wellington 
Roe, chairman; Jenny Balloux, Nora 
| Benjamin, Malcolm Cowley, Henry 
Hart, Marjorie’ Fischer, George 
|Seldes and Donald Ogden Stewart. 


City Editor’s Status 
Expulsion of Jacob Mogelever, city 
editor of the Newark Ledger from 
the Newark Newspaper Guild was 
upheld by the Newark Court of 
Errors and Avpeals, highest court in 
New Jersey last week (11). It is the 
first New Jersey case in which an 
expulsion from a union has been up- 
held by the couris. 
Mogclever was ordered 
in 1936 when Ledter unit 
thought his interest 


to resign 
members 


Gu.ld members. Court ordered him 
to pay costs of $500 and over $100 for 
| printing exvenses, in addition to his 
| ettorney’s fees. 


ts as city editor | 
lay more with the management than 


krupt. Petitioners 
| allege the corporation insolvent and 
that it owes them salaries totalling 
$2,568. 

How To Be Popular 
| David Redstone has been fired by 
| Standard Magazines for the second 


| time. He was previously let out last | 


summer, but the Book and Magazine 
Guild took the case to the National 
Labor Relations Board in N. Y.. and 
Redstone was reinstated after 
liminary hearings. Since that time 
he has been variously shunted to dif- 
ferent jobs, at one time holding down 
| probably the highest paid envelope 
| sealer’s weekly salary in New York, 
$45. Prior to his first firing, he was 
engaged in editorial work. 
Redstone was let out last week (13). 


operating and for taking on one oc- 
| casion one hour and 25 minutes for 
|; lunch.’ Case goes to the NLRB again 
| shortly 





| 
| ‘Mats’—New Style 
| 





San Francisco, May 17. 

Now it can be told: When 
Newspaper Guild strike seemed 
inevitable a few weeks ago, 
word spread all over town that 
Chronicle was going to hire 
strikebreakers and board them 
in the building. 

Story started when someone 
saw load of mattresses being 
delivered at Fifth and Mission, 
not knowing that a mattress 
company had rented unused 
part of Chronicle Building. 











Each Week for Rurals 

Each Week, Inc., which publishes 
Town, a 16-page tab size newsprint 
magazine feature supplement, which 
is intended for country weeklies, is 
now a year old. At present it has 
a subscription list of nearly 200 
small town papers, and a guaranteed 
weekly circulation of 375,000. Her- 
bert I. Seely is president of Each 
Week, Inc., which publishes Town 
in Rochester, N. Y. Robert L. John- 
son, management consultant, has re- 


'cently been retained and has taken 
an interest in the publication, 


Joseph Lewis, the country’s num- | 


estab- | 


|sports staff of the 


Lawyer’s Suit vs. Judge 

Judge Magazine, Inc., was sued last 
week in N. Y. supreme court by 
Edgar A. Chapman, attorney, for le- 
gal services rendered Monte Bour- 
jaily, the mag’s ownex and publisher. 
Chapman wants a total of $3,502 for 
advising Bourjaily in the latter's 
purchase of outstanding capital stock 
in the corporation in 1936. 

LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 

Don Skene, 40, sports writer, for- 
eign correspondent and author, died 
on May 16 at the N. Y. Hospital fol- 
lowing an illness of several months. 
Between 1927 and 1931 he was on the 
N. Y. Herald 


Tribune, He was the author of ‘Red 


A : tract Tiger,’ a fighting story, published in 
recommendations. | which set hours, vacations. etc. Guild | 


|now has about half its 900 members 


1933. 
Valentine S. McClatchy, 80, former 


| publisher of ‘The Sacramento Bee,’ 


Page is being handled by the | 


houses state that the number of re- | 


Houses are tightening up and send | 


pre- | 


according to the Guild, for ‘not co- | 


and secretary and manager of the 
old Pacific Associated Press from 


1894 to 1900 died in San Francisco |} 


on May 15. He was the son of the 
|paper’s founder and was in later 
years interested in the exclusion of 
the Japanese from California. He 
sold his newspaper interest in 1922. 

David John DeWitt, 24, fiction 
writer, was drowned in the surf near 
Santa Monica, May 11. He had 
| written a number of short stories 
and had a novel accepted for pub- 
lication shortly before his death. 
Surviving is his mother. 

Frank B. Linderman, 69, author 
and authority on American Indian 
history, died May 12 in Santa Bar- 
bara. He was a 
| Lae, Montana, where he had been 
| a trapper, stockman, assayer, editor, 
member of the state legislature and 
writer. Surviving are his widow 


and daughter, Verne, society editor | 


of the Santa Barbara News-Press, 





| Fair to Aid Legit | 





(Continued from page 47) 





house which originally served the 
Bard in London. In Chicago, it was 
spotted in the English Village (Mer- 
rie England) with six performances 
| daily. Later, the company was moved 
| to McVickers and went on a regular 
| legit schedule, a tour to the Coast 
| following. 

Equity Drops Meredith Plan 

During his incumbency as head of 

Equity, Burgess Meredith started a 





| movement designed for show busi- | 


ness to be limelighted at the fair but 
plans were dropped when showmen 


| declared the idea could not be suc-! 
New York federal court to declare | 


cessfully carried out. They based 
their opinion on the history of past 


| expositions and added that Broadway | 
Meredith | 


| would stand on its own. 
said recently that the Shakespearean 
project at the New York fair would 
tind him interested individually. 
Understood that he will be associated 
with 
Screen Actors Guild, 


and Thomas 


man theatre, Chicago, 
among those in back of 
theatre at that fair. 

Some time ago there were plans 
to revive show business in San Fran- 
cisco during the Golden Gate expo- 
sition, which will be coneurrent with 
New York’s fair. Number of show- 
men were said to have been proposi- 
tioned on the Coast assignment. If 
there is show activity there. it will 


who was 
the Globe 


grounds, Comparatively few shows 
| have toured to the Coast from New 
York in recent seasons, but several 
managers are counting on sending 
i plays there during Golden Gate expo, 


resident of Flat | 


Kenneth Thomson, of the}! 


Wood Stevens, formerly of the Good- | 


be in the city proper, not at the fair | 


a 
| CHATTER 
Membership meeting N. Y. News- 
_paper Guild tomorrow (19), 

| Martha Foley returning from her 
| vacation trip to England next month, 


| Edna St. Vincent Millay back to 
| her Berkshire home from New York 
| visit. 

| Helen Thompson, executive sec. 
|retary of the Book and Magazine 
/Guild is the niece of Kathleen and 
Charles G. Norris. 

| Stuart Rose, contact man for Sat- 
j}urday Evening Post, comes over 
|from Philly several times a week ty 
meet agents and authors. 

Stirling Bowen, for 10 years drama 
critic for the Wall Street 
|has resigned that post in order to 
devote his time to writin? fiction. 


: 
Journ il, 


Gene Fowler, on leave from 
Selznick - International studio, has 
gone to Cheyenne, Wyo., to gather 


material for his next 
of early cattlemen. 


book, a tale 


| Ed Streeter, author of the famous 
wartime letter book titled ‘Dere 
Mabel’ has just closed a deal with 


| Simon & Schuster to do a humorous 


book on commuting. Gluyas Wil- 
liams will collaborate. 

Orson Welles, Munro Leaf. and 
| Matthew Josephson are the speak- 
ers for American Booksellers next 
monthly luncheon at Essex House, 


N. Y., May 24, 
be chairman. 
The editorial staff of Direction, 
with John Hyde Preston, Thomas 
Cochran, Harriet Bissel and M. Tjar 
Harris, has moved to Darien, Conn. 
N. Y. office in charge of the business 
manager, Richard Merrifield, who 
used to be of S. & S.’ Popular mag. 
American Script Writers Guild, 
Inc., has been chartered by the Sec- 
retary of State at Albany to conduct 
a printing and publishing business. 
Directors are Mary Derieux, Michael 
Young and Meis H. Avram. Each 
holds one share, capital stock being 
$20,000, par value being $100. Harold 
Greenwald was the filing attorney. 


Mechanized Vaud | 


(Continued from page 1) 


Irita Van Doren will 








| end Boy Friends (singing mixed 
quartet), Bobby Pincus and Ruth 

Foster (comic-dancers) and the 
Olympic Trio (roller-skating trio) 
went off well in view of the mechan- 
ical changeover. Only once did sound 
effects blast, but that was credited to 
theatre’s dated equipment. Lighting 
was occasionally spotty and screen 
billing of acts (names flashed across 
| full back curtain) incomplete. Prints 
‘did not arrive in time for preem, 
hence, only three were billed. Plain 
, tinseled drop backgrounded for last 
three acts. 

Maestro B. A. Rolfe, vet vaude and 
film showman, envisions a _ policy 
sans stagehands and musicians in 
,;number heretofore required. Also 
Savings on haulage for props, 
scenery, etc. A sound engineer and 
extra boothman are needed, how- 
ever. 

Idea is for smaller type vaude 
i houses and not class A he says. Will 
not compete where live music is 
;found at larger houses. In large 
cities gag would be zoned to avoid 
competition, House. selected for 
/ break-in was none too good, but 
having a vaudeville license and its 
| proximity to Times Square made it 
the best selection as a showcase. It 
has been eight years since vaude 
, trod the boards of the Hamilton, once 
| part of the Keith family time that 
| kept acts within city limits for a 
year. Before the public showing at 
_the Ham, Vaude-Vision was tried out 
in private at the Brooklyn Strand 10 
days ago. 

Although having no deal with the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
Rolfe states that he anticipaies no 
trouble. Union is not exvecied to 
step in on the premise that no mat- 
ter how little work of a sort is 
created in making these vaude-vision 
sound tracks, it is better than none. 

Hurl, 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


(Continued from page 45) 
Sciler boys, who've appeared here in 
past, not only sock on rockers in 
tne swing session, but also get in 
some swell taps and comedy in the 
duo spot. Tommy Trent's Punch and 
Judy show has added more punch 
to the oldtime stuff, and it’s topped 





by a smash Big Apple by a ima- 
rionette, manipulated in full view. 
The Manhattanites, two males and 


harmonizers. 
adept is a 


femme, are snanpy 
Femme’s — especially 
woman-getting-dressed. 
| Eduard Werner's house orchestra 
overtures, a musical cruise to the 
South Seas, is a honey. M’cing well 
handled by Merle Clark. organist 
Nice crowd on hand at early eve- 
ning show Friday (13). Pete. 
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Wednesday, May 18, 1938 


Broadway | 





Guthrie McClintic back from Eu- | 
rope. | 

Herman Bernstein going to Cali-| 
fornia. ; 

Leland Hayward due back from | 
the Coast today. 

P.a. Lou Straus’ two youngsters 
Jaid low with measles. 


Sol Jacobsor has joined the Irving 


Hofiman publicity staff. 
Mac (21) Kreindler to Europe end | 
June; first jaunt abroad. | 


Max Gordon returned from abroad | 
on the Normandie Monday (16). 

New Riviera show previews to- 
night; regular preem tomorrow. 

Hope Hampton to the Coast as 
‘Road to Reno’ star for Universal. 

Shipwreck Kelly, the _pole-sitter, 
had his nose operated on Friday (13). 

Jane Cowl has dropped plans to 
operate a strawhatter this summer. 

Irene Wiegand, of the Hays office, | 
back at her desk after Florida sun- 
Irie. 

. Julian T. Abeles motoring his fam- 
ilv to the Coast in July for month's 
vacash. 

Leo Malchin here from Paris on 
French pictures he has bought for 
the U. S. 

Carl Fisher and Mary Mason move 
June 1 to their summer place at 
Westport. 

Benny Goodman down to Bucks 
County, Pa., over weekend, looking 
for a farm. 

Hermine Shone, new New York rep 
for Lou Irwin’s agency, moved to 
smaller aouarters. 

Jack Norworth, formerly on the 
stage, now in active demand for 
commercial pictures. 

Tom Ewell, legit actor. on a five 
month world trip. Intends writing 
three plays en route. 

Mickey Baron, of the Alex Yokel 
office, back in town after the closing 
of ‘Caesar’ in Toronto. 

H. Philip Minis, former legit pro- 
ducer. back from Savannah, where 
he went to write a play. 

Bob Kerr left for the Coast. where 
he will manage Gene Austin and 
Whispering Jack Smith. 

Florence Sundstrom on a cruise to 
the Gulf ports on the S.S. Dixie, of 
which her father is skipper. 

Richard E. Dailey, director of Casa 
Manana, undergoing an appendec- | 
tomy at Post Graduate hospital. 

Ethel Merman off to the Coast late 
last week to work in new Ritz Bros.’ 
film, ‘Straight. Place and Show.’ 

Olympe Bradna, Par starlet. 
hopped off for the Coast early in 
the week after nearly two weeks in 
the ezst. 

Eddie Phillips and Margie Ann 
Kaufman (Mrs. Phillips) at Syracuse 
Planning to buy a farm at Westport 
on their return. 

Herman Bernstein, company man- 
ager of ‘Once Is Enough,’ leaves this 
week for the Coast, where he'll! 
spend the summer. 

F. H. Arlinghaus, head of Modern 
Talking Picture service, expected 
back this week from two-week swing 
around Coast exchanges. 

Janet Marshall at St. Simons Is- | 
Jand, off the Georgia coast, writing | 
a play. Slated to press agent the, 
Surry Players this summer. 

G. R. Keyser, Warner Bros. for- 
eign publicity chief, leaves Friday 
(20) for the Coast for huddle on 
product. Will be gone 10 days. 

William Tracy, who played Mistol 
for part of the Broadway run of 
‘Brother Rat.’ being considered by 
Warners for the role in the film. 

Happy though divorced seems to 
be the keynote of Arthur Kober- 
Lillian Hellman, She was met at the 
airport as soon as she arrived from 
the Coast by her ex-husband, who 
escorts her around New York. 

Bob Vignola, vet film director, sails 
June 3 to house-guest with Axel 
Wenner-Gren, international indus- 
trialist, who is chairman of the board 
of Servel, Inc. ‘and Electrolux. Mrs. 
Wenner-Gren is sister of Gene Gaun- 
lier, the original ‘Kalem Girl’ of the 
silent days. 

Actors from legit shows in 45th 
street houses, calling selves the 45th 
Street Colonels, horseback parade 
every Sunday a.m. in Central Park. | 
Hugh Rennie is the top kick and the | 
crew includes Broderick Crawford, 
George Tobias, Al Smith and St.| 
John Terrill. 

New officers of the Tr@ipers Club 
voted Al Strachan as president; Rex 
Owen, v.p.: Charles C. Nickle and 
Louis J. Thomas, financial secreta- 
ries; Harry B. McGrane and George 
Ginger O'Neill, treasurers: Ernie 
Trace and Harry Alexander, record- 
ing secretaries. 


-— 


Chicago 


Bill Rice in the hospital for a rest. 

Les Atlass getting his boat in 
shape. 

Talking organization of 
Club here. 

Al Marin stepping out with new 
Bas buggy. 

Ed Voynow went East on biz and 
Stopped off at WFBR, Baltimore 

Arnold Hartley back from Coast 
and working on the Gene Dyer nabe 
stations. 

Jack Osserman taking over Felix 
Mendelsohn’s official film row toast- 
mastership. 

‘oe Sherman in East for the heavv- 
weight fights and the Sea Biscuit- 
War Admiral tussle. 

Lew Wasserman in from New York. 


Variety 


CHATTER 








| f 
for confabs with Bill Stein on plans) 


for Kansas City Jubilesta. j 
Film row tossed testimonial din-| 
ner for Henry Herbel, former Uni-| 
versal exchange chief, as tribute to! 
his 17 years of service here. 
Danny Russo, the Palace orches- 
tra director, to Hollywood on two- 
week vacation to celebrate 25th wed- 
ding anniversary with his family. 





| Request 


ahead sign for the Mexicans 


Directors In AFL? 


- 


i) 








(Continued from page 


down until time to start turning out 


| new models. 


Plan is to ask a studio with 60 
pictures scheduled to produce five 
each month. Holen believes this 
would give workers a better chance 
to spread their earnings and would 
give them a sense of security. 

The National Labor’ Relations 
Board has set Taursday (19) as 
deadline for arguments in the 
Screen Writers Guild petition for an 
election of writers to select a bar- 
gaining representative. Written briefs 
on recent rehearing on petition must 
reach Washington not later’ than 
midnight on that date. 

NLRB is expected to hand down a 
decision within a week to 10 days 
after briefs ar- received. Approxi- 
mately 100 petitions involving the 
film industry have bee shelved un- 
til writer decision is received. If 
NLRB holds it has jurisdiction over 
motion picture workers, an imme- 
diate hearing will be ordered on pe- 
tition of the Screen Directors Guild 
for producer recognition. 

Picketing of the National Screen 
Service Exchange here continues, 
with members o. Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paperhang- 


ers of American Local 599 charging 


union workers have been locked out 
and that plant is hiring non-union 
men. This was denied by NSS ex- 
ecutives. Latter said Los Angeles 
plant had been abandoned because of 
exorbitant wage and working condi- 
tion demands submitted by union. 
Local 599 has wired New York 


local asking active support of strike. | 


Union said wage tilt requested would 
not average more than 10%. 
Under One Roof 
Screen Actors Guild is negotiat- 
ing for new quarters that will en- 


jable them to house all departments 


under one roof. Guild now main- 
tains three separate offices, with 
many executives using the same desk 
because of cramped quarters. 

If suitable building can not be Jo- 
cated, SAG may decide to erect its 
own quarters, according to Kenneth 
Thomson, executive secretary of the 
Guild, 

An increase of 20% in extra place- 
ments during first 12 days of this 
month was attributed to renewed 
production in major studios. Cen- 
tral Casting Corp. had 9,456 calls up 
to and including last Thursday (12), 


an increase of nearly 2,000 over the | 


same period in April. 





Havana Treaty | 





(Continued from page 27) 
Senate acts, treaty is likely to be 
snagged. 

While little opposition is antici- 
pated, treaty may be held up by ef- 
fort to insure against super-power. 
from regional group for 
chance to outline their fears will be 
taken up by the Foreign Relations 
Committee Wednesday (today ). 
Chairman Key Pittman was unable 
to forecast Monday (16) whether 
there will be hearings. 


A rider stipulating that the FCC 
cannot grant licenses for power over 
50 kw is to be offered by Senator 
Burton K. Wheeler, of Montana, the 
Interstate Commerce Committee 
chairman and special pal of the re- 
gional group. Long listed as a clear- 
channel hater. he will demand as- 
surances in the form of reservations 
to the pact that the regionals won't 
be drowned out. 

Such a move is certain to provoke 
a fight. Even many 500 kw foes do 
not look with favor upon putting 
into writing any guarantee that the 
U. S. won't lift the present wattage 
lid. Such a clause might be a go- 
while 
as long as there is the slimmest 
chance this country might authorize 
more juice the other. signatories 
probably would proceed with rela- 
tive caution. 

No other visible evidence of a 
scrap. Some of the U. S. occupants 
of clear channels dislike features of 
the agreement, but so far they have 
not found a spokesman or formu- 
lated any statement of opposition 
Similarly, the domestic transmitiers 
which Jack enthusiasm for the fre- 
quency shifts which would be in- 
volved are comparatively speechless 





Viennese actress Syville Binder in 
town. 

Teddy Carr off to south of France 
vacation. 

Guy Charles’ option on 
Earthquake’ lapsing. 

Leshe McDonnell now sole booker 
for the Paradise Club. 

‘The Pleasure Garden,’ by Beatrice 
Mayor, to be produced in Paris. 


Eric Maschwitz to form his own} 


production company in the West. 

Owen Nares fined $5 for speeding 
in Somerset, his second conviction 
in 35 years. 

‘George and Margaret’ celebrated 
500th performance at Wyndham’s 
yesterday (16). 

John Van Druten’s autobiography. 
‘The Way to the Present,’ being pub- 
lished next month. 

Jock Whitney off to North Africa 
for a couple of weeks, returning to 
London for the Derby. 

Terry Byrne to present American 
comedy by Irving Kaye Davis, orig- 
inally titled ‘All Rights Reserved.’ 

‘Defeat’ and “Tomorrow,’ by Nor- 
dahl Grieg, being translated by 
Eleanor Arkwright for London stage 

Noel Coward and Jack Buchanan 
entertaining big parties at the Cafe 
de Paris opening of Georges Metaxa. 

Lord Clarendon succeeds Lord 
Cromer as play censor July 1 in his 
capacity as Lord Chamberlain to the 
King. 

Margaret Rawlings obtained her 
divorce decree against Gabriel Tovne 
May 2. Also Yrances Day from 
Beaumont Alexander, 

After five years as publicity man- 
ager for Alexander Korda, Geoffrey 
Carter takes over similar post for 
Metro’s British Studios. 

Frances Sinclair, who adapted ‘The 
Melody That Got Lost,’ now adapting 
‘Hvo Som Forarger’ current Danish 
success, by Inger Bentzon. 

Elizabeth Allan and Frank Law- 
ton to costar in a new West End 
comedy shortly. Play is by a doc- 
tor’s wife, Esther MeCracken, and 
is titled ‘A Quiet Wedding.’ 

Jacqueline Sguire’s engagement to 
William Douglas-Home broken 
after six weeks. Couple continues to 
become betrothed nightly in ‘Plan 
For a Hostess’ at the St. Martin’s. 





Sydney 





Rosie Dolly (Mrs. Irving Netcher) 
dropped in with hubby during world 
runaround. 

Wirth’s Circus is pulling excel- 
lently in Sydney with one of the 
strongest lineups here in some time. 

Sir Ben Fuller in Melbourne ar- 
ranging details for opera’ season. 
Italian arriving this month. Season 
commencing early next month. 

Alexander Kipnis, Russian bass. 
clicking in Melbourne for Australian 
Broadcasting Commission. Richard 
Tauber also skedded here for same 
management. 

June Munro, eldest daughter of 
Charles Munro, engaged to Clive 
Ogilvie, of Associated Newspapers. 
Hubby-to-be is also interested in the 
lata of Argossy Film Produc- 
ions. 

Trade is holding remarkably well 
for Tivoli chain in Sydney and Mel- 
bourne under Frank Neil's direction. 
Acts, besides being spotted in Greater 
Union houses, will also be sent over 
to New Zealand for additional play- 
ing time under Tivoli banner. 


——— _ 





Rome 


Gaby Morlay coming to Rome next 
month to star in Italian film. 
Cinecitta has turned out 36 films 


in the nine months it’s been func- | 


tioning. 
Clarence Brown present at initia- 
tion of a model projection room at 
Cinecitta 

Richard Strauss came to Rome for 
first Italian showing of his opera. 
‘Woman Without a Shadow.’ 

Vittorio Mussolini’s Era Films has 
started work on ‘The Cuckoo Clock.’ 
Camillo Mastrocinque directing. 

The Venice, 18th century theatre 


‘in Venice, has been completely reno- 


vated. Reopened this month 
Verdi's ‘Don Carlo.’ 

Ruggero Ruggeri, who had an- 
nounced he would take time out for 
the next theatrical season, has now 
succumbed to a film contract. 

Rosina Anselmi, former leading 
lady of the comedian, Angelo Musco. 
forming Sicilian company with Mi- 
chele Abruzzo to give dialect plays 
next season. 

June production is to be ‘The Ideal 
Wife,” based on Hopwood’s comedy. 
Itala Film is to do it in German ver- 


with 


sion. starring Kate von Nagy. Paul 
Kemp, Theo Lingen. and Grethe 
Weiser. Voeroefer will direct 


Romulus Film starting ‘L’Albergo 
Degli Assenti’ (‘The Hotel of the Ab- 
sentees.’ based on Michelangelo Bar- 
ricelli's novel This will be 


I adven- 
ture picture, directed by 

ua t: 

I 


Raflaelo 
Matarazzo, and featuring Camillo 
iIlotto. 

Tito Schipa and Luisa Carletti will 
be starred in French and Italian ver- 

ons of ‘Terra di fuoco’ (Earth. of 
Fire’) Giulio Maneuti production 
which L’Herbier will direct Work 
on picture to start here middie of 
next month. 

Laura Adana, Isa 
» Arma 


Besozzi will al 


Pola Antonio 
ido Faleoni and Ning 
quit legit for the 


Gandusie¢ 


— 


summer to go into pictures at Cine- 
citta. Sandro Ruffini, despite pre- | 
vious rumors that he was going over 
to film, will not leave legit 

New company, Industria Cinema- 
tografica Scalera, has been formed; 
will produce minimum of six picture: 
this year. Emma Gramatica and 
Ruggero Ruggeri have been signed 
by company exclusively for one vear 
Alessandrini and Bonnard signed to 
direct two films each. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Nees 


Ed Burnell and Joe Pastor in from 
Chicago. 

Father of Hannah 
M-G-M passed away 

Wrestling matches added attraction 
at Palace grind house. 

Em.ay Nyberg, 20th-Fox 
vacationing for fortnight 

A. F. Cummings, M-G-M 
office executive, a visitor. 

Le Roy Smith, M-G-M booker, va- 
cationing in northern Minnesota. 

Film employees’ union has team 
entered in park board's kittenball 
league. 

Joe Behan, head Warner Bros. 
booker, celebrated 15th wedding an- 
niversary. 

John J. Fried], Minnesota Amuse- 
ment Co. general manager, flew to 
New York on business. 

Al Allard, former F. & R. and Min- 
nesota Amuesement Co. press agent 
and now Fawcett Publications’ art 
director, a visitor, 

Leo Blank, Warner Bros. district 
manager, On absence leave because 
of illness. Passed through en route 
to Rochester, Minn., for physical 
check at Mayo clinic. 


Pederson of 


booker 


home- 





| Plays on B’way 





(Continued from page 48) 


I MARRIED AN ANGEL 


the Street,’ ‘Spring Is Here’ (ballad 
which tends to slow up the start of 
the second stanza), ‘How to Win 
Friends and Influence People,’ and 
‘Twinkle In Your Eye’ are stand- 
outs. What makes the musical num- 
bers noteworthy is the clever lyric 
manner of reprise and production 
to motivate the action, and blend 
with the sundry nuances in the song, 
dance and situation presentations. 
Some of the business is exceedingly 
well conceived, presumably to the 
combined credits of stager Joshua 
Logan and choreographer George 
Ballanchine, besides the authors’ 
basic material. 

Miss Zorina, whom film fans will 
recall for her prominence in ‘Gold- 
wyn Follies’ (UA), has her ballet 
sequences blended with situation and 
background, First night loss of 
voice caused some switch in Miss 
Segal’s vocal chores but, despite that, 
her ‘Man in the Street’ (with Slezak) 
and “Twinkle in Your Eye’ (solo) 
were comedy socks. Miss Christie, 
likewise, doubled with the affable 
| Charles Walters, bells ’em with ‘How 
|to Win Friends and Influence Peo- 
ple,’ including a corking terp rout- 
jine for 
|really tied it up with ‘Roxy Music 
Hall,’ the finale, and had to beg off 
before the book could proceed. The 


satire on the presentations at Radio | 


, City is something the Rockefellers 


; may not like particularly. is a 


, devastating rib on the Rockettes, the 
glee club, the Nick Daks type of 
ballet soloist, the usual girl-in-the- 
oyster and mirror-dance concoctions, 
ete. 

Everything about the production 


is ultra, from Jo Miejziner’s settings | 
(incidentally he, too, is lyrically in-! 


corporated into the talk-songs) to 
the trimmings. It looks like a costly 
show but it will do plenty of busi- 
ness. Abel, 


No Laughter in Heaven 
Drama in two acts by Martha Pitteneer 


presented by the Play Room Club Stayed 
by Mervin Williams Setting, Neil Fergu 


son At the Play Room Club, N. Y., May 
1h, ‘AS, 

Cust: Ross Matthew, Gordon Peters, 
“\ilsvia Leigh, James Todd, Mildred Land 
trom, Joanne Desert, Warren Trent, Ji] 
Vii lber Hienry hlowoerd, Norma htoman 
Thomas Hiume, Theima Schnee, Jackie 
(Irimnes Ainvy LaFolette, Shirley Collier 
Martha Nash, Robert Stewart Elizabeth 
Morison, Adele Harrison, Aillene Manson 
Florence Dounlap, Irving Morrow June 
Purker Marion Edwards, Spencer Jaines 
Ruth Thea Ford, 


Play Room Club’s fourth and final 
production of its first seuson is a 
kaleidoscopic play dealing with un- 
successful marriages, broken engage- 
ments and friendships of bar flies 
There's no plot. It’s set in a cafe, ad- 
joining a hotel, into which stroll a 
core of unhappy people. 

Audience becomes an integral part 
of the production, as in other Play 
Room Club experiments Perform- 
ance sustains interest as presented 

th the presentation dividing the 
audience It 


quate a 


would hardly be ade- 
seen through the customary 
proscenium arch. 

Piay is almost totally unretieved 
by humor. Free beer is served be- 


iween acts to sustain the atmosphere 
rif 


f{ the attractive cafe lounge, which 
has been designed by Neil Ferguson 
Acting. with tew exceptions, WOOKt 
€! There will be eivht perform- 
ances, Admission to members and 
guests only, No charge, , 


the first act finale. She} 


Florence Ryan to Honolulu vaca- 
tion 

Lionel Atwill 
Sons, 

Wendy Barrie in from New 
vacation 

Edward Small at home under doce 
tor’s care. 

Richard Macaulay convalescing at 
Coronado. 

Frank W. Purkett back by plane 
from Chicago. 

The Clarence Browns back from a 
European holiday. 

Gordon MacLean won a Catalina 
race with his sloop. 

Allan Dwan celebrated his 30th an- 
niversary in pictures 

Arthur Horman added to the Coe- 
lumbia scribbling staff 

Julius Epstein back at his writing 
after a New York visit. 

Herbert J. Yates lost gift watch 
at Republic’s dinner-dance. 

Danielle Darrieux heading home- 
ward for a Parisian vacation. 

Bob Burns taking Catalina holiday 
after ‘Tropical Holiday’ (Par). 

Carole Lombard building a home 
for her mother in Brentwood. 

Rene Saint Mare, Paris nitery 
owner, visiting Fernand Gravet. 

Henry Stephenson checked in at 
20th-Fox after a vacation in England. 

Cheryl Walker elected queen of 
Redlands’ 50th anniversary festival. 

Leon Schlesinger welcomed by an 
office party after long hospital siege 

Robert Smith, Milwaukee branch 
manager, looking ovel Warner 
studio. 

Charles Boyer limping on a twist- 
ed ankle. injured during the filming 
of ‘Suez.’ 

Danielle Darrieux, finished with 
‘Rage of Paris,’ on her way there tor 
a vacation. 

Jack Lait, Jr.. and Kenneth Earl 
working on an untitled ice yarn for 
Sonja Henie. 

Pat O’Brien plans New York va- 
cash when he finishes ‘Valley of the 
Moon’ (WB). 

Joseph Diamond hobbling around 
the Warner lot on crutches with 
broken ankle. 

Mrs. Celia Wellman, Boston, visit- 
ing her son, William Wellman, pro- 
ducer-director. 

Arch Reeve, in from Broadway. en 
route to his ranch near Santa Bar- 
bara for a vacation. 

Jack Townley checked out at Re- 
public after screenplaying ‘Every- 
thing Happens to Us.’ 

Back from a Hawaiian trip, Mrs. 
Will Hays and Mrs. O. O. McIntyre 
trained for New York. 

Eishth week of drive showed 1.316 
pledges for the Motion Picture Re- 
lief Fund, 300 behind quota. 

Dennis Moore expected in Holly- 
wood as soon as he recovers from an 
appendectomy in New York. 

Myrna Loy, Clark Gable and Spen- 
cer Tracy donating a trophy for the 
flying meet at Birmingham, Ala. 

Mrs. Bing Crosby (Dixie Lee) and 
Larry Crosby back from New York 
after an unsuccessful story hunt for 
the crooner. 

Martha Brown, former sec at Fan- 
chon & Marco, named assistant to 
Melba Howe. foreign editor of Selz- 
nick-International publicity. 

Twentieth-Fox’s annual golf tourne 
ament ended in a three-way dead 
heat, with Jack Lebovitz, Jack Mes- 
call and Lloyd Nobles tied at 73. 


Des Moines 


taking singing lese 


York 


| J. J. Deitch back from New York 
City. 

A. H. Blank has postponed his New 
| York trip. 
Monogram to 
after June 1. 

' The Harry Weinbergs off to Cali- 
! fornia vacation. 

Ray O’Brien, RKO treasurer's rep- 
resentative, in town, 

Local Tri-States houses pave roses 
| to mothers on Mother's Day. 

Bill Evidon, of Minneapolis, here 
‘to visit his brother, Mel Eviden. 

E. C. (Dusty) Rhodes, sound engi- 
neer for Tri-States, a bridegroom. 

' J. W. Denman, secretary of Cen- 
| tral States, recuperating after opera- 
| tion. 

Jack McCarty has joined Mono- 
gram in charge of the Omaha ex- 
change. 

Hotel Montgomery of Tri-States, 
a bride since April 2. Brideyvreom 
is Howard T. Dunn, with Loew's. 


ee 


i 


increase quarters 


| 
' 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bene 


Juck Byrne feted prior te Boston 
snilft 
Mrs. Allerdyce Nicoll back to Eny- 
Jand 

Bob Russell oiling uy 
tackle, 

Cole Bros. circu 
June 3 

Savin Rock unfurls outdoor amusee- 
ment season, 

Francis Joannes mulling summer 
troupe at Stony Creek 

Billy Brooks has left Taft Grill in 
favor of a Boston nitery. 

Alexander Dean soon 


penciled here for 


heads for 


Cohasset summer season 
Leslie Gorall goes from Yale drama 
chool to Mt. Kisco for summer 
Robert teigeluth new manaper 
George Serries 


new secretary ot Yule 
Dramatic Society, 
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OBITUARIES 


ADDY BRITT 
Addy Britt, 48, professional man- 
azer of Donaldson, Douglas & Gum- 


ble, died suddenly of a heart attack | 


at his home in New York last Sat 


urday morning (14). Death oc- 
curred several hours after he had 
attended the annual meeting of the 
Professional Music Men, Inc., of 
which he was a charter member 
Britt had been in the music pub- 


lishing business for over 2) years 
Among his connections in a profes- 
sional capacity were those with the 
Remick Music Corp., Leo Feist, Inc 


and Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. He 
was gen. mgr. of the Vincent You- 
mans Music Co. and had for years 


served Watterson, Berlin & Snyder 


as southern rep. 
tHe was also a songwriting mem- 
ber of the American Society of com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers. His 
hits included ‘Was It a Dream”, 
‘Aggsravatin’ Papa’ and ‘You Made 
the Sun Shine Brighter.’ 
His wife, Lillyan, survives 
was in Cincinnati. 
Further details in music section, 


Burial 


MARGARET SMITH 

Margaret Smith, a member of the 
headquarters staff of Actors’: Equity, 
died in New York May 11. Formerly 
an actress in the Charles Frohman 
and other companies, she devoted her 
later years to administrative work 
for Equity and for the government. 
She was placed in charge of the New 
York activities of the Civil Works 
Administration in 1934 and quickly 
organized that unit into a functioning 
body. In 1936 she took over Equity’s 
interests in the Works Progress Ad- 
ministration, During the World War 
she had charge of the productions of 
the Stage Women’s War Relief, giv- 
ing periormances on the steps of the 
Public Library to attract crowds 
which could be solicited for contribu- 
tions, 


. ° ‘ , | 
She is survived by a sister Minette | 


Barrett, also of the stage. | 


—— 


MARY WARE 
Mrs. Mary Ware Kellogg Hard- 
wick, 24, Federal theatre (Massa- 
chusetts) and radio actress of Spring- 
field, Mass., known professionally as 
Mary Ware, killed May 1, at North 
Wilbraham, Mass., in an automo- 
bilé crash on the Boston Post Road. 
Worked professionally with the Ni- 
agara Players, Niagara Falls (1927- 
28); Bonstelle & Niagara (Detroit 
and Niagara, 1930); Ashville Play- 
ers, Ashville, N. C., 1931, 1952; Buf- 
falo Guild, Buffalo, 1934; Bingham- 
ton Group, Binghamton, 1975; Spring- 
field Guild & Repertory, 1936-1937; 

had extensive radio work. 
eaves a daughter and husband. 

Body cremated at Spriagfield. 


ZITTELLA FLYNN 


Mrs. Zittella Green Flynn, 87, 
known among circus folk as Madame 
Zittella, strong woman, died May 16 
at Englewood, N. J. 

She had been a circus performer 
for 30 years, last appearing in New 
York in 1916, Born in London, she 
came to the U. S. in 1887 to join 
the Barnum & Bailey circus and 
later the Forepaugh show. She also 
worked in vaude with her husband, 
Matt J. Flynn. 

Mrs. Flynn had been a guest of the 
Actors Fund Home in Englewood for 
the past 20 years, 


BERRI ELSLER 


Mrs. Elmer Rodman, 52, known 
many years ago when she was on the 
stage, as Berri Elsler, died May 15 
in New York. 

An expert swimmer, she was one 
of ths original mermaid troupe 
which swam in the tank of the N. Y 
Hippodrome when it opened in 1905, 
Following her retirement she turned 
to writing and was the author of ‘En- 
chantment and Other Poems.’ 

Survived by a sister and 
brothers. 


two 


XAVIER REITER 
Xavier Reiter, 82, former French 
horn player in the Boston Symphony, 
N. Y. Philharmonic and the Metro- 
politan Opera, died in Valhalla, N. Y.. 
May 12, 
He began his musical career as an 


itinerant musician in Bavaria, at- 
tracted the attention of Richard 
Wagner and was brought to the 


United States under contract to the 
Boston Symphony. He was with the 
N. Y. Philharmonic from 1909 to 
1923. 

Survived by his widow, two sons, 
five daughters, 


THOMAS W. SAYLES 
| Thomas E. Sayles, 67, 
;Mmany years played the piano and 
conducted his own orchestra at social 
'and civic functions in the Albany 
area, died at his home in Albany, 

May 11, after a week’s illness, 

He was a brother of Alex Sayles, 
manager of Fabian’s Palace theatre. 

survivors are his widow, two daugh- 
ters, two brothers and two sisters, all 
of Albany 
GLENN BUHL 
Buhl, 32, dance orchestra 
died in Omaha, May 10. The 
and his band were tamiliar to 
dancers in four or five of the siates 
in that area and had been touring the 
territory for about five years, 

He is survived by his widow, Ber- 
nice; his mother, tather, a daughter 
and a son. Funeral services were 
held at the Buhl home in Elkhorn, 


Glenn 
leader, 


ieadel 


HOBART E. SWAN 
Hobart E. Swan, 52, Los Angeles 
theatre operator, was found dead in 
in nearby 


his automobile, May 13, 

San Fernando valley. Autopsy was 
ordered to determine the cause of 
his death. 


Deceased operated the Temple and 
Vermont theatres and was a partner 
in McKinney’s Regent theatre, Sur- 
viving is his widow. 


THELMA HILL 

Thelma Hill, 32, film actress, died 
May 11 in a Culver City hospital 
following three months illness, 

She was a former Mack Sennett 
bathing girl, later advancing to lead- 
ing comic roles. She is survived by 
her husband, John Sinclair, screen 
writer, 


ALFRED SHAUER 
Alfred Shauer, 54, former agent, 
died May 10 in Hollywood, following 
a heart attack. He had closed his 


| agency six weeks before on account 


of ill health. 
He operated penny arcades in New 


' 
York before moving to the Coast 20 


years ago. Surviving are his father 


|} and a brother. 


JOSEPH RENNER 
Joseph Renner, 78, last survivor 
among charter members of Cincin- 
nati Local No. 5, LA.T.S.E., founded 
in 1893, and a stagehand in that city 


who for 


| the 


for 50 years, died May 11 in Dayton, | 


O., where he made his home with a 
son since 1930. Funeral services 
and burial in Cincinnati, 


MME, ANDRE MESSAGER 
Mme. Andre Messager, 79, widow 
of the French composer and herself 
the composer of many songs under 
the signature of Hope Temple, died 
in London, May 10. 
, She was perhaps best known for 
‘her ‘Auf Wiedersehn,’ 
MRS. CLARA E. HERBERT 
Mrs, Clara Emett Herbert, 70, Santa 
Barbara music impresario, died there 
May 15. 
For years she arranged auspices 
for name concert singers at the Lo- 
ero theatre, 





ROBERT CALLAHAN 
Robert Callahan, 42, long in vaude 
and recently in pictures, died May 
> in the Veterans hospital, West 
Los Angeles. His variety act was 
known as Bob and Chuck Callahan. 
Military burial in Veterans ceme- 
tery there, 
LUCIE STERN 

Lucie Stern, 24, protege 
Hoffmann, concert pianist, 


of Josef 
died in 


New York May 14 of a streptococcus 


infection. She made her debut as a 
concert pianist in N. Y. at the age 


of 11, 


CLAIR MATHEWS 
Clair Mathews, 29, son of late J. 
C. Mathews, booking chief of Chi- 
cago offices of Loew and Pantages, 
died in Chicago of streptococci in- 
iection May 15. 
| HENRY SCHNEIDER 
Henry Schneider, 42, film operator 
of the Adelphia theatre, Chicago, 
was found murdered in Chi, May 15. 
He had been missing a week, 
ROSE BEAUMONT 
Rose Beaumont Phillips of the 
Beaumont Sisters (Rose and Nellie) 
died in Miami May 11. Burial 
at Lake Sunape, N. H. Story ap- 
pears in legit section. 


Virgil Jack Dougherty, 43, former 


| 





4 TUBBY TONY STOPS 


NATE MANN PRONTO 


By JACK PULASKI 


All but the rooters from New 
Haven laughed at the way Tony Ga- 
lento bopped out Nathan Mann at 
Madison Square Garden Friday, 
which was surely an unlucky 13th 
for the fallen. Cohorts from the col- 
ilege town laid odds on their Nate 
and just had enough left to make the 
train for home. 

The bout had no significance 
far as heavyweight title matters 
concerned, although the bar- 
keep from Orange, N. J., thinks dif- 
He claims he can knock 
yut any of the division’s leaders and 
lespite his clownish style Tony 
could be right, although it is ques- 
tionable if he will get a chance to 
prove it. 

Galento trains on beer and shows 
t, with a bay window of proportions. 
Old timers point out that the once 
unbeatable John L. Sullivan was not | 
jissimilar in his habits and it took 
4 master boxer to mow him down. 


so 


vere 


[©) »ntly. 


| Tony said he would annihilate Mann 


and made good the boast. The way 
he stood in the ring afterwards and 


took bows was one of the funniest 
sights the Garden has had in quite 
a spell. 

Seemed incredible for a man 
weighing 232 pounds, of not all 


muscle by any means, to hit as fast 
as the Galento. Mann chose to trade 
punches and made his first mistake. 
Then when he was on one knee in 
second round, he thought the 
referee counted seven whereas it was 
10. Nate was able to contine, but 
whether he wanted to, only he 
knows. 
Tony’s Elbows 

In the first frame the favorite sunk 
his mit wrist deep into Tony’s. mid- 
section without effect. Galento 
mixed it in his fashion, using elbows 
and what not, drawing a warning 


from the ref. In the second round 
a left hook sent Mann = almost 
through the ropes, with the tubby 


Jerseyite swinging with both hands 
regardless, for which he nearly was 


disqualified. 

Then came a right roundhouse, 
Tony reaching from far back and 
catching Nate on the button, It al- 


most seemed the New Havenite was 
leading with his chin. Few good 
boxers would be caught with such a 
sock, but then Mann never was con- 
sidered a top-notcher even by fellow 
townsmen, It was the last wallop 
of the evening and the fans went 
home shortly after 10 o'clock. Semi- 
final also came to an end in the sec- 
ond round. Eddie Blunt had been 
toppled twice by another hard-hit- 
ting clown fighter known as Tiger 
Fox. Bout was stopped although 
Blunt wanted to fight it out. 
his first appearance since being op- 
erated on for hernia several months 


| ago, 


was, 


Garden will have another fight 
|show this Friday (20) but interest 
| now turns to the Barney Ross-Henry 
| Armstrong fight in the Garden bowl 
Thursday (26) of next week, while 


the big fistic event of the summer | 


| will be the Joe Louis-Max Schmeling 
match June 22 at the Yankee 
Stadium, 


| Barbara LaMarr, died in Hollywood, 
May 16 

Dougherty was found dead in his 
car in the Hollywood Hills of carbon 
monoxide, 


-———- 


Mrs. Ada Welford, 68, mother of 
Nancy Welford, stage actress, died 


| 
| May 8 at her home in Los Angeles. | 
| 


She is survived by her husband, 
‘Dallas Welford, veteran English stage 
comedian, and another daughter, 

Wife of Arch Clair. Mildred Clair, 
145, died in Boston May 14, follow- 
|in; a brief iliness caused by blood 
|; poisoning. Clair operates Norem- 
| bega Park in Boston. 

Mrs. Charles T. Ray, 68, mother of 
Charles Ray, writer and former tilm 
actor, died May 8 at her home in 
Holly wood, 

0. H. Benton, 79, father of Joseph 
Benion, Metropolitan opera star, died 
May 10 at the family home in Nor- 
man, Okla, 
| Father of FE. V. Dinerman, pub- 
| licity director of RKO theatres in 
' Cincinnati, died May 9 at his home 
in Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Lorraine Hill, wife of Clarence 
Hill, Sc., former San Francisco film 
| exchange executive, died in 
Francisco Thursday, May 5. 


Mrs. Ben Freedman, 





mother of Ted 


‘glm actor, and husband of the late | Lewis, died in Circleville, O., May 14. 


It was | 


San | 





a 


ere, 








News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Varirety takes no credit for 








East 





Artie Shaw’s band to fly in from 


Boston and back again after a 10 
minute session in the Carnival of 
| Swing benefit at Randall’s Island 
May 29. Will do about 600 miles 
for a benefit appearance. 

Betty Randolph, out from under 
the extortion charge preferred by 
Louis Bamberger, now asking him 


for $500,000 for damaging her repu- 
tation, her credit and chances for 
employment. 

Mrs. Vincent Astor re-elected head 


of Musicians’ Emergency Fund last 
week. Dr. Damrosch, chairman of 
the board. First four months this 


vear fund obtained $67,738 worth of 
jobs for needy players, 

‘Pins and Needles’ co. in a jam in 
Boston. Joseph J. Jurman, column- 


ist, claims prior use of the title for| ,.,e, 


his column in the Jewish Advocate 
and seeks to enjoin. 
nied. 

Friends and former employees of 
late David Belasco visited his grave 


Coast 


B. P. Schulberg, film producer, 
was named in a Federal income tax 
lien claiming an aditional $37,225 
on his 1934 income. Others named 
were James A. Timony, manager 
of Mae West, $9,096, and the late 
Ted Healy, $734. 

Constance Bennett filed a new 
damage suit in Los Angeles against 
Jimmie Fidler, radio commentator, ’ 
asking $350,000 for alleged defama- 


|} tion of character. Previously she 
had sued for $250,000. 
Anita Louise sued Ernest N. 


Injunction de- | 


Friday. Annual custom. 

Postoffice cracks down on sale of 
tickets to Saxon State Lottery, said 
to be sponsored by Hitler. Being 
advertised over here. 

‘Shadow and _ Substance’ to be 
given for the benefit of the Actors’ | 
Fund May 20. Matinee. 


Parking space for 40,000 cars near 
the N. Y. Fair grounds, but no space 
for trailers. Sanitation and electric 
installations will cost too much to 
make the latter practical. 

Dwight Deere Wiman stubbed his 
toe during the Boston tryout of ‘I 
Married an Angel’ and injury de- 
veloped complications, so his physi- 
cian ordered him to bed. 


| divorce from 


Kay Kyser headed a delegation last | 


week to protest to the President at 
the altering of ‘Star Spangled Ban- 
ner.’ 
of the high notes which, Kyser says, 
will lead to swinging the flag in a 
new way. 

Eugene O'Neill denies any inten- 
tion of breaking with Theatre Guild 
and wired latter to deny all current 
reports to that effect. Guild will get 
his new cycle when it is completed. 

Jacob Kalish to Warsaw to recruit 
a cast of German refugee Yiddish 
players to support Molly Picon on a 
world tour next year. Miss Picon 
will follow him June 3, 

Franham Distributors, Inc., suing 
Y. World’s Fair management for 


| 


tract. Was high bidder for 70 hot dog 
concessions at the fair, but contract 
awarded to Swift & Co. Fair’s de- 
fense is that the financial status of 
the company changed between the 
time of the bid and signing of the 
contract. 

Charles Vernon Franze, 70 year 
/Old British actor, arrived in N, Y., 
| Friday en route to Hollywood. His 
first visit in 40 years. 
| Daniel Frohman spoke on the N.Y. 
theatre of today at the Museum of 
the City of New York last Saturday. 


| public only on weekends. 


Based on Lopez's elimination |! 


White, L. A. 
000, charging 


businessman, for $100,- 

she was erroneously 
identified in a lawsuit by White as 
the wife of Jack Jaccard. 

Billie Seward, screen actress, was 
granted a divorce from William R. 
Wilkerson, former Hollywood cafe 
and trade paper publisher. 
Court approved settlement of $100 a 


week for 247 weeks and $5,000 ad- 
ditional within two yars, a total of 
$29,700. 

Warner Bros. and Blayney Mat- 


thews, studio police chief, defendants 


in a second damage suit, charging 
false arrest in last year’s studio 
workers’ strike. Plaintiffs are D. O. 
Chandler, Frank J. Drdlik and 


Pridgeon Smith, union men, asking a 
total of $20,000. 

Sari Maritza filed suit in L. A. for 
Sam Katz, film studio 
executive. Community property 
valued at $150.000 is listed. 

Barbara Stanwyck asked L. A, 
court’s permission to intervene in a 
suit filed by her former husband, 
Frank Fay, against her own attorney, 
Charles W. Cradick. for $25,000 
which Fay claims Cradick owes him. 
Actress demands a half interest in 
the $25,000 as community property. 

Betty Wood, dancer, won an un- 
contested L. A. divorce from George 
Barnes. cameraman and former hus- 
band of Joan Blondell. She was given 
$100 a month for the support of their 


, four-month-old son. Carlton. and $5,- 


screen 


000 for herself at $50 a week. 

Ben Bard, second husband of Ruth 
Roland, won a court decisior in L. A. 
over Lionel FE. Kent, her first hus- 
band and business manager. Bard 
was awarded four-fifths of the $37,- 
500 paid to Kent by Charles Boyer, 
film actor, for a Beverly Hills house 
owned by Miss Roland. 

Cecilia Parker and Dick Baldwin, 
players, filed notice of their 
intention to marry in Ventura, Cal. 


a | Wedding is set - early June. 
$1,000,000 for alleged breach of con- | GOONS 18 Ot Sar early oe 


Norma Shearer was sued for $52.- 
500 by Louis Trompeter, who claimed 
he was injured while bathing near 
an obstruction built on her beach 
property at Santa Monica. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Berg, daugh- 
ter, May 3, in New York. Father is 


' in Paramount h.o. publicity dept. 


| daughter, in 
N.-Y, Fair grounds to be open to. 
Gate tax | 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Chalman, 
San Antonio, May 7. 
Father is p.a. for Interstate. 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis McManus, 


daughter, in Hollywood, May 9. 


| Father at Hal Roach studio. 


|to offset cost of policing. Caught | 
10,000 last Sunday. 

| Covent Garden, London, releases 
Lotte Lehman from her contract. 


She collapsed opening performance, 
|and physicians urge a rest. 

Westchester County protests use of 
dirt from that section as a fill for the 
fairgrounds in Flushing. Says action 
forms a potential dust bowl. 

Riis Park season to open May 28. 

Nat. Bureau for Blind Artists to 
sive its first award to Lily Pons. At 
ithe Astor May 25. 

Roerich museum closed until June 
4. when it will reopen as the River- 
side museum, 

Itzik Feld has 
lease on the Second Avenue theatre, 
starting next season. Will star him- 
self in Yiddish musicals. 

Diana Steeman Lanzetta, who was 
_with Ziegfeld for six seasons, goes in 
for politics. Second prez of the 
Women’s Nat. Democratic Club. 

Kay Parsons, skipper of the Bear 
Mountain showboat, has signed Dave 
Oppenheim to write a score for her 
| tirst production. ; 

New Friends of Music forming a 
small orchestra to play under Fritz 
Stiedry. 
certs at Carnegie next spring. 

American Legion drum corps in a 


Mr. and Mrs. Patric Knowles, son, 
in Hollywood, May 10. Mother is 
the former Enid Percival of London 
legit; father is film actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Sternad, 
daughter, in Santa Monica, May 12, 


| Father is art director at 20th-Fox. 


Mr. and Mrs, Charles Walrod, son, 
in Hollywood, May 12. Father is 
purchasing agent for Selznick-Int’l. 

Mr. and Mrs. John D. Flewelling, 
son, in Detroit, May 9. Father is en- 


| gineer at WXYZ, Detroit. 


taken a five-year 


For Sunday afternoon con- 


‘ontest in Madison Square Garden 
last Sunday to aid N. Y. County | 
Legion summer camp for under- 


yrivileged children, 
sir! drum majors. 

Horseshoe pitching finals of N. Y. 
parks played off Sunday when Sat- 
urday rained the players out. Next 
Saturday will see the interboro 
finals. 


N : # 


Stars were the 


Philharmonic-Symphony 


tures during the 
further a_ better 
music. 
| eaves last Saturday. County con- 
| trolled, 

Mayor La Guardia picks Arrow 
Brook country club for his summer 

city hall. Near the fair grounds, 


coming season to 
understanding of 


League announces a series of six lec-, 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Thomson, 
daughter, in Hollywood, May 13. 
Father is assistant superintendent of 
construction at RKO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lionel Houser, 
daughter, in Hollywood, May 13. 
Father is writer at RKO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Milton Carter, son, tn 
Los Angeles, May 13. Father is 
sistant director at Columbia. 


as- 


Mr. and Mrs. Bennie Fiorino, 
daughter, in Hollywood, May 13. 
Fether is screen player. 

Mr. and Mrs. Max Krause, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, May 13. 


Father is projectionist at Paramount. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Day, Jr., 
daughter, in New Rochelle, N. Y. 
May 20. Father is on advertising staif 
of Variery, 

MARRIAGES 

Mary Lankey to F. Hugh Herbert in 
Beverly Hills, May 14. He's a writer 
at Universal. 

Edith Sheinkman to Alex Evelove, 


, Warner studio publicist, May 14, in 
Playland, Westchester park. | i > ae : 


Ventura, Calif. 


John Cart Morgan, announcer 


| WTAR, Norfolk, to Dorothy Grant- 


ham, non-pro, James City County, 
Va., April 27. 
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McCOY STOCK 
BRINGS $25,000 


CARNEYS’ BOOM YEAR 


Six Toppers Earned Back Capital In- 
vestment in °37. 


Chicago, May 17. 


Indications of the heavy coin 


| reaped by the outdoors outfits last 


| year are seen in the fact that 1937 


Washington, May 17. | 
Surprisingly lively demand for | 


horseflesh produced nearly $25,000 | 


toward paying off creditors of the | 


Tim McCoy wild west show which 
folded here fortnight ago, 
Unmanageable crowd of nearly 
2000 — mostly spectators — attended | 
the colorful auction Wednesday (11) | 


when over 200 bronchos, 


earnings of six of the 10 largest car- 
nivals were equal to the entire capi- 
tal investment. The other four car- 
nivals in the first 10 earned between 
75% and 90% of their total 
ment. 


invest- 


Some of these top carnivals earned 
as much as $200,000 net profit dur- 


gaited | ing the six months of the 1937 sea- 


' ~ 
equines, and draft teams were put | son, while the smallest net profit was 


on the block. 


received for some of the heavy ani- 
mals was relatively small. 
Farmers, sportsmen, dealers, 
riders and the Army were among the 
purchasers. Socialites of the near- 
by Virginia hunting set snapped up 
several of the more costly animals, 
while military men carefully selected 
ponies for cavalry breeding purposes. 
Meanwhile, bulk of the stranded 
performers has moved on, although 
some of the talent hung around along 
with the tent crews and other work- 


ers to try and catch on with the 
Ringling show which came in Sun- 
day. 


BAD CIRCUS GROSSES 
SADDEN SHOWMEN 


Chicago, May 17. 

Poorest start in the history of the 
circus the tent jam- 
borees hustling for the aspirin bar- 
rel. With the Tim McCoy Wild West 
Show biting the dust with a bank- 
ruptcy wash-up after three miserable 
weeks. and the Cole Bros. circus tak- 
ing a brutal beating in its getaway 
in Chicago as burning examples of 
starvation trade, the circus world is 
looking towards the heat of the sum- 
mer to warm up the gates. 


business has 


What makes the month of April | 


and the first two weeks of May so 
sad is the comparison with 


It's a tough jump from black to red 
ink within the space of little more 
than six months. The circuses know 
that when they quit for last season, 
everything was 


that everything has soured. 
It shapes up as the quickest and 
sharpest break in the history of the 


outdoors business, the drop being as | 


much as 75% for some of the bigger 
shows from last year’s business to 
the current grosses. 
off on all circus gates is figured at 
beiter than 50%. 


MONTE CARLO REPLICA 
FOR FAIR; GAMBLING? 


Felix Ferry, London and Paris 
entrepreneur, is dickering with the 
New York World's Fair for creation 
of a replica of Monte Carlo on the 
Fair grounds. 

Main idea is for exact replica with 
shows, drinks, food, etc. On ques- 
tion of gambling devices Ferry 
would not talk. The out might be 
some gimmick giveaway from 
wheels, etc. 








Canadian Theatre Men 
Kick on Carney Date OK 


New Westminster, B. C., May 17. 
Crescent Shows ran into a strong 
protest 


when its local date was announced. 
Theatre men appointed Famous 
Players’ local manager to interview 
city fathers and register kick on 
basis that theatres pay heavy taxes 
while carnival paid only $125 license 
fee. 

Crescent’s date was okayed but the 
Council agreed unofficially to con- 
sult theatre owners before granting 
any further license to circus or 
carnival operators. 


from theatre owners here 


CIRCUS ROUTES 


Week of May 23 
Barnes-Sells-Flote 


Longview, Wash, 25: Hoauiam-Aber 
deen 24 Tacoma 26; Everett, 26,5 
Seattle 7-2h, 

Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 

Philadelphia, & 


Robbins Bros. 


Ringhamtor N y 2 Tthaca 24; 
Elinirs 5: Hernell, 26; Glean, 27; Was 
ren, Pa., 28, 


city | 


1937 | 
when the outdoors biz hit new highs. ' 


peaches down in| 
Georgia: and they find on reopening | 


Average slump- | 


Prices were regarded | nearly $50,000 for the lowest earner 
as very satisfactory, although cash | of the top carnival bracket. 


It was 
| by far the most successful season 
| since the boom days of the ’20s. 

Current starting out at 
considerably under last year’s pace, 
| with the carnivals feeling both a 
| reaction from the high speed of last 
| season and natural slump-off due to 
| the business slide. 


THREE WIRTHS RETURN 


season 1S 





FROM AUSSIE JAUNT 


Three members of the Wirth 
|Family who went to Australia some 
| months ago have returned, landing 
in San Monday (15). It 
had been the intention of Rill, Stella 
j}and Phil Wirth to remain in their 


|native } nd indefinitely and were 
|last reported being interested in a 
circus there. May Wirth, star of the 


Francisco 


\former riding act, who resides in 
|Forest Hills with her husband 
|Frank, offered to wager the trio 


|} would not stick it out, before they 
sailed for down under, 

| Frank Wirth is resuming activities 
|in the fair booking field, contract 
|with his former associate George 
| Hamisy to stay out of the agency 
| bushpts for five years, having ex- 
pired. During the interval he was 
| principally occupied with-indoor cir- 
cus presentations, 





Song Pluggers 





(Continued from page 1) 


| plug of a friend of this studio exec 
did find a place on both programs. 

Still more dispiriting than such 
frustrations of effort is the pushing- 
around that the professional music 
| man must absorb not only from self- 
important and favorite-playing net- 
| work execs but from questionably 
| successful band leaders. To the lat- 
ter the songplugger is the guy who 
can and should take it. 


How It Works 

It’s been a tough evening for the 
stick-juggler. The customers have 
kicked and the management and 
catering have heaped scorn upon 
him for the spot’s poor business. 
| Then suddenly in walks the song- 
| plugger with a ready handshake and 
| smile and an-enthusiastic sales story 
|for his latest No. 1 plug. Ah, says 
|the band leader to himself, there’s 
| a guy that is still a step lower than 
i'myself, and upon this songplugger 
| he pours the full force of the abuse 
ithat he himself had been accumu- 


lating that night. 








Due Bill Biz 








(Continued from page 1) 


representing about 25 TE non-mem- 
ber paper passers, started the ac- 
'tion, and has also filed for an in- 
junction to halt the boycotting and 
blacklisting of those he represents. 
Officers of Trade and Exchange, who 
are also defendants in the individual 


suits are Lou Bodee, prez: Herbert 
Bloom, sec, and Nick Greenfield, 
V.-p. 


Suits allege illegal control border- 
ing on fixing of prices 
and setting up of regulations by TE 
that have virtually wiped out exist- 
| ing freelancers and 
| 25 smallies 
asserts his charges have 
| the Federal Trade Commiss 
| will start an 
| One of the things to be 
out at the trial is the allegation that 
| leading New York hotels are burn- 
ing at the Astor and Victoria hotels 
for selling cut-rate coupons direct to 
through 


monopoly, 


has forced about 
Kay 


interested 


into the ashcan 


ion which 


igation this week. 


invest 


brought 


users 
, Cash, 


okayed agents fo! 


{the trick could 











Mugg Finds His Level 


Lincoln, May 17. 
Beckmann & Gerety, carney, 
lettered Barney Oldfield, Sun- 
day Journal and Star champ 
movie seer, asking if he'd ap- 


pear with the carney’s freak 
show during the Nebraska 
State Fair engagement here, 
Sept. 5-9. 

Newspaper okayed it for a 


feature, if the carney’d promise 
to spot him between the bearded 
lady and the snake charmer. 
B &G was prompted by scribe’s 
making the Ripley cartoon 

Oldfield is the local VARIETY 
mugg. 











Belmont Classic To 
Literally Hang “Em 
From Rafters—At $6 


Elaborate preparations 
made to handle racing fans at Bel- 


mont Park, New York, on Memorial | 


Day, when the $100,000 match race 
between Seabiscuit and War Admiral 
will be staged. While the general 
admission scales to grandstand and 
clubhouse will be retained, about 
8.000 reserved seats are being sold, 
prices being $12, $10 and $6, inclusive 
of the tax. 


Seats at the $6 rate will be on the 
clubhouse roof, regarded as the best | 


spot for visibility but because of the 
climb a special betting ring there 
will be available and refreshments 
sold. Should it rain the match race 
will be off, announcement to be made 
at 10 am. on the morning of the 
contest. 





Circus Review 





TOM MIX CIRCUS 


Louisville, May 15. 
Motorized trick, featuring the wild 
west pic star, made a one-day stand 
at New Albany, Indiana, just across 
the river from Louisville. Outfit 
shunned the Kentucky territory on 
account of the state admission tax. 


and also because the Commonwealth | 


of Kentucky has various taxes and 
regulations for trucks and trailers, 
which were a little too stiff for the 
Mix show to tackle. The Mix circus 
was not billed in Louisville, which 
mignt mean that later in the season 
arrangements can be made whereby 
show in the Blue- 


| grass metropolis without so many re- 
| strictions, 


The 
Tex., April 2, and played along the 
Texas border to slim biz. Now work- 
ing its way through Indiana and 
heading for Ohio territory. 


Several outstanding and old-time 


performers are included on the show, 
and comment locally was particu- 


larly favorable for the Joy Meyers | 


elephant specialty; Frank Shepherd, 


| Irma Ward and Charles Arley, aerial- 


sists: John Agee, equestrian, work- | 


ing Liberty act: Ray Goody, wire 
walker; Clarke Family in juggling, 
flying and bareback acts, with the 
bareback riding done in Scotch High- 
lander costumes. Tom 
grand entry; and appeared in 


concert. 


Show carries a four-pole big top, 
with three 50s and 130 round ends. 
Menagerie is a five-pole, with four 
30s and 80 round ends. Menagerie 
cages were not placed in the tent 


at this showing on account of lack | 


of room. Show carries some 150 
pieces of motorized equipment, in- 
cluding an elaborately outfitted mo- 
tor-bus, which is the living quarters 
of the cowboy star and his daughter, 
Ruth. 

After opening spee came the Gar- 
land Entry, followed by No. 3, Homer 
D. Hobson, Sr., ponies in ring 1: cen- 
ter, Helen Ford's dogs: ring 3, Ruth 
Mix’s ponies. No. 4, specialty in cen- 
ter ring. high wire monkey. present- 


ed by Joe Bowers. No. 5, on the 
swinging ladders; 11 femmes, fol- 
lowed by a muscle grind by Jovy 


Meyers. No. 6, Les Uniques in a 
juggling specialty in center ring. No. 
7. The Firecracker, a clown number 


No. 8 Ray Goody's backward foot 
slide. No. 9, comedy § acrobatic: 
Bumpsy Anthony's act in ring one 
center, Gregg Trio: ring three. Jim- 
mv Davison's act. No. 10, Iron jaw: 
Joy Meyers over ring one: Jessie 
Shepherd, ring three: Charles 

levy, balancing trapeze, cente: 

No, 11, Clarke’s bareback riding 
lev balancing trapeze. center ring. No 
11. Clarke's bareback riding troune 
of 12 people. decked out in Scotch 
cosiumes. and wrecedine the riding 
tunts with a Hiehland fling. okays 
No. 12. clowns. No. 13. Sinele tra- 
neze fenturine Frank Shenherd. who 
finisned with a sensational half- 
twister somersault and heel catct 
without a net or snafetyv cde ce 

14. wibertyv act Herr rat 

ring ne A €F ( ter ! 
Hobson in three. five 

each ring » 15 C f 
I Ward. on rings, and fi r 


are being | 


show opened at Texarkana, | 


Mix led the | 
the | 


More Union Tiffing Brings North's 


55 


—2 


VARIETY 


Crack He May Fold Ringling Show 





Robbins Reduces 


Salem, O., May 17. 

After one week of its inaugural 

tour, the Robbins Bros. Circus newly 
launched 14-car rail show, owned by 
Jess Adkins and Zack Terrell, who 
three years ago put out the Cole 
3ros. circus in opposition to the sev- 
eral rail shows, has 
and substantially cut down 
ing with present-day condit 
cials of the circus announced, 
lowing the engagement of the circus 
here. 

A new top on for the first time at 
the opening stand a week ago has 
been replaced with a smaller one as 
an economy move, resulting both in 
curtailment of personnel in several 
departments and dismissal of several 
performers in the big show program. 
Seating will not be affected by the 
change and the show will continue 
| to move on 15 cars; 14 back and one 

ahead, 





been revamped 
in keep- 
ns, offi- 
fol- 


NO. 1 CIRCUS KID FAN 
TO BE HONORED BY BIZ 


Group of prominent outdoer men 
have started a drive to raise funds 


for a memorial to late Col. Linard | 


Jones, child paralytic who died in 
Umatilla, Fla., recently. Kid was re- 
garded as prime circus fan of coun- 
try and was affectionately treated 
by all passing shows and communi- 
cated with by nearly every trick op- 
erator and many performers, 

Funds are in the hands of the 
Empire Trust Co., New York. Books 
have been distributed to flock of out- 

| doormen who are to solicit dimes for 

a national memorial to the child who 
was carried to every possible circus 
and carney show. He was recipient 
of many gifts from trade members, 


Broken Legs—15c 


Indianapolis, May 17. 

Motor bike racing at 15c for a trip- 
around-the-track threatens to equal 
the craze for midget golf here as 
five tracks are already under con- 
struction and promoters are looking 
for other sites. 

Three wheeled mounts are capable 
of a speed of 20 miles an hour, 
| Mounts are one-seated and operated 
| by ticket holder with no ages barred. 
Fast driving by the younger element 
has already resulted in a pair of 
| broken legs at one of the tracks. 


Imports for Hamid 


Berosinis, 
arrived 
| begin work under George Hamid 
contracts. 

Group will be spotted around east- 
ern fair and carney territory which 
Hamid office handles. 


European 


PLAYING AROUND CHI 
Chicago, May 17. 
Russell Bros. truck trick playing 
nabe lots in town at present. 
Dwight Pepple is ahead. 





with arm swings. No. 17, concert an- 
nouncement and Wild West ride- 


around. No. 18, principal riding, with 


Elizabeth Hanneford, Miss Ernestine, 
Percy Clark. No. 19, Perch act, 
Charles and Dannie Arley; No. 20, 
aerial revolving whirl, over rings 
one and three. No. 21, Tom Mix, re- 
volver marksmanship. No. 22, Ve- 
hicle horses and high school steeds. 
No. 23, clown number, using adver- 
tising car. No. 24, wire acts. No. 25, 
comedy boxing act. No. 26, elephant 


act in ring one by John Alexander: 
No. 27, clown walkaround. No, 28 
elephant carrying dog and = pony 
down the front track No. 29, flying 
ict, the Clarkonians 

Performance ru a little over two 
hou and is directed by Agee, an 
iId-timer in the cire busine 
Anthony is the producing clown 
Con-ert featured riding. roping and 
marksmanship of Tom Mix, assisted 

cowboys and cowyir] Standout 

Mix daughter Ruth who pacl 
plenty of charm and personality, and 
who plans to do some picture 
n the near future 

Siaf headed by Tom Mix ; 
ywne Dail Turney. manaver: Ch; 
WwW ell, a tant: Rav Blanker p 
re of Robert Brow: tre 

( Verne Arbuckle ecret 
DeCamp. le ] ( () 
fic enorted th Diz & 

} b 


Eric the Great, Albanis and Arlenz | 
high workers, | 
in New York this week to) 


Further union trouble in the Ring- 
ling, Barnum & Bailey circus roused 
the management to such a point that 

| John Rngling North, new head of the 
outfit, is reputed to have declared 
the show would be sent back to win- 


ter quarters. Report came after the 
Brooklyn date last week when on 
Saturday (14) night the American 


Federation of Actors threatened to 


call a second strike. 


Brooklyn was the first pot under 
canvas, and mild weather turned 
chilly throughout the week, but not 
unusual in circus history. Saturday 
night’s rain muddying the lot, the 


razorbacks refused for a time to pack 


the outfit. This apparently caused. 
young North to speak his mind. From 
Washington, where the show started 


| the week, he made 
the report of closing. 

Stated in New York by those con- 
nected with the Ringling show, that 
it is improbable such a drastic step 
would be taken. Admitted, however, 
that there is trouble with the roust- 
abouts. In other seasons the work- 
men were paid a bonus at the end of 
season for sticking with the show, 
and an average of 600 out of 900 re- 
ceived the extra pay. The men now 
demand the bonus, despite the fact 
that their wages have been increased 
to $60 per month, plus keep. 

While that appears to be the pres- 
ent difficulty, the AFA is reported 
insistent that the management col- 
| lect its dues from the union people, 
{with North opposed to that idea, 
| North and his counsel will attempt 
to straighten matters in Baltimore, 
where the outfit plays the last half 
|of the week. 


no comment on 


READYING ROCKAWAY 
AS NO. 2 JONES BEACH 


What will virtually be the greatest 


seashore amusement property sal- 
vage in a good many years takes 
place at Rockaway Beach, N. Y., 


|}commencing June 1, when wreckers 
| will begin to level off a strip of land 
a mile and one-half in length and 
200 feet wide. 
| The cost of the project is in excess 
of $10,000,000 and is New York City 
Park Commissioner Moses’ plan for 
ithe clearance of ‘seashore slums,’ 
| with a view toward creating a dupli- 
cate of Jones Beach. 
| More than 150 parcels of assorted 
| types of amusement places will fall 
|; under wreckers’ hammers within the 
next three months. It is the plan of 
| Commissioner Moses to ban all types 
‘of commercial amusements in the 
| region hereafter. 
| Mi s East 
ix Heads Ea 


Canton, O., May 17. 
| Tom Mix Circus, reported to have 
_gone out with a short bankroll this 


season, after a discouraging tour of 
| Texas, has doubled back into the 
Middle West and will be in Ohio 


territory within another week or ten 
days. Columbus already been 
contracted. 

Outfit is believed to have suddenly 
switched its route, when announce- 
ment was made that the Col. Tim 
McCoy Wild West had folded at 
Washington, D. C. It is believed the 
Mix show will play much of the ter- 
ritory lined up by the MeCoy show, 
as in past years the Mix outfit has 
never failed to get money in Ohio 
and adjacent states. 


Too Few Clothes 
St. Louis, May 17 
Sheriff Joseph Borgmeyer put the 
quietus on ‘Tne Nights of Paris,’ a 
strip tease aitruction of the Wallace 


has 


3ros.’ carny which located on the 
outskirts of St. Charles, Mo., near 
here, last week, 

The Sheriff and several of his 
deputies watched one perfor ¢ 
decided thut the performe) were 
improperly clothed and ordered the 
management to put on f we ig 
ippare é ery The orce i$ 

ored ( the aquietu r yclote 

( ed ¢ N che ere 
nade 
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“YELLOW JACK” starring 
Robert Montgomery : Virginia 
Bruce with Lewis Stone - Andy 
Devine » Henry Hull - Charles 
Coburn + Buddy Ebsen 
Henry O'Neill » Screen 
Play by Edward Chodorov 
Directed by George B. Seitz 
Produced by Jack Cummings 
An M-G-M Picture 
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Wednesday, May 18, 1938 
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